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With each passing year CBSE Board incorporates some changes in the pattern of Board question papers to 
prepare the students for the competitive world ahead. These changes aim to discourage students from 

rote learning, develop their analytical skills and reasoning abilities, and to produce better results and improve 
the academic quality of institutions. This year’s pattern includes intensive MCQs, as half of the paper is in MCQ 
form and rest half of the paper includes SAI, SAII and LA type of questions. To keep you aligned with the latest 
pattern MTG brings you the completely revised edition of Score More 21 Sample Papers. These sample papers 
are prepared keeping in mind the various typology of questions.

MTG Score More 21 Sample Papers are prepared, keeping all these aspects in mind. Solving more and more 
sample papers will increase your problem-solving speed and accuracy. By solving these sample papers, you can 
check your preparation level, and your strong and weak areas too. You can score more in the actual paper by 
getting to know your weak areas and working even harder on them.

As you start attempting SQPs one by one your percentage scoring will improve. Your aim should be to reach 
the top position. After attempting all SQPs in exam-like environment the average score of 21 SQPs will give you 
the score which you are most likely to score in your actual exam. That is what MTG Guarantee. Practising these 
SQPs will definitely equip you to face your CBSE Board Class 12 exams with more confidence.

Solutions of all SQPs are given as per the CBSE marking scheme. In MCQs section, students need to write only 
answer keys. Explanations for these MCQs are given for better understanding. The Self Evaluation Sheet provided 
after each Sample Question Paper (SQP) will help you to assess your performance. The performance analysis 
table will help you to check where you actually stand. 

Practice done with a proper planning promotes a person for a better performance. It is very necessary to practice 
in the right direction under a well guided guidance to reach to the goal. Practice means repeating an activity 
in the right direction which can sharpen the talent.

Visit our website www.mtg.in to download the additional content associated with this book.

Wishing our readers all the very best! 
 MTG Editorial Board
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MTG’s VALUABLE TIPS    
for  BOARD EXAMS
Exams are the part and parcel of our learning process. But most students suffer from exam phobia. They may 
be excellent at their work but when confronted by real exams, often they under-perform showing exam 
related stress. So, it’s time to strategize your learning and come out of the fear cropping up in your mind by 
combining self-confidence with disciplined study and by simply following these tips :

Now with the ending session you are close to completing your syllabus; it is time for 
effective revision of the relevant content for better results.
Preparing a well-planned timetable is the need of the hour.  Timetable should be 
judiciously planned to give enough time to different subjects. It should have scope 
of learning, practising as well as recapitulation.

GET SET STARTED

Start solving the sample papers provided in the book in an environment same as the 
real exam. Once you are done, check your answers to evaluate your learning. This will 
help you become aware of both your strong and weak areas. Work harder on your 
weak areas and repeat the process. You will master all concepts soon.

STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE

Remember, there is no shortcut to success. However, these tips would surely help 
you a lot, if followed truly for at least a month prior to the exams. Organising your 
studies like this will help you deliver your best during exams and there is no doubt 
that you’ll reap richer benefits. So, gird up your lions and give your best shot!!!

IT’S SHOW TIME

DECK OUT WITH THE RIGHT TITLE
Currently the market is flooded with many titles in different subjects. It calls for 
your wise decision to choose the right title. MTG gaining the trust of over 10 million 
readers across the country, now presents Score More 21 SAMPLE PAPERS covering all 
objective and subjective type of questions. The book in itself is a complete package 
and provides an opportunity to all the readers to assess their progress as it includes 
questions based on the latest changed pattern of CBSE exams.
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BLUE PRINT

SQP 1

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours      Maximum Marks : 80
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2 Class 12

PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) That large animals require luxuriant vegetation has been a general assumption which has passed from one

work to another; but I do not hesitate to say that it is completely false, and that it has vitiated the reasoning
of geologists on some points of great interest in the ancient history of the world. The prejudice has probably
been derived from India, and the Indian islands, where troops of elephants, noble forests, and impenetrable
jungles, are associated together in everyone’s mind. If, however, we refer to any work of travels through the
southern parts of Africa, we shall find allusions in almost every page either to the desert character of the
country, or to the numbers of large animals inhabiting it. The same thing is rendered evident by the many
engravings which have been published of various parts of the interior.

(2) Dr. Andrew Smith, who has lately succeeded in passing the Tropic of Capricorn, informs me that, taking
into consideration the whole of the southern part of Africa, there can be no doubt of its being a sterile
country. On the southern coasts there are some fine forests, but with these exceptions, the traveler may
pass for days together through open plains, covered by a poor and scanty vegetation. Now, if we look at
the animals inhabiting these wide plains, we shall find their numbers extraordinarily great, and their bulk
immense.

(3) It may be supposed that although the species are numerous, the individuals of each kind are few. By the
kindness of Dr. Smith, I am enabled to show that the case is very different. He informs me, that in lat. 24’,
in one day’s march with the bullock-wagons, he saw, without wandering to any great distance on either
side, between one hundred and one hundred and fifty rhinoceroses - the same day he saw several herds of
giraffes, amounting together to nearly a hundred.

(4) At the distance of a little more than one hour’s march from their place of encampment on the previous
night, his party actually killed at one spot eight hippopotamuses, and saw many more. In this same river
there were likewise crocodiles. Of course it was a case quite extraordinary, to see so many great animals
crowded together, but it evidently proves that they must exist in great numbers. Dr. Smith describes the
country passed through that day, as ‘being thinly covered with grass, and bushes about four feet high, and
still more thinly with mimosa-trees.’

(5) Besides these large animals, anyone the least acquainted with the natural history of the Cape has read of the
herds of antelopes, which can be compared only with the flocks of migratory birds. The numbers indeed 
of the lion, panther, and hyena, and the multitude of birds of prey, plainly speak of the abundance of the 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-1Subject Code : 301
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English Core 3

smaller quadrupeds: one evening seven lions were counted at the same time prowling round Dr. Smith’s 
encampment. As this able naturalist remarked to me, the carnage each day in Southern Africa must indeed 
be terrific! I confess it is truly surprising how such a number of animals can find support in a country 
producing so little food.

(6) The larger quadrupeds no doubt roam over wide tracts in search of it; and their food chiefly consists of
underwood, which probably contains much nutriment in a small bulk. Dr. Smith also informs me that the
vegetation has a rapid growth; no sooner is a part  consumed, than its place is supplied by a fresh stock. There 
can be no doubt, however, that our ideas respecting the apparent amount of food necessary for the support
of large quadrupeds are much exaggerated. The belief that where large quadrupeds exist, the vegetation must 
necessarily be luxuriant, is more remarkable, because the converse is far from true.

(7) Mr. Burchell observed to me that when entering Brazil, nothing struck him more forcibly than the splendour 
of the South American vegetation contrasted with that of South Africa, together with the absence of all
large quadrupeds. In his travels, he has suggested that the comparison of the respective weights (if there
were sufficient data) of an equal number of the largest herbivorous quadrupeds of each country would be
extremely curious. If we take on the one side, the elephants, hippopotamus, giraffe, bos caffer, elan, five
species of rhinoceros; and on the American side, two tapirs, the guanaco, three deer, the vicuna, peccari,
capybara (after which we must choose from the monkeys to complete the number), and then place these
two groups alongside each other it is not easy to conceive ranks more disproportionate in size.

(8) After the above facts, we are compelled to conclude, against anterior probability that among the mammalia
there exists no close relation between the bulk of the species, and the quantity of the vegetation, in the
countries which they inhabit.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The author is primarily concerned with ___________  .
(a) discussing the relationship between the size of mammals and the nature of vegetation in their habitats
(b) contrasting ecological conditions in India and Africa
(c) proving that large animals do not require much food
(d) describing the size of animals in various parts of the world

(ii) According to the author, the ‘prejudice’ (Para 1) has lead to ___________  .
(a) errors in the reasoning of biologists
(b) false ideas about animals in Africa
(c) incorrect assumptions on the part of geologists
(d) doubt in the mind of the author

(iii) The flocks of migratory birds (Para 5) are mentioned to  ___________  .
(a) describe an aspect of the fauna of South Africa
(b) illustrate a possible source of food for large carnivores
(c) contrast with the habits of the antelope
(d) suggest the size of antelope herds

(iv) Darwin quotes Burchell’s observations in order to ___________  .
(a) counter a popular misconception (b) describe a region of great splendor
(c) prove a hypothesis (d) illustrate a well-known phenomenon

(v) Among the mammalia, there is no close relation between ___________  .
(a) bulk of the species   (b) quantity of the vegetation
(c) countries they inhabit (d) all of thesewww.jeebooks.in
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(vi) The prejudice that large animals require luxuriant vegetation came from ___________ .
(a) India (b) Africa (c) America (d) Sri Lanka

(vii) Pick the option in which the meaning of ‘vitiated’ is not the same as it is in the passage.
(a) Production managers vitiated the machines, ruining them through overloading during production.
(b) A mistake of fact in some circumstances could vitiate the contract.
(c) There are several seasons why the pound has vitiate against the euro.
(d) The recent study has vitiated the earlier theories.

(viii)  Dr. Andrew Smith, behind calling the whole of southern part of Africa, a sterile country was intended to
say that
(a) it is an undeveloped country. (b) it lacks proper vegetation.
(c) its people are barren and cannot reproduce. (d) it lacks all the natural beauty.

(ix)  The narrator states that, the carnage each day in southern Africa must indeed be terrific! Carnage here
means.
(a) massacre (b) preserving (c) reconciliation (d) cessation

(x) Pick out the option that correctly states about what happened after Mr. Burchell reached South America.
(a) He became grief-stricken to see the barren land.
(b) He became so excited to see the ice covered mountains there.
(c) He was awestruck by the splendour of the country vegetation.
(d) He finds it amazing that the country was densed with large quadrupeds.

(xi) Pick out the  option that correctly describes the final outcome or the conclusion of the passage.
(a) A country’s vegetation and its inhabitants are closely related to each other.
(b) A country which has large number of fauna always had a greater extent of vegetation.
(c) A country’s vegetation and its bulk of species had no relation between them.
(d) A country’s inhabitants has nothing to do with its vegetation.

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Classical dance evolved from Tamil Nadu’s temples across centuries. The revived and reformed Bharatanatyam 

keeps the art born of these ancient temples alive even to this day. Once sustained and nurtured in temples
as part of a rich and vibrant temple tradition, classical dance in South India has remained over centuries a
dynamic, living tradition that is continuously renewed.

(2) Even 2000 years ago, dance in India was a highly evolved and complex art. It was an integral part of
ancient Indian theatre as established by the Natya Shastra, the oldest and exhaustive treatise on theatre and
dramaturgy. Dance dramas were performed in temple precincts. Dance movements were crystallised in
stone as karanas in temple sculpture. Following the Bhakti movement in the 6th century, dance and music
became powerful vehicles of veneration. The deity was treated like a much-loved king, praised and royally
entertained with music and dance, as part of the daily sacred rituals of worship. Gifted, highly educated
temple dancers or devadasis were supported by the temples that were richly endowed by the rulers. Some
400 temple dancers were dedicated to and maintained by the Brihadeswarar Temple in Thanjavur. Dance
evolved as a composite art in temples as dancers, nattuvanars (dance gurus),  musicians, poets, composers,
architects, sculptors and painters shared a holistic approach to all the arts.

(3) The evolution of Bharatanatyam derives from the invaluable contribution of The Tanjore Quartet. The
four Pillai brothers – Chinnayya, Ponnayya, Sivanandam and Vadivelu – served as court musicians at the
kingdom of Maratha king, Serfoji II in the early 19th century. Their legacy to Bharatanatyam has been their
restructuring of the dance repertoire into the margam format and their vast and diverse music compositions 
set specifically for dance. Some of their descendants like Guru Meenakshisundaram Pillai evolved the famous 
Pandanallur bani (style) and trained many eminent dancers.

(4) From the temples, dance made its way into the courts of kings and dancers were not just devadasis, but also 
rajanartakis. By the early 17th century dance forms like sadir or chinna melam, precursors to Bharatanatyam www.jeebooks.in
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as we know it today had become popular in the courts of the Maratha rulers in Thanjavur. However, in the 
19th century, colonial propaganda perceived such dance as vulgar and immoral. It led to the Anti-Nautch 
Movement and legislation against temple dance and dancers. Divested of all patronage and temple support, 
devadasis were thrown into dire straits. In the early 20th century, thanks to enlightened visionaries like EV 
Krishna Iyer and later, Rukmini Devi Arundale, and the dedication of a handful of devadasis and nattuvanars, 
classical dance was resuscitated and revived as bharatanatyam. Today, apart from a few cultural festivals in 
some temples, dance has left the temple for the proscenium stage. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) According to the passage, what kept Bharatnatyam alive even to the present day ?
(a) Its connection to the temples.
(b) The perfection of the artist
(c) Its revived and reformed form
(d) The perfect moves of the dance form 

(ii) Pick the option that lists statements that are not true according to the passage. 
1. In India, dance has always been an integral part of ancient theatre. 
2. Dancing forms has never been changed or reformed but it is liked by all in its nascent stage only.
3. Although the classical dance has evolved so much that its forms like sadir or chinna reached from 

temples to courts but it was perceived as vulgar by the colonials.
4. Today, apart from few cultural festivals dance is restricted to the temples only. 
(a) 2 and 4 (b) 1 and 2 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 1 and 3

(iii) The word ‘repertoire’, as used in paragraph 3, means the same as
(a) legacy  (b) movement (c) collection  (d) perception 

(iv) As given in the passage, the word ‘nattuvanars’ means
(a) karanas  (b) artform (c) dance gurus  (d) disciples

(v) Pick out the option which is not stated correctly according to the passage.  
(a) The Guru Meenakshisundaram, descendent of Pillai brothers has evolved dance style, called 

pandanallur bani. 
(b) The Pillai brothers served the kingdom of Maratha King in the early 12th century. 
(c) Dance movements were also crystallised in stone as karanas in the structure of temples. 
(d) In south India, classical  dance has remained over centuries a dynamic and living tradition.

(vi) ... dance has left the temple for the  proscenium stage” The phrase proscenium stage refers to 
(a) the back view of the stage.
(b) the frontage of the stage.
(c) the popularity of the stage. 
(d) the vast variety of dance, performed on the stage.

(vii) ...the dedication of a handful of devadisis and nattuvanars classical dance was resuscitated and revived as 
Bharatnatyam.”
Pick out the option in which the meaning of ‘resuscitate(ed)’ is the same as it is in the passage. 
(a) Due to the day’s hard worked, both men collapsed but were resuscitated.
(b) Hopefully the water will resuscitate the drooping plants. 
(c)  The doctor tried to resuscitate him, but he did not regain consciousness.
(d) She submitted a bid to resuscitate her already existing best-seller.www.jeebooks.in
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(viii)  ‘... the Bhakti movement in the 6th century, dance and music became powerful vehicles of veneration.” the 
phrase ‘vehicles of veneration’ here referred to as
(a) the medium to gain respect (b) the rich and vibrant tradition
(c) the evolving art form  (d) the handful of devadasis 

(ix) According to the passage, In India, Dance was established by 
(a) gurus (b) musicians (c) Rukmini Devi (d) Natya shastra

(x) The word ‘evolve(d)’ in the 1 paragraph has the same meaning as 
(a) decrease  (b) diminish (c) slacken  (d) progress

(xi) Pick out the option that correctly describes the given lines. 
‘Today, apart from a few cultural festivals in some temples, dance has left the temple for the proscenium 
stage.”
(a) Dance is performed only in temples. 
(b) Dance is performed in the theatres only since it was banned in temples. 
(c) Dance is completely banished from everywhere now. 
(d) Dance is performed in temples only occasionally, and it has occupied the forefront of the stage.

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. What does the word ‘thunderclap’ refer to me!

 Oh! the wretches; that was what they had put up at the town-hall!

(i) What does the word ‘thunderclap’ refer to?
(a) something vague and doubtful (b) something exciting
(c) something overpowering  (d) something startling or unexpected

(ii) The narrator mumbled- “Oh the wretches” – he said so because after the announcement he finds himself
(a) inadequate (b) unfortunate (c) confident (d) courageous

(iii) Which figure of speech from those given below is being used by the author, in the line, “What a thunderclap 
these words were to me!”
(a) Simile  (b) Personification (c) Metaphor (d) Hyperbole

(iv) Pick out the option that correctly describes author’s feelings when he heard the news.
1. Shocked  2. Surprised 3. Guilty 4. Jealousy
5. Elated 6. Disapproval
(a) 2, 4, and 5 (b) 1, 3, and 6 (c) 1, 2, and 3 (d) 4, 5, and 6

B.  Savita, a young girl in a drab pink dress, sits alongside an elderly woman soldering pieces of glass. As her 
hands move mechanically like the tongs of a machine, I wonder if she knows the sanctity of the bangles 
she helps make. It symbolises an Indian woman’s suhaag, auspiciousness in marriage. It will dawn on her 
suddenly one day when her head is draped with a red veil, her hand dyed with a red veil, her hand dyed with 
henna, and red bangles rolled onto her wrists. She will then become a bride. Like the old woman beside her 
who become one money years ago.

(i) Pick out the option that best describes Savita.
(a) Young and innocent  (b) Old and patient
(c) Young and irritable  (d) Old and confusedwww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) “Savita, a young girl ..., sits alongside an elderly woman, soldering pieces of glass.” This means that Savita 
was
(a) trying to make the bangles all by herself
(b) trying to help the old woman.
(c) hungry and disturbing the old woman in doing the work.
(d) getting anxious and thus scolding the old woman. 

(iii) The line, “As her hands move mechanically like the tongs of a machine, ...” is an example of 
(a) hyperbole (b) parody (c) simile (d) symbolism

(iv) Choose the option that best demonstrates the significance of red colour in Indian Hindu culture. 
(a) Aridity and boredom  (b) Energetic and vibrant
(c) Auspiciousness and purity (d) Calmness and caution

C.  The presidents of the New York central and the New York, New haven and Hartford railroads will swear on 
a stack of timetables that there are only two. But I say there are those, because I’ve been on the third level of 
the Grand Central Station. Yes, I’ve taken the obvious step. I talked to a psychiatrist friend of mine,  among 
others. I told him about the third level at Grand Central Station, and he said it was a waking dream wish 
fulfillment. He said I was unhappy. That made my wife kind of mad, but he explained that he meant the 
modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war worry and all the rest of it, and that I just want to escape. 

(i) Pick out the option which is a correct description of the phrase “waking dream wish fulfillment”.
(a) a pleasant wish that makes one forget the past’s terrible experiences.
(b) a pleasant wish that takes one to the future
(c) a pleasant wish that encourages to work
(d) a pleasant wish that makes one forget the present

(ii) What does the ‘third level’ signify?
(a) A third level of dream that is fulfilled 
(b) A third gate on Grand Central Station
(c) A third wish that is going to be accomplished 
(d) Human tendencies  to escape from the harsh realities of the present time

(iii) Pick out the option that best describes the mental  tendency of the narrator. 
(1) Disappointed (2) Escapism (3) Calm (4) Satisfied
(a) 1 and 3 (b) 1 and 2 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 4

(iv) “ The modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry...” Signifies that :
(a) the world is full of chaos but at the same time means of happiness also for the narrator. 
(b) the narrator is not at all satisfied with his life. 
(c) the narrator wanted to explore more about the modern world. 
(d) the narrator enjoys the feeling of pain and insecurities in his life. 

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. On sour cream walls, donations, Shakespeare’s head, 
Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities. 
Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map 
Awarding the world its world. 

(i) The phrase ‘Tyrolese valley’ refers to 
(a) the beautiful flowers grown in the valley (b) the vastness of the valley
(c) the calmness of the valley (d) the sad atmosphere of the valleywww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) The phrase ‘sour cream’ is an example of 
(a) satire (b) parody (c) personification (d) metaphor

(iii) In the extract ‘Open-handed map, Awarding that world its world’ suggests that
(a) the map has no relevance for the children
(b) the map helps the children to connect with the world 
(c) the map makes them feel proud to see the place on it, in which they live 
(d) the map helps them plan their journey to the world. 

(iv) To the children, the photo of Shakespeare’s head, in the classroom seem like.
(a) a round-shaped ball  (b) a ray of hope 
(c) the rising sun at the horizon (d) the hottest sun at the noon

OR

B. looked out at young
Trees sprinting the merry children spilling
out of their homes, but after the airport’s
security check, standing a few yards
I looked again at her, wan, pale
as a late winters moon and felt that old familiar ache, ... ... ... 

(i) The phrase ‘Trees sprinting’ refers to 
(a) the tall, dense, thickness of trees (b) fast pace of trees
(c) falling of trees   (d) the withering of trees

(ii) The poet’s another glance at her mother’s face filled her with the feeling of 
(a) anxiety and fear   (b) only fear 
(c) sadness and guilt   (d) only guilt

(iii) The mother’s pale face is compared to the 
(a) paleness of the winter moon (b) paleness of the clouds
(c) paleness of the summer moon (d) paleness of the rising sun

(iv) The literary device used by the poet in the following lines is _________ .

 “... as a late winter’s moon and felt that old familiar ache, ... ”
(a) personification (b) allegory (c) simile (d) onomatopoeia

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Franz thought “Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?” means that 
(a) Germans would use their brutal force over everyone. 
(b) Harsh and strict orders will be passed. 
(c) When people are deprived of their essence and are in pain, they find that even the surrounding are 

affected. 
(d) The Germans will rob France of its language. 

(ii) In the poem, ‘My Mother at sixty-six, which poetic device is used by the poet in the phrase- ‘Trees sprinting’?
(a) Metaphor (b) simile (c) personification (d) hyperbole

(iii) In the lesson ‘The Lost Spring’ the two parts depict the :
(a) hard work of the people living in slums 
(b) plight of the street children being forced into labour at such an early age
(c) the process of bangle making
(d) the good luck of the ragpickerswww.jeebooks.in
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(iv) The lesson ‘Deep Water’ is written by 
(a) William Douglas   (b) Anees Jung
(c) Louis Fischer   (d) Stephen Spender

(v)  Choose the statement that is TRUE with reference to spender’s ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a 
Slum’.
(a) The students in the classroom are underprivileged and malnourished.
(b) The children have all the resources that can make  their life better. 
(c) the class room is very large and tidy. 
(d) The school takes no donation and runs on its own. 

(vi) The peddler’s perception about the world that its’ merely a rattrap shows that he is very.
(a) optimistic about the world 
(b) pessimistic about the world 
(c) dauntless about the world 
(d) hopeful about the world 

(vii) Pick out the literary device that has been used by the poet in the lines —
“Let’s not speak in any language,
let’s stop for one second..
(a) alliteration (b) anaphora (c) assonance (d) enjambment

(viii) With reference to the chapter ‘Indigo’ Rajkumar Shukla can be described as :
(a) resolute  (b) compliant  (c) docile (d) timorous

(ix) With reference to the poem, ‘A Thing of Beauty’, which of the following is not true? 
(a) Man and nature are inseparable.
(b) All beautiful things are a boon for nature. 
(c) Trees only appear beautiful to see.
(d) Nature provides us good health and mental peace. 

(x) “They pace in sleek chivalric certainty’.
The word ‘chivalric’ here shows
(a) the power of males  (b) the honour of male dominated society 
(c) a sense of honour towards women (d) the nation of slavery 

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are Manager, Infocom Network C-3, Main shopping center, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi. Draft an 
Advertisement offering office furniture for sale. Give details. (50 words)

OR
B. You are Akshay/ Yakshi, a student of class XII, St. Joseph’s  College, Delhi. You are interested in giving 

tuition in Accountancy to one or two students of class XI. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 
words for a local newspaper. 

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are the President, Literary Society of Sunshine International School. Draft an invitation to author, Ms 

Manjul Bajaj requesting her to conduct a workshop on creative writing in your school. You are Romi/Rohit 
of Zenith Public School. (50 words)www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. Write a formal reply accepting an invitation to be present in the birthday celebrations of your friend, 

Suresh’s daughter, who lives at 1231, Chattarpur, Delhi. You are Abhisehk Khanna. (50 words)

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Write a Letter in about 120-150 words for the post of the Librarian in Vision Senior Secondary School, 
Calicut. Also, enclose your bio-data with it. You are Radhika/Rajeev from 21, Cherry Road, Madurai.

OR
B. You are Seetha / Surya living in Bangalore. You and your friends are planning a week long holiday to a 

hill station. Write a letter in 120-150 words making necessary enquiries from the tour operator before you 
make your final decision.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. On the occasion of Teacher’s Day the Honourable PM of India had an interactive session with students from 
all over the country through satellite link. Your school also made special arrangements for the students to 
view the telecast. Write an article in about 120-150 words for your school magazine giving details of the talk 
and its impact on you. You are Akshay/ Akshita of Brightland Public School.  

OR 
B. You are Mridul/Mridula, an HT correspondent. You witnessed a protest rally by a youth organisation. 

Mentioning the purpose of rally, places covered and reaction of public, write a report in 120-150 words for 
your newspaper.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(a) How is the bangle industry of Firozabad a curse for the bangle makers?
(b) What did the gift of the rat trap signify?
(c) The poem ‘Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers’ is replete with symbols. Interpret any 2 symbols used in the poem.
(d) What different images does the poet use to convey the idea of her mother’s old age?
(e) What tempted Franz to stay away from school?
(f) Why did Gandhiji feel that taking the Champaran case to the court was useless?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(a) ‘‘But Sadao searching the spot of black in the twilight sea that night, had his reward’’. What was the 

reward?
(b) Why did Roger Skunk go to the wizard?
(c) How did ‘The World’ help Charley to confirm his doubts regarding the existence of a third level?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. What is the bond that unites old Mr. Lamb and Derry, the boy? How does the old man inspire the boy?

OR

B. Why is an adult’s perspective on life different from that of a child’s? (Should Wizard hit Mommy?)

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Why do you think Gandhiji considered the Champaran episode to be a turning-point in his life?

OR

B. The story ‘The Rattrap’ is both entertaining and philosophical. Discuss.

www.jeebooks.in
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1. (i) (a) discussing the relationship between the 
size of mammals and the nature of vegetation in their 
habitats
(ii) (c) incorrect assumptions on the part of geologists
(iii) (d) suggest the size of antelope herds
(iv) (c) prove a hypothesis
(v) (d) all of these
(vi) (a) India
(vii) (a) Production managers vitiated the machines, 
ruining them through overloading during production. 
(viii) (b) it lacks proper vegetation.
(ix) (a) massacre
(x) (c) He was awestruck by the splendour of the 
country vegetation.
(xi) (c) A country’s vegetation and its bulk of species 
had no relation between them.

2. (i) (c) Its revived and reformed form
(ii) (d) 1 and 3
(iii) (c) collection
(iv) (c) dance gurus
(v) (b) The Pillai brothers served the kingdom of 
Maratha King in the early 12th century. 
(vi) (b) the frontage of the stage.
(vii) (d) She submitted a bid to resuscitate her already 
existing best-seller.
(viii) (b) the rich and vibrant tradition
(ix) (d) Natya shastra
(x) (d) progress
(xi) (d) Dance is performed in temples only 
occasionally, and it has occupied the forefront of the 
stage.

3. A. (i) (d) something startling or unexpected
(ii) (b) unfortunate
(iii) (c) Metaphor
(iv) (c) Shocked, Surprised, Guilty

B. (i) (a) Young and innocent
(ii) (b) trying to help the old woman.
(iii) (c) simile

(iv) (c) 1, 2 and 3

C. (i) (d) a pleasant wish that makes one forget the 
present
(ii) (d) Human tendencies  to escape from the harsh 
realities of the present time
(iii) (b) 1 and 2
(iv) (b) the narrator is not at all satisfied with his life. 

4. A. (i) (a) the beautiful flowers grown in the valley
(ii) (d) metaphor
(iii) (a) the map has no relevance for the children
(iv) (c) the rising sun at the horizon

OR
B. (i) (b) fast pace of trees
(ii) (a) anxiety and fear
(iii) (a) paleness of the winter moon
(iv) (c) simile
5. (i) (c) When people are deprived of their essence 
and are in pain, they find that even the surrounding 
are affected. 
(ii) (c) personification
(iii) (b) plight of the street children being forced into 
labour at such an early age
(iv) (a) William Douglas
(v) (a) The students in the classroom are 
underprivileged and malnourished.
(vi) (b) pessimistic about the world 
(vii) (b) anaphora
(viii) (a) resolute
(ix) (c) Trees only appear beautiful to see.
(x) (c) a sense of honour towards women
6. Office Furniture for Sale

Available brand new teak wood and ply office 
furniture. Desks, chairs, boards, Sofa, table. Easy 
payment options. EMI available. Free delivery. 
Free installation. Hurry!!!
Contact Manager : 901423××××
E-mail-Infocomc-3@gmail.com

SOLUTIONS

7. 1231, Aashirwad Apartment, Chattarpur, 
Delhi.
15 Sept. 20××
Dear Suresh
I have received your invitation for your daughter’s birthday celebration on 30 Sept. 20×× at 7 p.m. at 
Hotel Treebo. I am extremely happy to know that all our old friends are likely to be there.
I would like to confirm my participation, looking forward to the momentous occasion.
With love  
Abhishekwww.jeebooks.in
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8. 24-II, Golden Apartments
Bangalore
13 March, 20××
The Manager
JJ Tours & Travels
Bangalore
Subject: Enquiry for short trip
Sir,
We are planning an excursion of seven days and six nights to Shimla in the month of May i.e., during 
summer vacation. There are approximately six people. We would like you to organise the tour for us. The 
preferred dates of the trip is between May 15-21, 20××. It would be highly appreciable if you can arrange 
the tickets of Kalka Mail till Kalka, followed by the Toy train. The hotel should be on the main Mall Road 
with basic facilities like hot water, T.V., etc. The cost of the trip should not exceed more than ` 3,000 per 
head including the cost of sight-seeing. Kindly let me know about the details of the  arrangements you 
make. I leave it upon you to organise for a comfortable and safe trip and stay.
Looking forward to your response.
Thank you
Yours faithfully
Seetha Nair

9. Protest Rally Against Rampant Corruption 
— By Mridul Gupta, HT Reporter

New Delhi, 24 May, 20×× : Members of the Young 
Urban Volunteers Association (YUVA), a youth 
organisation, held a protest rally on 23 May, 20××. 
Young boys and girls of YUVA organised the rally to 
raise their voice against rampant corruption in the 
society. The four hours long rally saw participants 
from various age groups who took to the road at 11:00 
a.m. sharp. The rally started from Connaught Circus 
and moved further to Janpath. From there the rally 
group walked to various iconic places of capital city, 
singing patriotic songs and shouting slogans on anti-
corruption. The rally finally stopped at Qutub Minar 
where the youth representatives of YUVA performed 
a street play on corruption and how to curb it. The 
attempt to spread the message of protest against 
corruption proved quite successful with general public 
joining in and vowing to fight against it.

10. (a) Lack of proper infrastructure and basic 
amenities make the Firozabad bangle industry a 
curse for bangle makers. The work places are ill-lit, 
glass blowing furnaces have high temperatures where 
children and women work. Long working hours, lack 
of protective eye gear effects their health adversely.
(b) The gift of rattrap signifies a change in the attitude 
of the peddler. He was filled with gratitude and was 
thankful to Edla for treating him like a captain. In 
the end peddler’s heart has completely changed as he 
leaves ten kronor notes, a letter of gratitude and a gift 

of rattrap for Edla. He signed the letter with his name 
as captain von Stahle because this name gave him the 
power to clear his conscience. 
(c) (i) The wedding band symbolises the oppression 
of women by slavery in marriage. Marriage binds a 
woman, suppressing her to be in an imposed marriage.
(ii) Aunt Jennifer’s death is symbolic of her complete 
surrender and submission to her suppression. It also 
emphasis on her state of complete helplessness.
(d) The poet compared her mother to the late 
winters’ moon’ to convey the idea of her old age. She 
looks devoid of energy and enthusiasm of youth. She 
appears as lackluster as the winter moon.
(e) Franz was tempted to stay away from school 
because he was running late, he had not revised his 
lessons on participles and was dreading a scolding 
from his teacher, M. Hamel. Moreover, it was a warm, 
bright day, the birds were chirping at the edge of the 
woods. The Prussian soldiers were drilling in the 
open field at the back of the sawmill. Altogether, the 
outdoor seemed more interesting to Franz than going 
to school.
(f) Gandhiji felt that taking the Champaran case 
to the court was useless because according to him, 
peasants were quite crushed and fear stricken. 
Gandhiji felt that there was little hope of getting 
justice as the case was against the British landlords. 
Moreover, the lawyers were collecting big fees from 
the poor peasants. He knew that the actual relief for 
the peasants would come when they become free from 
fear.www.jeebooks.in
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11. (b) Roger Skunk was a delightful child. His only 
problem was that he smelled awful. As a result nobody 
liked to be his friend and play with him. So he decides 
to go to the wizard to get rid of his bad smell. The 
wizard cast a magic spell to change the smell into that 
of roses.
(c) The World was a popular newspaper which 
stopped its publication before 1894. Having reached 
the third level of the Grand Central Station, Charley 
noticed that The World and the date, June 11, 1894 and 
confirmed that he was back in 1894. In the beginning, 
when he reached the third level, Charley was confused. 
Whatever he saw in the third level told him that he had 
travelled back to the past. This was confirmed when he 
saw The World. The lead story said something about 
President Cleveland and it was printed June 11, 1894.

12. Initially, every child is a stranger to the negative 
and positive values in life. As the child grows into 
maturity his perspective and vision of life change 
gradually. A child views things at superficial and 
sensory level but a grown-up’s vision is realistic, 
reflective, philosophical and even psychological. 
Viewed from the study of the story “Should Wizard 
Hit Mommy?” Jo, a child of four, like most children of 
her age, prefers to live in dreams and fantasies. She is 
hostile by nature and would like to wreak vengeance 
on Skunk’s mother and wants the wizard to retaliate.
She is annoyed because the father refuses to accept her 
suggestion. The father has a mature perspective and 
sees beyond the surface and explores the philosophical 

and moralistic aspect of the entire situation. The 
wizard had unwittingly interfered with nature and 
had thus done a great deal of harm and deserved to 
be punished. According to him the punishment meted 
out to the wizard is well merited and retaliation is out 
of the question, but as there is no injustice, evil and 
suffering in the child’s world, she likes the story to 
move on according to her whims and fancies.

13. Gandhiji considered the Champaran episode 
to be a turning point in his life perhaps because he 
declared that the British could not order him in his 
own country. It was for the first time that Gandhiji 
introduced a non-violent resistance, which came to be 
known as Satyagraha, against the Britishers. During 
this struggle, Gandhiji decided to urge the departure 
of the Britishers for the first time. The Champaran 
episode grew out of an attempt to alleviate the distress 
of large number of poor peasants and farmers and 
became the first civil disobedience movement led 
by Gandhiji. He, with local support, convinced poor 
farmers that they too had rights. When his lawyer 
friends suggested that having Mr. Andrews around 
would prove to be beneficial for them, Gandhiji told 
them taking help from a Britisher only shows the 
weakness in the hearts of the Indians. Gandhiji taught 
self reliance to his fellow Indians. The Champaran 
episode proved that if the cause was just, there was 
nothing to fear, not even the Britishers; the victory was 
inevitable.

www.jeebooks.in



Q. No. Section Chapter / Topic
Marks Per  
Question

Marks  
Obtained

1

Re
ad

in
g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Last Lesson
Lost Spring
The Third Level

8

4
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
My Mother at Sixty Six

4

5

The Last Lesson
My Mother at Sixty Six
Lost Spring
Deep Water
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
The Rattrap
Keeping Quiet
Indigo
A Thing of Beauty
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Advertisement
Advertisement

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

Lost Spring
The Rattrap
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
My Mother at Sixty Six
The Last Lesson
Indigo

10

11
The Enemy
Should Wizard hit Mommy?
The Third Level

4

12
On the Face of It
Should Wizard hit Mommy? 5

13
Indigo
The Rattrap 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-1, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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S
Q
P

BLUE PRINT

SQP 2

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80

www.jeebooks.in



16 Class 12

PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) One of the greatest sailing adventures of the past 25 years was the conquest of the Northwest Passage, 

powered by sail, human muscle, and determination. In 100 days, over three summers (1986-88), Canadians 
Jeff MacInnis and Mike Beedell accomplished the first wind-powered crossing of the Northwest Passage.

(2) In Jeff MacInnis’s words...Our third season. We weave our way through the labyrinth of ice, and in the 
distance we hear an unmistakable sound. A mighty bowhead whale is nearby, and its rhythmic breaths fill 
us with awe. Finally we see it relaxed on the surface, its blowhole quivering like a volcanic cone, but it senses 
our presence and quickly sounds. We are very disappointed. We had only good intentions - to revel in its 
beautiful immensity and to feel its power. Mike thinks how foolish it would be for this mighty beast to put 
any faith in us. After all, we are members of the species that had almost sent the bowhead into extinction 
with our greed for whale oil and bone. It is estimated that as many as 38,000 bowheads were killed off 
eastern Baffin Island in the 1800s; today there are about 200 left.

(3) The fascinating and sometimes terrifying wildlife keeps us entertained during our explorations. Bearded 
harp and ring seals greet us daily. The profusion of bird life is awesome; at times we see and smell hundreds 
of thousands of thick-billed murres clinging to their cliff side nests. Our charts show we are on the edge of 
a huge shoal where the frigid ocean currents ups well and mix nutrients that provide a feast for the food 
chain. At times these animals scare the living daylights out of us. They have a knack of sneaking up behind 
us and then shooting out of the water and belly flopping for maximum noise and splash. A horrendous 
splash coming from behind has a heart-stopping effect in polar bear country.

(4) We have many encounters with the “Lords of the Arctic,” but we are always cautious, observant, and ever 
so respectful that we are in their domain. In some regions the land is totally devoid of life, while in others 
the pulse of life takes our breath away. Such is the paradox of the Arctic; It’s wastelands flow into oasis’ that 
are found nowhere else on the face of the earth. Many times we find ancient signs of Inuit people who lived 
here, superbly attuned to the land. We feel great respect for them; this landscape is a challenge at every 
moment. 

(5) We face a 35 mile open water passage across Prince Regent Inlet on Baffin Island that will take us to our 
ultimate goal - Pond Inlet on Baffin Bay. The breakers look huge from the water’s edge. Leaning into the hulls, 
like bobsledders at the starting gate, we push as hard as we can down the gravel beach to the sea. We catch 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-2Subject Code : 301
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the water and keep pushing until we have plunged waist deep, then drag ourselves aboard. Immediately, 
we begin paddling with every ounce of effort. Inch by agonizing inch, Perception moves offshore. Sweat 
pours off our bodies. Ahead of us, looming gray-white through the fog, we see a massive iceberg riding the 
current like the ghost of a battleship. There is no wind to fill our sails and steady the boat, and the chaotic 
motion soon brings seasickness. Slowly the wind begins to build. Prince Regent Inlet now looks ominous 
with wind and waves. The frigid ocean hits us square in the face and chills us to the bone.

(6) We were on the fine edge. Everything the Arctic had taught us over the last 90 days was now being tested. 
We funneled all that knowledge, skill, teamwork, and spirit into this momentous crossing... If we went over 
in these seas we could not get the boat back up. Suddenly the wind speed plummeted to zero as quickly 
as it had begun.... Now we were being pushed by the convulsing waves toward sheer 2,000 foot cliffs. Two 
paddles were our only power. Sailing past glacier capped mountains, we approached the end of our journey. 
At 05:08 in the morning of our hundredth day, speeding into Baffin Bay, the spray from our twin hulls 
makes rainbows in the sun as we complete the first sail powered voyage through the Northwest Passage. 

(7) We have journeyed through these waters on their terms, moved by the wind, waves and current. The 
environment has always been in control of our destiny; we have only tried to respond in the best possible 
way. We’ve been awake for nearly 23 hours, but we cannot sleep. The joy and excitement are too great. Our 
Hobie Cat rests on the rocky beach, the wind whistling in her rigging, her bright yellow hulls radiant in the 
morning sunlight. She embodies the watchword for survival in the Arctic - adaptability.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The passage is about the _________ .
(a) author’s sailing adventure through the Northwest passage
(b) flora and fauna of the Arctic
(c) survival skills needed while sailing
(d) saving the Arctic

(ii) “Lords of the Arctic,” (Para 4) refers to _________ .
(a) Wind breakers   (b) Bearded seals 
(c) Polar Bears   (d) bowhead whales

(iii) The author’s sailing vessel is named _________ .
(a) Prince Regent   (b) Hobie Cat
(c) Perception   (d) Arctic

(iv) ‘We were on the fine edge’ refers to _________ .
(a) the Prince Regent Inlet (b) the ominous sail
(c) the frigid ocean   (d) their expedition

(v) ________ embodies the watchword for survival in the Arctic-adaptability.
(a) The cat   (b) Destiny 
(c) The ship   (d) None of these

(vi) The author is an adventure enthusiast who loves _________ .
(a) nature   (b) domestic animals 
(c) Wildlife   (d) both ‘a’ and ‘c’

(vii) According to the passage ‘labyrinth’ here means __________ .
1. web 2. maze 3. order 4. line
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 4www.jeebooks.in



18 Class 12

(viii) Pick out the option that best describes MacInnis’s thoughts about the bowhead whales. 
(a) The whales should trust human beings.
(b) Human beings have never killed a bowhead whale. 
(c) Bowhead whales are foolish to trust a human.
(d) Only 200 bowhead whales are left today. 

(ix) As given in paragraph 4, Inuit people are 
(a) the migrants of America 
(b) those who live in jungles
(c) the hunters of sea  animals in the Arctic
(d) the indigenous people of the Arctic

(x) With reference to the passage we find the author is _________ by the wildlife.
(a) disgusted    (b) terrified
(c) fascinated   (d) scared

(xi) According to the passage, the skills that helped the author and his partner survive the adventure are 
(1) their team work
(2) their strength to adapt the things
(3) their positive spirit 
(4) their knowledge of using technologies
(5) their way of sailing the slip
(a) 1, 2, and 3   (b) 2, 4, and 5
(c) 1, 3, and 4   (d) 3, 4, and 5

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Suspense was over when my high school results finally came out. But I was upset. I had not done as well as 

I had expected. My Father tried to console me. “Why are you worried? You have done very well my dear.” 
“No, I have not Baba,” I protested, controlling my tears, and wondering if I had disappointed him. “It does 
not really matter,” he assured me. “Do you know what I got when I finished high school?” I looked into 
Baba’s face and waited for the answer to his own question. “You know,” he told me “I have never told you 
this. I got just a third division. But, look at me, I have done quite well.” Baba got a third division! I was 
almost in shock, but the thought of my having done a lot better than that made me realize that I had no 
reason to complain. I certainly felt better ! “Everything is under control!” said Baba, smiling. That was his 
favourite phrase. Posted in Kolkata, my father was then a senior official in the Indian Railway Service, and 
an expert in goods traffic operations. He was soon to become a director with the Railway Board. By the 
time he retired in 1981, he was general manager of the Central Railways. By the time Baba passed away in 
November 2000, his name had found place in several hearts as well. He was open, easy to know, and full of 
life. We were extremely close, but I had so much more to learn about him from many things I came to know 
after his death.

(2) In September 2000, he was in hospital for treatment of cancer and given just two months to live. When 
he found out, his reaction was an extremely rational one. He asked me to fetch files from his cupboard, so 
that he could explain the details of my mother’s pension. He also dictated his will from his hospital bed. 
“Everything is under control!” After Baba’s death, Satish, our old family retainer, was inconsolable. We tried 
to cheer him up. “Your Baba had scolded me only once in all these years!” he cried. Satish pointed to the 
watch on his left hand. “I had been coming late for work and everyone in the family was complaining about 
it,” said Satish. “Then, one day, your Baba gave me this watch and told me, ‘Now that you have a watch, you 
can’t be late’. ” That was the scolding Satish received. On the fourth day after Baba’s death, my sister and I 
had to perform a ceremony. Since several relatives were expected, we decided to order lunch from a caterer www.jeebooks.in



English Core 19

in our locality, reputed for his home cooked food. But, when we went to pay to owner, we got a surprise. He 
refused to accept any money! “When I wanted to start my catering business, it was your father who lent me 
money,” he told us. It seems Baba never asked for it back. Now, after four or five years, the caterer wanted 
to repay that debt. Of course, we made him accept the full payment for the fine food and service. “It was 
Baba’s gift and it ought to remain so,” I told him.

(3) Some days later, there was yet another piece of information as we were preparing for the main ceremony. 
Vikram, my brother drove me to the local market. On recognizing our car, the parking assistant, in his 
twenties, came running towards us and asked why he had not seen its owner for long. We had to break the 
news to him and to our utter surprise, he started crying. We were really surprised by this reaction from 
a stranger – until the man told us that Baba used to pay his daughter’s school fees and buy her books. It 
seems, it was on my father’s advice that he had even started sending the child to school. More than three 
years after Baba’s death, as we were looking into Baba’s personal things, we came across an old file with 
Baba’s certificates and I found among them, his high school diploma from 1937, the one he told me about 
30 years earlier, about the third division that had made no difference in his life or career. It had made me 
see beyond mere marks and first classes as the main road to success. But there was one more fact. Baba had 
actually got a first division, a rare achievement in his day. Today, years after his passing, when I think of 
Baba, I see a man who was able to sympathise with others so easily and touch their lives in such a special 
way.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) Father’s revelation of his high school result to the narrator, was to 

(a) criticize the  narrator’s  inability to obtain good marks
(b) make fun of the narrator
(c) console and to encourage the narrator 
(d) to showcase his own achievements

(ii) “I was almost in shock ...” Pick the option in which the meaning of shock[ed] is not the same as it is in the 
passage. 
(a) Julie was deeply in shock by her grandmother’s death. 
(b) He completely shocked everyone with his news. 
(c) When she went to China, She experienced culture shock. 
(d) When the doctor noticed that the health of the patient was not improving, he suggested the shock 

therapy.
(iii) Based on your reading of the passage choose the option that lists the correct sequence of the events. 

1. The narrator’s result was declared. 
2. The narrator’s father told him about him high-school result.
3. The narrator went to the market with his brother, Vikram.
4. Baba passed away.
5. The narrator realised that his father had actually got a first division. 
(a) 5, 2, 1, 3, 4 (b) 1, 2, 4, 3, 5 (c) 3, 2, 1, 5, 4 (d) 4, 1, 3, 5, 2

(iv) After the reading of the passage, it can be concluded that the narrator’s father had a ________ approach 
towards the people and society. 
(a) egoistic  (b) inhumane (c) humanitarian (d) barbaric 

(v) How did father react to the narrator’s high school result ?
(a) He scolded him.
(b) He presented him a gift.
(c) He consoled him and asked him to not worry about it. 
(d) He punished him.www.jeebooks.in
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(vi) According to the passage, the narrator’s disappointment after seeing his result, shows that
(a) he was expecting a good result. (b) he already knew about his result.
(c) he failed to hide it from his parents. (d) he has not studied well.

(vii) Pick the option that correctly states what DID NOT happen after the narrator’s father passed away. 
(a) No one turned out for Baba’s condolence. 
(b) Everybody in the nearby area praised Baba for his helping nature. 
(c) The caterer refused to take the money.
(d) The narrator found Baba’s old file with the certificates and his high school diploma in it.

(viii) According to the passage, The narrator’s high school result was 
(a) over exciting.   (b) average. 
(c) below average.   (d) not as well as he expected.

(ix) Pick out the option that correctly lists the final feelings of the narrator after finding his father’s old file. 
1. frustrated 2. satisfied 3. hopeful 4. arrogant
5. pessimistic  6. disappointed
(a) 2 and 3 (b) 4 and 6 (c) 1 and 5 (d) 5 and 6

(x) Choose the correct synonym of ‘rational’ as given in para 2, from the options given below. 
1. logical  2. reasonable  3. agitated 4. thoughtless
(a) 1 and 4 (b) 1 and 3 (c) 2 and 4 (d) 1 and 2

(xi) Pick the option which means the same as ‘console’ given in the paragraph 1.
(a) upset (b) solace (c) timid (d) passionate

LITERATURE (20 Marks)
3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 

that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)
A. Listening to them, I see two distinct worlds one of the family, caught in a web of poverty, burdened by 

the stigma of caste in which they are born; the other a vicious circle of the sahukars, the middlemen, the 
policemen, the keepers of law, the bureaucrats and the politicians. Together they have imposed the baggage  
on the child that he cannot put down. Before he is aware, he accepts it as naturally as his father. ... a flash of 
it in Mukesh I am cheered. “I want to be a motor mechanic; he repeats.”

(i) Who is being burdened under the baggage of two worlds?
(a) The author  (b) The middlemen  (c) A young man  (d) The sahukars

(ii) The phrase ‘stigma of caste’ here refers to the 
(a) grief stricken life of the bangle makers  (b) the untouchables living in Firozabad 
(c) poor families living in the slums  (d) children unable  to get proper food and clothes

(iii) Pick the option that means the same as ‘vicious’.
(a) Gentle (b) Accurate (c) Brutal  (d) Humane

(iv) Mukesh’s dream that he wanted to be a motor mechanic, suggest that  
(a) He is passionate about driving.
(b) He is just like other boys of his place 
(c) He is completely different from all the members of his family.
(d) He has to work to earn his livelihood.

B. The world had, of course never been very kind to him, so it gave him unwanted joy to think ill of it in this 
way. It became a cherished pastime of his, during many dreary ploddings, to think of people he knew who 
had let themselves be caught in the dangerous snare, and of others who were still circling around the bait.www.jeebooks.in
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(i) The peddler’s constant thought about the people who had been tempted to touch the bait suggests that 
(a) he did not like the greedy people.  (b) he is always cautious to meet his friends.
(c) he considers the whole world, a rattrap. (d) he is fed up of his poverty stricken life. 

(ii) The peddler gets unusual joy in thinking
(a) about his future dreams (b) about his past
(c) about people, lured by wealth (d) ill about the world 

(iii) The word ‘plodding’ means the same as
(a) lumber (b) cautiously (c) loudly (d) tiptoe

(iv) Who is the author of this chapter?
(a) Louis fischer (b) Adrienne Rich (c) W.B. Yeats (d) Selma Lagerlo..f

C. She crouched close to the sleeping face of the young American. It was a piteously thin face she thought, and 
the lips were twisted. The man was suffering whether he knew it or not. Watching him, she wondered if the 
stories they heard sometimes of the sufferings of prisoners were true. They came like flickers of rumour, 
told by word of mouth and always contradicted.

(i) The above extract has been taken from 
(a) The Third Level   (b) The Enemy
(c) On the Face of it   (d) Evans Tries an O-level 

(ii) Which word in the above extract is the synonym of ‘confute’?
(a) Twisted  (b) contradict (c) Flicker (d) Rumour

(iii) The young American was wounded because he had been
(a) shot (b) slapped hard (c) beaten up  (d) stabbed

(iv) The wounded person came to the house which belonged to
(a) The Japanese (b) The Chinese (c) The British (d) U.S.

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Perhaps the Earth can teach us
 As when everything seems dead
 And later proves to be alive  
 Now I will count upto twelve
 And you keep quiet and I will go.
(i) Pick out the option that is not correct with reference to the poem.

 (a) Silence teaches us to live in harmony. 
(b) By remaining  silent, we can spread peace and be productive at the same time.
(c) The Earth nurtures life and ensures that the cycle of life goes on unhampered. 
(d) The poet appeals to be chaotic and create noises and have fun. 

(ii) Which poetic device has been used by the poet in the line –
 “Perhaps the Earth can teach us”.

(a) Metaphor (b) Alliteration  (c) Personification  (d) Antithesis 
(iii) The poem ‘Keeping Quiet” discusses the need of 

(a) having conversation with each other.  (b) maintaining peace and silence. 
(c) maintaining social relations.  (d) Fulfilling the generation gap. 

(iv) The poem is written by 
(a) Stephen spender (b) Pablo Neruda (c) John Keats (d) John Byron www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still singed with ordeals she was mastered by. 
The  tigers in the panel that she made 
Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid 

(i) The tigers in the poem symbolise
1. Splendour  2. Strength 3. Threat 4. Ferociousness
5.  Chaos 6. Weakness
(a) 4 and 5 (b) 3 and 4 (c) 1 and 2 (d) 2 and 6

(ii) The rhyme scheme of the above extract is 
(a) aabb (b) abab (c) aaab (d) abba

(iii) In the poem, Aunt Jennifer’s represents
(a) women in general   (b) woman in particular
(c) the freedom of an old woman (d) the strong bonding between animals and humans 

(iv) The significance of ‘art’ as shown in the poem is —
(a) it has shown the skills of the poet. 
(b) it has become a medium for her to escape from the reality
(c) it shows how much leisure she has 
(d) it shows her love for animals. 

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)
(i) Adrienne Rich’s poem ‘Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger’ deals with the themes of 

1. womanhood   2. marriage
3. materialism   4. self-centredness of women
5. importance of artistic expression  6. repression of one’s personality 
(a) 1, 3, 4, and 5   (b) 1, 4, 5 and 6
(c) 1, 2, 5 and 6   (d) 2, 3, 4 and 5

(ii) Pick out the option that is not true about Saheb with reference to ‘Lost spring’.
(a) He is a ragpicker from Seemapuri.
(b) Saheb was overburdened after started working at a tea-stall. 
(c) To him remaining bare foot is following their tradition. 
(d) His grandfather used to be a king that’s why he calls himself Saheb-e-Alam.

(iii) According to the poem, ‘A Thing of Beauty’, the things that cause pain and suffering are 
1. dark phases of our life 
2. failure to score good marks 
3. adverse circumstances
(a) 1 and 2 (b) only 1 (c) 1 and 3 (d) only 3

(iv) Douglas’ mother warned him against swimming in the Yakima river because
(a) it had strong currents  (b) its water is sour and scanty
(c) many people had drowned there (d) it was for fishing only

(v) Through the poem, ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum’, Spender wanted
(a) to give privilege to all the underprivileged
(b) to improve the condition of the slums 
(c) to promote education 
(d) to give voice to all the social injustices that exist all over the world.www.jeebooks.in
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(vi) In the short story ‘The Rattrap’ the author supports the theory of 
(a) selfishness  (b) avarice (c) compassion  (d) betrayal 

(vii) In the phrase ‘sudden strangeness’ the poetic device has been used by the poet is 
(a) oxymoron (b) hyperbola (c) alliteration  (d) repetition

(viii) The author has written his short story ‘The Last Lesson’ in the backdrop of 
(a) of Franco - Prussian War (b) French Revolution
(c) World War I   (d) The Black Day

(ix) At first the poet compares her mother’s appearance to 
(a) a full moon (b) the shining stars (c) a corpse (d) the rising sun 

(x) To improve the poor condition of Champaran Gandhi had to suffer a lot. How did he behave with the 
officials outside the court? 
(a) He was firm and resolute.  (b) He demonstrated his power.
(c) He said that he would disobey the order.  (d) He cooperated with them. 

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You want to sell your newly built flat. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words to be 
inserted in the classified columns of ‘The Hindu’ giving all necessary details. You are Niranjan, 247, J.P. 
Nagar, Bangalore.

OR 

B. Your school is organizing a SPICMACAY   programme on the occasion of the World Dance Day wherein 
the renowned Bharatanatyam dancer, Geeta Chandran would be giving a lecture demonstration. As the 
President, Cultural Society of your school, draft a notice in about 50 words, informing the students about 
the same. You are Rakhsita/Rohit of MVN Public School.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. As Secretary of the Literary Club of St. Anne’s School, Ahmedabad, draft a formal invitation in not more 
than 50 words for the inauguration of the club in your school.

OR
B. You are Amit Dubey. You have received an invitation from the Director, Health Services, Punjab who has 

invited leading medical practitioners of the state to attend a workshop on ‘child care’ on 25 July, 20×× at 
9 a.m. in New Hope Hospital, Ambala. Draft a reply to the invitation in 50 words. 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Ashwini/Asha, a resident of 15, city centre, Haldwani. During your college life, you participated in 
various curricular and co-curricular activities with meritorious performance. Write a letter to the principal 
of your college, i.e., Dr. Rajendra Prasad Degree College, Delhi requesting them to issue you a testimonial 
including the details of your performance. 

OR
B. Write a letter to the commissioner of Delhi Municipal Corporation, explaining your concerns about the 

mosquito-menace in your locality. Also suggest urgent measures to cope with the problem. You are Lata 
Prithvi, D-26 Nirvana Complex, Delhi.  www.jeebooks.in
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9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. It is very important to take significant actions to save our planet. Write an article in about 120-150 words 
for your school magazine on how can we save and protect our planet. You are Akshay/Akshita of Graham 
Public School, Indore.

OR 

B. As part of an Entrepreneurship project the commerce students of your school recently launched a product 
called Oatlicious. They not only set up a company to produce the product but also designed its advertising 
and marketing strategy. Write an article in about 120-150 words for your school magazine giving details of 
the enterprise and its launch. You are Akshay/ Akshita of Graham Public School, Indore.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)
10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)

(i)  How and why was M. Hamel dressed differently that day?
(ii) Mention any two long term consequences of the drowning incident on Douglas.
(iii) How does the poem, ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum’, portray/describe the slum children?
(iv) According to Keats what moves away the pain and suffering from human life?
(v) What were the poet’s feelings as she drove to Cochin airport?
(vi) At the crofter’s home, why did the peddler feel very happy?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)  How does Evans escape from the jail?
(ii) Why Hana had to wash the wounded man herself ?
(iii) How did Jo want the wizard to behave when Mommy Skunk approached him?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. What did the French teacher tell his students in his last French lesson? What impact did it have on them? 
Why?

OR

B. Why did Gandhiji consider freedom from fear more important than legal justice for the poor peasants of 
Champaran? 

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. What efforts were made by Dr . Sadao and Hana to save the life of the injured man? 

OR

B. Discuss the qualities of Mr. Lamb which make him overlook the deformity of Derek.

www.jeebooks.in
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1. (i) (a) author’s sailing adventure through the 
Northwest Passage
(ii) (c) Polar Bears
(iii) (b) Hobie Cat
(iv) (c) the frigid ocean
(v) (a) The cat
(vi) (d) both (a) and (c)
(vii) (a) 1 and 2
(viii) (c) Bowhead whales are foolish to trust a human.
(ix) (d) the indigenous people of the Arctic
(x) (c) fascinated
(xi) (a) 1, 2 and 3
2. (i) (c) console and to encourage the narrator 
(ii) (d) When the doctor noticed that the health of 
the patient was not improving, he suggested the shock 
therapy.
(iii) (b) 1, 2 4, 3, 5
(iv) (c) humanitarian
(v) (c) He consoled him and asked him to not worry 
about it.
(vi) (a) he was expecting a good result.
(vii) (a) No one turned out for Baba’s condolence. 
(viii) (d) not as well as he expected.
(ix) (a) 2 and 3
(x) (d) 1 and 2
(xi) (b) solace
3. A. (i) (c) A young man
(ii) (a) grief stricken life of the bangle makers 
(iii) (c) Brutal
(iv) ((c) He is completely different from all the 
members of his family.

SOLUTIONS
B. (i) (c) he considers the whole world, a rattrap.
(ii) (d) ill about the world 
(iii) (a) lumber
(iv) (d) Selma Lagerlo..f
C. (i) (b) The Enemy
(ii) (b) contradict
(iii) (a) shot
(iv) (a) The Japanese
4. A. (i) (d) The poet appeals to be chaotic and 
create noises and have fun. 
(ii) (c) Personification 
(iii) (b) maintaining peace and silence. 
(iv) (b) Pablo Neruda

OR
B. (i) 1 and 2 
(ii) (a) aabb
(iii) (a) women in general
(iv) (b) it has become a medium for her to escape 
from the reality
5. (i) (c) 1, 2, 5 and 6
(ii) (d) His grandfather used to be a king that’s why 
he calls himself Saheb-e-Alam.
(iii) (c) 1 and 3
(iv) (c) many people had drowned there
(v) (d) to give voice to all the social injustices that 
exist all over the world.
(vi) (c) compassion
(vii) (c) alliteration
(viii) (a) of Franco - Prussian War
(ix) (c) a corpse
(x) (d) He cooperated with them.

6.A. Flat for Sale
Centrally located, newly built two bedroom flat for sale in J.P. Nagar. Well furnished, nicely ventilated and 
spacious. Fifteen minutes drive from the airport, in close vicinity with market, prestigious schools, hospital. 
Owner going abroad. Expected price Rs. 28 Lacs (negotiable). Contact: Niranjan, 247, J.P. Nagar, Bangalore.

OR

B. MVN Public School

NOTICE
24 March, 20××

SPICMACAY Presentation by Geeta Chandran

On the occasion of World Dance Day, our school is organising a SPICMACAY programme, where Geeta 
Chandran would be giving lecture demonstration. You all are hereby invited to attend the same and make 
the occasion memorable.
When : 27 March, 20××
Where : School Auditorium 
Rohit
(President, Cultural society)www.jeebooks.in
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7.A. St. Anne’s School, Ahmedabad
Invites the students, teachers, and staff members to the 

Inauguration 
of

Literary Club on
Monday, 18 March, 20××

10:30 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
School Library

Famous writer and poet Mr. Vikram Seth shall grace the occasion with his presence.
Secretary, literary Club

(Please be seated by 10:00 A.M.)

OR
B. Director Health Services,

Punjab
15 July, 20××
Respected Sir,

Thanks you for your thoughtful invitation. I am honoured on being invited to attend a workshop on 
‘Child care’ at New Hope Hospital, Ambala.

I accept the invitation and consider it will be a pleasure to attend the workshop. 

Yours sincerely,

Amit Dubey

8.A. 15, City centre
Haldwani
16 August, 20××
The Principal
Dr. Rajendra Prasad college
Delhi
Subject : Request for issue of testimonial 

Respect sir, 

I had the privilege of being a student of this esteemed institution during the academic years 2006-2009. 
During these years I was extremely fortunate to participate in various curricular and co-curricular activities 
and bring great laurels to our college. Given below are my personal details for your ready reference. 

Name : Ashwini Yadav

Father’s Name  : Vipin Yadav
Course pursued : B.Sc.
Roll No.  : 1784
Enrolment No.  : 0820329
Year of Joining  : 2006
Year of Passing  : 2009

I am sure the college record contains a detailed account of all my achievements. It is my request to you to 
issue me a testimonial that includes details of my performance and achievements as this will be extremely 
useful for my future prospects. Awaiting an early response from your end. 

Yours sincerely,

Ashwini Yadavwww.jeebooks.in
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9. Save the planet, Earth       
                                                                                – By Akshita
This is a cause of complete concern across the globe 
today. The global warming has accelerated the rise 
of temperature on Earth which is said to have risen 
by 40 C. The sea level is also rising. The glaciers are 
also melting away resulting in massive floods causing 
huge losses. On the other hand there has been very 
less rainfall in the recent years resulting in the scarcity 
of food around the world.  The death rate due to 
starvation has increased immensely. We human beings 
are solely responsible for bringing this calamity upon 
us. We pollute our planet in many ways. Deforestation, 
industrial pollution, toxic wastes, vehicular pollution 
and lack of greenery are the chief causes of imbalance 
in the ecosystem.
The urgent need of the hour is that each one of us 
take steps to save the planet in every possible way. We 
should protect our forests, save fuel, plant trees, take 
care of toxic pollutants, conserve water and change 
our life style.
Awareness programmes must be launched by 
the students and NGOs to make people aware of 
environmental problems. The public should avoid the 
use of polythene bags. All of us must strive hard to 
save our beautiful planet for the future generations.

10. (ii) As a child Douglas has two near drowning 
experiences which left two long term consequences 
on him. He developed a phobia of water because of 
which he didn’t learn swimming. The fear of water 
also resulted in him missing out on a lot of water fun 
activities like fishing, boating and canoeing, etc. He 
felt handicapped and deprived of all fun for a very 
long time. 
(iii) The slum children in an elementary school look 
pathetic. They are undernourished and diseased. They 
are used to dark, dirty, narrow cramped areas closed 
in by a grey sky. They are pale and unhealthy. Their 
unkempt and dull hair has been compared to rootless 
weeds. One of the girls is apparently burdened with 
the miseries of poverty. 
One of the boys has inherited his father’s disease 
and has stunted growth. Another student is sitting 
unnoticed and he is yearning to play outdoors. 
(iv) In spite of all the sufferings, a beautiful thing 
helps us to remove the cover of gloom or darkness 

from our lives. The things of beauty are the sun, the 
moon, old and new trees, daffodils, clear rills, musk 
roses that bloom among the thick forest ferns. 
(v) As she drove to Cochin airport, the thought that 
her mother looked old and withered, disturbed the 
poet. Her childhood fears haunted her again. 
(vi)  At the crofter’s home, the peddler felt very 
happy because it was for the first time someone had 
welcomed him into one’s house. The lonely crofter fed 
the peddler warm porridge, shared tobacco with him, 
played cards and treated him very nicely. The crofter 
shared his secrets with peddler and even showed 
him where he kept his money. The crofter gave him a 
comfortable bed to sleep in.

11. (i) Evans decided to appear for O-level 
Examination in German. Governor sought permission 
from the Board. Mc Leery the parson from St. Mary 
Mags came to invigilate. In reality he was an accomplice 
of Evans and had imprisoned the real parson. In the 
cell the two exchange places. It made possible because 
Evans had covered himself in a blanket. 
At the end of the exam Evans walks out a free man 
disguised as the parson.
(ii) Hana had to wash the wounded soldier herself 
because Yumi, the nanny, refused to wash the 
American soldier. She and the other servants were 
frightened when they learned about the enemy being 
in the house. They did not want to get into trouble of 
any kind. This is why they refused to help their master 
and mistress.

12. On the day of his last French lesson, M.Hamel 
told his students and village elders present in the 
classroom that the order had come from Berlin to 
teach only German in the schools of Alsace and 
Lorraine. He also told them that the new master was 
supposed to be arriving the next day. As the last lesson 
progressed, M. Hamel told the class that French is the 
most beautiful language in the world. He asked them 
to preserve it because it was the key to their freedom. 
The whole classroom seemed so strange and solemn. 
On the back benches that were always empty, some 
of the elderly village people sat, crying. That day, the 
students paid a great deal of attention, even the elder 
ones. The news of the last French lesson sounded like a 
thunderclap in the ears of little Franz. He was shocked, www.jeebooks.in
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at first, but soon he was overcome with a feeling of 
remorse and regret. Most of all, it was M. Hamel who 
was saddened by the news. He regretted not giving 
French language its due importance and now, their 
mother tongue was being taken away from them.

13. So far Derek had always been stared at and made 
conscious of his deformity by the people around 
him. Mr. Lamb however, talked to Derek and viewed 
him from a totally different angle. His sympathetic 
understanding, compassion, a considerate attitude and 
positivity didn’t attach any importance to the outburst 
of Derek about his handicap because he knew that he 

was drowned in self-pity and self-rejection and was 
paying undue attention to this deformity. Mr Lamb 
didn’t want Derek to dwell unduly on the issue of his 
ugly looks, so he changed the topic the moment the 
boy started elaborating it. He also wanted to impress 
upon Derek that in order to lead a healthy life one 
must accept one’s lot. Life affords us so many bounties 
which merit appreciation. Mr Lamb’s  special mention 
of healthy and ripe apples and jelly he was going to 
make out of them was an indirect reflection on the 
sweetness that life is full of and that is available for the 
asking. His indifference to Derek’s outburst indirectly 
aimed at helping him learn the lesson of positivity in life. 
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Q. No. Section Chapter / Topic
Marks Per  
Question

Marks  
Obtained

1

Re
ad

in
g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3

Li
te

ra
tu

re

Lost Spring
The Rattrap
The Enemy

8

4
Keeping Quiet
Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger

4

5

Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Lost Spring
A Thing of Beauty
Deep Water
An Elementary School Classroom in A Slum
The Rattrap
Keeping Quiet
The Last Lesson
My Mother at Sixty Six
Indigo

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Article 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Last Lesson
Deep Water
An Elementary School Classroom in A Slum
A Thing of Beauty
My Mother at Sixty Six
The Rattrap

10

11
Evan Tries an O Level
The Enemy
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?

4

12
The Last Lesson
Indigo 5

13
The Enemy
On the Face of It 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-2, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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S
Q
P

BLUE PRINT

SQP 3

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below
(1) Nuclear capability gives a status to the country in the community of nations. No nation can afford to make 

destructive use of the nuclear energy without risking a World War. That is why America did not make use 
of nuclear weapon in the Vietnam War though it had become a matter of prestige for her. Similarly Russia 
preferred to pull out her missile bases from Cuba instead of coming in direct conflict with a nuclear power, 
America. But India, since she started adopting nuclear technology, had decided to make only peaceful use 
of nuclear energy. The fear expressed by Pakistan and the comments made in the Chinese press are more 
for the sake of propaganda than for the projection of truth. 

(2) India needs nuclear energy in order to meet her power shortage. She has been depending upon hydroelectric 
power which is undependable because of the uncertainty of rainfall. Good quality of coal which is another 
source of energy cannot be extracted commercially because it lies very deep and the cost of extraction 
is very high. India is not producing much of oil, rather she has to import nearly 74 per cent of her total 
consumption. So the only alternative with India is to have a cheaper and more dependable source of energy. 
The known reserves of thorium in India are sufficient to last many hundred years. That is why India has 
already commissioned two nuclear power stations, one at Tarapur and the other at Rana Pratap Sagar. Each 
one has the installed capacity of producing 420 M.W. of electricity. Two other at Kalpakkam, are operational. 
This energy will be able to meet the power shortage throughout the country. If industries work at their full 
capacity, production will be higher and so per capita income will increase and inflation will be neutralized.

(3) With the help of controlled nuclear explosions, artificial dams can be made. In fact for building a dam there 
should be two huge mountain walls enclosing a deep valley just near the course of a river. These conditions 
are not available at all the places. So with the help of controlled nuclear explosions mountains can be blown 
up. This can also help in laying roads in the mountainous areas. In fact, some of the borders of India have 
mountainous terrain and the movement of the army is quite difficult. So even for the sake of national security 
it is necessary to have roads in those areas.

(4) With the help of radiation the shelf life of vegetables and fruits can be increased. In the tropical countries 
like India, it is necessary that the perishable fruit stuffs are preserved for a long time. Radiation can check 
the sprouting of onions and potatoes which are much in demand in foreign countries. Similarly fruits like 
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bananas and mangoes which have much export potential can be preserved for a very long time. The texture 
and taste of the fruit do not undergo any change.

(5) Nuclear technology can also be harnessed for medical purposes. It is said that radioactive iodine is used 
for detecting the disease of the thyroid glands. Similarly, India of U.N. experts, radiated vaccine which can 
immunize sheep from lungworm disease, which used to take a heavy toll of sheep every year.

(6) Properly processed nuclear fuel is also used for artificial satellite in space. Weather satellites can predict 
cyclones and the rainfall with extreme accuracy. Communication satellites can help in conveying the 
messages to very long distances. In a huge country like India, communication satellites are necessary.

(7) Radiation is also used for preparing the mutant seeds. Many varieties of rice and some cereals have been 
prepared at Tarapur laboratory. This will increase our agricultural production and help India to become 
economically better off. So for India it is necessary to make peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) India needs nuclear energy in order to _________ .

(a) gain status in the community of nations (b) meet her power shortage
(c) increase her might  (d) frighten the hostile countries

(ii) Coal, another source of energy, cannot be extracted commercially because __________ .
(a) it lies very deep
(b) the cost of extraction is very high
(c) it lies very deep and the cost of extraction is very high
(d) it is risky for the miners to extract it

(iii) In India _________ are sufficient to last many years.
(a) nuclear power stations (b) Reserves of thorium
(c) vegetables and fruits (d) radioactive iodine

(iv) __________ is also used for preparing mutant seeds.
(a) Nuclear energy   (b) Artificial satellites
(c) Radiation    (d) None of these

(v) India is making ______ use of nuclear energy.
(a) peaceful  (b) satellite (c) medical  (d) explosive

(vi) Nuclear energy can help the country in its economic growth by ___________ .
(a) producing electricity (b) increasing agriculture production
(c) making radiation  (d) making satellites

(vii) “ India needs nuclear energy in order to meet her power shortage.
Pick out the option that explain the above statement more accurately.
(a) Nuclear energy can be destructive only.
(b) India has used nuclear energy for peaceful purposes only.
(c) India has been using nuclear energy for destructive purposes. 
(d) Nuclear energy can never be useful for us in many ways. 

(viii) “India has been depending upon hydroelectric power which is undependable because of the uncertainty of 
rainfall.

 If it’s not uncertain then it would be
(a) speculative (b) vague (c) erratic  (d) predictable 

(ix) According to the passage, radiation can help in increasing the ___________ of vegetable  and fruits. 
(a) durability (b) redolence (c) taste (d) saucinesswww.jeebooks.in
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(x) In what ways nuclear energy can be helpful for us?
(a) It helps to increase the shelf life of fruits and vegetables.
(b) It is helpful for farming purposes only.
(c) It is useful in preparing the mutant seeds. 
(d) All of these. 

(xi) According to the passage, which disease can be detected with the help of nuclear technology?
(a) Immunity disorder  (b) Hormonal imbalance 
(c) Diseases  of thyroid glands (d) Iron deficiency

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) We often make all things around us the way we want them. Even during our pilgrimages we have begun 

to look for whatever makes our heart happy, gives comfort to our body and peace to the mind. It is as if 
external solutions will fulfil our needs, and we do not want to make any special efforts even in our spiritual 
search. Our mind is resourceful—it works to find shortcuts in simple and easy ways.

(2) Even pilgrimages have been converted into tourism opportunities. Instead, we must awaken our conscience 
and souls and understand the truth. Let us not tamper with either our own nature or that of the Supreme. 

(3) All our cleverness is rendered ineffective when nature does a dance of destruction. Its fury can and will 
wash away all imperfections. Indian culture, based on Vedic treatises, assists in human evolution, but we 
are now using our entire energy in distorting these traditions according to our convenience instead of 
making efforts to make ourselves worthy of them.

(4) The irony is that humans are not even aware of the complacent attitude they have allowed themselves to sink 
to. Nature is everyone’s Amma and her fierce blows will sooner or later corner us and force us to understand 
this truth. Earlier, pilgrimages to places of spiritual significance were rituals that were undertaken when 
people became free from their worldly duties. Even now some seekers take up this pious religious journey 
as a path to peace and knowledge. Anyone travelling with this attitude feels and travels with only a few 
essential items that his body can carry. Pilgrims traditionally travelled light, on foot, eating light, dried 
chickpeas and fruits, or whatever was available. Pilgrims of olden days did not feel the need to stay in 
special AC bedrooms, or travel by luxury cars or indulge themselves with delicious food and savouries.

(5) Pilgrims traditionally moved ahead, creating a feeling of belonging towards all, conveying a message 
of brotherhood among all they came across whether in small caves, ashrams or local settlements. They 
received the blessings and congregations of yogis and mahatmas in return while conducting the dharma of 
their pilgrimage. A pilgrimage is like penance or sadhana to stay near nature and to experience a feeling of 
oneness with it, to keep the body healthy and fulfilled with the amount of food, while seeking freedom from 
attachments and yet remaining happy while staying away from relatives and associates.

(6) This is how a pilgrimage should be rather than making it like a picnic by taking a large group along and 
living in comfort, packing in entertainment, and tampering with environment. What is worse is giving a 
boost to the ego of having had a special darshan. Now alms are distributed, charity done while they brag 
about their spiritual experiences!

(7) We must embark on our spiritual journey by first understanding the grace and significance of a pilgrimage 
and following it up with the prescribed rules and rituals - this is what translates into the ultimate and 
beautiful medium of spiritual evolution. There is no justification for tampering with nature.

(8) A pilgrimage is symbolic of contemplation and meditation and acceptance, and is a metaphor for the 
constant growth or movement and love for nature that we should hold in our hearts.

(9) This is the truth !

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) Pick out the option that is not true according to the passage. 
 A pilgrim can keep his body healthy

1. by travelling a lot of places 2. by travelling light
3. by keeping free from attachment 4. by eating small amount of food
5. by eating snacks and rich food
(a) Both 1 and 2 (b) only 2 (c) 1, 3, 4, and 5 (d) only 4www.jeebooks.in
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(ii) As given in the passage, it states that most of the time, people prefer to do 
(a) what is beneficial for them (b) what is good for the society 
(c) what makes their heart happy (d) what is asked by their elders.

(iii) Pick out the option that means the same as ‘render’ given in paragraph 3.
(a) withhold  (b) suppress (c) return (d) conceal 

(iv) Pick out the option that is TRUE about the pilgrimages, as discussed in the above  passage. 
(a) Pilgrimages have been converted into tourism nowadays.
(b) Pilgrimages should be performed at the young age only.
(c) One should avoid eating food while on a pilgrimage.
(d) Pilgrimages should be done for the purpose of fun only. 

(v) As per your understanding of the passage, choose the words that best describe the response of nature 
against cleverness shown by us. 
1. Catastrophic  2. Gratifying 3. Buoyant 4. Detrimental
(a) 2 and 3 (b) 1 and 4 (c) 1 and 2 (d) 3 and 4

(vi) The word ‘Amma’ used by the writer signifies
(a) the importance of a mother
(b) the importance of nature without ‘whom’ we cannot survive.
(c) the destructive Power of nature.
(d) the author’s nostalgia for his mother. 

(vii) As the word ‘Brotherhood’ can be replaced with ‘fraternity’, the word ‘sisterhood’ can be replaced with 
(a) solidarity (b) celibacy  (c) sorority (d) spinsterhood

(viii) According to passage, how do we satisfy our ego?
(a) By having special darshan (b) By distributing alms
(c) By treating pilgrimage like a picnic (d) Both (a) and (b)

(ix) Choose the word from the following which is the antonym for ‘contemplation’.
(a) Avoidance (b) Rumination  (c) Study (d) Revere

(x) Choose the word from the given options which means the same as ‘complacent’
(a) Very traditional  (b) Very satisfied
(c) Very cruel   (d) Very lethargic

(xi) According to the passage, a pilgrim should embark upon the spiritual journey by
(a) understanding its significance (b) helping other pilgrims
(c) following its rituals and rules (d) Both (a) and (c)

LITERATURE (20 Marks)
3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 

that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)
A. ... But Gandhi was vehemently opposed. He said, “ You think that in this unequal fight it would be helpful if  

we have an Englishman on our side. This shows the weakness of your heart. The cause is just and you must 
rely upon yourselves to win the battle. ...

 “He had read our minds correctly,” Rajendra Prasad comments, “and we had no reply ... Gandhi in this way 
taught us a lesson in self-reliance”. 

 Self-reliance, Indian independence and help to sharecroppers were all bound together. 
(i) Gandhi taught the sharecroppers a lesson of self-reliance so that 

(a) they could believe in themselves and be self-dependant.
(b) they get to know to fight amongst themselves only.
(c) they understand that British could not be trusted
(d) they learn and follow civil disobediencewww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Find out the word from the given extract which means the same as ‘ fiercely’. 
(a) self-reliance  (b) correctly (c) vehemently (d) independence 

(iii) Rajendra Prasad who was a lawyer later on became 
(a) the Prime Minister of India (b) the first President of India
(c) the  Judge of supreme court (d) the Chief minister of Bihar

(iv) The above extract has been taken from 
(a) The Lost Spring  (b) The Last Lesson
(c) Indigo   (d) Deep Water

B. Once upon a time there was a man who went around selling small rattraps of wire. He made them himself 
at odd moments, from the material he got by begging in the stores or at the big farms. But even so, the 
business was not especially profitable, so he had to resort to both begging and petty thievery to keep body 
and soul together. Even so his clothes were in rags, his cheeks  were sunken, and hunger gleamed in his eyes. 

(i) The peddler had to resort to both begging and thievery. 
 The above sentences demonstrates that 

(a) The peddler was very greedy. 
 (b) The peddler do not like to sit idle. 
(c) The peddler wants to become rich.
(d) The peddlers earning was not enough for the survival.

(ii) Through peddler’s appearance it is signified that he was a/an
(a) beggar (b) thief (c) unfortunate man  (d) crofter

(iii) The peddler’s rattraps were made of 
(a) wood  (b) steel (c) sticks (d) wire 

(iv) Who is the author of this chapter?
(a) Alphonse Daudet  (b) Salman Rushdie
(c) Selma Lagerlo..f   (d) Louis Fischer

C. It had happened when I was ten or eleven years old. I had decided to learn to swim. there was a pool at 
the Y.M.C.A. in Yakima that offered exactly the opportunity. The Yakima River was treacherous. Mother 
continually warned against it, and kept fresh in my mind the details of each drowning in the river. But the 
Y.M.C.A. pool was safe. It was only two or three feet deep at the shallow end; and while it was nine feet deep 
at the other, the drop was gradual. 

(i) What was the narrator wished to do?
(a) To learn swimming  (b) To learn singing
(c) To learn skiing   (d) To learn drilling

(ii) The correct synonym of the word ‘treacherous’ is 
(a) reliable  (b) congenial  (c) hazardous (d) adventurous

(iii) The Y.M.C.A. pool seemed safe to the narrator because
(a) no one comes there for swimming. 
(b) there were no dangerous animals in it. 
(c) it was shallow and not so deep from any sides. 
(d) its water is fresh and clean. 

(iv) “Mother continually warned against it”. ‘It’ here refer to 
(a) the river  (b) the pool  (c) the narrator (d) the Y.M.C.A.

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A.  … but soon
put that thought away, and
looked out at young
trees sprinting, the merry children spilling out of their homes.www.jeebooks.in
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(i) The  above extract has been taken from 
(a) Keeping Quiet   (b) Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger 
(c) My Mother at Sixty-six (d) A Thing of Beauty

(ii) The poet started looking out at the young trees to 
(a) enjoy the weather outside (b) the chase the moving trees
(c) to distract her attention from her ailing mother’s face 
(d) to count the vehicles running on the road

(iii) In the above extract, the young sprinting trees signify.
1. energy 2. fast pace of life  3. youthfulness  4. life
5. death
(a) 2, 4 and 5 (b) 2, 3 and 4 (c) 1, 3 and 4 (d) 3, 4 and 5

(iv) Which thought did the poet put away?
(a) The thought of reaching home. 
(b) The thought about the fun she had in her childhood.
(c) The thought of her school days.
(d) The thought of her mother’s impending death. 

OR

B. Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces. 

 Like rootless weeds, the hair torn round their pallor :

 The tall girl with her weighed-down head.

 The paper seeming boy, with rat’s eyes. 

(i) What does the expression - ‘rootless weeds’ refers to ?
(a) The dull faces of the children. (b) The badly maintained wall of the classroom.
(c) The tall girl sitting with her head down.  (d) The off-white colour of the walls. 

(ii) The tall girl sitting with a weighed down head symbolises 
(a) the disinterest of students in studies (b) depression due to the poverty stricken life 
(c) health issues faced by the slum children (d) her ignorance towards studies.

(iii) As per your understanding of the poem, choose the phrases that suggest the children are suffering  from 
malnutrition.
1. gusty waves 2. rootless weeds 3. weighed-down head 
4. Paper-seeming boy with rats eyes 5. the torn hair
(a) 1 and 3 (b) 4 and 5 (c) 2 and 4 (d) 3 and 4

(iv) In the phrase ‘gusty- waves’ the poetic device has been used by the poet is 
(a) personification   (b) imagery
(c) pun   (d) metaphor

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) As per your understanding of the text, pick out the option that best describes the condition of the peasants 
in Champaran.
(a) The peasants were very happy since all their needs and demands have always been fulfilled. 
(b) They were all independent and do not need anyone for their help.
(c) They were rich and satisfied.
(d) they were terror stricken and oppressed because of their difficulties. www.jeebooks.in
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(ii) In the poem ‘A Thing of Beauty’ the poet talks about grandeur. Whose grandeur is he talking about?
(a) The beautiful grand castles (b) the dark tomb of our ancestors
(c) the dooms of mighty dead (d) all beautiful things exist on the earth

(iii) Throughout the whole story, Douglas had spoken about 
(a) the fear of height   (b) the fear of dogs 
(c) the fear of swimming  (d) the fear of water and the way to overcome it. 

(iv) It makes Pablo Neruda excited to think about the _________ moment that will come when everyone is 
silent. 
(a) painful (b) terrible  (c) unbelievable  (d) exotic 

(v) “I wonder if she knows that sanctity of the bangles she helps make.” the phrases ‘sanctity of the bangles’ 
symbolises.
(a) Richness of culture  (b) bangle making provides a good profit
(c) auspiciousness of marriage  (d) bangle making is a skillful art

(vi) Pick out the phrase that implies a bleak future of the students with reference to the poem, ‘An Elementary 
School Classroom in a Slum’.
(a) Sour cream walls  (b) future is painted with a fog
(c) Shakespeares’ head  (d) awarding the world its world

(vii) Alphonse Daudet’s ‘The Last Lesson’ deals with the themes of 
1. identity 2. certainty 3. linguistic chauvinism
4. love 5. ambivalence towards tradition 
(a) 2 and 4 (b) 3 and 5 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 5

(viii)  Through the poem ‘Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers’ it is clear that the poet has an attitude of ________ towards 
Aunt Jennifer. 
(a) love (b) hatred (c) wonder (d) sympathy

(ix) In the story ‘The Rattrap’, the author gives its readers the message that 
(a) Kindness encourages criminals.
(b) Love and Kindness are powerless.
(c) Kindness and love are powerful reformers.
(d) Thieves need admonishment

(x) What distinctive feature has Kamala Das used in her poem ‘My Mother At Sixty-six’?
(a) Metaphors-and rhyme scheme
(b) Simile and quatrains
(c) Personification and alliteration 
(d) narrative style that consist of a single sentence in a set of 14 lines.

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You lost your wristwatch in your school auditorium. Write a notice in not more than 50 words for your 
school notice board giving a detailed description of the watch. You are Anirudh/Arundhati of class XII of 
springfield School Pune.www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. Your School, St. Joseph School, Jaipur needs a canteen manager. On behalf of the Principal, write an 

advertisement in about 50 words to be published in the classified columns of a local daily. Mention the 
educational and professional qualifications, other qualities required in the manager, who to apply to.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Riya/Ryan living at 40, Krishna Colony, Manali. You decided to hold a lunch party to congratulate 

your grandparents on their golden wedding anniversary. Draft a formal invitation in not more than 50 
words to all family members to attend a grand lunch at home.

OR
B. Write a formal reply to Mrs. and Mr. Kapoor regretting your inability to attend the wedding ceremony 

of their daughter due to a prior engagement. You are Mrs. S.K. Ahuja. Invent other details by yourself. 
(50 words)

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Two main parks in your locality have suffered from neglect on the part of local authorities. They have 

virtually been taken over by undesirable elements. As a result the residents have stopped going to the 
parks. Write a letter in 120-150 words to the editor of a local newspaper expressing your concern about the 
problems the neglect has created and suggest measures to reclaim the parks for children. You are Gautam/
Gauri of 2, Gobind Enclave, Meerut.  

OR
B. You intend to join coaching classes at International Coaching Centre situated in Raipur. The institute 

specializes in teaching science to classes XI-XII. Write a letter of enquiry in 120-150 words addressed to the 
Administrator in-charge of the institute  seeking information about the timing, duration, staff, transport 
and other necessary details for joining the institute. You are Rajesh/Rajni 2, Library Road, Jabalpur.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Amrit/Amrita of B.M.B. Public School, Dalmianagar. Your school celebrated Environment week. 

Giving details of the celebrations, write a report in 120-150 words for your school magazine. 
OR 

B. Visiting new places and meeting new people enhance our understanding and knowledge besides being a 
source of great pleasure. Write an article in 150-200 words on ‘Travel, a Source of Knowledge and Pleasure.’ 
You are Gopal/Govindi.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)
10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)

(i)  Franz reached school late. Yet, M. Hamel did not scold him. Why?
(ii) Describe the crofter’s hospitality towards the peddler.
(iii) Explain Douglas’ statement, “The instructor was finished. But I was not finished.”
(iv) What were the poet’s feelings as she drove to Cochin airport?
(v) What makes human beings love life in spite of all the troubles they face?
(vi) How does the poet describe Aunt Jennifer’s tigers?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)  Was Roger Skunk’s story different from the other stories narrated by Jack? How?
(ii) Dr Sadao was a calm person in general. What made him raise his voice at Hara? How did she react?
(iii) What did Derry’s mother think of Mr. Lamb?

www.jeebooks.in
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12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Why does the writer say that promises like hers abound in every corner of his (Saheb’s) bleak world? What 

can be done to help others like him?
OR

B. Elaborate how the Champaran episode is considered as the turning point in Gandhi ji’s life.
13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. There are many others who, like Derry and Mr. Lamb, are differently abled. Although provisions have been 

made to make life easier for them, the society  views them with pity in their eyes. How, do you think, that 
makes the differently abled feel? Base your answer on what you have understood from the story ‘On the 
Face of It”.

OR
B. How did the question paper and correction slip help the prisoner and the Governor?

www.jeebooks.in
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1. (i) (b) meet her power shortage
(ii) (c) it lies very deep and the cost of extraction is 
very high
(iii) (b) Reserves of thorium
(iv) (c) Radiation
(v) (a) peaceful
(vi) (b) increasing agriculture production
(vii) (b) India has used nuclear energy for peaceful 
purposes only.
(viii) (d) predictable 
(ix) (a) durability
(x) (a) It helps to increase the shelf life of fruits and 
vegetables.
(xi) (c) Diseases  of thyroid glands
2. (i)  (d)  only 4
(ii) (c) what makes their heart happy
(iii) (c) return
(iv) (a) Pilgrimages have been converted into tourism 
nowadays.
(v) (b) 1 and 4
(vi) (b) the importance of nature without ‘whom’ we 
cannot survive.
(vii) (c) sorority
(viii) (d) Both (a) and (b)
(ix) (a) Avoidance
(x) (b) Very satisfied
(xi) (d) both (a) and (c)
3. A. (i) (a) they could believe in themselves and be 
self-dependant.
(ii) (c) vehemently
(iii) (b) the first President of India
(iv) (c) Indigo
B. (i) (d) The peddlers earning was not enough for 
the survival.
(ii) (c) unfortunate man
(iii) (d) wire 
(iv) (c) Selma Lagerlo..f

C. (i) (a) To learn swimming 
(ii) (c) hazardous
(iii) (c) it was shallow and not so deep from any sides. 
(iv) (a) the river
4. A.  (i) (c) My Mother at Sixty-six
(ii) (c) to distract her attention from her ailing 
mother’s face
(iii) (b) 2, 3 and 4
(iv) (d) The thought of her mother’s impending 
death.
B. (i) (a) The dull faces of the children. 
(ii) (b) depression due to the poverty stricken life
(iii) (c) 2 and 4
(iv) (d) metaphor
5. (i) (d) they were terror stricken and oppressed 
because of their difficulties. 
(ii) (c) the dooms of mighty dead
(iii) (d) the fear of water and the way to overcome it. 
(iv) (d) exotic 
(v) (c) auspiciousness of marriage
(vi) (b) future is painted with a fog
(vii) (c) 1 and 3
(viii) (d) sympathy
(ix) (c) Kindness and love are powerful reformers.
(x) (d) narrative style that consist of a single sentence 
in a set of 14 lines.

6. ABC SCHOOL, NEW DELHI
NOTICE

5 March, 20××
Lost/Found

This is to bring to your notice that I, Anirudh, a 
student of XII-A, lost my wristwatch yesterday 
during lunch break at the school ground. It has 
brown faux leather strap, analog dial and of 
Fastrack brand. If anyone finds it, please return 
it to the undersigned. 
Anirudh
XII-A.

SOLUTIONS

7.A. 40, Krishna Colony
Manali
20 Feb. 20××
My dear uncle and aunt on the auspicious  occasion of the Golden wedding Anniversary of my 
grandparents, I am inviting you to the grand lunch at our residence. The lunch is scheduled to be on 28 
Feb. at 12 : 30 pm. 
Kindly confirm your presence by 25 February. 
Thank you 
Riyawww.jeebooks.in
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8.A. 2, Gobind Enclave,
Meerut-19
31st August, 20××
The Editor 
The Morning Chronicle 
31, MG Road
Meerut-01
Subject: Utter Neglect of the Two Main Parks in the Locality
Sir/Madam,
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to draw the attention of the concerned 
authorities and express my concerns regarding  the problems arising due to utter neglect of the two main 
parks in Gobind Enclave both of which are visible from my house. 
The caretaker and gardener assigned by the horticulture department are inefficient in doing their jobs. As 
a result, the trees, grass as well as the bushes remain untrimmed. The garden too is not properly tended 
to because of which there aren’t many flowers to please our senses. Needless to say, the local authorities 
have failed to do their duties of looking after the two main parks, and now they have virtually been 
taken over by undesirable elements, who are often seen involved in substance abuse. Many residents have 
complained about the nuisance they create for the park-goers under the influence  of alcohol. However, 
no action has been taken against these anti-social elements. These parks  used to be a sight for the sore 
eyes because they were so well maintained and beautiful. I regret to inform you that because of the above 
mentioned reasons the residents have stopped going to the park.
The concerned authorities must take adequate action immediately to restore the two main parks of 
Gobind Enclave to their old glory. It must hire responsible people to tend to the parks and the gardens 
and keep a check on their maintenance by paying surprise visits. They should appoint two security 
guards on 24×7 basis who must be alert on duty. Only then the undesirable elements will be prevented 
from entering the parks.
I hope I have been able to put my concerns and views across in this letter and that required actions will 
be taken by the concerned authorities at the earliest.
Thank you
Yours sincerely
Gautam Pradhan

9. B. Travel, a Source of Knowledge and Pleasure
by Gopal

Some might say that they detest travelling because it 
leaves them completely wearied and irritated. However, 
there are others who beg to differ. They believe that 
travel, most certainly, is a source of pleasure as well as 
knowledge, and that is why, they enjoy their vacation 
to the fullest.
One cannot deny that visiting new places and meeting 
new people enhances one’s understanding and 
knowledge and at the same time lets one unwind from 
his/her daily routine. Travelling is a great stress buster 
as it entertains one, thus rejuvenating one to his/her 
core. But, why is travelling or going on a vacation so 
much fun and entertaining? It is so probably because 
being at new places allows one to learn about new 
cultures, lifestyles, languages, experience new things, 

make new memories, try new cuisines, etc. One is 
intrigued no doubt, when one comes face to face with 
the vast diversity, which one way or the other unites 
the world.
A wise person once said that it’s not the destination 
that matters. It is always the journey made to reach 
the destination that matters the most. How profound!
10. (i) On reaching the school late that day, Franz was 
not scolded because the atmosphere in the school was 
sombre; order had come from Berlin that German 
was to be taught in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine 
from now on. Everyone was sad that it was going to be 
their last French lesson.
(ii) The good natured crofter was a lonely man. So, 
when the peddler knocked on his door, for shelter 
the crofter welcomed him with open arms. He served 
him porridge for supper and offered him a big slice of www.jeebooks.in
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tobacco for his pipe. He also played a game of cards 
with the peddler till bedtime. This hospitality was 
unexpected as people usually made sour faces when 
the peddler asked for shelter.
(iv) As she drove to Cochin airport, the thought that 
her mother looked old and withered, disturbed the 
poet. Her childhood fears haunted her again.
(v) Human beings love life in spite of all the troubles 
they face because they are surrounded by the things of 
beauty in nature. They remove the gloomy pall from 
our dark spirits. Nature makes us rise above the spite 
of our despondence and allows us to become attuned 
to the beauty of nature.
(vi) The poet describes Aunt Jennifer’s tigers as 
topaz, bright-eyed denizens, prancing with sleek and 
chivalric certainty. The tigers are free and fearless 
unlike her aunt who is timed and suppressed. The 
tigers greatly contrast with the personality of her aunt.
11. (i) The skunk’s story was different from the other 
stories narrated by Jack because other stories ended on 
a happy note. The wizard always resolved the problem 
by the end of the story, which appealed a lot to Jo. 
However, Roger Skunk’s story had a twisted ending. In 
this story, the wizard was unable to help Roger Skunk 
because Mother Skunk interfered in the process. Jo 
had not so much interrupted the narration earlier or 
challenged Jack’s authority. It was also the only story, 
the ending of which was unacceptable to Jo. But above 
all, unlike any of Jack’s stories, the ending of this story 
remained unresolved.
(ii) When Dr. Sadao started operating on the 
wounded American soldier, Hana had to be there 
to assist him. As someone who had never witnessed 
surgery before, the sight of blood disgusted Hana and 
she choked. In a sharp tone, Dr. Sadao told his wife to 
be strong and not faint. However, Hana ran outside 
and vomited. Sadao wanted to comfort his wife but at 
the same time, could not leave the American soldier 
unattended. This helplessness forced an otherwise 
calm and composed Dr. Sadao to be impatient and 
irritable with his patient.
12. A. For some, education is an obligation, for others, 
a necessity. For slum children like Saheb, education is 
a privilege.

The people living in the slums lead a miserable life in 
unsanitary conditions and always poverty stricken. 
They cannot afford an education; the only thing that 
matters to them is survival. Saheb says that “When 
they build one (school), I will go.” This proves that 
they have been promised a better life with better 
opportunities on many occasions. The slum children 
have been promised education for a better future; 
a hope to escape their deplorable circumstances. 
However, not much has materialised for the slum 
people, especially the children. Garbage was and still 
is the means of their livelihood no less than gold. That 
is why Anees Jung says that promises, which were not 
really meant, are just too many to count and are a part 
of the bleak world to which Saheb belongs. 
Under-privileged children are more interested in 
earning. However, there are also children like Saheb 
who want to study. Each day, I would devote an hour to 
teach the underprivileged in and around my locality. I 
would also request my peers to donate their old books, 
notebooks, geometry boxes, school bags, etc. to these 
children so that they too can learn to read and write. 
I would also urge my principal, teachers and fellow 
students to form special teaching group and take 
special classes on every Sunday for slum children. Or 
else ‘each one teach one’, promises made to Saheb and 
others like him cannot be fulfilled.
13. A. In the story, both Derry and Lamb are 
physically impaired and lonely. To bring about a change 
in the lives of such people, as a responsible citizen, 
I shall treat them with respect and honour and not 
punish them with heartless ridicule and pity. People 
like Derry and Mr. Lamb expect empathy, rather than 
sympathy from others. Therefore, instead of looking 
down upon them with a pessimistic approach, I shall 
be supportive and considerate. They must be treated 
as equals. That is why I shall encourage them to take 
part in all activities. They deserve to study in regular 
educational institutions and get regular jobs. Therefore, 
advocation of this idea is very important. Only proper 
awareness and empowerment can make the world 
view them as equals and at the same time make the 
‘differently abled’ people feel socially accepted.
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) Millions of people in the United States are affected by eating disorders. More than 90% of those afflicted 

are adolescents or young adult women. Although all eating disorders share some common manifestations, 
anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and binge eating each have distinctive symptoms and risks.  People who 
intentionally starve themselves (even while experiencing severe hunger pangs) suffer from anorexia nervosa. 

(2) The disorder, which usually begins around the time of puberty, involves extreme weight loss to at least 15% 
below the individual’s normal body weight. Many people with the disorder look emaciated but are convinced 
they are overweight. In patients with anorexia nervosa, starvation can damage vital organs such as the heart 
and brain. To protect itself, the body shifts into slow gear: Menstrual periods stop, blood pressure rates drop, 
and thyroid function slows. Excessive thirst and frequent urination may occur. Dehydration contributes to 
constipation, and reduced body fat leads to lowered body temperature and the inability to withstand cold. 
Mild anemia, swollen joints, reduced muscle mass, and light-headedness also commonly occur  in anorexia 
nervosa. 

(3) Anorexia nervosa sufferers can exhibit sudden angry outbursts or become socially withdrawn. One in ten 
cases of anorexia nervosa leads to death from starvation, cardiac arrest, other medical complications, or 
suicide. Clinical depression and anxiety place many individuals with eating disorders at risk for suicidal 
behavior.

(4) People with bulimia nervosa consume large amounts of food and then rid their bodies of the excess 
calories by vomiting, abusing laxatives or diuretics, taking enemas, or exercising obsessively. Some use a 
combination of all these forms of purging. Individuals with bulimia who use drugs to stimulate vomiting, 
bowel movements, or urination may be in considerable danger, as this practice increases the risk of heart 
failure. Dieting heavily between episodes of binging and purging is common.

(5) Because many individuals with bulimia binge and purge in secret and maintain normal or above normal 
body weight, they can often successfully hide their problem for years. But bulimia nervosa patients-even 
those of normal weight can severely damage their bodies by frequent binge eating and purging. In rare 
instances, binge eating causes the stomach to rupture; purging may result in heart failure due to loss of 
vital minerals such as potassium. Vomiting can cause the esophagus to become inflamed and glands near 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
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the cheeks to become swollen. As in anorexia nervosa, bulimia may lead to irregular menstrual periods. 
Psychological effects include compulsive stealing as well as possible indications of obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, an illness characterized by repetitive thoughts and behaviors. Obsessive compulsive disorder can 
also accompany anorexia nervosa. As with anorexia nervosa, bulimia typically begins during adolescence. 
Eventually, half of those with anorexia nervosa will develop bulimia. The condition occurs most often in 
women but is also found in men.

(6) Binge-eating disorder is found in about 2% of the general population. As many as one-third of this group 
is men. It also affects older women, though with less frequency. Recent research shows that binge-eating 
disorder occurs in about 30% of people participating in medically supervised weight-control programs.

(7) This disorder differs from bulimia because its sufferers do not purge. Individuals with binge eating disorder 
feel that they lose control of themselves when eating. They eat large quantities of food and do not stop 
until they are uncomfortably full. Most sufferers are overweight or obese and have a history of weight 
fluctuations. As a result, they are prone to the serious medical problems associated with obesity, such as 
high cholesterol, high blood pressure, and diabetes.

(8) Obese individuals also have a higher risk for gallbladder disease, heart disease, and some types of cancer. 
Usually they have more difficulty losing weight and keeping it off than do people with other serious weight 
problems. Like anorexic and bulimic sufferers who exhibit psychological problems, individuals with binge-
eating disorder have high rates of simultaneously occurring psychiatric illnesses, especially depression.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) Majority of people suffering from eating disorders are __________ .

(a) adolescents   (b) young adult women
(c) obese people   (d) both (a) and (b)

(ii) Mild anemia, swollen joints, reduced muscle mass, etc. commonly occur in _______ .
(a) bulimia   (b) binge - eating
(c) anorexia nervosa   (d) obsessive compulsive disorder

(iii) Depression and anxiety place many individuals with eating disorders at risk of _________ .
(a) suicidal behaviour  (b) obesity 
(c) binge eating    (d) none of these

(iv) Binge eating disorder occurs in about 30% of people undergoing ___________ .
(a) treatment   (b) weight control programs
(c) depression   (d) puberty

(v) Obese individuals also have a risk of ____________ .
(a) heart disease   (b) some types of cancer
(c) gallbladder disease  (d) all of these 

(vi) Individuals suffering from anorexia can also suffer from ___________ .
(a) cardiac arrest   (b) suicidal behaviour
(c) both (a) and (b)   (d) none of these

(vii) How many cases of anorexia nervosa  can have fatal consequences?
(a) 90 per cent   (b) Ten out of twenty
(c) 50 per cent   (d) 1 in 10

(viii) “Many people with the disorder look emaciated but are convinced they are overweight. The word ‘emaciated’ 
here means _________ . 
(a) fat (b) skeletal  (c) nervous (d) depressedwww.jeebooks.in



English Core 47

(ix) According to the passage, which of the following is correct?
(a) Among the suffers of anorexia nervosa, half of them will eventually develop bulimia. 
(b) Binge eating disorder is found mainly in children.
(c) People with bulimia nervosa keep themselves in starvation.
(d) More than 90% of those afflicted with eating disorders are men and old-age people. 

(x) Which of the following can make people socially withdrawn?
(a) Bulimia nervosa    (b) Anorexia Nervosa
(c) Binge eating    (d) Hypertension

(xi) In rare instances, binge eating can also cause ____________ . 
(a) kidney failure   (b) liver damage
(c) stomach rupture    (d) swollen body 

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) We sit  in the last row, bumped about but free of stares. The bus rolls out of the dull crossroads of the city, 

and we are soon in open countryside, with fields of sunflowers as far as the eye can see, their heads all facing 
us. Where there is no water, the land reverts to desert. While still on level ground we see in the distance 
the tall range of the Mount Bogda, abrupt like a shining prism laid horizontally on the desert surface, it is 
over 5,000 meters high, and the peaks are under permanent snow, in powerful contrast to the flat desert all 
around. Heaven Lake lies part of the way up this range, about 2,000 metres above sea-level, at the foot of 
one of the higher  snow-peaks.

(2) As the bus climbs, the sky, brilliant before, grows overcast. I have brought nothing warm to wear: it is all 
down at the hotel in Urumqi. Rain begins to fall. The man behind me is eating overpoweringly smelly 
goat’s cheese. The bus window leaks inhospitably but reveals a beautiful view. We have passed quickly from 
desert through arable land to pasture, and the ground is now green with grass, the slopes dark with pine. A 
few cattle drink at a clear stream flowing past moss-covered stones; it is a Constable landscape. The stream 
changes into a white torrent, and as we climb higher I wish more and more that I had brought with me 
something warmer than the pair of shorts that have served me so well in the desert. The Stream (which, 
we are told, rises in Heaven Lake) disappears, and we continue our slow ascent. About noon, we arrive at 
Heaven Lake, and look for a place to stay at the foot, which is the resort area. We get a room in a small 
cottage, and I am happy to note that there are thick quilts on the beds. 

(3) Standing outside the cottage we survey our surroundings. Heaven Lake is long, sardine-shaped and fed by 
snowmelt from a stream at its head. The lake is an intense blue, surrounded on all sides by green mountain 
walls, dotted with distant sheep. At the head of the lake, beyond the delta of the inflowing stream, is a 
massive snow-capped peak which dominates the vista; it is part of a series of peak that culminate, a little 
out of view, in Mount Bogda itself. 

(4) For those who live in the resort there is a small mess-hall by the shore. We eat here sometimes, and 
sometimes buy food from the vendors outside, who sell kabab and naan until the last buses leave. The 
kababs, cooked on skewers over charcoal braziers, are particularly good; highly spiced and well-done. 
Horse’s milk is available too from the local Kazakh herdsmen, but I decline this. I am so affected by the cold 
that Mr. Cao, the relaxed young man who runs the mess, lends me a spare pair of trousers, several sizes too 
large but more than comfortable. Once I am warm again, I feel a pre-dinner spurt of energy – dinner will 
be long in coming – and I ask him whether the lake is good for swimming in. 

(5) “Swimming?” Mr. Cao says. “You aren’t thinking of swimming, are you?”
(6) “I thought I might,” I confess. “What’s the water like?”www.jeebooks.in
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(7) He doesn’t answer me immediately, turning instead to examine some receipts with exaggerated interest. 
Mr. Cao, with great off-handedness, addresses the air. “People are often drowned here,” he says. After a 
pause, he continues. “When was the last one?” This question is directed at the cook, who is preparing a tray 
of mantou (squat white steamed bread rolls), and who now appears, wiping his doughy hand across his 
forehead. “Was it the Beijing athlete?” asks Mr. Cao.  [4]

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) According  to the narrator, the advantage of sitting in the last row of the bus is that 

(a) he can enjoy the beautiful scenes outside. 
(b) he can also lie down on the seat if he wants. 
(c) he can enjoy the bumps.  (d) he can be free of stares. 

(ii) What did the narrator see soon after reaching the countryside?
(a) Fields of sunflower   (b) A shining prism 
(c) Tall range of Mount Bogda (d) Green pastures

(iii) The word ‘brilliant’ as given in paragraph 2 means
1. dazzling 2. talented 3. ingenious 4. shining
5. virtuous
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 (c) 1 and 4 (d) 2 and 5

(iv) Pick out the options that explains how the scene looked like a constable landscape?
1. The ground filled with green grass.
2. The rising full-moon.
3. The slopes dark with pine. 
4. The flowing Heaven lake in the middle of the landscape.
5. A few cattle drinking at a clear stream flowing past mass-covered stones. 
(a) 1, 3, and 5 (b) Both 2 and 4 (c) only 5 (d) 2, 4 and 5

(v) Which of the following words means the same as ‘steep’ from paragraph 1?
(a) Revert (b) Bump (c) Abrupt (d) Roll

(vi) What did the narrator wish for as the bus climb higher?
(a) That he must not be travelling alone.
(b) That he had brought some eatables with him.
(c) He was scared and thought that he should not have come to this trip.
(d) That he had brought some warm clothes with him.

(vii) The pair of trousers that Mr. Cao sent for the narrator was
(a) fitted nicely to him.  (b) very comfortable 
(c) too short for him    (d) too large but more than comfortable for him.

(viii) The correct anonym of the word ‘arable’ is 
(a) tillable  (b) sterile (c) fertile  (d) sodden 

(ix) Mr. Cao warned the narrator against swimming in the lake because
(a) the water is very salty.  (b) the lake was too wide and deep.
(c) the water is dirty.   (d) many people have been drowned in it. 

(x) Find out the word from paragraph 4 which means the same or ‘ratailers’.
(a) Braziers (b) Herdsmen (c) Skewers (d) Vendors

(xi) Mantou  is a kind of bread, traditionally used in 
(a) Africa   (b) Northern China
(c) Southern America   (d) Australia www.jeebooks.in
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LITERATURE (20 Marks)
3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 

that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)
A. “I will learn to drive a car,” he answers, looking straight into my eyes. His dream looks like a mirage amidst 

the bangles. Every other family in Firozabad, famous for its making bangles. It is  the centre of Indias glass-
blowing industry where families have sent generations working around furnaces, welding glass, making 
bangles for all the women in the land it seems. 

(i) The expression family have sent generations working around furnaces” signifies that 
(a) families were bound to do the same work because of their debt
(b) all members of the family were into same profession since generations.
(c) they do not know anything except bangle-making 
(d) bangle making is a profitable business for them

(ii) The word ‘mirage’ means the same as 
(a) reality (b) certainty  (c) illusion  (d) credence

(iii) What function does the glow-blowing industry of Firozabad do?
(a) It makes windows.  
(b) It makes crockery items.
(c) It works to mould glass only.  
(d) It works to mould glass and make colourful bangles of it.

(iv) Who is the author of ‘The Lost Spring’?
(a) Sarojini Naidu   (b) Kamala Das
(c) Maha Devi Verma  (d) Anees Jung

B. It seemed a long way down. Those nine feet were more like ninety, and before I touched bottom my lungs 
were ready to burst. But when my feet hit bottom I summoned all my strength and made what I thought 
was a great spring upwards. I imagined I would bob  to the surface like a cork. Instead, I came up slowly. I 
opened my eyes and saw nothing but water - water that had a dirty yellow tinge to it.

(i) Why did the nine feet deep pool seemed ninety to Douglas?
(a) Because he was afraid of the water and didn’t know swimming. 
(b) Because  he didn’t know that the pool is so deep inside. 
(c) Because he didn’t know the calculation.
(d) Because the pool’s water is so dirty.

(ii) The expression “I imagined I would bob to the surface like a cork” implies that
(a) Douglas was afraid to die. 
(b) Douglas accepted his failure and ultimately death.
(c) Though Douglas was frightened he was not out of his wits. 
(d) Frightened, Douglas was not able to shout for help. 

(iii) Choose the word from the given options which means to ‘make a quick, short movement up and down’.
(a) Burst (b) Tinge (c) Bob (d) Summoned

(iv) The above extract has been taken from
(a) The Last Lesson (b) Indigo (c) The Rattrap (d) Deep Water

C. In the afternoon the second thing happened. Hana, working hard on unaccustomed labour, saw a messenger 
come to the door in official uniform. Her hands went weak and she could not draw her breath. The  servants 
must have told already. She ran to Sadao, gasping unable to utter a word. But by then the messenger had 
simply followed her through the garden  and there he stood. She pointed at him helplessly. 
Sadao looked up from his book ....
“What is it?” he asked the messenger and then he rose, seeing the man’s  uniform. “You are to come to the 
palace,” The man said. “the old General is in pain again.” “Oh” , Hana breathed, “is that all?”www.jeebooks.in
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(i) The messenger had come to Sadao’s house
(a) to talk to him   (b) to arrest Sadao’s  wife
(c) to arrest the prisoner  (d) to call Sadao to attend the General who was ill.

(ii) The word ‘unaccustomed’ means the same as
(a) habitual  (b) weary (c) unusual (d) extraordinary

(iii) Why did Hana’s hands become  weak and she could not take a breath to see the messenger?
(a) She was excited to see him. (b) She was scared that he came to arrest them.
(c) She did not recognise him. (d) She was confused. 

(iv) The above extract has been taken from
(a) The Third Level    (b) The Enemy
(c) Evans Tries an O-level (d) Should Wizard hit Mommy?

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. A thing of beauty is a joy forever 
Its loveliness increases,
it will never 
Pass into nothingness;
but will keep 
A bower quiet for us.

(i) Pick out the option that best explains the expression — “A thing of beauty is a joy forever”. 
1. Its loveliness decreases day by day.  2. It lasts forever.
3. It makes a person dull.  4. It never passes into nothingness. 
(a) Only 1 (b) Both 2 and 3 (c) only 4 (d) Both 2 and 4

(ii) This poem ‘A Thing of Beauty’ has been taken from 
(a) Ode to the west wind  (b) Ode on melancholy
(c) Ode to Psyche   (d) Endymion, Book I,

(iii) What does the poet mean by ‘a bower quiet for us’?
(a) It is as beautiful as a rose. (b) It is as quiet as a mouse.
(c) It is as cool and pleasant as a quiet lover. (d) It is as temporary as happiness.

(iv) Who is the poet of this poem?
(a) P.B. Shelley (b) John Keats (c) Tennyson  (d) Robert Frost

OR

B. Now we will count to twelve 
 and we will all keep still
 For once on the face of the Earth 
 let’s not speak in any language,
 let’s stop for one second,
 and not move our arms so much.

(i) The number twelve signifies
(a) the twelve days 
(b) the twelve minutes 
(c) the twelve hours mark on the clock to calculate time
(d) the twelve secondswww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) The expression - “not move our arms” refers to 
(a) sit quietly    (b) not eat anything
(c) be inactive    (d) sit still without any movement

(iii) With reference to the poem “Keeping Quiet”, which of the following is TRUE?
(a) The poet requests people to keep quiet to maintain silence. 
(b) The poet’s request to keep quiet is to avoid noise. 
(c) By asking to keep quiet, the poet means to be friendly.
(d) The poet request to keep quiet in the hope of becoming more thoughtful and peaceful.

(iv) How long is the poet expecting everyone to stay still?
(a) for 12 hours   (b) for 10 minutes
(c) for 15 minutes   (d) for few second till we count twelve

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Pick out the option that is not true with reference of to Franz when he realized that he would not be able to 
learn French from the next day.
(a) He started loving subjects like history, grammar which he hated earlier. 
(b) He felt sorry for not taking his studies seriously.
(c) He thought his books were nuisance. 
(d) He developed love and respect for his teachers who he did not like earlier. 

(ii) In the lesson ‘Lost Spring’ Anees Jung writes that the children’s ability to dream and their initiatives have 
been killed by years of 
(a) rag-picking    (b) schooling 
(c) money making   (d) mind numbing toil 

(iii) In the poem ‘My Mother at Sixty six’, the old age symbolize?
(a) Freedom from responsibilities (b) Life with no worries
(c) Health and happiness   (d) Approaching death 

(iv) The expression “stunted unlucky heir of twisted bones’ implies that the boy is/has 
(a) sad and unwell    (b) tall and bony
(c) rich but unlucky    (d) an inherited disability 

(v) As mentioned in the chapter ‘Deep Water’, the author was drowned in the ___________ . 
(a) pool  (b) pond (c) river  (d) take 

(vi) At the end of the story,the peddler has been shown as a decent man. 

 He got up all the power to clear his consciousness because he had been raised to a ___________ .
(a) driver  (b) king  (c) master  (d) captain

(vii) With reference to the poem ‘A Thing of Beauty’, which of the following causes suffering to human beings?
(a) Dying nature   (b) Withering flowers
(c) Lack of virtues and inhuman acts  (d) Flowing steams

(viii) Pablo Neruda’s Keeping Quiet deals with the themes
(a) Brotherhood and nationalism  (b) Culturalism
(c) Inclusivity and peace  (d) Generation gap 

(ix) ‘Indigo’ is an excerpt taken from 
(a) Men and Politics    (b) The life of Mahatma Gandhi
(c) Key to Health    (d) All Men Are Brotherswww.jeebooks.in
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(x)  Pick out the words from the given options that are used to describe the terrible condition of Aunt Jennifer’s 
hands. 
1. Prance  2. Ringed 3. Ordeals 4. Massive 
5. Pace
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 (c) 3 and 5 (d) 2 and 3

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are Dr. Jai Prakash, M.D. you are looking for an independent house in Ghaziabad  on a reasonable rent 
for your residence-cum-clinic. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published  
in Hindustan Times, New Delhi. Your telephone no. is 1234××××.

OR 

B. You are Mahender, Sports Captain, St. John’s School, Lucknow. Write a notice in 50 words for the school 
notice board informing students about an Inter School Football match to be played in your school. Invite 
them to watch and cheer the teams.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. The literary club of your society is putting up the play ‘Macbeth’. As secretary of the club, draft an invitation 
inviting the famous writer Rohit Sharma to be the guest of honour at the function. Write the invitation in 
about 50 words. You are Gaurav/Garima. 

OR

B. You have been invited as a judge for a debate competition by New Hope public School. Draft a formal 
refusal in about 50 words. 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Write a letter to Editor  of local daily, New Delhi about water scarcity in you locality suggesting ways to 
improve the condition of water supply. You are Bobby/Babita of Ghaziabads. 

OR

B. Bal Bharti Public School, Chandigarh, urgently requires a post graduate teacher to teach physical 
education for which they have placed an advertisement in the Indian Express. You are Sujit/Sujata Gupta 
from 21, Krishna Kunj, Chandigarh. Draft a letter including a CV, applying for the advertised post. 

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Non-stop rain has caused a lot of damage in the your area. As correspondent of a local newspaper, write a 
report on the different flood relief measures carried out. (120 - 150 words) 

OR 

B. Accidents happen when people violate traffic rules. Careless drivers cause suffering to themselves and to 
others. Write an article in 120-150 words on “Safe Driving”.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i)  Is the society in any way affected by Aunt Jennifer’s death?
(ii) Why did Gandhiji feel that it was useless for the peasants to go to law courts?
(iii) For Franz, what was much more tempting than going to school and why?www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) What different image does the poet use to convey the idea of her mother’s age?
(v) Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain von Stahle?
(vi) What does the poet wish for the children of the slums?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)  How did the gardener react when Dr. Sadao told him about the wounded American soldier?
(ii) Describe the precautions taken by the prison authorities for a smooth conduct of Evans’ examination.
(iii) What qualities of Mr. Lamb attracted Derry to him?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Why is the Champaran episode considered to be the beginning of the Indian struggle for independence ?

OR
B. How did the peddler betray the confidante reposed in him by the crofter in ‘The Rattrap’?
13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. What is the bond that unites old Mr. Lamb and Derry? How does the old man inspire the boy?

OR
B. Describe the difficulties faced by Dr. Sadao when he decided to help the enemy soldier.
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1. (i)  (d) both (a) and (b)
(ii) (c) anorexia nervosa
(iii) (a) suicidal behaviour
(iv) (b) weight control programs
(v) (d) all of these
(vi) (a) cardiac arrest
(vii) (d) 1 in 10
(viii) (b) skeletal
(ix) (a) Among the suffers of anorexia nervosa, half 
of them will eventually develop bulimia.
(x) (b) Anorexia Nervosa
(xi) (c) stomach rupture 
2. (i) (d) he can be free of stares. 
(ii) (a) Fields of sunflower
(iii) (c) 1 and 4
(iv) (a) 1, 3 and 5
(v) (c) Abrupt
(vi) (d) That he had brought some warm clothes with 
him.
(vii) (d) too large but more than comfortable for him.
(viii) (b) sterile
(ix) (d) many people have been drowned in it. 
(x) (d) Vendors
(xi) (b) Northern China
3. A. (i) (b) all members of the family were into 
same profession since generations.
(ii) (c) illusion
(iii) (d) It works to mould glass and make colourful 
bangles of it.
(iv) (d) Anees Jung
B. (i) (a) Because he was afraid of the water and 

didn’t know swimming. 
(ii) (c) Though Douglas was frightened he was not 
out of his wits. 
(iii) (c) Bob    (iv) (d) Deep Water
C. (i) (d) to call Sadao to attend the General who 

was ill.

(ii) (c) unusual
(iii) (b) She was scared that he came to arrest them.
(iv) (b) The Enemy
4. A. (i) (d) Both 1 and 4.
(ii) (d) Endymion, Book I,
(iii) (c) It is as cool and pleasant as a quiet lover.
(iv) (b) John Keats
B. (i) (c) the twelve hours mark on the clock to 
calculate time
(ii) (d) sit still without any movement
(iii) (d) The poet request to keep quiet in the hope of 
becoming more thoughtful and peaceful.
(iv) (d) for few second till we count twelve

5. (i) (c) He thought his books were nuisance. 
(ii) (d) mind numbing toil 
(iii) (d) Approaching death 
(iv) (d) an inherited disability 
(v) (a) pool
(vi) (d) captain
(vii) (c) Lack of virtues and inhuman acts 
(viii) (c) Inclusivity and peace
(ix) (b) The life of Mahatma Gandhi
(x) (d) 2 and 3
6.B. St. John’s School, Lucknow

NOTICE

20 Aug., 20××
Inter-School Football Match

An Inter-school football match will be held on 
Friday 25th August, 20××, 9:00 a.m. onwards 
at our school playground. All students are 
requested to be present at the venue to cheer 
and encourage the participants. Contact the 
under signed for further query. 

Mahender
(Sports Captain)

SOLUTIONS

7.A. New Homes
Tilak Nagar
New Delhi
15 January 20××
Respected sir,
The Literary club of our society is going to present the play ‘Macbeth’ on 3 February 20×× in the community 
Hall of our society. We would be pleased if you accept to be the guest of honour for the same.
Kindly confirm your presence for the occasion.www.jeebooks.in
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Hoping for a positive reply. 
Thank you 
Yours Faithfully
Garima Mehra 
(Secretary, Literary Club)

8.A. A-10, New Colony
Ghaziabad
2 March, 20××
The Editor
Hindustan Times
New Delhi- 12001
Subject : Water crisis in New Colony
Respected Sir
Through the columns of your esteemed new paper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned authorities 
towards the problem of water scarcity in our locality. 
It is still early summer and the residents are already facing  acute water shortage in the area. The supply is 
cuts off at 8:30 a.m in the morning and is restored only for half an hour in the evening  between 5 : p.m. 
to 6 : 30 p.m. Since  the timings are erratic, many people, especially, the working couples are unable to 
store water. Frequent complaints to the Jal Board haven’t yielded any result as the authorities express their 
helplessness saying that one of the tanks of the Hyderpur Water Treatment plant is under repair and has 
been shut down for a month or so thereby affecting the water supply in the area. But it is nearly one and a 
half months since the problem began, yet there is no respite for the residents.
The Jal Board should, in the meantime, make provisions for water tankers at different hours of the day. 
Also, measures must be taken to expedite the repair work.
Yours sincerely
Bobby

9. B.  Safe Driving
by XYZ

There are many ideas and laws that are created to 
ensure a safe and pleasurable driving experience. 
Some are avoiding aggressive drivers, alertness while 
driving, and following vehicle distance, vehicle speed, 
and special driving situations. 
One of the many factors in remaining safe on the roads 
is the ability to control your emotions and your stress. 
Some drivers do not know how to deal with stress. 
This emotion can hinder the ability to drive safely and 
ensure safety on the roads. If you encounter a vehicle 
that is driving recklessly and constantly following, the 
best thing to do is to avoid a confrontation, to reduce 
speed and allow him to over take your vehicle. Do not 
provoke the driver, just let them pass. 
Accident are avoidable, all it takes is to be aware of your 
surroundings. Pay attention to what you are doing. Cell 
phones and radios are common distractions while in a 

motor vehicle. If you must use a mobile device, ensure 
that you have a hands free accessory for it. If not, pull 
over and make your call. Never try to  understand or 
navigate  a map while operating a vehicle. This can 
cause you to commit a traffic violation, or even injure 
a pedestrian.
There is a thumb rule that can help you keep a safe 
distance while travelling the roads. It is called the “Two 
Second Rule”. Following a vehicle too closely is called 
“Tailgating”. Use the two-second rule to determine a 
safe following distance. Select a fixed object on the 
road ahead such as a sign, tree or overpass. When the 
vehicle ahead of you passes the object, count “one-
thousand-one, one-thousand-two.” You should not 
reach the object before you count to one thousand-
two. If you do, you are following too closely. Most rear 
end collisions are caused by the vehicle in the back 
following too closely.www.jeebooks.in
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10. (i) Aunt Jennifer’s life has been a journey of 
misery and suppression. Even after her death she 
couldn’t free herself from the fears of her past. Her 
death could free her but won’t affect her husband or 
the society because neither of them cared about her. 
But her artistic work will remain alive and continue to 
showcase her hidden desires.
(ii) Gandhiji felt it was useless to take the Champaran 
case to the court because it was a British court and 
the judge was British too. They would never get the 
decision in their favour. Moreover, the Indian eminent 
lawyers were charging huge fees.
(iii) Franz was tempted to run away and spend the day 
outdoors because it was a very warm and bright day. 
The birds were chirping  and the soldiers were drilling. 
Also, Franz had not completed this homework. All 
these reasons tempted him to miss the school, though 
he overcame this thought soon and went to school.
(v) The peddler signed himself as Captain von Stahle 
because even though Edla knew the peddler was not 
really a captain, she treated him with equal respect 
and kindness. He felt honoured that the young woman 
made him feel important. Her behaviour and action 
brought a transformation in the peddler. He wanted to 
begin again as a man of dignity, as Captain von Stahle.
(vi) For the children of the slum, the poet wishes 
good education in order to widen their horizon. He 
wants to take the children closer to nature and liberate 
them from their miserable condition.
11. (i) When Dr. Sadao told the gardener about the 
wounded American soldier, he strongly opposed his 
master for treating the wounds of the enemy. The old 
gardener pulled a few hairs on his upper lip and said 
that the sea and gun wound were intended to kill the 
American soldier, now they might take revenge upon 
his master for treating the enemy soldier.
(ii) Fearing that Evans might escape, the exam was 
conducted in Evans’ prison cell itself. It was installed 
with a microphone so that the Governor could listen 
to every talk. The cell was fully checked by the staff 
who took away anything that could pose a threat. 
Moreover, the staff was put on high alert, doors and 
gates were locked. Prison officers Stephens was to peep 
into Evans’ cell after every few minutes. The parson 

who came to invigilate, was frisked at the prison gate 
and his briefcase was checked thoroughly.
(iii) Mr. Lamb seems to be a noble soul. He greets 
Derry in a humble manner and shows no shock or 
fear on seeing his burnt face. He welcomes him and 
offers to pluck apples from his garden. He says that 
things look outwardly different, but inwardly they 
are all the same. His positive attitude towards life and 
encouraging words attracted Derry towards Mr. Lamb.
12. B. The old crofter was a lonely man without wife 
or a child. He was generous and compassionate by 
nature, always in search of a good company. When 
the peddler came knocking on his door, the crofter 
welcomed him into his house, fed him and shared 
his tobacco. Having found a likable companion in 
the peddler, the crofter opened up to him. Since the 
peddler seemed incredulous, the crofter even showed 
him his possession, the leather pouch containing 
the thirty kronor notes. Next morning, the peddler 
thanked and said goodbye to his kind host and left only 
to come back once again half an hour later, after the 
crofter had left the house to milk his cow. The peddler 
did not try to enter the house. Instead, he smashed 
the windowpanes, got the pouch, took the money and 
thrust it into his own pockets. Then, the peddler hung 
the leather pouch at its exact place and smartly walked 
away with the money. This is how the peddler betrayed 
the confidence reposed in him by the crofter.
13. B. Dr. Sadao found that the injured soldier had a 
gun wound. He was a white man and if he had given 
him any treatment or shelter, Dr. Sadao could be 
arrested on the charge of helping an enemy. Therefore, 
he was in a fix whether to perform his duty as a doctor 
or hand over the injured soldier to the authorities and 
prove his patriotism. Dr. Sadao knew that if he handed 
him over to the authorities, the American soldier 
would be surely killed. Thus, he chose his duty as a 
doctor and decided to save him. Dr. Sadao’s servants 
refused to help him in treating the soldier for he was 
an enemy of the country and they did not want to get 
into trouble if found guilty by association. Finally, he 
had to decide whether to keep waiting for the General’s 
assassins to show up and murder him or set him free. 
Once again Dr. Sadao was in a dilemma.
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Lost Spring
Deep Water
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A Thing of Beauty
Keeping Quiet
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The Last Lesson
Lost Spring
My Mother at Sixty Six
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Deep Water
The Rattrap
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Keeping Quiet
Indigo
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Indigo
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The Enemy
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Indigo
The Rattrap 5

13
On the Face of It
The Enemy 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-4, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) If you enjoy watching crime shows on TV, you know that fingerprints play a large role in identifying people. 

But you might be surprised to find out that using fingerprints for identification is not a new science. In fact, 
it is very old — dating back at least as far as 1885-1913 B.C.E. In Babylon, when people agreed to a business 
contract, they pressed their fingerprints into the clay in which the contract was written. Thumbprints have 
also been found on clay seals from ancient China. 

(2) In 14th century Persia, which is now Iran, a government doctor recognized that all fingerprints are different. 
In 1684, a British doctor, Nehemiah Grew, spoke about the ridged surfaces of the fingers. In 1686, a professor 
of anatomy (the study of the structure of the human body) named Marcello Malpighi, wrote about the ridges 
and loops in fingerprints. Malpighi’s work was considered so important that a layer of skin found on the 
fingertips was named after him. This layer of skin is called the Malpighian layer. Although scientists had 
studied fingerprints, the value of fingerprinting in the identification of individuals did not become clear 
until later.

(3) Sir William James Herschel is generally thought to be the first European to realize that fingerprints were 
unique to each person. In his work as chief magistrate in the Hoogly district in Jungipoor, India, Herschel 
asked people to put their handprints on contracts. Herschel believed that personal contact with the contracts 
made people more likely to honor their commitments, or to keep their promises. As he looked at more and 
more handprints, he began to see that all the handprints were different. He started to believe that fingerprints 
were unique, which means they are all different from each other, and permanent, which means that they 
do not ever change. To prove that they never change, Herschel kept track of his own fingerprints over his 
entire lifetime. 

(4) Dr. Henry Faulds, a British surgeon at a Japanese hospital, began studying the furrows (also called ridges) 
on fingertips in the 1870s. He published an article in a scientific journal about the use of fingerprints as a 
tool in identification. He also devised, or invented, a system of classifying fingerprints. He wrote Charles 
Darwin about his findings, but Darwin was getting too old to work on the findings. So, he promised to pass 
the information to his cousin, Sir Francis Galton. Using Henry Faulds’ findings, Galton published a major 
book on classifying fingerprints based on arches, loops, and whirls. His work with Sir Edward R. Henry 
on fingerprint classification was the basis of a classification system which is still used by law enforcement 
agencies in English–speaking countries.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-5Subject Code : 301
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(5) The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) now uses a variation of the Galton– Henry system. Although the 
use of fingerprinting in identification originated in Britain, it has been developed in the United States. In 
1924, two large fingerprint collections were combined to form the foundation of the Identification Division 
of the FBI. Within the Identification Division, the Integrated Automated Fingerprint Identification Systems 
(IAFIS) can search and find fingerprints anywhere in the United States within thirty minutes. The IAFIS 
can compare results with automated fingerprint systems in countries around the world. The IAFIS has the 
fingerprints of more than 250 million people on file. 

(6) About one in six Americans has fingerprints on file with the FBI. But not all the fingerprints are related to 
criminal investigations. People need to have their fingerprints taken for many other reasons. People have 
their fingerprints taken for employment, licenses, and adoption. For example, when people want to work 
for the government in classified, secret jobs, their fingerprints are checked to be sure they do not have a 
criminal background. When prospective parents adopt a child, their fingerprints are matched against those 
of all criminals for the safety of the child.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) The science of using fingerprints dates back to __________ .

(a) 1684 (b) 1686 (c) 1870s (d) 1885 - 1913 BCE
(ii) Earlier people used to take fingerprints on _________ .

(a) contracts (b) clay  (c) paper (d) clothes
(iii) A layer of skin is called _________ .

(a) Marcello (b) Malpighi (c) Malpighian (d) Henry
(iv) All fingerprints are _________ .

(a) unique (b) distorted (c) sealed  (d) both (a) and (b)
(v) About _________ in six Americans has fingerprints on file with FBI.

(a) five  (b) three (c) one (d) all
(vi) __________ spoke about ridged surfaces of fingers in 1684 .

(a) Malpighi (b) Nehemiah Grew (c) James Herschel (d) Henry Faulds
(vii) In ancient era, when people agreed to a business contract, ___________ . 

(a) They gave their fingerprints on papers 
(b) They pressed their fingerprints into the clay in which the  contract was written
(c) they used pens to sign the papers
(d) they gave their  fingerprints into a wooden block

(viii) In the 14th century Persia, a government doctor found that ___________ .
(a) all fingerprints are different
(b) fingerprints change with time
(c) fingerprints are useful to check criminal record only
(d) fingerprints are never helpful in any kind of investigation

(ix) Charles Darwin’s denial to work on the findings of fingerprints was because ____________ .
(a) of his old age 
(b) he had no knowledge about fingerprints
(c) he finds it boring to work on
(d) he was busy doing another experiment

(x) According to Galton-Henry, fingerprints’ classification varies into 
1.  shapes 2. sizes 3. arches 4. loops and whirls
(a) Both 1 and 2 (b) only 2 (c) Both 3 and 4 (d) only 4www.jeebooks.in
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(xi) “Usage of fingerprints for identification is not a new science.”
What does the above expression mean?
(a) It is in use since a very long time.
(b) Everybody was using it unknowingly.
(c) Researchers were trying but failed to collect a reliable data. 
(d) It is not new and a part of history only.

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Among the natural resources which can be called upon in national plans for development, possibly the 

most important is human labour. Since the English language suffers from a certain weakness in its ability 
to describe groups composed of both male and female members, this is usually described as “manpower”. 

(2) Without a productive labour force, including effective leadership and intelligent middle management, no 
amount of foreign assistance or of natural wealth can ensure successful development and modernization.

(3) The manpower for development during the next quarter of century will come from the world’s present 
population of infants, children and adolescents. But we are not sure that they will be equal to task. Will 
they have the health, the education, the skills, the socio-cultural attitudes essential for the responsibilities 
of development?

(4) For far too many of them the answer is no. The reason is basic. A child’s most critical years, with regard to 
physical, intellectual, social, and emotional development, are those before he reaches five years of age. During 
those critical formative years he is cared for almost exclusively by his mother and in many parts of the world 
the mother may not have the capacity to raise a superior child. She is incapable of doing so by reason of her 
own poor health, her ignorance and her lack of status and recognition of social and legal rights, of economic 
party of independence. One essential factor has been overlooked and ignored. The forgotten factor is the 
role of women. Development will be handicapped as long as women remain second class citizen, uneducated 
without any voice in family or community, decisions without legal or economic status, married when they 
are still practically children, and henceforth producing one baby after another, often to see half of them die 
before they are of school age.

(5) We can enhance development by improving ‘women power’, by giving women the opportunity to develop 
themselves. Statistics show that the average family size increases in inverse ratio to the mother’s years of 
education- is lowest among college graduates, highest among those with only primary school training, or no 
education. Malnutrition is most frequent in large families, and increases in frequency with each additional 
sibling. The principle seems established that an educated mother has healthier and more intelligent children, 
and that is related to the fact that she has fewer children. The tendency of educated, upper class mothers to 
have fewer children operates even without access to contraceptive services.

(6) The educational level of women is significant also because it has a direct influence upon their chances of 
employment, and the number of employed women in country’s total labour force has a direct bearing on both 
the gross national product and disposable income of the individual family. Disposable income, especially 
in the hands of women, influences food purchasing and therefore the nutritional status of the family. The 
fact that the additional income derives from the paid employment of women provides a logical incentive to 
restrict the size of the family.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) According to the passage, the development can be enhanced by improving
(a) women power   (b) manpower
(c) family size   (d) youth powerwww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Human labour is usually described as ‘manpower’ because
(a) labour is done by males only
(b) only man has the power to do the hard work
(c) of the weakness and inability of the English language to describe group composed of both male and 

female member.
(d) women are restricted to household chores only.

(iii) The manpower for development during the next quarter century will come from the world’s present 
population of
(a) infants (b) children (c) adolescent (d) all of these

(iv) According to the passage, which are the most critical years for a child’s development?
(a) First two years   (b) First ten years
(c) Before he reaches adolescence (d) First five years

(v) Pick out the option that is not true with reference to the above passage.
1. In many parts of the world, a woman is  not capable to raise a superior child due to her poor health.
2. Mother plays an important role in over all development of a child.
3. Development can never be improved till the time women are considered second class citizen.
4. The larger a family is, the healthier it will be since it has more members to work and earn money.
(a) Both 1 and 2 (b) only 4 (c) only 3 (d) Both 2 and 3

(vi) According to the passage, malnutrition is most common in 
(a) small families  (b) large families (c) nuclear families (d) joint families

(vii)  As per the principle mentioned in the above passage, it seems that a/an ___________ mother has healthier 
and more intelligent children.
(a) educated (b) illiterate (c) middle aged (d) young

(viii) What factor is there that weakens a woman’s identity as an individual?
1. Consideration of women as a second class citizen.
2. Responsibilities that are laid on a woman’s shoulder.
3. Marriage at a very young age.
4. Ignorance in her social and legal rights.
5. Being financially independent.
(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 2, 3 and 4 (c) 1, 3, and 4 (d) 2, 4 and 5

(ix) The educational level of women is significant and it also has a direct bearing on
1.     her personal statue  2. the gross national product
3.     disposable income of the individual  4. the marketing of local products
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 4

(x) The above passage gives stress on 
(a) the importance of technology (b) the needs of a young child
(c) the emotional bond of a mother and child (d) the need of women empowerment

(xi) Disposable income, in the hands of a woman ensures the __________ status of a family.
(a) emotional  (b) nutritional  (c) financial (d) none of these

LITERATURE (20 Marks)
3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 

that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)
A. No, I couldn’t think of it!” he said, looking quite alarmed. 
 He thought of the thirty kronor. To go up to the manor house would be like throwing himself voluntarily into  

the lion’s den. He only wanted a chance to sleep here in the forge and then sneak away as inconspicuously  
as possible. www.jeebooks.in
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(i) Who is thinking about the thirty kronor?
(a) Ironmaster  (b) The peddler (c) The crofter (d) Edla 

(ii) Which figure of speech has been used by the author in the phrase “Lion”s den”?
(a) Personification  (b) Metaphor (c) Simile (d) Antithesis 

(iii) What does the word ‘inconspicuous’ mean here?
(a) unnoticeable  (b) attractive  (c) exposed (d) noticeable 

(iv) The above passage is taken from
(a) The Rattrap  (b) The Enemy (c) The Last Lesson  (d) Indigo

B. Gandhi told Shukla he had an appointment in Cawnpore and was also committed to go to  other parts of 
India. Shukla accompanied him everywhere. Then Gandhi returned to his ashram. For week he never left 
Gandhi’s side.
“Fix a date,” he begged. 
Impressed by the sharecroppers tenacity and story Gandhi said, “I have to be in Calcutta on such-and-such 
a date. Come and meet me and take me from there. 

(i) Who was Shukla?
(a) A lawyer (b) A government officer (c) A politician (d) A poor peasant

(ii) Why was Shukla following Gandhi ji?
(a) Because he wanted to get ideas to become famous.
(b) Because he wanted to learn from him the art of speaking.
(c) Because he wanted to seek his guidance for his own upliftment.
(d) Because he wanted to seek his help for the poor sharecroppers of his village.

(iii) Which quality of Shukla impressed and convinced Gandhi to come with him?
(a) His stubbornness (b) His perseverance  (c) His arrogance (d) His indecisiveness

(iv) The author of this chapter is 
(a) Pablo Meruda (b) Selma Lagerlo..f (c) R.K. Narayan (d) Louis Fisher

C. It won’t make my face change. Do you know, one day a woman went by me in the street – I was at a bus-
stop – and she was with another woman, and she looked at me, and she said .... whispered ... only I heard 
her .... she said, “Look at that, that’s a terrible thing. That’s a face only a mother could love.”

(i) Who is the speaker of the above lines?
(a) Derry  (b) Lamb (c) An old woman  (d) A child

(ii) Why is the woman speaking about her/his face?
(a) Because he is so handsome. (b) Because he has a big mole on his face.
(c) Because he has a birthmark on his face. (d) Because half of his face burnt in an accident.

(iii) When the speaker was telling this to Mr. Lamb his feelings were of 
(a) acceptance and love  (b) dejection and pain
(c) rejection and likeness   (d) denial and joy 

(iv) The phrase “a face only a mother could love” means that
(a) someone is very beautiful (b) someone is very attractive 
(c) someone is very ugly  (d) someone is very innocent

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Perhaps the Earth can teach us
as when everything seems dead
and later proves to be alive.
Now count up to twelve
and you keep quiet and I will go.www.jeebooks.in
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(i) According to the above extract, Man needs to learn from
(a) death (b) earth (c) stars (d) moon

(ii) Why does the poet count up to twelve?
(a) To recall the numbers
(b) To take time to calm down
(c) To calculate the twelve hours
(d) To memorise the events of the last twelve days. 

(iii) What will keeping quiet help us achieve?
1. Monotony 2. Intelligence 3. Peace 4. Tranquility
5. Vigour
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 (c) 2 and 5 (d) 1 and 4

(iv) This poem is written in 
(a) ballad form  (b) blank verse (c) free verse (d) the form of sonnet

OR
B. Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool 
 Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.
 The massive weight of uncle’s wedding band
 Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.
(i) What do Aunt Jennifer’s fluttering hands through her wool tell us?

(a) about her old age
(b) about her love for embroidery
(c) about her for mastery over art and craft
(d) about the lost freedom and fear of Jennifer’s mind because of marital restraints 

(ii) The expression ‘Massive weight of the wedding band’ implies 
(a) The overweight body of uncle
(b) the burden of her failed marriage bond
(c) the heavy weight of marriage band she is wearing 
(d) none of these

(iii) What is the rhyme scheme of the above stanza?
(a) abba (b) ccdd (c) abcd (d) aabb

(iv) Which poetic device has been used by the poet in the phrase ‘fingers fluttering’?
(a) Antithesis  (b) Assonance  (c) Alliteration  (d) Apostrophe

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)
(i) What does the poet try to convey through Aunt Jennifer’s tiger’s?

(a) danger of extinction of the wild life  (b) courage of the tigers
(c) aunt’s love for wild animals  (d) female existence and their fear of men

(ii) When Sadao and Hana first find the white man, why do they decide to not throw him back into the sea?
(a) He was one of his old acquaintance. (b) He was a prisoner of war.
(c) He was a nice man.  (d) He was wounded and was in pain.

(iii) What does Mr. Lamb feel about life?
Choose the best option with reference to the story, ‘On the face of it’.
(a) Everyone should try hard to survive. (b) All of us must look  for sympathy.
(c) Everybody must live life fully. (d) Try to struggle with disability.www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Pick out the option that best describes the essence of the poem ‘Keeping Quiet’.
(a) To proper
(b) To be silent all the times 
(c) To reach out more people 
(d) To introspect and retrospect peacefully and be in harmony

(v) What is the concern of the sharecroppers regarding synthetic Indigo?
If the growth and demand of synthetic indigo increases
(a) Price of natural indigo would go down 
(b) sharecroppers would lose their land 
(c) demand for natural indigo would increase
(d) British landlords would trouble them further. 

(vi) As mentioned in ‘The Rattrap’, the peddler’s life was sad and monotonous because. 
(a) he had no siblings.  (b) he had to work hard throughout the day.
(c) he had no respect in the society. (d) he was poor and lonely.

(vii) What is the name of the railway stationed in the story ‘The Third Level’?
(a) Victoria central (b) City Central  (c) Grand Central  (d) New York Central

(viii) One day, Saheb was seen by the author  watching some young men playing ______.
(a) Volleyball  (b) tennis  (c) cricket (d) badminton 

(ix) Who said that ‘a thing of beauty never pass into nothingness’?
(a) John Millet (b) P.B. Shelley  (c) Lord Tennyson  (d) John Keats

(x) Where is Champaran district situated?
(a) In Tamil Nadu   (b) In Bihar
(c) In Odisha   (d) In Himachal Pradesh 

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Sujal/Sujata, residing at 24-D, Malviya Nagar, Alwar, Rajasthan. You own a Hero Honda Motor 

Cycle, which you want to sell as you wish to buy a car. Draft an advertisement for the vehicle column of 
your local newspaper. Invent all necessary details. (50 words) 

OR 
B. Your school is celebrating Grandparents’ Day next week. Write a notice in 50 words to be put up on the 

school notice board informing students of the celebration and requesting them to be present with their 
grandparents. You are Samir/Suman, Head Boy/Head Girl ABC Sen. Sec. School, Delhi.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. Modern Public School, Delhi is organising an inter school music competition. You have decided to invite 

noted classical musician. Mohan Gandhi as the judge and guest of honour. Draft a formal invitation for him 
in 50 words. You are Neeraj / Neetu, Cultural Secretary.

OR
B. You are Ojaswi  Gupta of 15-B, R.K. Puram Lucknow. You have been invited by the principal of St. Joseph 

Public school, Rajajipuran, Lucknow, to act as one of the Judges at a speech contest to be help on 20th 
March, 20××. But you are unable to accept this invitation due to a previous engagement. Write an informal 
reply to the Principal expressing your inability to accept the invitation. www.jeebooks.in
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8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. As cultural secretary, Himalaya Public School, Guntur, write a letter to the Director, C.C.E.R.T, New Delhi, 

requesting him to provide details of scholarships admissible to school students who secure distinction in 
music and dance. You are Vaishali/Vinit. (120 - 150 words)

OR
B. You are Gaurav/Priya of 16, Model Town, Delhi. You have seen an advertisement in The times of India for 

the post of chief chef in a 5-star Hotel. Apply for the job with complete biodata. Write a letter in 120-150 
words.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Your school Amar Vikas Public School, Delhi organised a seminar on ‘Animation’ for the students of classes 

IX-XII. The objective was to enlighten them about this  very lucrative vocational field of Graphics. As 
Reema/Raman Head Girl/Boy of the school, write a report in 120-150 words on the programme for your 
school magazine.

OR
B. There is a vast pool of women talent in our country. Given encouragement and opportunities, women can 

excel in every field. They are contributing to the nation’s progress as scientists, doctors, entrepreneurs, 
sports persons, etc. There is no limit to what they can achieve. Write an article in 120-150 words on “Women 
Empowerment”. You are Ram/Roma.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)
10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)

(i)  What tempted Franz to stay away from school?
(ii) Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?
(iii) Why are the young trees described as ‘sprinting’?
(iv) Describe the endless fountain of immortal drink.
(v) Why did Aunt Jennifer choose to embroider tigers on the panel ?
(vi) What does the title ‘Lost Spring’ convey?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)  How does Jo want the story to end?
(ii) What did Derry’s mother think of Mr. Lamb?
(iii) What indicates that Dr. Sadao’s father was a very traditional and conventional man?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. What is the bond that unites the two- the old Mr. Lamb and Derry, the small boy? How does the old man 

inspire the small boy?
OR

B. Give a character-sketch of the Governor of Oxford Prison based on your understanding of the story, ‘Evans 
Tries an O-Level’.

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)A
A. Describe the difficulties the bangle makers of Firozabad have to face in their lives.

OR
B. The peddler declined the invitation of the ironmaster but accepted the one from Edla. Why ?
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1. (i) (d) 1885 - 1913 BCE
(ii) (b) clay 
(iii) (c) Malpighian
(iv) (a) unique
(v) (c) one
(vi) (b) Nehemiah Grew
(vii) (b) They pressed their fingerprints into the clay 
in which the  contract was written
(viii) (a) all fingerprints are different
(ix) (a) of his old age 
(x) (c) Both 3 and 4
(xi) (a) It is in use since a very long time.
2. (i) (a) women power
(ii) (c) of the weakness and inability of the English 
language to describe group composed of both male 
and female member.
(iii) (a) infants
(iv) (d) First five years
(v) (b) only 4
(vi) (b) large families
(vii) (a) educated
(viii) (c) 1, 3 and 4
(ix) (b) 2 and 3
(x) (d) the need of women empowerment
(xi) (b) nutritional 
3. A. (i) (b) The peddler
(ii) (b) Metaphor
(iii) (a) unnoticeable 
(iv) (a) The Rattrap 
B. (i) (d) A poor peasant
(ii) (d) Because he wanted to seek his help for the 
poor sharecroppers of his village.
(iii) (b) His perseverance 
(iv) (d) Louis Fisher
C. (i) (a) Derry
(ii) (d) Because half of his face burnt in an accident.

(iii) (b) dejection and pain
(iv) (c) someone is very ugly

4. A. (i) (b) earth
(ii) (b) To take time to calm down
(iii) (b) 3 and 4
(iv) (b) blank verse

B. (i) (d) about the lost freedom and fear of 
Jennifer’s mind because of marital restraints 
(ii) (b) the burden of her failed marriage bond
(iii) (b) ccdd
(iv) (c) Alliteration 

5. (i) (d) female existence and their fear of men
(ii) (d) He was wounded and was in pain.
(iii) (c) Everybody must live life fully.
(iv) (d) To introspect and retrospect peacefully and 
be in harmony
(v) (a) Price of natural indigo would go down 
(vi) (d) he was poor and lonely.
(vii) (c) Grand Central 
(viii) (b) tennis 
(ix) (d) John Keats
(x) (b) In Bihar

6.A. For  Sale
Hero Honda Motor Cycle, in a very good 
condition, 8 months old, black colour, self 
driven, 50 kmpl. mileage, in best condition. 
Rajasthan registration. Two wheeler cover 
included. 
Contact :
Sujal Shah,
24-D Malviya Nagar, Alwar, Rajasthan
(901234××××)

SOLUTIONS

7.A. The Principal Staff and Students of
Modern Public School

Respected sir,
Cordially invite you to as the guest of honour and judge for the inter school music competition. We hope 
you shall accept our humble request and grace the occasion. We would appreciate a line in reply.
Thank you 
Yours Sincerely
Neetu Jha
(Cultural Secretary)www.jeebooks.in
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8.A. Himalaya Public School
Guntur 
16 May, 20××
The Director
C.C.E.R.T.
New Delhi
Subject : Request for Details of Scholarship 
Sir,
Recently, I have come to know about various scholarships you offer to students who excel in music and 
dance of poor background. I have been learning classical music for six years and performed and won at 
various events.
I am writing to you, seeking information regarding scholarships admissible to school students who secure 
distinction in music and dance.
Kindly provide details about the eligibility criteria for scholarship, method of selection and formalities 
required to apply for the scholarship. 
Therefore, I request you to send me all the detail of the same.
I am enclosing a self addressed and stamped envelope for your convenience.
Hope to hear from you soon.
Thank you
Yours faithfully
Vinit Saini

9. B. Women Empowerment

by Ram Jain
With the slogan of women empowerment the 
question arises that “have women become really 
strong?” and “has long term struggle ended?”. Many 
programmes have been implemented and run by 
the government such as  International Women’s 
day, Mother’s Day, etc. in order to bring awareness 
in the society about the true rights and value of the 
women in the development of the nation. Women 
need to be progressed in a number of spheres. There 
is a high level of gender inequality in India where 
women are ill-treated by their family members and 
outsiders. The percentage of illiterate population 
in India is mostly covered by the women. The real 
meaning of the women empowerment is to make 
them well educated and leave them free so that they 
can be capable to take their own decisions in any 
field.
Given chance they are capable of achieving great 
heights and being equal to their male counterparts. 
The ratio of female sex and female literacy both has 
increased over the time and should continue like this. 
India needs to take some advance steps to improve 
the position of women in the society through the 
proper health, higher education and economic 
participation. Women empowerment needs to take 

full speed in right direction instead of being in 
nascent stage.
10. (i)  Franz was tempted to stay away from 
school because he was running late, he had not 
revised his lessons on participles and was dreading 
a scolding from his teacher, M. Hamel. Moreover, it 
was a warm, bright day, the birds were chirping at 
the edge of the woods. The Prussian soldiers were 
drilling in the open field at the back of the sawmill. 
Altogether, the outdoor seemed more interesting to 
Franz than going to school.
(ii) Edla was happy to see the gift left by the peddler 
because he had not let her down. She realised that she 
had succeeded in bringing about a transformation 
in the peddler. Seeing the thirty kronors in the gift 
and the peddler asking for them to be returned to 
the crofter, restored Edla’s faith in the belief that all 
human beings are basically good.
(iv) It is nature’s beauty, which Keats considers an 
endless fountain of immortal drink. According to him, 
the drink is immortal because of the joy and delight it 
provides, it never passes into nothingness; the joy is 
forever and its loveliness ever-increasing.
(v) Aunt Jennifer chose to embroider tigers on 
the panel because secretly, she wanted to be like the 
tigers-fearless, proud, unafraid and liberated.
(vi) The title ‘Lost Spring’ conveys that the grinding 
poverty and the traditions which condemn poor www.jeebooks.in
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children to a life of exploitation, cause them to lose 
their childhood, which is really the spring time of 
their life. The slum children have to start earning 
their living and taking care of their family at a very 
young age. As a result, they do not get to enjoy a 
normal childhood.
11. (ii) Derry’s mother did not have a good 
impression of Mr. Lamb for she thought that he 
was not a good man. She did not want Derry to get 
acquainted with him or see him for any purpose.
(iii) The story clearly indicates that Dr. Sadoa’s father 
was a very traditional and conventional man. He never 
lets any foreign object enter his room. Also Sadao 
didn’t marry Hana until he knew she was Japanese 
because his father wouldn’t have agreed for their 
marriage otherwise.
12. B. The Governor of the Oxford prison was a 
kind-hearted man, who requested the Secretary of the 
Examination board to allow Evans to appear for the 
O-level German Examination. He also seemed smart 
and efficient fellow, who, knowing that Evans had 
a tendency to escape prison, took every precaution 
to prevent that from happening. Yet, by the end of 
the story, he turned out to be a gullible man with 
qualities, which are ‘good-for-a-giggle’. Never once 
he doubted Evans’ intentions of appearing for the test 
even though his German was very bad. 
The Governor’s men made sure that Evans was not 
left with anything sharp and informed  him that the 
Governor himself would be listening to each and 
every conversation going on in the cell. In spite of 
that neither the Governor nor his men were able to 

stop Evans from escaping.  In the end the Governor 
was able to catch hold of Evans because of his smart 
thinking and commendable investigating skills. 
However, his habit of leaving things on others caused 
Evans to escape his clutches yet again. Therefore, it 
is suffice to say that the Governor was alert on some 
occasions, but on others, quite negligent and over-
confident man, with a bad judgment of character. It 
is for this reason, Evans was able to escape from his 
prison multiple times.
13. A. Difficulties faced by the bangle makers of 
Firozabad are many. They live in a  state of  perpetual 
poverty, in ready-to-crumble houses, crowded with 
a number of families. Besides remaining uneducated 
for the  rest of their lives, they have to work extremely 
hard for long hours in the glass furnaces in high 
temperature. Since they work in the dark and dingy 
cells, many lose their eyesight at a young age. Their 
difficulties are not limited to just health problems. 
They are set at a much deeper level. The bangle 
makers are burdened  by the stigma of the caste in 
which they are born. An adult bangle maker knows 
nothing except how to make bangles. So, that is all 
that he can teach his young ones and this continues 
for generations. The bangle makers cannot escape 
the vicious circle of exploitation by middlemen, 
money lenders, police and bureaucrats. They cannot 
even organise themselves into a cooperative due to 
the fear that it might be treated as being illegal.  This 
is why there are no leaders who would raise their 
problems. The bangle makers continue to face apathy 
and injustice all their lives.
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Q. No. Section Chapter / Topic
Marks Per  
Question

Marks  
Obtained

1

Re
ad

in
g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Rattrap
Indigo
On the Face of It

8

4
Keeping Quiet
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

4

5

Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
The Enemy
On the Face of It
Keeping Quiet
Indigo
The Rattrap
The Third Level
Lost Spring
A Thing of Beauty
Indigo

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Last Lesson
The Rattrap
My Mother at Sixty Six
A Thing of Beauty
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Lost Spring

10

11
Should Wizard hit Mommy?
On the Face of It
The Enemy

4

12
On the Face of It
Evans Tries an O Level 5

13
Lost Spring
The Rattrap 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-5, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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BLUE PRINT

SQP 6

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) “The rules of soccer are very simple, basically it is this: if it moves, kick it. If it doesn’t move, kick it until it 

does.” ~Phil Woosnam, 1974
(2) Woosnam is a former soccer player and manager in Wales. He moved to the United States, where he was 

the coach of the American national team. He is now in the United States’ National Soccer Hall of Fame. His 
quotation describes large variety of games that have been played for at least 3,000 years, finally resulting in 
the game of soccer.

(3) Soccer seems to have originated in Asia. The Japanese played a game similar to soccer in about 1000 B.C.E., 
and it is documented that the Japanese played the first real soccer game in the year 611 A.D. The Chinese 
played against Japan with a feather or hair–filled soccer ball as early as 50 B.C.E. The Greeks played a game 
called episkyros. It was similar to soccer. The Romans played a ball game called Harpastum. Somehow soccer 
made its way to England by the 1300s. King Edward of England did not like the game; in fact, he passed 
laws banning it. King Henry IV and King Henry VII passed laws against soccer as well. Queen Elizabeth 
of England had people put in jail for a week for playing soccer, followed by religious penance, or payment 
for sin. The game was thought to take time away from military drills and archery. At that time, it was very 
important for young men to practice archery, and soccer competed with archery.

(4) However, laws, penance, and official censure did not stop the game of soccer. The game was very popular 
in the British Isles. It was played in many different ways –– sometimes it was played by kicking the ball, but 
often it was played by kicking members of the opposing team. Sometimes an entire village played against 
another village. The game was played through streets, fields, and streams. Over time, players agreed on 
general rules for the game. They also agreed on the size and weight of the soccer ball.

(5) Then another problem developed. During the 1600s, the Puritans in England took a particular dislike to 
soccer. This religious group thought that soccer was a “frivolous,” or time–wasting entertainment. They also 
said that soccer disturbed the peace on Sunday, the Lord’s Day. So, there was a new ban on Sunday soccer.

(6) Despite the ban, soccer eventually became an accepted sport. It even became part of the school curriculum. 
In 1863, a meeting of eleven English soccer clubs and schools decided on the official rules of the game. This 
meeting was the beginning of “The Football Association”. Soon other countries formed football associations. 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-6Subject Code : 301
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By 1912, there were 21 countries affiliated with the Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA). 
Today FIFA has 208 member associations. Before the 1970s, soccer was considered to be mostly a men’s game. 
However, FIFA established the Women’s World Cup in 1991. The first Women’s World Cup tournament was 
played in the People’s Republic of China in 1991. Twelve teams played for the championship. US women’s 
college teams have also begun to receive varsity status, mostly because of the influence of Title IX, a new 
law which provides more money for schools that include women’s sports.

(7) FIFA estimates that about forty million (40,000,000) women are currently playing football throughout the 
world. The FIFA “Big Count,” a 2006 soccer census, estimates two hundred sixty five million (265,000,000) 
male and female soccer players worldwide and five million referees, for a total of two hundred seventy million 
(270,000,000) people – four percent of the world’s population – actively engaged in soccer.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) Soccer has its origin in ___________.

(a) Japan (b) China (c) England (d) Asia
(ii) Chinese filled their soccer balls with ________ .

(a) feather (b) skin (c) hair  (d) Both ‘a’ and ‘c’
(iii) _______ banned soccer in England. 

(a) King Edward (b) King Henry (c) King Henry VII (d) None of these
(iv) In ________, ‘The Football Associations’ beginning was marked.

(a) 1912 (b) 1863 (c) 1970 (d) 2006
(v) About _________ women are currently playing football.

(a) 65,000,000 (b) 270,000,000 (c) 40,000,000 (d) many millions
(vi) _________ soccer associations belong to FIFA.

(a) 1600 (b) 208 (c) 50 (d) 611
(vii) A game similar to soccer, called episkyros was played by 

(a) Indians (b) Greeks (c) Romans  (d) Chinese
(viii) When did FIFA established the Women’s world cup?

(a) In 1970 (b) In 50 B.C.E.  (c) In 1991 (d) In 2006
(ix) What other names did soccer have in ancient times?

(a) Episkyros called by Greeks (b) Harpastum called by Romans
(c) Hall of Fame called by Indians (d) Both (a) and (b)

(x) Who disliked soccer during 1600s in England? 
(a) Queen Elizabeth  (b) King Henry VII (c) Puritans (d) Henry IV

(xi) Which of the following words, mentioned in the passage, means the same as ‘Punishment’?
(a) Laws (b) Archery (c) Penance (d) Frivolous 

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) On a serious level, when was the last time you remember keeping your emotions solely to yourself, when a 

disaster struck? Or was averted? Agreed, humans are social beings who need feedback based on their social 
interactions. But, in today’s times, where people-men and women alike-thrive on social approval, it feels 
like your happiness is on a leash depending on social media, or society at large. A person could possibly go 
to any extent to seek attention. Lying, cheating, manipulating, constantly blabbing or being intentionally 
silent, are all a part of the process to be the centre of attention. Everyone wants to be liked and be popular. 
Attention gives a pleasurable high and does wonderful things to one’s ego and selfworth. It is when, seeking 
exceeds normalacy that the trouble begins. Both too much of attention and the lack of it are obvious signs 
of trouble.www.jeebooks.in
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(2) Also known as Histrionic Personality Disorder, attention-seeking is an attempt to desperately attract the 
attention of other people, typically by disruptive or excessively extrovert behavior. To find an attention-
seeker around you, look for someone who says, “I want to kill myself,” after a mere bad day at work, or simply 
throws a tantrum for not being given enough time. Taking on the role of a victim or a damsel-in-distress 
is a typical trait of an attention-seeker. Simply put, attention-seekers are the drama queens we come across 
frequently in our life. According to clinical psychiatrist, Dr Harish Shetty, from Hiranandani Hospital, 
Mumbai, “Attention-seeking is not exactly a disorder. We all want approval in some way or the other from 
the people we are around with. It massages our ego and therefore, has a feel-good factor to it. Seeking 
approval enhances our identity.” He explains how attention seeking, if casual, can be encouraging, “but 
once out of control, if the person’s obsession sets in, the trouble that follows ruins a person’s relationships 
and eventually their peace of mind.”

(3) Attention-seeking generally happens in a large magnitude to people who blame others. The blaming is a 
type of coping mechanism the attention-mongers feel is essential to justify the mistakes they refuse to own 
up to. Dr. Shetty elaborates, “People who are narcissistic will seek attention in a larger than life manner 
like dramatizing even the smallest of things that happens to them. Also, adults who have been spoilt as 
children will have a lesser sense of responsibility towards other as well as themselves, so are more likely to 
be narcissistic.” This behavior can be seen in adults who have had an unpleasant past, i.e. they have been 
ignored, neglected, bullied, or abused in many ways before. They gradually start becoming addicted to 
it. Their think making up for all the years of unfairness they have faced as a child is best done by seeking 
attention. Their pre-teen years are extremely significant as they mould the child he or she is to become 
when they fully grow up. Frustration, anger, and disturbing relationships ensure if there is an excess of this 
behavior. The person can also grow to be extremely anxious and develop a nervous anxiety. Dr. Shetty adds, 
“Mostly seen in kids, this behaviour generally tends to die out with age. But as adults, people suffering from 
a terminal illness, ones who have faced a huge loss in business, break-ups or divorces, also portray such 
behaviour. If not handled with maturity, it worsens. But, when someone faces a challenge, they think they 
are incapable of handling, it can amplify uneasiness in them and they resort to playing the victim all the 
time. A lot of other causes, however are varied and highly subjective.”

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) What all can a person do to be the centre  of attention? 
(a) Lie  (b) Cheat  (c) Manipulate (d) All of these

(ii) According to the passage, what are the obvious signs of trouble?
(a) Too much of attention   (b) Lack of attention 
(c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) none of these

(iii) The word ‘averted’ means the same as
(a) destroyed (b) prevented  (c) denied (d) betrayed

(iv) Attention - seeking is also known as 
(a) Schizotypal  personality Disorder (b) Histrionic Personality Disorder
(c) Paranoid Personality Disorder  (d) Obsessive - Compulsive personality Disorder

(v) According to the passage, to find an attention seeker around you, look for someone who says “ _________”.
 (a) I am the best    (b) I am all - rounder 
(c) I want to kill myself   (d) I want to possess everything

(vi) A person who has too  much admiration for himself or herself is known as 
(a) lazarus  (b) narcissist (c) psychopath  (d) mendicantwww.jeebooks.in
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(vii) In adults, narcissism can be seen in those who have been ____________ in many ways before. 
(a) ignored (b) neglected (c) bullied or abused (d) all of these 

(viii) According to Dr. Shetty, in kids narcissistic behaviour generally dies out with 
(a) time    (b) strong bondings with others 
(c) education    (d) age

(ix) Attention seeking generally happens in a large magnitude to people who ____________ . 
(a) help others (b) love others (c) appreciate others (d) blame others

(x) The word ‘magnitude’ given in the third paragraph means ____________ .
(a) extent (b) smallness (c) insignificance (d) triviality

(xi) The word ‘extrovert’ is a synonym of ____________ .
(a) egotist (b) autist (c) exhibitionist (d) languid

LITERATURE (20 Marks)
3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 

that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)
A. I started for school very late that morning  and was in great dread of a scolding, especially because M.Hamel 

had said that he would question on participles, and I did not know the first word about them. For a moment 
I thought of running away and spending the day out of doors. It was so warm, so bright The birds were 
chirping at the edge of the woods;  and in the open field back of the sawmill Prussian soldiers were drilling. 
It was all much more tempting than the rule for participles, but I had the strength to resist, and hurried off 
to school. 

(i) Why was Franz in great dread of a scolding?
(a) He forgot to do his home work.
(b) He forgot to bring the grammar book.
(c) He was late for school. 
(d) He was to be questioned on participles and he knew nothing about them.

(ii) Which of the following things tempted Franz while he was on his way to school?
1. The flying birds.    2. The mooing cows.
3. The warm and bright weather. 4. The soothing chirping of the birds. 
5. The children playing on the street.
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 (c) 2 and 5 (d) 1 and 3

(iii) What do the drilling soldiers represent?
(a) The defeat of Prussia  (b) The Dawn of Japan
(c) The victory of French over Prussians (d) The Dawn of Prussia over the French people

(iv) What did Franz finally do?
(a) He went back home.
(b) He decided to go to his friend’s house.
(c) He resisted all the temptations and hurried off to school.
(d) He decided to run away and spend the day out of doors.

B. A few years later when I came to know the waters of the cascades, I wanted to get into them. And whenever 
I did - whether I was wading the Ticton or Bumping River or bathing in warm lake of the Goat Rocks the 
terror that had seized me in the pool would come back. It would take possession of me completely. My legs 
would become paralysed. Icy horror would grab  my heart. 

(i) What was stopping the narrator to get into the waters of Cascades?
(a) Memories of California   (b) Memories of Germany
(c) Instructions given by the instructor  (d) Memories full of terror in the poolwww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Why would the narrator’s leg become paralysed?
(a) Because of excitement  (b) Because of nervousness
(c) Because of his childhood terror  (d) Because he was feeling cold

(iii) Who is the author of this chapter? 
(a) Asokamitran (b) William Douglas (c) Mahadevi Verma (d) Kamala Das

(iv) Who is ‘I’ in the above extract?
(a) Franz (b) Douglas (c) A fat boy  (d) Edla 

C. “Tomorrow, I want you to tell me the story that that wizard took that magic wand and hit that mommy” — 
her plump arms chopped forcefully — “right over the head”.

(i) Who is speaking the above lines and to whom?
(a) Jo is speaking these lines to her father.
(b) Jack is speaking these lines to his wife. 
(c) Roger skunk is speaking these lines to the owl. 
(d) Wizard is speaking these lines to Roger.

(ii) Who wanted to listen the story?
(a) Jack  (b) Jo (c) Wizard (d) Roger 

(iii) Whom does the word ‘mommy’ referred to here?
(a) To the narrator’s mother  (b) To Jack’s mother
(c) To Roger’s mother   (d) To the owl

(iv) What does these lines tell about the speaker?
1. She wanted a happy ending of the story. 
4. She wanted that wizard should fight with Roger.
3. She wanted Roger skunk to have many friends.
5. She didn’t like any stories tell by her father. 
(a) Both 2 and 4 (b) Only 1 (c) Both 1 and 3 (d) Only 4

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen,
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

(i) Pick out the option that best describes Aunt Jennifer’s tigers.
1. They are golden yellow in colour.  2. They are fearful and scared of human being. 
3. They are trapped in a cage.  4. They prance fearlessly across a screen. 
(a) 1 and 2 (b) Only 3 (c) 1 and 4 (d) 1, 2 and 3

(ii) Why are the tigers described as denizens of a world of green?
(a) Because the poet have kept them in a green field.
(b) It shows poet’s love of nature. 
(c) Because they are the natives of dense green forests.
(d) Because they are embroided with green colour.

(iii) What qualities of the tigers make them unafraid of the men? 
(a) They are brave and strong. (b) They are powerful but impatient. 
(c) They are fearless and confident.  (d) Both (a) and (c)www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers are symbolic of ______.
1. her desire for freedom   2. her fascination for tigers
3. Strength and self confidence 4. Diffidence and frailty
(a) 2 and 3 (b) 1 and 4 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 4

OR

B. If we were not so single minded
About keeping our lives moving;
And for once could do nothing,
Perhaps a huge silence
Might interrupt this sadness
Of never understanding  ourselves
And of threatening ourselves with death. 

(i) ‘We’ in the above lines refer to 
(a) the poet   (b) human beings
(c) the poet and his mother  (d) both (a) and (c)

(ii) What poetic style is used in the above stanza?
(a) Sonnet  (b) Blank verse (c) Monorhyme (d) Free verse

(iii) What is the name of the poem from which the above stanza  has been taken?
(a) Keeping Quiet   (b) Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
(c) A Thing of Beauty    (d) My Mother at Sixty-six

(iv) What does the word ‘sadness’ refer to in the poem?
(a) The sadness of losing our childhood. 
(b) The sadness of people when they fail to understand themselves. 
(c) The sadness of never spending time to introspect their actions. 
(d) Both (b) and (c)

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) In how much time was Gandhi asked to furnish a bail?
(a) In five hours (b) In two days  (c) In two hours  (d) In a week

(ii) What was Shakespeare called by the poet in the poem ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum’?
(a) Intelligent (b) Wise  (c) Cruel (d) Wicked

(iii) Aunt Jennifer is suffering from what ? 
(a) Physical and mental trauma  (b) Nostalgia 
(c) Loneliness    (d) Home sickness 

(iv) What was the initial purpose of story telling?
(a) To make the child happy (b) To make the child sleep
(c) Teach morals to the child  (d) To make the child learn the art of story-telling 

(v) Mr. Lamb has a/ an ___________ tree. 
(a) mango  (b) jackfruit (c) orange  (d) apple

(vi) How much was Saheb paid at the tea stall?
(a) 1000  (b) 1500 (c) 800  (d) 500 www.jeebooks.in
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(vii) Who is the writer of Deep Water? 
(a) Shakespeare  (b) Sarojini Naidu (c) William Douglas (d) Susan Hill

(viii) What did M.Hamel wear on the last day of school? 
(a) A blue shirt and a white pant  (b) A black trouser and a blue coat
(c) A special green coat  (d) A grey three-piece

(ix) The story of ‘The Third Level’ begins ___________.
(a) in a jovial manner    (b) in an aggressive manner
(c) on a happy note   (d) in a serious manner

(x) Sadao made the prisoner dress-up in ____________.
(a) Indian clothes   (b) Western clothes
(c) Japanese clothes   (d) Chinese clothes

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. Due to incessant rains, cases of dengue and few other water borne diseases are on the rise. As health 
teacher of Alps Convent School, Mathura Road, write a notice in not more than 50 words informing your 
students to wear full sleeve shirts and trousers in the school for a period of one month and also to take all 
the necessary precautions.

OR

B. Olive Girls Hostel, New Gurgaon, Haryana needs the service of a warden. Draft an advertisement for 
publication in a local daily asking deserving candidates to appear for a walk-in-interview on 26 and 
27 October from 9 am to 2 pm  at B-3/62 (first floor) Sahara Enclave, Haryana. 

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. Write an informal invitation to your childhood friend Vishal, who is in the same town, inviting him for 
dinner at your residence. You are Neha/Nehal.

OR 

B. You are Akshay/Amrita, a child psychologist. You have been invited to be the Chief Guest at a seminar on 
Fundamental Rights of Children organised by the Lions Club of your district. Draft a reply declining the 
invitation. (50 words) 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Simar/ Smriti of 10-A, Krishna Nagar, Lucknow. Having recently completed your graduation 
in Mass Media Studies, you are looking for a job as a Radio Jockey in a reputed radio station. Surfing 
through the newspaper, you have come across an advertisement in a national daily. Apply in response to 
the advertisement giving your detailed bio-data. (120-150 words)

OR

B. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily, expressing your opinion and views on the increased human 
dependence on technology. Right from a small child to an adult, or even an old man, everyone wants 
gadgets only - cell phone, I-pod, laptop, etc. This also  has a negative effect on social relationships. Using 
your own ideas and the unit, ‘Science’, write a letter in 120-150 words, you are Rajiv/ Ranjana of Krishna 
colony, New Delhi. www.jeebooks.in
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9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Arpit/Arpita of Zenith Public School, Mumbai. You went to Gateway of India with your friends for 

an outing where you observed the local guides following and pestering the foreign tourists. You could see 
the irritation and disgust in the eyes of the tourists. It made you so disturbed that you decided to write an 
article for a local newspaper sharing your views and concerns over the image of your city and country being  
tarnished by such acts. (120-150 words)

OR 
B. You had an eye opening experience at a Personality Development Workshop organised for the students of 

Class-XI and XII by your school. Write a report in 120-150 words. You are Nandan/Nandini.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)
10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)

(i) At the crofter’s home, why did the peddler feel very happy?
(ii) Stephen Spender in his poem, ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum’ paints a dismal picture of 

poverty. Comment.
(iii) Is it possible for Mukesh to realize his dream? Justify your answer.
(iv) How was Gandhiji able to influence the lawyers at Champaran?
(v) What was the mood in the classroom when M. Hamel gave his last French lesson?
(vi) Describe the tigers created by Aunt Jennifer. 

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)  Hana told Yumi to wash the soldier’s wounds. How did Yumi react? 
(ii) Why did Evans not take off his hat when Jackson ordered him to do so?
(iii) What peculiar things does Derry notice about the old man, Mr. Lamb?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. The order from Berlin aroused a particular zeal in the school. Comment.

OR
B. How is Mukesh’s attitude towards his situation different from that of Saheb? Why?
13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Discuss Dr Sadao as both a patriot and a dedicated surgeon.

OR
B. Derry sneaked into Mr. Lamb’s garden and it became a turning point in his life. Comment.
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1. (i) (d) Asia
(ii) (d) both (a) and (b)
(iii) (a) King Edward
(iv) (c) 1970
(v) (c) 40,000,000
(vi) (b) 208
(vii) (b) Greeks
(viii) (c) In 1991
(ix) (d) both (a) and (b)
(x) (c) Puritans
(xi) (c) Penance

2. (i) (d)  All of these
(ii) (c) both (a) and (b)
(iii) (b) prevented 
(iv) (b) Histrionic Personality Disorder
(v) (c) I want to kill myself
(vi) (b) narcissist
(vii) (d) All of these
(viii) (d) age
(ix) (d) blame others
(x) (a) extent
(xi) (c) exhibitionist

3. A. (i) (d) He was to be questioned on participles 
and he knew nothing about them.
(ii) (b) 3 and 4
(iii) (d) The Dawn of Prussia over the French people
(iv) (c) He resisted all the temptations and hurried 
off to school.

B. (i) (d) Memories full of terror in the pool

(ii) (c) Because of his childhood terror 

(iii) (b) William Douglas

(iv) (b) Douglas

C. (i) (a) Jo is speaking these lines to her father.

(ii) (b) Jo

(iii) (c) To Roger’s mother

(iv) (b) Both 1 and 3

4. A. (i) (c) 1 and 4

(ii) (c) Because they are the natives of dense green 

forests.

(iii) (d) Both (a) and (c)

(iv) (c) 1 and 3

B. (i) (b) human beings

(ii) (d) Free verse

(iii) (a) Keeping Quiet

(iv) (d) Both (b) and (c)

5. (i) (c) In two hours

(ii) (d) Wicked

(iii) (a) Physical and mental trauma 

(iv) (a) To make the child happy

(v) (d) apple

(vi) (c) 800

(vii) (c) William Douglas

(viii) (c) A special green coat

(ix) (d) in a serious manner

(x) (c) Japanese clothes

SOLUTIONS

6. B. WANTED LADY WARDEN
Olive Girls Hostel, New Gurgaon, Haryana requires a lady warden. She must be graduate and age limit 
is 40 years  and above. 
Experience : min. 5 yrs.
Salary : Decent salary with perks and accommodation. 
Interested candidates may appear for Walk-in Interview on 26 & 27 October.
Timing is 9 am to 2 pm
venue : B-3/62 (First Floor) Sahara Enclave, Haryana. 

www.jeebooks.in



English Core 81

7.B. 26, Kothi Road, Mathura
24 February, 20××
Respected President,
Thank you for your thoughtful invitation as Chief Guest to the seminar on ‘Fundamental Rights of 
Children’ in your club. However, I regret to inform you that I would not be able to attend it due to a prior 
engagement.
I extend my best wishes to you and all those involved in the great  event. 
Kind regards,
Dr. Amrita Rao

8.B. 215 Krishna Colony
New Delhi
17 Sept. 20××
The Editor
The Hindustan Times
Subject : Human Dependence on Technology 
Respected Sir,
Through this letter, I wish to draw the attention of everyone towards the increased dependence of 
humans on technology. We use internet for any type of information which we find only a click away. 
Everyone, whether a child or an adult wants gadgets like cell phones, I-pod, laptop, etc. No doubt, 
technology is a boon to mankind and has a great future ahead. But in my opinion, we should not depend 
on it as excess of everything is bad. It is making everyone lazy. On the other hand, cyber crimes are also 
growing. The key word for safety is caution.
We must make judicious use of technology and should not totally depend on it. We must believe in 
natural and simple living. 
I hope you will publish this letter in your newspaper for better future of human beings.
Thanking you.
Your sincerely
Rajni Kataria

9. B.  Workshop on Personality Development
 by Nandan, XII-C
An interactive workshop on personality development 
was organised by our school last Saturday. The students 
of class XI and XII participated in the workshop. The 
aim of the workshop was to prepare the students for 
their future and to equip them for the bigger challenges 
in life. 
The students were addressed on various topics like 
self-analysis, body language and etiquettes. Several 
activities and group discussions were conducted to 
help the students with their communication and public 
speaking skills. The workshop was also graced by the 
presence of eminent personalities like Ms. Sushmita 
Sen and Mr. Milind Soman. They interacted with the 
students and spoke to them about the importance of 
interpersonal skills. The workshop proved to be a great 

success. The students left the workshop beaming with 
confidence and optimism.
10. (i) At the crofter’s home, the peddler felt very 
happy because it was for the first time someone had 
welcomed him into one’s house. The lonely crofter fed 
the peddler warm porridge, shared tobacco with him, 
played cards and treated him very nicely. The crofter 
shared his secrets with peddler and even showed 
him where he kept his money. The crofter gave him a 
comfortable bed to sleep in.
(ii) Stephen Spender indeed paints a dismal picture 
of poverty in his poem ‘An Elementary School 
Classroom in a  Slum’. He describes the children in 
the slum school as pale and lacking energy. They are 
malnourished and heir to gnarled diseases. Stephen 
Spender links them to the unwanted weeds. The 
classroom too is dingy, with yellowing walls depicting www.jeebooks.in
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images, which are of no significance to these children 
because they cannot relate to the fascinating sights. 
However, they can relate to their grim surroundings, 
cramped living, slag heap and a future that is foggy.
(iii) Mukesh’s aim in life is to become a motor mechanic. 
Yes, it is indeed possible for Mukesh to achieve his dreams 
through hard work and determination. He is willing to 
walk all the way to the garage and learn even though the 
garage is quite far from his house.
(v) The order from Berlin was to teach only German 
in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine. As this was going 
to be his last day at the school M. Hamel had put on his 
best clothes, which he wore only on special occasions, 
The whole school seemed so strange and solemn. On 
the back benches that were always empty, the elderly 
village people were sitting quietly with a sad visage. 
Some of them were even crying. The students paid a 
great deal of attention during their last French lesson, 
even the little ones. Most affected was M. Hamel. 
Although he taught every lesson with dedication, he 
looked sombre and pensive with tears in his eyes.
(vi) Aunt Jennifer’s tiger are described as bright 
topaz denizens of a world of green, pacing in chivalric 
certainty, fearless. They are proud, strong and free.
11. (i) When Hana told Yumi to wash the American 
soldier’s wounds, Yumi refused to touch him. She had 
a fierce look of resistance as she said she had nothing 
to do with him. She even threatened to leave the job, 
which she eventually did.
(ii) The duplicate McLerry who was invigilating the 
O-Level German examination had short hair. Evans 
knew this, so he also cut his hair short to pass off  as 
McLerry. The bobble hat was a significant part of the 
plan in order to conceal Evans cropped hair as well as 
his plan of escape.
(iii) Derry notices that Mr. Lamb always leaves 
the gates open for anybody and everybody so as to 
welcome strangers. Derry is amazed that unlike others 
old Mr. Lamb treated him with utmost kindness, that 
he is not repulsed by Derry’s scarred face. Derry also 
finds it peculiar that Mr. Lamb lives in a huge house 
with a huge garden but without curtains.

12. A. The order from Berlin, to teach only German 
in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine from now on, 
aroused a particular zeal in the school on the day of 
the last French lesson. 
The air that day, was mixed with pride and sorrow. 
Students as well as elderly members of the village came 
to attend the class. The ambiance was quite sombre 
as the children were serious and some of the elders, 
sitting at the back benches, were crying. 
M. Hamel, who was dressed in his best attire, appeared 
to be in a pensive mood. His students and the village 
elders too paid great attention to everything that was 
being taught in the class. They hoped to learn as much 
as possible. Even Franz seemed to love his books.  
M. Hamel told those present in the class to hold on 
to French as it was the most beautiful language in the 
world. He said that their mother tongue was the key to 
their freedom. 
A feeling of oneness and immense love and respect for 
the mother tongue showed on everyone’s face.
The class ended with M. Hamel writing ‘Vive La 
France!’ on the board.
13. B. Derry is a withdrawn and defiant boy. He does 
not like to be around people because they look at his 
face and pass uncharitable remarks. Once, one side 
of his face got burnt by acid, which left a scar on his 
face. This created a complex in his mind. He thinks 
that people are afraid of him. Mr. Lamb is a physically 
challenged man, one of whose leg is made of tin.
Mr. Lamb is a complete contrast to Derry when it 
comes to his attitude and outlook towards life. He 
is an optimist who does not allow trivial  teasing 
and name calling do not bother him. In fact, he 
likes having company. Mr. Lamb is not repulsed by 
Derry’s scarred face. Neither he is angry nor put off 
by the boy’s rudeness. Instead, Mr. Lamb understands 
Derry’s anguish and tries to make him realise that 
being handicapped is not a drawback.
His meeting with Mr. Lamb becomes a turning point 
in Derry’s life because Derry is ready to overcome his 
obstacles and face the world. He finds courage and 
strength to get what he wants.
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The Last Lesson
Deep Water
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?

8

4
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Keeping Quiet

4

5

Indigo
An Elementary School Classroom in Slum
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
On the Face of It
Lost Spring
Deep Water
The Last Lesson
The Third Level
The Enemy

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Notice
Advertisement

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5
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The Rattrap
An Elementary School Classroom in Slum
Lost Spring
Indigo
The Last Lesson
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

10

11
The Enemy
Evans Tries an O Level
On the Face of It

4

12
The Last Lesson
Lost Spring 5

13
The Enemy
On the Face of It 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-6, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) Thick black smoke curling out of smokestacks, horrible–tasting chemicals in your drinking water, pesticides 

in your food –– these are examples of pollution. Pollution is any contamination of the environment which 
causes harm to the environment or the inhabitants of the environment. There are many kinds of pollution, 
and there are many pollutants. Some obvious kinds of pollution are pollution of the air, soil, and water. Some 
less obvious, or less salient, kinds of pollution are radioactivity, noise and light pollution, and pollution by 
green-house gasses.

(2) Air pollution can be caused by particles, liquids, or gases that make the air harmful to breathe. There are 
two main types of air pollution: primary and secondary. Primary pollutants enter the air directly, like smoke 
from factories and car exhaust. Secondary pollutants are chemicals that mix together to pollute the air, like 
mixtures of emissions, or waste output, from vehicles and factory smoke that change to form more dangerous 
pollutants in the air and sunlight.

(3) Soil pollution can be caused by pesticides, leakage from chemical tanks, oil spills, and other chemicals which 
get into the soil by dumping or accidental contamination. Soil pollution can also cause water pollution when 
underground water becomes contaminated by coming in contact with the polluted soil.

 Water pollution can be caused by waste products, sewage, oil spills, and litter in streams, rivers, lakes, and 
oceans. Some scientists believe that water pollution is the largest cause of death and disease in the world, 
causing about 14,000 deaths in the world each day.

(4) Radioactive pollution can be caused by leaks or spills of radioactive materials. These materials can come 
from medical sources, nuclear power plants, or laboratories which handle radioactive materials. Air, soil, 
and water can be polluted by radioactivity. It can cause damage to animals, both internally and externally, by 
eating, drinking, or touching it. It can cause birth defects and genetic problems. It can cause certain cancers 
and other deadly diseases.

(5) Noise pollution can be caused by vehicle, aircraft, and industrial noise. It can also be caused by military 
or experimental sonar. Noise has health effects on people and animals. In people, it can cause high blood 
pressure, heart problems, sleep disturbances, and hearing problems. In animals, it can cause communication, 
reproductive, and navigation problems – they have difficulty finding their direction. Sonar has even caused 
whales to beach themselves because they respond to the sonar as if it were another whale.

(6) Light pollution can be caused by advertising signs, stadium and city lighting, and other artificial lighting (like 
the light caused by night traffic). Artificial lighting has health effects on humans and animals. In people, it 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-7Subject Code : 301
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can cause high blood pressure and affect sleeping and waking rhythms and immunity. It might be a factor 
in some cancers, such as breast cancer. In animals, it can affect sleeping and waking rhythms, navigation, 
and reproduction. 

(7) In addition, greenhouse gases have caused a warming effect on the earth’s climate. The greenhouse gases are 
water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, and ozone. They are naturally–occurring gases in the atmosphere, 
but human activity has increased their concentration in the atmosphere. For example, the levels of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere have risen due to the burning of fossil fuels. The effect is a rise in global 
temperatures. The higher temperatures cause the melting of glaciers, a rise in the water level of oceans, and 
the disruption of both land and marine life, including that of humans. Although carbon dioxide is necessary 
for plants to survive, it is also considered to be a kind of pollution because high levels of carbon dioxide have 
caused the oceans to become more acidic.

(8) It is not possible for anyone to predict the exact timing and effects of global pollution and global climate 
change brought about by pollution. There is general agreement by scientists that the global climate will 
continue to change, that the intensity of weather effects will continue to increase, and that some species of 
animals will become extinct. There is also general agreement, or consensus, that humans need to take steps 
to reduce emissions of waste products and greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, make adaptations to the 
changes that are occurring, and figure out ways of reversing the trends of pollution and global warming.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Examples of pollution are __________ .
(a) smokestacks    (b) contaminated drinking water
(c) pesticides in the food  (d) all of these

(ii) According to the given passage, there are ______ types of pollution.
(a) three (b) five  (c) six (d) seven

(iii) Air pollution makes _________ .
(a) air harmful to breathe  (b) people fall ill 
(c) factories to work   (d) children obese

(iv) A factor in some cancers, such as breast cancer is ________ . 
(a) noise pollution (b) greenhouse gases (c) light pollution (d) soil pollution

(v) Burning of fossil fuels gave rise to _________ .
(a) high levels of CO2 (b) radioactive materials (c) sonar (d) polluted soil

(vi) _________ can cause certain cancers and deadly diseases.
(a) Car exhaust    (b) Radioactive pollutants 
(c) Smoke stacks    (d) None of these 

(vii) Air pollution can be caused by _________ .
(a) particles  (b) liquids (c) gases  (d) all of these

(viii) Pick out the options that are the primary pollutants of air pollution.
1. Factory smoke 2. Pesticides 3. Car exhaust 4. City lights
(a) Both 1 and 3 (b) Only 2 (c) Both 3 and 4 (d) Only 4

(ix) What problems can noise pollution cause in human beings?
(a) High blood pressure and heart problems (b) Communication problem
(c) Navigation problems  (d) Both (a) and (c)

(x) According to the passage greenhouse gases include __________.
(a) oxygen and hydrogen   (b) methane and carbon dioxide
(c) Ozone and water vapour (d) both (b) and (c)www.jeebooks.in
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(xi) Which of the following pollution can cause effects to the habitation of whales?
(a) Air pollution    (b) Radioactive pollution  
(c) Light pollution    (d) Noise pollution 

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) From the moment a baby first opens its eyes, it is learning. Sight and sensation spark off a learning process 

which will determine in large measure, the sort of person it will become. Language stands head and 
shoulders over all other tools as an instrument of learning. It is the language that gives man his lead in 
intelligence over all the other creatures. No other creature can assemble a list of ideas, consider them, draw 
conclusions and then explain his reasoning. Man can do all this because he possesses language. And if 
thought depends on language, the quality of an individual’s thought will depend on that person’s language-
rudimentary or sophisticated, precise or approximate, stereotyped or original.

(2) Very young babies are soothed by human voice uttering comforting words close to them. This essentially-
emotional response provides early evidence that feeling is an important component of language learning. 
Children learn to use language in interaction with other human beings and this learning proceeds best 
against a background of affectionate feedback from the person who is closest to them. This is seen to 
perfection in the interaction between parent and a baby: eyes locked together, the adult almost physically 
drawing ‘verbal’ response from the baby, both engulfed by that unique experience of intimate and joyful 
‘connecting’, which sets the pattern of the relationship between two people.

(3) Thus, long before they can speak, children are involved in a two-way process of communication, which is 
steadily building a foundation on which their later use of language will be based. Constantly surrounded 
by language, they are unconsciously building structures in their minds into which their speech and reading 
will later fit grammatical constructions, tense sequences and so on. The forms of these structures will 
depend on the amount and complexity of speech they hear. Fortunate are those children who listen to 
articulate adults, expressing ideas and defending opinions. They will know, long before they can contribute 
themselves and understand, that relationships are forged through this process of speaking and listening; 
that warmth and humour have a place in the process, as have all other human emotions.

(4) Using books is the most important means of ensuring a child’s adequate language development. None of 
us can endlessly initiate and maintain speech with very small children; we run out of ideas or just get plain 
sick of it. Their lives are confined to a limited circle and they do not have enough experience to provide raw 
material for constant verbal interaction.

(5) Parents and children who share books share the same frame of reference. Incidents in everyday life 
constantly remind one or the other of a situation, a character, an action, from a jointly enjoyed book, with 
all the generation of warmth and well-being that is attendant upon such sharing. All too often, there is a 
breakdown of communication between parents and children when the problems of adolescence arise. In 
most cases, this is most acute when the give-and-take of shared opinions and ideas have not been constantly 
practised throughout childhood. Books can play a major role in the establishment of this verbal give-and-
take because they are rooted in language.

(6) Young children’s understanding greatly outruns their capacity for expression as their speech strains to 
encompass their awareness, to represent reality as they see it. Shades of meaning which may be quite 
unavailable to the child of limited verbal experience are startlingly talked to toddler. All the wonderful 
modifying words-later, nearly, tomorrow, almost, wait, half, lend, etc. begin to steer the child away from the 
simple extremes of “Yes” and “No” towards the adult word of compromise from the child’s black and white 
world to the subtle shades and tints of the real world. The range of imaginative experience opened up by 
books expands the inevitably limited horizons of children’s surroundings and allows them to make joyful, 
intrigued, awestruck acquaintance with countless people, animals, objects and ideas in their first years of 
life.

(7) Books also open children to new points of view, besides their own as they unconsciously put themselves into 
other people’s places-‘if that could happen to him, it could happen to me’. This imaginative self-awareness 
brings apprehensions and fears as well as heightened hopes and joys.www.jeebooks.in
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(8) In books, children can experience language which is subtle, resourceful, exhilarating and harmonious; 
languages that provide the human ear (and understanding) with a pointed and precise pleasure, the searing 
illuminating impact of good and true words.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) According to the passage, what does a baby start doing just after opening its eyes?
(a) Reading (b) Speaking (c) Learning  (d) Laughing

(ii) What are the things that spark off the learning process of a child?
(a) See and hear   (b) Listen and speak 
(c) Sight and sensation   (d) Analysing other people’s actions

(iii) What makes a man superior over all the other creatures?
(a) Their way of observing things (b) Their language
(c) Their body-language  (d) Their skills

(iv) What is an important component of language learning?
(a) Environment (b) Education  (c) Feeling (d) Books of literature 

(v) What are the most important means of ensuring a child’s adequate language development?
(a) Maintaining speech   
(b) Providing raw material for constant verbal interaction
(c) Two-way process of communication
(d) Using books

(vi) The parents can’t rely only on constant verbal interactions because
(a) they will run out of ideas and get sick of it.  
(b) that will become an obstacle for them in maintaining  social relations
(c) their warmth  and love will get effected 
(d) they will go into depression

(vii) Why does a book play a major role in the establishment of verbal given and take?
(a) Because they can create an imaginary world
(b) Because they help us learn grammar
(c) Because they deal with variety of topics
(d) Because they are rooted in language

(viii) What brings apprehensions and fears as well as heightened hopes and joys in children?
(a) Encompassing awareness into reality 
(b) Awestruck acquaintance with countless people 
(c) Imaginative self-awareness that is acquired by reading books
(d) Problems of adolescence

(ix) What are the advantages of books mentioned in the above passage?
(a) It creates self awareness in children. 
(b) It enables children to see things from other’s  point of view.
(c) Expose children to a wide range of vocabulary.
(d) All of these 

(x) Find out the word from paragraph-3 which means the same as ‘eloquent’.
(a) Communication  (b) Complexity (c) Articulate (d) Forged

(xi) The correct antonym of the word ‘engulfed’ is __________ . 
(a) underwhelm (b) overflow  (c) immerse (d) plungewww.jeebooks.in
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LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. Then, from one thing to another, M.Hamel went on to talk of the French language saying that it was the 
most beautiful language in the world the clearest, the most logical; that we must guard it among us and 
never forget it, because when people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they 
had the key to that prison.

(i) Why did M.Hamel call the French language the most beautiful? 
(a) Because he and other villagers were from France 
(b) Because it was the most easy language 
(c) Because it was the clearest and the most logical 
(d) Because it was his national language 

(ii) According to M.Hamel, what key do the people  have to the prison when they are enslaved? 
(a) Their behaviour   (b) Their power and strength 
(c) Their unity    (d) Their mother tongue 

(iii) Who was M.Hamel?
(a) A school principal  (b) A clerk  (c) A language teacher (d) An agent 

(iv) Who is the author of this chapter?
(a) Vikram seth (b) Alphonse Daudet  (c) Louis Fisher  (d) Amitav Ghosh

B. She is the wife of Mukesh’s elder brother. Not much older in years, she has begun to command respect as 
the bahu, the daughter-in-law of the house, already in charge of three men-her husband, Mukesh and their 
father. When the older man enters, she gently withdraws behind the broken wall brings her veil closer to 
her face. As custom demands, daughters-in-law must veil their faces before male elders. In this case the 
elder is an impoverished bangle maker. Despite long years of hard labour, first as a tailor then a bangle 
maker, he has failed to renovate a house, send his two sons to school. All he has managed to do is teach 
them what he knows - The art of making bangles. 

(i) What kind of custom prevails in the family of Mukesh?
(a) Children should say ‘Good morning!’ to the elders.
(b) Elders should be served first. 
(c) Youngers should not speak in front of the elders members of the family.
(d) Daughters-in-law must veil their faces before male elders.

(ii) What was the profession of Mukesh’s father before he became a bangle-maker?
(a) Driver (b) Plumber  (c) Tailor (d) Merchant

(iii) “He has failed to renovate a house ...” . ‘He’ refers to 
(a) The author (b) Mukesh (c) Mukesh’s father (d) Saheb

(iv) What is the name of the chapter from which the above extract has been taken? 
(a) The Enemy  (b) The Last Lesson (c) The Lost Spring  (d) Deep Water

C. “Evans the Break” as the prison officers called him. Thrice he’d escaped from prison, and but for the 
recent wave of unrest in the maximum-security establishments up north, he wouldn’t now be gracing the 
Governor’s premises in Oxford! And the Governor was going to make absolutely certain that he wouldn’t 
be disgracing  them. Not that Evans was a real burden; just a persistent, nagging presence. He’d be all right  
in oxford, though : the Governor would see to that would see to it personally. 

(i) Who has escaped from the prison?
(a) Mr. Jackson (b) Stephens (c) Evans  (d) McLeery www.jeebooks.in
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(ii) What was Evans called by the prison officers?
(a) A real burden  (b) Evans the break  (c) The breaker Evan  (d) Both ‘a’ and ‘b’

(iii) Who is the author of this chapter?
(a) Jack Finney (b) Kalki (c) Susan Hill (d) Colin Dexter

(iv) How many times did Evans escape from the prison?
(a) Five times (b) Three times (c) Six times  (d) Two times 

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Old
Familiar ache, my childhood’s fear,
but all I said was, see you soon,
Amma,
all I did was smile and smile and
smile... ... ...

(i) What does the phrase, ‘familiar ache’ refer to?
(a) The pain that her mother was growing old 
(b) The fear of separation from her mother.
(c) Both (a) and (b) 
(d) Only (a) 

(ii) Why does the poet smile and smile?
(a) To make her mother happy (b) To hide her happiness
(c) To hide her old age   (d) To hide her fear 

(iii) The expression ‘Childhood fear’ refers to the fear of 
(a) exams    (b) losing toys 
(c) separation from mother (d) taking medicines

(iv) What did the poet say to her mother while separating from her?
(a) See you soon  (b) Miss you soon  (c) Meet you soon (d) Call you soon

OR
B. Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example,
 With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal –
 For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes
 From fog to endless night?

(i) ‘Them’ in the second line refers to 
(a) Shakespeare and his contemporaries (b) The  poor and emaciated children of the slum
(c) the poet and his friends  (d) all the people living in poverty

(ii) Pick the option that describe the things that tempted the children of the slum. 
1. They were tempted by all the beautiful things  of the world. 
2. They were tempted by the photograph of Shakespeare.
3. They were tempted by the luxuries  and the lifestyle the rich people enjoy.
4. They were tempted by the big houses built in their  neighbourhood.
(a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 2 and 4 (d) 1 and 3

(iii) Pick out the option that is NOT TRUE about the living style of the children described in the poem.
1. They dwell in beautiful houses all decorated with flowers and carpets.
2. They live amidst dry surroundings in cramped houses. 
3. They houses are dark and unpleasant. 
4. They live in houses filled will light and have beautiful gardens. 
(a) Only 1 (b) Both 2 and 3 (c) Only 4 (d) Both 1 and 4www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Name the poem from which the above stanza has been taken. 
(a) A Thing of Beauty   (b) An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
(c) My Mother at Sixty-six  (d) Keeping Quiet

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) What was the proposal made by the landlords?
(a) It was of 50% share.  (b) It was of 25% share. 
(c) It was of 80% share.   (d) It was of 30% share. 

(ii) What does the poet want each one of us to practice?
(a) To practice speaking fluently (b) To practice expressing our ideas clearly
(c) To practice silence    (d) To practice speaking out mother-tongue

(iii) Where does Roger Skunk’s mother hit the wizard?
(a) On his checks (b) On his back  (c) On his forehead (d) On his head

(iv) Who occupied the last benches of the class? 
(a) M. Hamel   (b) Franz 
(c) the prussian soldiers  (d) The old people of the village

(v) How much Saheb used to get in garbage sometimes?
(a) A silver coin    (b) A ten rupee note 
(c) Some dumped toys   (d) Some old chappals or shoes

(vi) Where does the crofter used to work?
(a) At church   (b) At a mill 
(c) At Ramjo.. Ironworks   (d) In a forest as a woodcutter

(vii) Which figure of speech has been used by the poet in the phrase “Like that of a corpse”?
(a) Simile  (b) Metaphor (c) Pun (d) Synecdoche

(viii) Why do the servants leave Sadao and Hana? 
(a) They do not agree with Dr. Sadao and Hana’s decision. 
(b) They like Hana but not Sadao.
(c) They were afraid of the General. 
(d) They were not satisfied with their pay. 

(ix) Which of the following techniques is used for writing a story within a story as used in “Should Wizard Hit 
Mommy’?
(a) Medias res  (b) Quibble  (c) Hypodiegesis (d) Deus ex machina 

(x) Which poetic device has been used in the phrase ‘Mighty dead’?
(a) Metaphor  (b) Litotes  (c) Hyperbole  (d) Oxymoron

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Harshal/Harshita of 15, Kurla, Mumbai. You want to well your house as you are shifting to another 

city for work. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more that 50 words to be published in the Mumbai 
Times under the classified columns. 

OR
B. As Teacher Co-ordinator of the Quiz Club of AMM School, Pune, draft a notice in not more than 50 words 

informing students of the inter-class quiz contest asking them to register their names with the Secretary of 
the Club within a week.www.jeebooks.in
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7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. As secretary of the literary club of St. Mary school, Kolkata, draft a formal invitation in not more than 50 

words for the inauguration of the club in your school.
OR

B. You have the honour of being invited as the judge at a talent hunt competition organised by st. Martins 
School, Delhi. However, due to prior commitments, you will not be attending the same. Draft a suitable 
reply in 50 words. 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A You are the newly appointed Tourism Secretary of Jammu and Kashmir. Write a letter to the Tourism 

Minister on how you propose to bring more tourists to the state. (120-150 words) 
OR

B. Write a letter to your friend and congratulate him/her on his/her success in class 12 board exam.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Your school started cleanliness drive in the neighbourhood. As a student representative of you school’s Eco 

Club, write a report in 150-200 words giving details of the programme. You are Mahua of S.G. International 
School, Delhi. 

OR 
B. You are Satish/Saba, associated with an NGO, which works to uplift the socio-economic conditions of 

child labourers by counselling their parents and helping them to go the school. Write an article in about 
120-150 words on the role of ‘Literacy in eradicating the evil practice of child labour from society’.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) How do we know that ordinary people too contributed to the freedom movement ?
(ii) What spreads the pall of despondence over our dark spirits? How is it removed?
(iii) How do the words, ‘denizens’ and ‘chivalric’ add to our understanding of Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers?
(iv) What hospitality did the peddler receive from the crofter?
(v) Who occupied the back benches in the class room on the day of the last lesson? Why?
 (vi) How did the incident at the YMCA pool affect Douglas? 

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) How did Sam’s mail reach Charley?
(ii) How does Jo want the story to end and why? 
(iii) What did Derry’s mother think of Mr. Lamb?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. What do you understand by the title ‘Lost Spring’? Discuss. 
OR 

B. Why did the ironmaster’s invitation to the peddler to spend Christmas Eve with him make him think that 
he was going to fall into a trap?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. How did Mr. Lamb try to give courage and confidence to Derry? 

OR
B. What precautions were taken by the prison authorities to ensure that the German exam was conducted 

smoothly and also under strict security? 
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1. (i) (d) all of these
(ii) (d) seven
(iii) (a) air harmful to breathe
(iv) (c) light pollution
(v) (a) high levels of CO2
(vi) (b) Radioactive pollutants 
(vii) (d) all of these
(viii) (a) Both 1 and 3
(ix) (a) High blood pressure and heart problems
(x) (d) Both (b) and (c)
(xi) (d) Noise pollution 

2. (i) (c) Learning
(ii) (c) Sight and sensation
(iii) (b) Their language
(iv) (a) Environment
(v) (d) Using books
(vi) (a) they will run out of ideas and get sick of 
it.  
(vii) (d) Because they are rooted in language
(viii) (c) Imaginative self-awareness that is acquired 
by reading books
(ix) (d) all of these 
(x) (c) Articulate
(xi) (a) underwhelm

3. A. (i) (c) Because it was the clearest and the 
most logical 
(ii) (d) Their mother tongue 
(iii) (c) A language teacher 
(iv) (b) Alphonse Daudet

B. (i) (d) Daughters-in-law must veil their faces 
before male elders.
(ii) (c) Tailor
(iii) (c) Mukesh’s father
(iv) (c) The Lost Spring 

C. (i) (c) Evens
(ii) (b) Evans the break
(iii) (d) Colin Dexter
(iv) (b) Three times

4. A. (i) (c) Both (a) and (b) 
(ii) (d) To hide her fear 
(iii) (c) separation from mother
(iv) (a) See you soon

OR
B. (i) (b) The  poor and emaciated children of the 
slum
(ii) (d) 1 and 3
(iii) (d) Both 1 and 4
(iv) (b) An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum

5. (i) (b) It was of 25% share. 
(ii) (c) To practice silence 
(iii) (d) On his head
(iv) (d) The old people of the village
(v) (b) A ten rupee note 
(vi) (c) At Ramjo.. Ironworks 
(vii) (a) Simile
(viii) (a) They do not agree with Dr. Sadao and Hana’s 
decision. 
(ix) (c) Hypodiegesis
(x) (d) Oxymoron

6. B A.M.M. SCHOOL, PUNE
NOTICE

21 April, 20××
Register for Quiz Competition

This is to inform all students of classes VI-XII that an interclass quiz competition will be held this Friday, 
25 April, 20×× in the audio - visual room from 8:00 am to 11:00 pm. Maximum number of students 
representing per class is three. Those interested can give their names to the secretary of the Quiz Club 
for registration.
XYZ
(Teacher Co-ordinator, Quiz Club)

7. A. St. Mary School
We cordially invite all staff, student and parents for the inauguration of Literary Club of the school on 
28th August between 8:30 a.m. to 12 : 00 pm. in the school premises. Well known novelist, Mr. Sandeep 
Mandal will be our Chief Guest. You all are also requested to join us in the auditorium for refreshment 
after the inauguration ceremony.

Secretary (Literary Club)

SOLUTIONS
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8. Secretary of Tourism
Ministry of Tourism
Jammu and Kashmir
25th March, 20××
The Tourism Minister
Ministry of Tourism
Jammu and Kashmir
Sir/Madam,
Subject: Proposal to Bring More Tourists to The State of Jammu and Kashmir
As the newly appointed Secretary of Tourism, I have made it my priority to establish our state Jammu and 
Kashmir as one of the best travel destinations of our country. The 'Heaven on Earth’, Kashmir, as well as 
Jammu are known for their enigmatic snowy mountains and natural scenic beauty all over the world. It is 
true that terrorist attacks have caused tourism in Jammu and Kashmir to suffer a lot. It is hard to accept 
that tourists would miss these attractions fearing their safety.
I have resolved to take immediate steps to transform negative image of our state to a positive one. I 
propose the following steps in this regard.
To attract more and more Indian and foreign tourists, the first and foremost thing the government should 
do is curb incidents of violence and terrorism. Strict action must be taken against the perpetrators so that 
tourists as well as locals feel safe in the Valley. Tourism Ministry of Jammu and Kashmir must advertise 
and market the state properly so as to grab tourist attention to the fullest. Also, spreading awareness 
regarding handicrafts, local cuisine and culture would create interest in tourists and they will flock to our 
beautiful state without further delay. Cleanliness is crucial for positive publicity of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Therefore, initiatives must be taken immediately to maintain clean and green surroundings.
I hope you will consider my suggestions and provide me with your cooperation and guidance in this 
undertaking. 
Thank you
Yours sincerely
XYZ
Tourism Secretary
Jammu and Kashmir

it sent forth was that one should keep one’s home and 
school clean and at the same time as a responsible 
citizen, keep one’s surroundings clean too, including 
the alley, roads, parks, etc. It was indeed an excellent 
initiative taken by the school to make people aware of 
the need to keep their surroundings and city clean.

10. (i) Raj Kumar Shukla, who was an ordinary 
peasant, initiated Gandhiji’s fight in Champaran. 
Later, thousands of people demonstrated around the 
courtroom where Gandhiji was summoned which 
made the Britishers feel challenged and baffled. This is 
how we know that ordinary people too contributed to 
the freedom movement.
(ii) Man is losing hope because of some inhuman 
ways of people. What spreads the pall of despondence 
are the hardships, sorrows and the dearth of noble 
people in our lives. It gets removed by the beautiful 
objects of nature and by knowing the beautiful art and 
literature.

9. A. Special Cleanliness Drive Programme
 by Mahua, S.R., Eco Club, 

S.G. International School, Delhi
Delhi, April 2, 20×× : The Eco Club of the school 
launched a special cleanliness drive in the school 
and its neighbourhood from March 24 to March 30. 
All the students from primary to the senior classes 
participated in it with great zeal and enthusiasm. 
Each individual participating in the cleanliness drive 
were provided with a pair  of disposable gloves and a 
garbage bag. After proper disposal of garbage collected  
from school, the participants of the cleanliness drive  
moved out to clear the neighbourhood. Students and 
teachers went out and swept the neighbouring streets 
encouraging others to participate too. They sprayed 
mosquito killing sprays in the drains to avoid breeding 
of mosquitoes. The members of the Eco Club performed 
a skit for the residents of the neighbourhood on the 
theme ‘Cleanliness is next to Godliness.’ The message www.jeebooks.in
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(iii) The words ‘denizens’ and ‘chivalric’ evoke the 
mental image of majestic tigers who are the residents 
of the world of green. They are unafraid, proud, certain 
and show chivalry-conduct themselves in a manly 
fashion.
(iv) The good natured crofter was a lonely man. So, 
when the peddler knocked on his door, for shelter the 
crofter welcomed him with open arms. He served him 
porridge for supper and offered him a big slice of tobacco 
for his pipe. He also played a game of cards with the 
peddler till bedtime. This hospitality was unexpected as 
people usually made sour faces when the peddler asked 
for shelter.
(vi) His experience at the YMCA pool left Douglas 
haunted by fear of water. He became extremely weak 
physically and never went back to the pool again. He 
felt handicapped for years as he couldn’t enjoy any 
water sport like swimming, fishing, boating, etc.

11. (ii) As the end of the story did not appeal to Jo, 
she wanted the wizard to hit Mommy Skunk and make 
Roger Skunk continue to smell like roses. It is evident 
that the story violated Jo’s sense of fairness for why 
should Roger Skunk not smell of roses and thus, have 
more friends.
(iii) Derry’s mother did not have a good impression 
of Mr. Lamb for she thought that he was not a good 
man. She did not want Derry to get acquainted with 
him or see him for any purpose.

12. B. When the ironmaster of the iron mill came for 
his routine visit the peddler, who was lying close to 
furnace, caught his attention. Mistaking the peddler 
for Nils Olof, a close acquaintance belonging to the 
same regiment, the ironmaster, invited him to spend 
Christmas Eve with him and his daughter. Although 
the peddler did not disclose his real identity to the 
ironmaster, he politely declined his invitation. The 
ironmaster’s invitation made the peddler think he 
was going to fall into a trap. After stealing from the 
crofter, the peddler thought that it would be safer to go 
through the jungle to avoid getting caught. However, 
it was a cold and stormy night; the peddler soon lost 
his way in the jungle. Tired and dejected, the peddler 
had sneaked into the iron mill for shelter. The crofter’s 

money was still with the peddler. He thought that 
to go to the manor house with the money would be 
like throwing himself into the lion’s den. It occurred 
to him that the world was a rattrap, offering him the 
temptation of shelter just as the rattrap would offer 
cheese and pork as bait.

13. A. When Mr. Lamb found Derry in his garden, 
he did not make him go away. Instead, Mr. Lamb 
welcomed Derry in a cheerful way accepting him as 
he was. Although Derry behaved rudely with him, he 
remained calm and cordial as if Derry’s bad temper 
and defiance did not bother him at all. Derry was 
always angry and bitter because one side of his face 
was burnt. His face seemed to scare everybody. He 
withdrew himself from the society because of which 
he lacked courage and self confidence. Mr. Lamb’s 
behaviour towards Derry was completely different 
from others. He told Derry that it’s important to see 
how one is inside than how one looks on the outside. 
He inspired Derry with love for life and told him one 
cannot go through life being scared and alienated. Mr. 
Lamb asked Derry to enjoy simple joys of everyday 
living with people around and nature, ignoring the 
unpleasant. He initiated courage and confidence in 
Derry by telling him not to brood over limitations but 
count his blessings.

OR
B. During Evans’ O-Level German test, special 
precautions were taken by the prison staff to prevent 
him from escaping. The test was scheduled to be 
taken in his own cell. A parson from St. Mary Mags 
was called to invigilate and to keep the prisoner 
incommunicado during the exam. Evans was placed 
in the heavily guarded Recreational Block. There were 
two locked doors between his cell and the yard, which 
boasted of a high wall. Moreover, all the prison officers 
were on high alert. The Governor got a microphone 
installed in Evans’ cell, while Stephens kept peeping 
into the cell every few minutes. Two prison officers, 
Mr. Jackson and Mr. Stephens, thoroughly checked his 
cell for any sign of possible escape. His razor, nail filer 
and nail scissors were also taken away.
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The Last Lesson
Lost Spring
Evans Tries an O Level

8

4
My Mother at Sixty Six
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum

4

5

Indigo
Keeping Quiet
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
The Last Lesson
Lost Spring
The Rattrap
My Mother at Sixty Six
The Enemy
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
A Thing of Beauty

8

6
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ti
ng

Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Report
Article 5

10

Li
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tu

re

Indigo
A Thing of Beauty
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
The Rattrap
The Last Lesson
Deep Water

10

11
The Third Level
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
On the Face of It

4

12
Lost Spring
The Rattrap 5

13
On the Face of It
Evans Tries an O Level 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-7, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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BLUE PRINT

SQP 8

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) From young mothers to CEOs, truck drivers to entrepreneurs, film-makers to doctors, we are enveloped in 

superstitious beliefs in varying degrees. We barely notice touching wood or our heads, with relief and hope 
when a situation is simply out of our control. Only, if the grim consequences of superstition did not stare us 
in the face. A study by the University of Kerala found that 48 per cent of post-graduate students responded 
positively to superstition-this in a state that claims 94 per cent literacy. There was no difference in students 
from the social science stream and those studying science. Also, students from rural societies had shown 
lower superstition rates than urban, so education and exposure seem to have little to do with rationalism. 
Superstition is, in fact, a cross-community preoccupation in India.

(2) According to Dr Kamala Ganesh, a leading sociologist in Mumbai, “Superstition encompasses different 
practices, some cultural or cosmetic habits with no harmful consequences, some that are downright 
harmful to health and well-being, and others that discriminate against certain categories of people.” Many 
of these, she explains, have evolved from times when the uncertainties and dangers of life and threats to 
survival actually made people create symbolic and metaphoric ways of dealing with them psychologically.

 According to her, many such customs and practices are born out of ignorance, fear or are a ploy for some 
to make money from the gullible.

(3) It seems we continue to be drawn to it for multiple reasons - social indoctrination, and to find some control 
over the unpredictability of life, being key factors. Experts say that the lack of definitive knowledge has 
driven society to develop alternate models such as superstition. 

 Also, turns out it’s not just us Indians. A 2007 Gallup poll of Americans found that 13 per cent would be 
uncomfortable staying on the thirteenth floor of a hotel, and 9 per cent would actually ask for a change! 
Clearly then, this isn’t some Eastern-world preoccupation. There are common beliefs about walking under 
a ladder and black cats being bad luck. Writers have lucky pens and notebooks, athletes have specific pre-
game rituals and practices and actors are also prone to irrational beliefs. Most famously, theatre actors in 
England don’t say the name of the play Macbeth on stage, only referring to it as The Scottish Play, or any of 
a wide variety of phrases.

(4) We may be drawn to certain habits and behaviours, through conditioning, but it is repeated coincidences 
that ensure we become believers. It’s like me going from, I wore this shirt twice and got good news! to It’s 
my lucky shirt, I absolutely must wear it to that job interview tomorrow. Of course, sometimes, it works! 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-8Subject Code : 301
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Goa-based psychologist Arpita Anand  weighs in: “The way we think affects the way we feel and behave. 
So if you think you have something that is lucky, it probably impacts your mood and that in turn enhances 
motivation and affects behaviour positively.” She has a caveat, though: “If one is anxious about a situation, 
then a belief like this helps lower the anxiety by allowing a sense of control.” This explains studies that have 
found that nearly 70 per cent of students show superstitious behaviour before or during an exam. This is 
really, what psychologist and Harvard professor Dr Ellen Langer calls, the “illusion of control.”

 It may backfire, though. Just as you can work yourself into a confident frame of mind if you carry your lucky 
pen, you can get a little panicky when you let yourself be led by that entirely.

 You feel shaken, your confidence plummets and you might just blow the interview, which could seem to 
justify that ultimately self-fulfilling belief. Conversely, Langer studied how you may get a false sense of 
confidence because of that lucky mascot, and overestimate your chances of making a killing on the stock 
market, for instance. 

(5) Superstitions and folklore can quickly turn into tricky territory especially when it involves life. Sanal 
Edmaruku, president of Rationalist International, warns of a much darker side to the story: “The dangerous 
influence of superstitions keeps a large section of people under permanent fear. This leads to human rights 
violations, exploitation and crime. We have hundreds of mob murders of so-called witches in India where 
people think that illness or death is caused by them.” In fact, data from the National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) for 2014 states that Jharkhand rates highest in murders in this category, followed by Odisha, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Gujarat. “Practitioners of black magic and tantric rituals are active 
in villages and urban areas. Many tantric rituals involve violation of human rights, sanctioning crime; 
some even promote rituals with organs of children. Thousands of missing children every year in India are 
connected with these rituals,” says Edmaruku.

 There are also the horrific consequences of superstitious beliefs or blind faith being substituted for medical 
practice. Instead of seeking medical help, a large number of Indians still rely on tantrics, faith healing and 
miracle cures that have been practised down the ages in the belief that these are acceptable. Delhi-based 
gynaecologist Dr Puneet Bedi notes it is alarming how the so-called educated elite insist on an ‘auspicious’ 
date and time of a baby’s birth, guided by astrologers and their forecasts by the stars. People persuade 
doctors to perform Caesarean sections accordingly, sometimes putting the lives of both mother and child 
in danger. “Of course, there are doctors who are catering to this ‘market’,” he adds.

(6) Edmaruku and other rationalists, such as Dr. Narendra Dabholkar, eminent Kannada writer and scholar 
M.M. Kalburgi, etc. have fought to highlight that many dangerous superstitions black magic rituals and 
blind faith are taken too lightly in India, protected under the garb of faith and belief. “No civilized society 
can protect fraudulent practices, miracle-mongering, violence, human rights violations and crimes even if 
it is presented under the cover of tradition or religion,” he says. Both Dr. Dabholkar and Dr. Kalburgi were 
allegedly murdered in broad day light in 2013 and 2015 respectively.

 Edmaruku himself is in self-imposed exile in Helsinki, Finland, for nearly four years now, fearing for his 
life if he were to return to India.

(7) In 2013, the state of Maharashtra passed the Maharashtra Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice 
and Other Inhuman, Evil and Aghori Practices and Black Magic Act, with other states like Karnataka 
looking to follow suit. There was a renewed call for the state to bring in legislation, the draft Karnataka 
Prevention of Superstitious Practices Bill (2013), which has seen prolonged debate and rather vociferous 
opposition from various groups. Rajasthan though, has passed the Rajasthan Prevention of Witch-Hunting 
Act, 2015. It provides for life imprisonment for murderers and an imposition of a collective fine on the 
residents of the area where witch-hunting has taken place.

(8) Arrayed against them are the forces resistant to change, forces speaking on behalf of patriarchal systems, 
speaking for “tradition”, at times gaining dangerous ground, as they justify violence to win the argument. 
That is the scary truth of modern-day India, once home to so many different traditions through the ages: 
the materialistic, atheistic, sceptical philosophy of Carvakas back in the 7th Century BC.www.jeebooks.in
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 Experts say those with the anxious aversion personality type are more prone to superstition and obsession. 
Turns out, often superstition can turn into an obsessive compulsive disorder. Dr. Sumant Khanna, a 
Gurgaon based senior consultant in psychiatry, specialising in obsessive behaviours, mentions a patient 
who believed that he had to wash every part of his body with extreme care (due to an obsession with 
purity). “So much so, it took him four hours each day to do this. He had developed the belief that he was 
unclean and used chemicals like toilet cleaners to wash himself,” says Khanna.

 Khanna warns that some people may start with a superstition, but when they feel their beliefs are not 
working, they may even feel persecuted and anxious, leading to clinical depression in the long term.

 But for those of us who touch wood and hope to steer away from our dependence on the ‘lucky mascot’, 
know that it’s never too late to change our behaviour and beliefs. Psychologist Irving Lorge found that only 
the speed of learning, rather than the power to learn, decreased with age. So while there’s nothing wrong 
with having your personal set of rituals to set your mind at ease, it’s not a bad idea to rethink some of your 
behavioural patterns.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) We are enveloped in __________ .
(a) our own lucky blankets
(b) superstitious beliefs in varying degrees
(c) grim consequences of believing in the evil eye 
(d) the sadness of not being a CEO

(ii) People created symbolic and metaphoric ways to deal with _________ .
(a) uncertainties, dangers of life and threats to survival psychologically
(b) superstitions, black magic and blind faith 
(c) interference of the government in their religious traditions
(d) modernisation 

(iii) A common superstition is that __________ .
(a) staying on the thirteenth floor is auspicious
(b) breaking of the prayer beads are a good sign
(c) black cats and walking under the ladder is bad luck 
(d) reciting the alphabets backwards before doing anything important brings success

(iv) Maharashtra Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice and Other Inhuman, Evil and Aghori practices 
and Black Magic Act was passed by ___________ .
(a) Mumbai in 2013   (b) Pune in 2015
(c) Maharashtra in 2015  (d) Maharashtra in 2013

(v) The scary truth of modern India is that ___________ . 
(a) people are ready to let go of their superstition
(b) people have a definite mind set when it comes to superstition and are not ready to change; they justify 

violence to shut others down
(c) superstitious people are becoming more and more desensitised towards blind faith and black magic
(d) the government is not taking any action against people showing obsessive behaviour of superstition

(vi) The most famous superstition among the theatre actors of England is __________ .
(a) calling Macbeth ‘The Scottish play’ (b) faith healing 
(c) Tantrics   (d) all of these www.jeebooks.in
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(vii) What all practices does superstition include?
(a) Cultural or cosmetic habits not meant to harm anybody
(b) Uncertainties of life 
(c) Self - indoctrination 
(d) None of these 

(viii) What are superstitious customs and practices born out of ?
(a) Ignorance    (b) Fear 
(c) Greed to make money from the gullible  (d) All of these 

(ix) One gets lured into superstition
1. because of the prevalence of social indoctrination
2. because religion is not enough for them 
3. because of the lack of right knowledge
4. because of their overpowering beliefs on other people 
(a) Both 2 and 4 (b) Only 3 (c) Both 1 and 3 (d) Only 4

(x) “The way we think affects the way we feel and behave. So if you think you have something that is lucky, it 
probably impacts your mood ... and affects behaviour positively.”

 Who said the above lines ?
(a) M.M. Kalburgi   (b) Edmaruku 
(c) Arpita Anand   (d) Dr. Kamala Ganesh 

(xi) Find out the word from paragraph-1 which means the same as obsession. 
(a) Preoccupation    (b) Rationalism
(c) Beliefs   (d) Exposure

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Referred to as ‘nature’s theatre’, auroras have long fascinated the human race. During medieval times, the 

occurrences of auroral displays were seen as harbingers of war or famine. The Menominee Indians of North 
America believed that the lights indicated the location of giants who were the spirits of great hunters and 
fishermen. The Inuit community of Alaska believed that the lights were the spirits of the animals they 
hunted: the seals, salmon, deer, and beluga whales. Other aboriginal people believed that the lights were 
the spirits of their ancestors.

(2) The bright dancing lights of the aurora are actually collisions between electrically charged particles from 
the sun that enter the earth’s atmosphere. The lights are seen above the magnetic poles of the northern and 
southern hemispheres. They are known as “aurora borealis’ in the North Pole and ‘aurora australis’ in the 
South Pole. Scientists have learned that, in most instances, northern and southern auroras are mirror-like 
images that occur at the same time, with similar shapes and colours.

(3) Auroral displays can also be seen over the southern tip of Greenland and Iceland, the northern coast of 
Norway, and over the coastal waters north of Siberia. Southern auroras are not often seen as they are 
concentrated in a ring around Antarctica and the southern Indian Ocean.

(4) Auroral displays appear in many colours, although pale green and pink are the most common. Common 
sightings of the same in shades of red, yellow, green, blue, and violet have been reported. Variations in 
colour are due to the type of gas particles in the Earth’s atmosphere that is colliding with charged particles 
released from the sun’s atmosphere. The most common auroral colour, a pale yellowish-green, is produced 
by oxygen molecules located about 96 kilometres above the earth. Rare, all-red auroras are produced by 
high – altitude oxygen, at heights of up to 320 kilometres from the Earth’s surface. Nitrogen produces blue 
or purplish-red aurora.

(5) The lights appear in many forms from patches of scattered clouds of light to streamers, arcs, rippling 
curtains or shooting rays that light up the sky with an eerie glow.www.jeebooks.in
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(6) Auroras are classified as diffuse or discrete. Most aurorae occur in a band known as the auroral zone. 
Diffuse aurora is a featureless glow in the sky which may not be visible to the naked eye even on a dark 
night. Discrete aurorae are sharply defined features within the diffuse aurora which vary in brightness from 
being just barely visible to the naked eye to being bright enough to read a newspaper at night. Discrete 
aurorae are usually observed only in the night because they are not as bright as the sunlit sky.

(7) Whereas some people still connect various legends with aurorae, the fact remains that it will continue to 
fascinate people who experience it.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The phrase ‘natures’ theatre’ given in the above passage refers to ___________. 
(a) Coast of Norway   (b) South pole
(c) auroras   (d) aboriginal people

(ii) During medieval times, the occurrences of auroral displays were seen as harbingers of 
(a) Love and peace   (b) tranquility and loveliness
(c) war or famine    (d) prosperity 

(iii) Pick out the option that is correct according to the above passage. 
(a) Inuit community of Alaska believed the lights were the spirit of animals they hunted. 
(b) Aboriginal believed that the lights indicated the location of giants. 
(c) Menominee Indians believed the lights were the spirits of their ancestors.
(d) North Americans believed that the lights were the spirits of fishermen and hunters.

(iv)  Which of the following produces blue or purplish red aurora?
(a) High - attitude oxygen   (b) Earth’s atmosphere
(c) Nitrogen    (d) Low - attitude hydrogen 

(v) According to the passage the lights are seen above the magnetic poles of the ___________ hemispheres.
(a) northern   (b) Southern 
(c) eastern    (d) both (a) and (b)

(vi) Pick out the correct option with reference to the above passage. 
(a) Red auroras  – high - altitude oxygen  (b) North pole – aurora australis
(c) South pole – aurora borealis (d) Hemispheres-Mirror like images 

(vii) What are the most common colours of an auroral display? 
(a) Black and blue    (b) Pink and red 
(c) Pale green and pink   (d) Dark blue and orange

(viii) Pick out the words from the given options that are synonyms of ‘eerie’. 
1. Earthly    2. Ordinary 
3. Bizarre    4. Funny
5. Uncanny   
(a) 1 and 2   (b) 4 and 5
(c) 2 and 4   (d) 3 and 5

(ix) Pick out the option that is not true about auroras as give in the above passage. 
(a) Since very long auroras have fascinated the human race. 
(b) Diffuse aurora can be seen with the naked eyes, in the night. 
(c) The pale yellowish green colour of aurora is produced by oxygen molecules. 
(d) Auroral displays can also be seen in shades of red, yellow, green blue and violet.www.jeebooks.in
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(x) Where else can we see auroral display other than northern and southern hemisphere?
1. Southern tip of Greenland and Iceland  
2. In the north  of Australia 
3. Southern Indian Dean  
4. The Northern coast of Norway
5. Over the coastal waters in the north of Siberia 
(a) Both 2 and 3 (b) 1, 4 and 5 (c) Only 5 (d) 2, 3, and 4

(xi) Find out the word from paragraph 1 which means the same as ‘indigenous’ .
(a) Medieval  (b) Menominee (c) Aboriginal  (d) Ancestor 

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A.  In his hand is a steel canister. “I now work in a tea stall down the road,” he says pointing in the distance.  
“I am paid  800 rupees and all my meals.” Does he like the job? I ask. His face, I see has lost  the carefree 
look. The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic bag he would carry so lightly over his shoulder. 

(i) “I now work in a tea stall down the road.” Who said the above line? 
(a) Saheb (b) Anees (c) Mukesh  (d) An old man 

(ii) Why does the author compare canister with the plastic bag?
(a) Because it was too big and carries 5 ltr. of tea in it. 
(b) Because the canister was made up of iron.
(c) Because the canister is much heavier than plastic bag that carries rags in it. 
(d) Because the plastic bag is much too small than the canister.

(iii) What does the job pay him?
(a) 600 rupees and his school fee (b) 800 rupees and all his meals
(c) 1000 rupees only    (d) 500 rupees and all his personal expanses

(iv) What does the writer observe?
(a) Saheb was enjoying his work.
(b) Saheb was paid a good amount.
(c) Saheb has lost his carefree look because of the burden of the job.
(d) Saheb wanted to leave his job.

B. From the beginning however, I had an aversion to the water when I was in it. This started when I was three 
or four years old and father took me to the beach in California. He and I stood together in the surf. I hung 
on to him, yet the waves  knocked me down and swept over me. I was buried in water. My breath was gone. 
I was frightened. Father laughed but there was terror in my heart at the overpowering force of the waves. 

(i) The horrible incident had taken place at the beach in 
(a) Florida  (b) Washington (c) France (d) California 

(ii) What happened to Douglas that developed a fear of water in him?
(a) He was scolded by his father for not completing his homework.
(b) He was punished by his mother when he went to Yakima river for swimming.
(c) He was knocked down by waves at a beach when he was 3 or 4 years old. 
(d) He failed to win the race in his childhood.

(iii) What does the word ‘aversion’ mean here? 
(a) Liking  (b) Desire  (c) Inclination  (d) Phobia www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) What is name of the chapter from which the above passage has been taken?
(a) The Enemy    (b) The Last Lesson 
(c) Deep Water   (d) The Third Level

C.  But that’s  the reason, he said, and my friends all agreed. Everything points to it, they claimed. My stamp 
collecting, for example; that’s a temporary refuge from reality. Well, maybe, but my grandfather didn’t need 
any refuge from reality; things were pretty nice and peaceful in his day, from all I hear, and he started my 
collection. It’s a nice collection too, blocks of four of practically every U.S. issue, first day covers, and so on, 
president Roosevelt collected stamps too, you know. 

(i) What did the narrator find in his stamp collection?
(a) First - day covers   (b) Old letters
(c) Some of his primary class books  (d) His old toys

(ii) What does the term first day cover imply?
(a) A gift   
(b) A souvenir given by a higher authority 
(c) A present wrapped in a beautiful wrapper  
(d) An envelope bearing a stamp postmarked on their day of issue

(iii) Who is the speaker of the above lines?
(a) Charley  (b) Louisa  (c) Sam (d) William 

(iv) The author’s act of collecting stamps is a significance of 
(a) author’s love for stamps  
(b) author’s hobby of collecting old things
(c) author’s intention to take refuge from reality  
(d) author’s responsibility to carry his grand  fathers’s lineage of stamp - collection 

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Therefore, one every morrow, are we wreathing
 A flowery band to bind us to the earth, 
 Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth
 Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 
 Of all the unhealthy and O’er darkened ways 
 Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all, 
 Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 
 From our dark spirits.

(i) Which poetic device has been used  by the poet in the phrase “wreathing a flowery band”?
(a) Alliteration  (b) Synecdoche (c) Metaphor  (d) Simile

(ii) Give one cause of human suffering.
(a) Lack of noble nature   (b) Lack of money
(c) Selfishness   (d) Communication gap 

(iii) What does the word ‘despondence’ mean?
(a) Gloominess  (b) Happiness (c) Enthusiasm (d) Confidence

(iv) What is name of the poem from which the above stanza has been taken?
(a) A Thing of Beauty   (b) Keeping Quiet
(c) My Mother at Sixty-six  (d) Aunt Jennifer’s Tigerswww.jeebooks.in
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OR

B. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie
 Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 
 The tigers in the panel that she made
 Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

(i) Of whom does Aunt Jennifer terrified with in the third stanza?
 She was terrified of her _______.

(a) husband  (b) teacher (c) mother (d) father

(ii) The ‘ordeals’ that Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by are 
(a) fear of men    
(b) obeying her husband’s orders 
(c) giving into the dominance of her husband and fulfilling his commands
(d) all of these 

(iii) What does the word ‘ringed’ indicate? 
(a) Freedom of choice    (b) Freedom of speech 
(c) Entrapment    (d) Fearlessness

(iv) The poem shows that the speaker hates
(a) freedom   (b) dominating men
(c) animals except for the tiger (d) loves to be enslaved 

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Where does Saheb start to work?
(a) Restaurant (b) Tea stall  (c) shop (d) office

(ii) When does Douglas begin to learn swimming?
(a) At the age of five    (b) At the age of two  
(c) At the age of eleven   (d) At the age of eight 

(iii) What gift did the peddler leave for Edla?
(a) A golden watch   (b) Two silver coins  
(c) Some cards   
(d) A little package containing a rat-trap and thirty kronors 

(iv) How does Jo want the story to end?
1. The mother skunk should hit the wizard. 
2. The wizard should have killed both Roger and mother skunk.
3. The wizard should have hit back the mother skunk with his magic wand.
4. The wizard should have chopped off mother skunk’s arms forcibly. 
(a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 1 and 2

(v) Which of the two things of beauty that add joy to our life?
(a) Heavenly bodies like the sun and moon (b) Daffodils growing on the grass
(c) Clear springs of water   (d) All of these 

(vi) Who is referred to as the ‘unlucky heir’ in the poem An Elementary School Classroom In a Slum’?
(a) Shakespeare    (b) The paper-seeming boy  
(c) The tall girls   (d) The children of the classroomwww.jeebooks.in
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(vii) Why were young trees described as sprinting?
(a) Because they seem to be running past the moving car. 
(b) Because they were very tall. 
(c) Because they seem to be chasing the car.
(d) Because the trees are running after each other. 

(viii) Why did Gandhiji chide the lawyers?
(a) For helping the villagers  
(b) For not taking bribe from them
(c) For charging a huge fee from the sharecroppers 
(d) For not attending the conference

(ix) What was the significance of the bulletin board near the town hall?
1. It is the source of all the good news for the town-people.
2. For villagers, it has been a source of all the bad news likes lost battles, orders passed in Berlin.
3. It has been a source for children to showcase their talent. 
4. It represents the oppression of the Prussian occupiers who have invaded the region of Alsace - Lorraine. 
(a) 2 and 4 (b) 1 and 3 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 1 and 2

(x) Describe the children of the classroom of a slum school.
1. Depressed  2. Contented 3. Ailing 4. Slovenly 
5. Affluent  6. Fortunate
(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 3 and 4 (c) Both 5 and 6 (d) Only 2

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Manisha of 10, Rajaji Nagar, Bangalore. You want a Maths teacher for your son who is a class 10 

student. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words stating your requirements.
OR

B. You are Rahul, Secretary of the Arts Club, Navodaya School, Nagpur. An inter-school cultural competition 
is being conducted in your school on the 25th of November. Put up a notice informing House Captains and 
Badge Holders about a meeting to discuss the arrangements for the programme. Write the notice in not 
more than 50 words.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You have received an invitation to be the chief guest for a skit competition in Sunshine Glory School. Draft 

a small letter in not more than 50 words expressing your inability to accept the invitation due to a prior 
engagement. You are Nitesh/Ragini.

OR
B. You have received an invitation to be the judge for a literary competition in St. Ann’s School. Send a reply 

in not more than 50 words, confirming your acceptance. You are Mohan/Mohini.

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Karuna/Kailash staying at B-101, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi. You find it inspiring that hill stations in 

India, like Ooty implement a strict ban on polythene bags, which helps in preserving the natural beauty of 
the place. Write a letter in about 120-150 words to the Editor of a national daily expressing your views on 
how people in the city can learn from this and be more active in prevention of environment degradation. 
Also, suggest ways to mobilise city dwellers for being eco-friendly. www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. Write a letter the Editor, ‘The Hindu’ about the mosquito menace due to stagnant water in your locality. 

Give suggestions to improve the situation. You are Raman/Renu, living in Rajaji Nagar, Tiruneveli.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Neerja/Nitin, a reporter with ABP News India, posted at Ghaziabad. You are one of the first group 

of reporters who reached the fire accident site in a slum near the Gajraula toll booth where a massive fire 
destroyed the slum entirely. Write a report in about 120-150words for the newspaper giving details of loss 
of life and damage caused. 

OR 
B. Varshini/Varun reads about the terror attacks in the Middle East. She/he decides to write and article for a 

local daily on the disaster caused by terrorism and the need to preserve peace. Write the article in about 
120-150 words. Use the input given.
• Innocent lives lost
• Affects community
• Problem of refugees
• Loss of identity and culture
• Destruction begets more destruction.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) Garbage to them is gold. Why does the author say so about the ragpickers?
(ii) How did Shukla succeed in persuading Gandhiji to visit Champaran?
(iii) Why did Edla plead with her father not to send the vagabond away?
(iv) Which exotic moment is the poet talking about in the poem ‘Keeping Quiet’? Why is it ‘exotic’?
(v) Why are the young trees described as ‘sprinting’?
(vi) What factors made Douglas decide in favour of the YMCA pool?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) On the seventh day after the American soldier was found by Dr. Sadao two things happened. Why did 

Hana feel scared of the second?
(ii) How did the wizard help Roger Skunk?
(iii) Why did Evans not take off his hat when Jackson ordered him to do so?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. How did the peddler betray the confidence reposed in him by the crofter in ‘The Rattrap’?

OR
B. How is aunt Jennifer different from her tigers?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. How was ‘injured’ McLeery able to befool the  prison officers?

OR
B. How did Mr. Lamb’s meeting with Derry become a turning point in Derry’s life?
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1. (i) (b) superstitious beliefs in varying degrees
(ii) (a) uncertainties, dangers of life and threats to 
survival psychologically
(iii) (c) black cats and walking under the ladder is 
bad luck 
(iv) (d) Maharashtra in 2013
(v) (b) people have a definite mind set when it 
comes to superstition and are not ready to change; 
they justify violence to shut others down
(vi) (a) calling Macbeth ‘The Scottish play’
(vii) (a) Cultural or cosmetic habits not meant to 
harm anybody
(viii) (d) All of these 
(ix) (c) Both 1 and 3
(x) (c) Arpita Anand
(xi) (a) Preoccupation

2. (i) (c) auroras 
(ii) (c) war or famine
(iii) (a) Inuit community of Alaska believed the lights 
were the spirit of animals they hunted. 
(iv) (c) Nitrogen 
(v) (d) both (a) and (b)
(vi) (a) Red auroras  – high - altitude oxygen
(vii) (c) Pale green and pink 
(viii) (d) 3 and 5
(ix) (b) Diffuse aurora can be seen with the naked 
eyes, in the night. 
(x) (b) 1, 4 and 5
(xi) (c) Aboriginal

3. A.  (i) (a) Saheb
(ii) (c) Because the canister is much heavier than 
plastic bag that carries rags in it. 
(iii) (b) 800 rupees and all his meals

(iv) (c) Saheb has lost his carefree look because of 
the burden of the job.
B. (i) (d) California 
(ii) (c) He was knocked down by waves at a beach 
when he was 3 or 4 years old. 
(iii) (d) Phobia 
(iv) (c) Deep Water
C.  (i) (a) First - day covers
(ii) (d) An envelope bearing a stamp postmarked on 
their day of issue
(iii) (a) Charley
(iv) (c) author’s intention to take refuge from reality 
4. A. (i) (c) Metaphor
(ii) (a) Lack of noble nature
(iii) (a) Gloominess
(iv) (a) A Thing of Beauty

OR
B. (i) (a) husband
(ii) (d) all of these 
(iii) (c) Entrapment 
(iv) (c) animals except for the tiger

5. (i) (b) Tea stall
(ii) (c) At the age of eleven
(iii) (c) (d) A little package containing a rattrap and 
thirty kronors 
(iv) (c) 3 and 4
(v) (d) All of these 
(vi) (b) The paper-seeming boy  
(vii) (a) Because they seem to be running past the 
moving car. 
(viii) (c) For charging a huge fee from the 
sharecroppers 
(ix) (a) 2 and 4
(x) (b) 1, 3 and 4

SOLUTIONS

6.  A. Required
An enthusiastic maths teacher for my son studying in class-X. He/She should be proficient in the subject 
with at least ten years of teaching experience. He/She should be kind and patient towards children. 
Contact immediately, Manisha Rana, 10, Rajaji Nagar, Bangalore.

OR
B. NAVODAYA SCHOOL, NAGPUR

NOTICE
25th October, 20××
All House Captains and Badge Holders are requested to assemble in the school library on the morning of 
26th October, 20××, to discuss the arrangements for the inter-school cultural competition, to be held in 
our school on 25th November, 20××.
Please be present before 8:00 A.M.
Rahul
(Secretary, Arts Club)
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7.B. 22/4, P.Q. Puri
New Delhi
23 February, 20××
Respected Principal,
Thank you for your thoughtful invitation. I am honoured on being invited to judge the literary competition 
that is to be held at St. Ann’s School.
I accept the invitation and consider it will be pleasure to attend the programme.
Yours sincerely,
Mohini Singh

8.B. Rajaji Nagar
Tiruneveli-21
9 March, 2007 
The Editor
The Hindu
New Delhi-31
Subject: Mosquito Menace in the Locality
Sir,
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned authority 
towards the mosquito menace in our locality. 
I am a resident of Ram Vilas Society, which is situated in one of the poshest localities of Rajaji Nagar. 
However, due to lack of maintenance, the locality has lost its charm. One of the empty plots has, by default, 
become the garbage dumping ground. In addition, the heavy down pour last month let a lot of water get 
accumulated in the ground. The unattended garbage and the stagnant water has resulted in breeding  of 
mosquitoes and other harmful germs. Due to the negligence of the authorities the entire locality is living in 
fear that epidemic may break any time now.
Despite many requests to the officers of the Municipal Corporation, the ground has not been cleared and 
dried off for a very long time. Children and adults are still exposed to multiple diseases because of unhygienic 
conditions within the locality. The situation needs to be checked soon as it is hazardous for everyone’s health. 
I wish that the authorities will pay heed to our urgent requests and take remedial action immediately.
Thank you
Yours sincerely
Renu Gopalan

9. A. Slum Area Destroyed in Massive Fire

 by Nitin Sharma, Staff Reporter ABP News India, 
Ghaziabad

Gajraula 5 March, 20××: On Saturday, life as they 
knew it, turned to ashes for Madhu Vihar slum 
dwellers; a massive fire destroyed it entirely. The slum 
was situated near the Gajraula toll booth.
Witnessing the billowing smoke, panic and wailing of 
victims, many bystanders rushed to help them escape. 
The arrival of fire engines finally brought some respite 
for the helpless slum dwellers.
The police, who arrived at the scene half-an-hour late, 
suspects that the fire was caused due to short circuit. 
Red Cross along with some local NGOs and police 
were able to rescue the victims. At least eighty people 
have died and more than three hundred and fifty have 
received serious burn injuries. They are now admitted 
in the local government hospital. 
Most of the 500 jhuggis, which form the Madhu Vihar 
slum have completely perished in the fire and about 

2000 dwellers have been rendered homeless in this 
tragic incidence.
Relief was provided immediately in the form of clothes, 
food and medical aids so that they may carry on with 
their lives. Free medical service has been provided 
to the wounded. However, basic essentials are still 
required and being accepted. A group of volunteers 
have taken the initiative to look after those admitted 
in the hospitals.

10. (i) The writer says that garbage is gold for the 
ragpickers because for children, garbage is wrapped 
in wonder. They expect to get some coins, notes or 
valuables in it. If fate permits, sometimes, they find a 
rupee or even a ten-rupee note. For adults, garbage is 
a means of livelihood.
(ii) Raj Kumar Shukla showed a great deal of patience 
and perseverance. He accompanied Gandhiji wherever 
the latter went. Gandhiji gave Shukla an appointment 
and asked him to meet the former in Calcutta on a 
specific date and time several months later. When www.jeebooks.in
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to come back once again half an hour later, after the 
crofter had left the house to milk his cow. The peddler 
did not try to enter the house. Instead, he smashed 
the windowpanes, got the pouch, took the money and 
thrust it into his own pockets. Then, the peddler hung 
the leather pouch at its exact place and smartly walked 
away with the money. This is how the peddler betrayed 
the confidence reposed in him by the crofter.

13. A. An ‘injured’ McLeery was able to fool the 
prison officers easily because he was actually Evans 
dressed as parson, pretending to be Rev. McLeery. 
Evans was nicknamed ‘Evans the Break’ because earlier 
he had been able to escape prison thrice already. This 
time, he requested to appear for O-Level German 
Exam. The one who came to invigilate carried pig blood 
in a rubber tube. With the help of fake blood McLeery 
pretended to be bleeding profusely. He pretended 
to cover his ‘bleeding wound’ with a handkerchief. 
This was an opportunity for him to hide his face and 
since he was in so much pain be could not speak. To 
avoid being taken to the hospital, Evans (as McLeery) 
offered to help the officers track ‘Evans’, whom they 
thought had escaped. He even told them that ‘Evans’ 
had gone towards Elsfield Way. The Governor ordered 
McLeery to accompany Carter since he was the only 
one who knew everything that had happened. Thus, 
Evans (as McLeery) managed to leave the premises 
with Detective Superintendent Carter without anyone 
suspecting anything. An unsuspecting Detective 
Superintendent Carter dropped ‘McLeery’ at the 
Radcliffe  hospital. However, when the Governor called 
the hospital, he was told that the injured McLeery had 
escaped. 

OR
B. Derry is a withdrawn and defiant boy. He does 
not like to be around people because they look at his 
face and pass uncharitable remarks. Once, one side 
of his face got burnt by acid, which left a scar on his 
face. This created a complex in his mind. He thinks 
that people are afraid of him. Mr. Lamb is a physically 
challenged man, one of whose leg is made of tin.
Mr. Lamb is a complete contrast to Derry when it 
comes to his attitude and outlook towards life. He 
is an optimist who does not allow trivial  teasing 
and name calling do not bother him. In fact, he 
likes having company. Mr. Lamb is not repulsed by 
Derry’s scarred face. Neither he is angry nor put off 
by the boy’s rudeness. Instead, Mr. Lamb understands 
Derry’s anguish and tries to make him realise that 
being handicapped is not a drawback.
His meeting with Mr. Lamb becomes a turning point 
in Derry’s life because Derry is ready to overcome his 
obstacles and face the world. He finds courage and 
strength to get what he wants.

Gandhiji arrived in Calcutta, he found Shukla 
waiting for him at the station. Such determination 
and perseverance of Shukla impressed Gandhiji, who 
agreed to visit Champaran.
(iii) Edla had a kind and sympathetic heart that was 
pained by the plight of the poor peddler. She pleaded 
with her father not to send him away because first, it 
was Christmas and Edla wanted to keep the spirit of 
Christmas alive and second, she wanted the peddler to 
spend a day of comfort and solace as a respite from his 
visual struggle.
(iv) The poet is talking about the exotic moment 
when everyone will keep quiet and count to twelve. 
There will be no rush, no movement, only stillness and 
self introspections.
The moment would be exotic because  all will be 
together in this moment to create a feeling of mutual 
understanding. 
(v) The poet is in a car on her way to the Cochin 
airport. She looks outside from the moving car and 
feels the young trees seem to be running along with 
them. By describing the young trees as ‘sprinting’ the 
poet wants to show a striking contrast between their 
liveliness and her mother’s fading youth.

11. (i) On the seventh day, after the American 
Soldier was found by Dr. Sadao, two things happened. 
First, all the household servants quit their job and 
second, General’s messenger in official uniform came 
to meet Sadao.
Hana felt scared of the uniformed messenger because 
she thought he had come to arrest Dr. Sadao.
(ii) Roger Skunk had asked the wizard to make him 
smell like roses. The wizard took a magic wand and 
chanted a spell and all of a sudden, the wizard’s whole 
house smelt of roses and so did Roger Skunk. This is 
how the wizard helped Roger Skunk.
(iii) Evans did not take off his hat when Jackson 
ordered him to do so because according to Evans it 
was his lucky charm. However in reality he wanted 
to hide his cropped hair so that he could pass off as 
McLeery. Also, keeping his hat on would hide his plan 
to escape.

12. A. The old crofter was a lonely man without 
wife or a child. He was generous and compassionate 
by nature, always in search of a good company. When 
the peddler came knocking on his door, the crofter 
welcomed him into his house, fed him and shared 
his tobacco. Having found a likable companion in 
the peddler, the crofter opened up to him. Since the 
peddler seemed incredulous, the crofter even showed 
him his possession, the leather pouch containing 
the thirty kronor notes. Next morning, the peddler 
thanked and said goodbye to his kind host and left only 
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Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-8, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) The United States Postal Service (also known as USPS, the Post Office, informally known as the P.O., or the 

U.S. Mail) is the third largest employer in the United States, after the Department of Defense and WalMart. 
It employs over 785,000 workers in over 14,000 U.S. postal facilities.

(2) The Postal Service has certainly grown and changed since 1775 when the first Postmaster General – Benjamin 
Franklin – was named to head the Post Office Department, the forerunner of the current USPS. At that 
time, members of the Second Continental Congress agreed that the Postmaster General headquarters, or 
most important offices, would be stationed in Philadelphia, and that the Postmaster would be paid $1,000 
a year for his or her service.

(3) As the country grew westward, it became necessary for the railroad system to carry the mail. The Railway 
Mail Service (RMS) was initiated in 1862. The RMS workers sorted mail on the train, and became some 
of the fastest workers in the system. They sorted about 600 pieces of mail per hour. All the mail had to be 
sorted before the train reached the first stop, since some of the mail was destined for that first stop on the 
route.

(4) By 1918, the Post Office took over air mail from the U.S. Army. The first airplanes used in U.S. air mail were 
surplus planes from World War I. The Post Office started with only four pilots flying these leftover planes in 
August 1918, but by the end of that year, the Post Office had hired 36 more pilots. By 1920, over 49 million 
air mail letters had been delivered.

(5) The Post Office has used alternate methods of transmission during its history. It owned and operated the 
first telegraph lines from 1884 to 1887 – when the lines were privatized. It utilized “V–Mail” (Victory 
Mail) during World War II when U.S. military mail was put on microfilm in the U.S. and printed near 
its destination, in order to save space on military transport. During the 1980s, Electronic Computer 
Originated Mail, called ECOM, was used for some bulk mailings. Computer generated mail was printed 
near its destination, and bore a blue ECOM logo on its special envelopes.

(6) In 1970, the Postal Reorganization Act, signed by President Richard Nixon, replaced the Post Office 
Department (a Cabinet–level department) with the independent US Postal Service.

 The independent US Postal Service has streamlined its workload and modernized operations. Today’s 
multi–line optical character readers (MLOCRs) can read the entire address on an envelope, print a barcode 
on the envelope, and sort the mail at the rate of nine letters per second. The zip code +4, a four digit code 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-9Subject Code : 301
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added to the end of the existing 5–digit code, has decreased the number of times a piece of mail needs to 
be handled.

(7) Special barcode sorters assign an 11–digit zip code to each address, apply a barcode to each letter, and sort 
the mail in order of delivery.

 The Postal Service has installed automated customer–service equipment in lobbies, and is planning to 
automate even more of its work, including more machines which will process parcels and forwarded mail. 
The price of a first–class stamp - recently approved at 44 cents and good for up to one–ounce domestic 
mail- seems relatively inexpensive compared to its predecessor; the first U.S. postage stamp, issued in 1847. 
The first stamps, adorned with a picture of Benjamin Franklin, sold for 5 cents apiece. They were used for 
letters weighing less than one ounce with a travel distance of less than 300 miles. By way of comparison, 
pay records available for the 1890s indicate that a typical year’s pay for a schoolteacher was around $500, or 
10,000 times the price of a stamp. Stamp prices then seem relatively high when compared to today’s average 
teacher pay, in the $40,000 per–year range, or about 1,000,000 times the price of a postage stamp!

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The second largest employer in the US is
(a) United States Postal Service (b) Department of Defense
(c) Walmart                                                        (d) Dominoes

(ii) The annual salary of a post master was
(a) $2000 (b) $.1000 (c) $100  (d) $10000

(iii) The railway mail service was established in
(a) 1775                (b) 1980                    (c) 1862                 (d) 1884

(iv) How did the RMS become some of the fastest workers in the service?
(a) By inviting people to sort the mail. (b) By sorting the mail on the train before every stop
(c) By using pigeons   (d) By using computers

(v) By the end of the year of 1918 the post office had hired a total number _____ pilots.
(a) 4                    (b) 36                (c) 40               (d) 38

(vi) The Postal Reorganization Act was signed by 
(a) Benjamin Franklin             (b) Richard Nixon
(c) The general of the US army             (d) The cabinet

(vii) “The independent US Postal Service has streamlined its workload” here the phrase streamlined its workload 
means
(a) Taking up more workload (b) Making more workload
(c) Organise its workload to work efficiently (d) To decrease the workload

(viii) The first stamps had a picture of __________ .
(a) U.S. Army  (b) Benjamin Franklin  (c) Richard Nixon  (d) USPS

(ix) The first postage stamp was priced at
(a) 44 cents               (b) 5 cents             (c) 40 cents               (d) 300 cents

(x) Which of the following statement is false?
(a) Department of Defense is the largest employer in the US.
(b) Postal Reorganization Act was signed in 1970.
(c) MLOCRS can sort the mail at the rate of nine letters per second. 
(d) The first U.S. postage stamp, issued in 1849.

(xi) The word average in the last paragraph means:
(a) boring               (b) regular              (c) median               (d) not specialwww.jeebooks.in
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2. Read the passage given below.
(1) The monsoon is such a welcome respite from the scorching summer thanks to the overcast sky, gentle 

rain and lush  greenery all around. Almost all of us love to savour spicy and crunchy food items, such 
as fritters (pakoras) and chaats like panipuri, sevpuri teamed with cutting chai as the rainwater lashes 
against the windowpane. However, the season also brings along a lot of diseases, such as dengue, malaria, 
conjunctivitis, typhoid, viral fever, pneumonia, gastrointestinal disturbances, diarrhea, food poisoning, 
cholera, cough and cold and jaundice due to bacteria in the environment. The challenge lies in going about 
your daily routine without falling ill. If you suffer from low immunity, you are at a higher risk of contracting 
these diseases.

 However, the right dietary tips can strengthen your immunity and help you stay hale and hearty.
(2) Due to the humid climate, you may not feel too thirsty and consume just one litre of water every day. But 

you need to be well hydrated as sweat doesn’t evaporate quickly in monsoon. Consequently, this prevents 
the body from releasing heat. So consume a lot of water as it helps to flush out toxins from the body. Ensure 
that the water is clean, pure and safe to drink. Avoid aerated drinks; instead consume warm beverages, 
such as green tea with holy basil leaves, ginger, pepper and honey as they have anti-bacterial properties. A 
bowl of hot vegetable soup is also a good option. The hot beverages increase your body temperature (which 
will in turn give you warmth) while the ingredients will boost your immunity.

(3) Consume fruits, such as cherries, bananas, apples, pomegranates, plums, litchis and pears as they are 
packed with anti-oxidants and are rich in vitamin A, E, C and minerals. Vegetables, such as cauliflower, 
potatoes, cluster beans, lady’s finger, kidney beans, pigeon pea and sprouted grains get spoilt easily due 
to the humidity. So, they should be avoided. Opt for cooked or steamed veggies. Avoid salads as they 
comprise raw vegetables that contain active bacteria which lead to various infections and affect the body’s 
immunity. Avoid strong smelling or extra sweet fruits, such as mangoes and jackfruit that attract flies 
as their excess intake can cause skin irritation and stomach ache. It’s also important to store vegetables 
the right way during the rains. Do not wash the veggies thoroughly before storing, as the moisture will 
attract pathogenic fungus. These bacteria can spread to other susceptible food items as well, making them 
unhygienic. Instead, pat dry and store separate food items in different containers. Buy them in limited 
portions and use them as soon as possible.

(4) Dehydration makes your hair brittle and scanty. So hydrate yourself. Zinc and iron help to keep your 
tresses healthy and beautiful. Consume nuts, eggs and walnuts to maintain hair strength. Walnuts are rich 
in biotin and vitamin E, which are excellent antioxidants. Proteins are important for hair strength too. So 
add curd to your diet, as it is a great source of protein. Amla juice, oranges and other citrus foods are rich 
in vitamin C. Vitamin C keeps your hair strong as it helps in production of collagen that among other 
things strengthens the hair capillaries (ensuring proper nutrient supply to our hair). Also, ensure that 
you wash your locks on alternate days and cover them well during the monsoon. Dried apricots, roasted 
sunflower seeds and lentils are better foods to consume during monsoon than other iron-rich foods which 
are susceptible to microbial attack. Do not forget to eat yummy corn on cob as corn is also rich in iron and 
zinc.

(5) So, the secret to enjoy the rains, without the fear of affecting your health is to go light on eating. Have a safe 
and healthy monsoon.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Which of these diseases are not brought with the onset of monsoon?
(a) Typhoid              (b) Conjunctivitis              (c) Dengue        (d) Tuberculosis

(ii) You are prone to get the diseases brought by seasonal change if
(a) you oversleep                                  (b) you suffer from low immunity
(c) you are exercising regularly             (d) you suffer from weak eye sightwww.jeebooks.in
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(iii) Drinking water helps in
(a) keeping the body hydrated (b) flushing toxins out of the body
(c) building strong bones  (d) Both (a) and (b)

(iv) Raw vegetables should be avoided because:
(a) they contain active bacteria which lead to various infections
(b) they are hard to chew
(c) they attract a lot of flies
(d) they are poisonous

(v) The correct way to store veggies is to :
(a) wash them properly before storing
(b) buy them in bulks
(c) pat them dry, store separate items in different food containers
(d) soak them in water

(vi) The effects of dehydration on hair is that it :
(a) makes it brittle and thin (b) makes it smooth 
(c) makes it luscious soft  (d) makes it stink

(vii) Foods to be consumed for healthy strong hair is
(a) sweets         (b) eggs and walnuts           (c) bread            (d) rice

(viii) Which vitamin helps in the production of collagen?
(a) Vitamin A             (b) Vitamin B              (c) Vitamin C            (d) Vitamin D

(ix) Choose an appropriate heading for the given passage.
(a) How to store your food during the rainy season 
(b) Beat the monsoon woes by eating right
(c) Monsoon sickness   
(d) Hair fall Remedy

(x) Which of these statements is false?
(a) Warm beverages like soup is healthier option than aerated drinks.
(b) Vegetables such as cauliflower, bean sprouts, ladies finger are more likely to get spoilt.
(c) Amla juice, oranges and other citrus foods are rich in vitamin D.
(d) Iron and Zinc helps in keeping our hair healthy.

(xi) Synonym of scorching is
(a) breaking              (b) sweltering             (c) poaching          (d) fluctuating

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. My last French lesson ! Why, I hardly knew how to write ! I should never learn any more ! I must stop there, 
then! Oh, how sorry I was for not learning my lessons, for seeking birds’ eggs, or going sliding on the Saar! 
My books, that had seemed such a nuisance while ago, so heavy to carry, my grammar and my history of 
the saints, were old friends now that I couldn’t give up. And M. Hamel, too; the idea that he was going away, 
that I should never see him again, made me forget all about his ruler and how cranky he was.

(i) Who is regretting for not learning the French language properly?
(a) M Hamel (b) Franz                   (c) The Germans            (d) The villagerswww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Why was M Hamel going away?
(a) Because he got a promotion.
(b) Because he is old and retiring.
(c) Because teaching of French language was going to be banned from schools.
(d) Because he was transferred to another school.

(iii) “About his ruler and how cranky he was.” Means M Hamel was a/an ______ teacher.
(a) funny            (b) lenient                (c) strict                  (d) evil

(iv) Which word in the passage means “burden”? 
(a) Lessons           (b) History                        (c) Nuisance                (d) Cranky

B. You look at me...and then you see my face and you think. ‘That’s bad. That’s a terrible thing. That’s the 
ugliest thing I ever saw.’ You think, ‘Poor boy.’ But I’m not. Not poor. Underneath, you are afraid. Anybody 
would be. I am. When I look in the mirror, and see it, I’m afraid of me...

(i) Who said these lines? 
(a) Mr Lamb            (b) Derek             (c) Derek’s mother          (d) Stranger

(ii) People called Derek “poor boy” because 
(a) They were angry at him (b) They were genuinely concerned for him
(c) They felt pity for him   (d) They thought the boy needed money

(iii) What did he mean by the terrible thing? 
(a) Mr lamb’s legs   (b) Derek’s scar  on his face
(c) Derek’s personality          (d) Mr Lamb’s personality

(iv) Who is afraid of whom according to Derek?
(a) Mr Lamb is afraid of Derek (b) Derek is afraid of Mr lamb
(c) Everyone is afraid of Derek (d) His mother is afraid of Derek

C. It seemed a long way down. Those nine feet were more like ninety, and before I touched bottom my lungs 
were ready to burst. But when my feet hit bottom I summoned all my strength and made what I thought 
was a great spring upwards. I imagined I would bob to the surface like a cork. Instead, I came up slowly. 
I opened my eyes and saw nothing but water – water that had a dirty yellow tinge to it. I grew panicky. I 
reached up as if to grab a rope and my hands clutched only at water. I was suffocating. I tried to yell but no 
sound came out. Then my eyes and nose came out of the water but not my mouth.

(i) “Nine feet were more than ninety,” to the narrator because
(a) he felt lost in the water
(b) he enjoyed the feeling of sinking in the water
(c) he was struggling against the water to stay afloat and he was drowning despite his efforts
(d) he felt he could go deeper than he already was

(ii) What did the narrator first do when he reached to the bottom of the pool?
(a) He opened his eyes in the water.
(b) He tried to breathe under water.
(c) He tried to scream for help.
(d) He summoned all his strength and tried to make what a great spring upwards.

(iii) Which line/phrase says the narrator couldn’t breathe?
(a) I grew panicky.   (b) I was suffocating. 
(c) I tried to yell but no sound came out. (d) I came up slowly.

(iv) How did the water look to the narrator at the bottom of the pool?
(a) The water had a yellow tinge. (b) The water looked vast.
(c) the water looked grey and dark. (d) The water looked like a rope.www.jeebooks.in
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4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. I looked again at her, wan, pale
as a late winter’s moon and felt that old
familiar ache, my childhood’s fear, ……………

(i) Who is ‘her” in the poem?
(a) Her is the childhood of the poem (b) ‘Her’ refers to the mother.
(c) Her means the poet herself (d) None of these

(ii) Why did the poet look at ‘her’ again?
(a) Because she hadn’t seen her mother for a long time.
(b) Because they were saying goodbye.
(c) Because she was worried about her aging mother and was afraid of losing her.
(d) Because she was not able to recognise her mother’s face.

(iii) What was the poet’s childhood fear?
(a) Losing her mother.  (b) Losing her youth  
(c) Running into monsters (d) Losing her home

(iv) The main highlight of the given lines is about
(a) The poet’s mother is old, weak and possibly ill (b) The poet’s childhood memories
(c) The poet’s fear of losing her youth (d) The poet’s guilt of not being with her mother

B. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie.
Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.
The tigers in the panel that she made
Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.

(i) Why are Aunt Jennifer’s hands terrified?
(a) Due to the ordeals and hardships she has had to face being in a patriarchal society
(b) Due to old age her hands were shaking
(c) Due to the terror she spread while alive
(d) Due to her own insecurities 

(ii) Why did she make the tigers?
(a) She wanted the tiger’s design in the embroidery
(b) She has created tigers which are symbols of confidence and fearlessness because she wants to be like 

them.
(c) Because tigers will take care of the bad people
(d) Because tigers were lucky for Aunt Jennifer

(iii) How is the tiger that Aunt Jennifer created?
(a) Quiet and timid             (b) Bright and sweet
(c) proud and unafraid               (d) Ugly and evil

(iv) “ringed with ordeals” signifies
(a) The ring on her hands  (b) The burden of marriage and patriarchy
(c) Aunt Jennifer’s happy life (d) The tiger

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Douglas had his first trauma of water when he was 
(a) at the YMCA pool                     (b) at the beach with his father
(c) at Lake Wentworth                           (d) diving off a cliff www.jeebooks.in
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(ii) John Keats believed that a thing of beauty
(a) was meaningless              (b) gives you false pleasure
(c) gives you eternal joy               (d) doesn’t last forever.

(iii) Saheb was happier picking rags for a living than
(a) going to school                   (b) working as a bangle maker
(c) working at a tea stall              (d) studying at school

(iv) Sadao couple put _______ before patriotism 
(a) greed (b) fear            (c) humanity (d) work

(v) Stephen Spender wanted the children in the slum 
(a) to get a decent education and escape from their dreary lives
(b) to give up on their miserable existence
(c) for people to come forward and adopt these slum children
(d) for the children to hate their parents

(vi) When Aunt Jennifer embroidered the Tiger, it  was supposed to be a symbol of _________ 
(a) loss (b) love                 (c) courage               (d) weakness

(vii) Two adjectives that can be best associated with Evans is
(a) petty and competitive                   (b) bold and daring
(c) shrewd and meticulous                 (d) impulsive and ambitious

(viii) Pablo Neruda in Keeping Quiet is mainly asking the world
(a) to observe total inactivity                      
(b) to leave their jobs and start mediation
(c) to suspend useless activities that bring harm to the world             
(d) to abandon all ambition

(ix) For Jo the fact that Roger Skunk was made to smell like a skunk again felt like a 
(a) good ending (b) wrong ending (c) touching ending (d) wise ending.

(x) The peddler was mostly influenced by _________ to mend his ways.
(a) Elda               (b) Elda’s father                  (c) the crofter          (d)  ironsmith

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. Your grandfather with amnesia aged 75 has been missing for the last three days. Draft an advertisement 

in not more than 50 words for the Missing Persons column of a local newspaper. You are Shree. Contact 
number 98XXXXXX. 

OR
B. The school magazine ‘RAMBLINGS’ will be published in the first week of December. Students are requested 

to contribute articles, poems, riddles, short stories, funny anecdotes, cartoons etc to the undersigned by 10th 
September. Write a notice for school notice board in 50 words.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. On 30th November your school is going to hold its annual sports day. You want Mr. Napoleon Singh a noted 

football player to give away the prizes to the budding sportspersons of the school. Write a formal invitation 
in about 50 words requesting him to grace the occasion. You are Karuna/Karan, Sports Secretary, Sunrise 
Global School, Agra. 

www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. You have received an invitation to be the judge for a debate competition in St. Ann’s School. Send a reply in 

not more than 50 words, confirming your acceptance. 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are  Mandeep/Manya, a resident of Flat No. - 97, Good Faith Apartments, M.G. Road, Pune. You placed 

an order for the supply of several books a month ago. You finally received the books a month late and you 
found that the books sent weren’t the ones you ordered. Write a letter in 120-150 words to the manager of 
Sai Book Store, Delhi, returning the sent books and cancelling the order. Ask for refund of the amount you 
paid in advance at the time you placed the order and also the cost you had to bear in order to return the 
package.

OR
B. You are Roy of 2/A, Barakhamba  Road, New Delhi. Write a letter to the Police commissioner (traffic) about 

inadequate parking facility in the nearby area of New Delhi.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Your school recently joined a campaign for water conservation. Write a report on the event.

OR
B. Write an article on the value and  appreciation of art and how it enriches our lives. You are Rajiv/Rani.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i)   Why can’t the bangle makers organise themselves into a co-operative?
(ii) Why did the author go to Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire?
(iii) What does Stephen Spender want for the children of the school in a slum ?
(iv) How can ‘mighty dead’ be things of beauty?
(v) Why did the villagers come to attend the class of M. Hamel?
(vi) What was Kamala Das’ childhood fear ?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) What doubts did Edla have about the peddler?
(ii) Why did Charley rush back from the third level?
(iii) How did Dr Sadao take bullet out of the body of the American soldier?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Why according to Gandhi the amount of refund didn’t matter as much as the act of getting the refund?

OR
B. How did the instructor make Douglas a good swimmer?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. What efforts does Mr Lamb make to strike up a friendship with Derry, the small boy, who enters his garden ?

OR
B. How far was Stephens helpful for Evans’ escape?
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1. (i) (c) Walmart
(ii) (b) $.1000
(iii) (c) 1862
(iv) (b) By sorting the mail on the train before every stop
(v) (c) 40
(vi) (b) Richard Nixon
(vii) (c) Organise its workload to work efficiently
(viii) (b) Benjamin Franklin
(ix) (a) 44 cents
(x) (d) The first U.S. postage stamp, issued in 1849.
(ix) (c) median

2. (i) (d) tuberculosis
(ii) (b) you suffer from low immunity
(iii) (d) Both (a) and (b)
(iv) (a) they contain active bacteria which lead to 
various infections
(v) (c) pat them dry, store separate items in different 
food containers
(vi) (a) makes it brittle and thin
(vii) (b) eggs and walnuts
(viii) (c) Vitamin C
(ix) (c) Monsoon sickness   
(x) (c) Amla juice, oranges and other citrus foods 
are rich in vitamin D.
(xi) (b) sweltering

3. A. (i) (b) Franz
(ii) (c) Because teaching of French language was 
going to be banned from schools.
(iii) (c) strict
(iv) (c) Nuisance

OR
B. (i) (b) Derek
(ii) (c) They felt pity for him

(iii) (b) Derek’s scar  on his face
(iv) (c) Everyone is afraid of Derek
C. (i) (c) he was struggling against the water to 
stay afloat and he was drowning despite his efforts
(ii) (d) He summoned all his strength and tried to 
make what a great spring upwards.
(iii) (b) I was suffocating. 
(iv) (a) The water had a yellow tinge.

4. A. (i) (b) ‘Her’ refers to the mother.
(ii) (c) Because she was worried about her aging 
mother and was afraid of losing her.
(iii) (a) Losing her mother.
(iv) (a) The poet’s mother is old, weak and possibly ill
B. (i) (a) Due to the ordeals and hardships she has 
had to face being in a patriarchal society
(ii) (b) She has created tigers which are symbols of 
confidence and fearlessness because she wants to be 
like them.
(iii) (c) Proud and unafraid
(iv) (b) The burden of marriage and patriarchy

5. (i) (b) at the beach with his father
(ii) (c) gives you eternal joy
(iii) (c) working at a tea stall
(iv) (c) humanity
(v) (a) to get a decent education and escape from 
their dreary lives
(vi) (c) courage
(vii) (c) shrewd and meticulous
(viii) (c) to suspend useless activities that bring harm 
to the world
(ix) (b) wrong ending
(x) (a) Elda

SOLUTIONS

6.A. Missing Person
General Public is hereby informed about the missing of a 75-year-old man from Jagni Park in Giraj 
Nagar three days ago. The man has amnesia and might not remember his name, he is known by the name 
Kailash, is fair complexioned and was wearing a grey shirt and blue pants. Anyone knowing anything 
about his whereabouts please contact: Shree, contact no. 98xxxxxxx A cash prize to anyone who brings 
him home is promised.

7.A. Sunrise Global School takes pleasure in inviting
Noted Football Player

MR. NAPOLEAN SINGH
to grace the occasion of its

Annual Sports Day, and to give away prizes to our budding sportspersons.
on 30th November, 20xx
From 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Awaiting a favourable response from your end.
Karuna
Sports Secretawww.jeebooks.in
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In today’s world art can be consumed in varied formats 
like films, music, painting, sculpture etc, art has the 
flexibility to educate and awaken the conscious of 
people while entertaining its audience/spectator. 
Art may not cure diseases and drive away poverty but 
it plays a big role in evoking empathy and care towards 
the world. After all what’s knowledge without soul, just 
logic without purpose and art provides the soul of our 
collective understanding.

10. (i) The bangle makers can’t organise themselves 
into co-operative because they have fallen into a 
vicious circle of middlemen who had trapped their 
fathers and forefathers. If they get organised, they are 
beaten and dragged to jail for doing something wrong.
(ii) The author had learnt swimming from a very 
capable instructor. But the author wanted to conquer 
‘his fear of water’ completely. Therefore, he went to 
Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire. He swam across 
the lake. Only once did his old fear of water return. 
However he brushed this thought of fear aside and 
swam across the lake.

9. B. Importance of Art 
 by Rani
Art has existed for many years in our society. We have 
seen paintings in caves and rocks. However, many of 
us don’t take art very seriously. We think it’s something 
anyone can do. But art needs lots of creativity and is 
very important for our society. It’s a part of what makes 
us human – a form of expression. When children are 
young, they draw to express themselves. They try to 
draw something creative that reflects their thought 
process.
Art is also a remarkable mode of depicting culture 
from all over the world. Just like the paintings made 
in caves and rocks by the ancient people, it gives us an 
idea about their culture and a form of preserving it. It 
reflects a society’s beliefs, cultural values, etc.
Art is powerful because it can potentially influence 
our culture, politics, and even the economy. When we 
see a powerful work of art, we feel moved, connected 
to a wider understanding of human experience. It calls 
to the emotional response and make people access to 
higher, deeper ways of thinking and perception.

8. 48, Court Road
Trichur
21st March, 20××
The Editor
The Daily Mirror
M.G. Road, 
Kerala-19
Sir/Madam,
Subject: Suggestions to Make Tourist Spots Appealing
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to draw the attention of the concerned 
authority as well as the general public towards lack of maintenance of tourist spots.
My recent experience at a popular tourist spot close to where I live has left me extremely disappointed 
and I couldn’t help but wonder at the way the place was being maintained.
I was saddened to see the place littered with garbage, empty bottles and wrappers of eatables, entry ticket 
etc. but no one to clean it.
This is the result of the callous attitude of the people visiting the tourists spots and  their complete 
disregard for the rules laid down by the authorities. In addition to that caretakers fail to take proper 
care of the place, which leads to its gradual ruination. Tourist spots, lying in utter neglect are an eye sore 
and create a negative impression on tourists. It also puts our country in bad light further leading to its 
negative publicity. The authorities should take strict action against those caught littering, breaking the 
rules or causing any kind of damage to the tourist spots. Residents living in the surrounding areas, with 
the help of volunteers, should start cleanliness drives and also encourage others to take the initiative.
I hope, I have been able to highlight the problem in this letter and that the suggested solutions will help 
bring about some positive changes.
Thank you
Yours sincerely
Maya Swamy
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(iii) The poet wants that the children should be shown 
green fields; they should be allowed to live a free and 
carefree life. Without any worry, they can concentrate 
well on their studies. The poet says only those people 
create history who are carefree.
(iv) The ‘mighty dead’ refers to our forefathers. 
The glorious tales of our valor fill us with a sense of 
pride and are also things of beauty as they fill us with 
pleasure and motivation. Their death though tragic 
continues to inspire us through their brave sacrifice.
(v) M. Hamel was taking the class of last French 
lesson. That is why elders of the village were sitting 
in the classroom to attend it. It was done not only to 
pay respect to M.Hamel but to pay respect to his own 
language.

11. (i) As Edla lifted the peddler’s hat, he jumped 
up abruptly and seemed to be quite frightened. Even 
her kind looks, disclosure of her name and purpose 
of visit failed to calm him. From his fear, she thought 
that either he had stolen something or he had escaped 
from jail.
(ii) When Charley took out the modem currency to 
pay for the two tickets to Galesburg, the ticket clerk 
accused him of trying to cheat him. He threatened 
to hand Charley over to the police. Charley was 
frightened and he decided to rush back from the third 
level, lest he was arrested and put into prison. 

12. A. Gandhi fought the case on behalf of the 
sharecroppers and the evidence that he collected was so 
overwhelming that the landlords were asked to repay. 
When Gandhi asked for 50% repayment, the landlords 

offered to pay only 25% as they wanted to create a 
deadlock and thus prolong the dispute. Gandhi agreed 
to a refund of 25%. According to him the amount of 
refund had very little impact as compared to the idea 
of the British govt and the landlords giving in to the 
rightful demands of the farmers. What mattered was 
that these people in power and position after years 
of exploiting the helpless farmers were obliged to 
surrender a part of their money and with it, part of 
their prestige. The peasants understood their rights and 
how  people were there to support them in upholding 
their rights. They learned courage. Gradually, indigo 
sharecropping disappeared from the area and the land 
came back to the poor peasants.

13. A. Mr Lamb is quite gentle, accommodating and 
protective. He asks Derry to mind the apples as he 
might trip. Instead of feeling angry over the way of his 
entry, he points out that the gate is always open and 
he is welcome. His cordial manner and conciliatory 
tone touch the inner most chords of a defiant boy like 
Derry who does not want to mix up with others. On 
learning about his burnt face, he does not react like 
others. Instead of exhibiting fear and revulsion, he 
shows understanding and affection. He admits that he 
is the same as the boy. If the boy has a burnt face, he 
has got a tin leg. Gradually, he tries to win over the 
confidence of Derry by reminding him of Beauty and 
the Beast. He then tells him the story of a man who 
feared everything and shut himself in a room. His 
positive attitude towards life inspires the boy to talk to 
him like a friend.
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Q. No. Section Chapter / Topic
Marks Per  
Question

Marks  
Obtained

1

Re
ad

in
g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Last Lesson
On the Face of It
Deep Water

8

4
My Mother at Sixty Six
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

4

5

Deep Water
A Things of Beauty
Lost Spring
The Enemy
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Evans Tries an O Level
Keeping Quiet
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
The Rattrap

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Report 
Article 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

Lost Spring
Deep Water
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
A Things of Beauty
The Last Lesson
My Mother at Sixty Six

10

11
The Rattrap
The Third Level
The Enemy

4

12
Indigo
Deep Water 5

13
On the Face of It
Evans Tries an O Level 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-9, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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S
Q
P

BLUE PRINT

SQP 10

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) The first written public examinations were introduced over 2,000 years ago with the establishment of the 

imperial examination system in 606 AD in China. By the middle of the 19th century, competitive examinations 
had been introduced in Britain and India to select government officials. Public examination in schools have 
a shorter; but still considerable, history.

(2) At present, the examination system in India is characterised by heterogeneity. They differ in their vintage, 
organisational design, financial stability, autonomy, organisational culture and credibility. For instance, the 
National Institute of Open Schooling is unique in conducting exams through the distance mode; the Indian 
School Certificate Examination confines itself to only private schools; and the West Bengal Board of Madrasa 
Education is for Islamic educational institutions only. In a situation where public funds are involved, the 
equity, efficiency and transparency of this expenditure need to be assessed to ensure that the taxpayers’ 
money is being spent with due care and concern. The Amrik Singh report (1997) on reorganising boards 
wondered, Can there also be a system whereby it becomes possible to grade and categorise the boards in 
respect of how efficiently and honestly examination are organised?

(3) To do so, a set of parameters were chosen to measure effectiveness, transparency and economic efficiency of 
the functioning of these organisations. These include indicators like cost incurred per student, fee charged 
per student, number of examinees per employee and number of affiliated schools per employee. An analysis 
was made of the boards chosen on the basis of these parameters. The functioning of a total of 20 boards was 
analysed in terms of 18 performance indicators in 2005.

(4) The data collected from the states shows that most boards have an operating surplus. However, the boards 
seem to be more sensitive to the needs of the disabled. All of them have some special provisions for such 
candidates. While these provisions vary widely in scope, most provide for a longer duration of examination, 
concessions in the examination of languages. The CBSE, along with the Maharashtra board, seem to fare the 
best.

(5) Another important measure of effectiveness of the functioning of the boards is the time taken for declaration 
of examination results. It was found that this ranged from a mere 26 days in the case of Karnataka Secondary 
Education Examination Board in 2005 to 48 days for class X in neighbouring Maharashtra. The Supreme Court 
has recently issued directions that results should be declared within 45 days from the end of examinations. 
In 2005,10 of the 20 boards, which provided this information, could not declare results within 45 days.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-10Subject Code : 301

www.jeebooks.in



English Core 127

(6) The reason for such a wide variation in performance in such a vital parameter was the processes utilised. 
Boards, which have adopted a centralised system of assessment in comparison to the earlier system of 
sending answer sheets to examiners, have an obvious edge. Similarly many boards have outsourced the 
work of compilation of results faster and used technology extensively. These boards are also able to declare 
results.

 In addition, agencies, which have consciously designed question papers with a high proportion of multiple 
choice responses, do not need much time for evaluation. In fact, the Karnataka board has 60 percent of all 
the questions as objective type.

(7) The quality of assessments is measured by the reliability of results. Even minor errors serve to destroy 
confidence in exams. Considerable variation was found between boards on this measure. The criteria was 
the number of application made of scrutiny of marks after results had been declared, and the number of 
corrections made subsequently by the board. Of the 18 boards for which such figures were available, over 40 
percent had more than 10 percent such corrections. The council for the Indian School Certificate examinations 
reported the lowest number; the highest number of mistakes found in the results declared was by the Bihar 
Intermediate Education Council at a shocking 60.36 percent. Surprisingly, the Bihar School examination 
Board fared much better. It would be interesting to explore the reasons for such a vast difference between 
the functioning of two similar organisation in the same state.

(8) A similar discrepancy was noticed in Assam where the Higher Secondary Education Council reported an 
error level of 19.14 per cent errors. The third such case was in West Bengal where the West Bengal Board of 
Madrasa Education had an error rate of 8.81 per cent while the West Bengal Board of secondary Education 
reported a much higher rate of corrections made in the results declared of only 24-92 percent.

(9) The Karnataka Secondary Education Examination Board exhibited interest in results. It has the lowest cost 
per examinee and also manages to declare results the fastest.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The first examination system was introduced ________ years ago.
(a) 2000 (b) over 2000 (c) 606 (d) 19th century

(ii) The unique feature about National Institute of Open Schooling exams is:
(a) exams done once a year              (b) exams are conducted  in long distance mode
(c) exams conducted for muslim students only (d) exams confined for school level only

(iii) West Bengal Board of Madrasa Education is for ________ only.
(a) students              (b) Islamic educational institution
(c) examinations           (d) history

(iv) There are ________ performance indicators.
(a) 20  (b) 26  (c) 18  (d) 48

(v) Which board came out on top in providing special provisions for disabled candidates?
(a) CBSE             (b) Maharashtra               (c) Karnataka         (d) both (a) and (b)

(vi) As per the supreme court’s order the exam result should be declared within ________ days.
(a) 26            (b) 18         (c) 45               (d) 60

(vii) Boards which declare results earlier have an edge over the other boards by 
(a) Outsourcing the work of compilation of results with use of technology
(b) Designing question papers with a high proportion of multiple choice responses
(c) Hiring new staff to evaluate answer sheets
(d) both (a) and (b)www.jeebooks.in
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(viii) The quality of assessments is measured by _________ .
(a) reliability of results                   (b) declaration of results
(c) compilation of questions           (d) objective questions

(ix) The board with the highest number of percentage of corrections on declared results is
(a) Assam Higher Secondary Education Council
(b) Bihar School examination Board
(c) Bihar Intermediate Education Council
(d) West Bengal Board of Madrasa Education 

(x) Which of the following statement is false?
(a) West Bengal Board of Madrasa Education had an error rate of 8.81.
(b) The functioning of a total of 20 boards was analysed in terms of 18 performance indicators in 2005.
(c) Karnataka Secondary Education Examination Board took 48 days to declare exam results in 2005.
(d) The council for the Indian School Certificate examinations reported the lowest number of corrections.

(xi) Synonym for scrutiny is
(a) productive (b) measure              (c) probe              (d) error

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) It is rare to find someone with a good technical and communication skills. You can get far ahead of your 

colleagues if you combine the two early in your career. People will judge, evaluate, promote or block 
you based on your communication skills. Since habits form by repeating both good and bad forms of 
communication, learn to observe great communicators and adopt their styles and traits – in written and 
verbal forms. The art of listening and learning from each and every interaction, is another secret recipe. 
Develop the subconscious habit of listening to yourself as you speak and know when to pause.

(2) Learning what not to say is probably more important than learning what to say. As your career develops, 
you will realise that the wise speak less. Speak when you have value to add, else refrain. Poorly constructed 
e-mails with grammatical errors are acceptable between friends, but they should be seriously avoided while 
communicating formally with your seniors. Avoid any communication in an emotional state when you 
might say things you will regret later. One unnecessary word uttered at the wrong time or place can ruin 
a relationship, career or even your life. Such is the power of words. If such a thing happens, you should 
immediately apologise, else it may haunt you for life.

(3) Another problem to overcome is speaking too fast. Since our minds are working faster than our speech, we 
are inclined to speak fast. This does not necessarily mean that the person hearing it will get it any faster. On 
the contrary, it is always the reverse. So slow down, think before you speak. “When I get ready to speak to 
people,” Abraham Lincoln said, “I spend two-thirds of the time thinking what they want to hear and one-
third thinking what I want to say.” Adding humour and wit is also essential. But realize that not all jokes 
are funny and observe certain boundaries. Never say anything that could offend. Remember you are not a 
comedian who must offend as many people as you can to be witty.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) What are the two skills that will help one get ahead in their career?

(a) good artistic and communication skills (b) good culinary and communication skills
(c) good technical and communication skills (d) good driving and technical skills

(ii) Why is it necessary to have good communications skills?
(a) Because you will be judged, favoured or rejected according to your communication skill
(b) Because communication skills helps in scoring good grades at school
(c) Because communication skills can be acquired by money
(d) Because communication skills help in being a psychiatristwww.jeebooks.in
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(iii) What should one remember about speaking?
(a) The wise speaks less  (b) The fool speak less
(c) The happy speaks much more (d) The dumb fear to speak

(iv) If  a wrong word is uttered in the heat of the moment what advice does the author give?
(a) To avoid talking about the matter (b) To apologise immediately
(c) To create more tension  (d) To regret it for the rest their life

(v) We are inclined to speak fast because
(a) we don’t think before speaking (b) our mind is not needed for speaking
(c) our minds work faster than our speech (d) speech come easily to us

(vi) “On the contrary, it is always the reverse.” Meaning:
(a) When someone speaks fast its easier for people to understand it
(b) When someone speaks fast its difficult for people to understand it
(c) When someone speaks slowly people find it hard to follow
(d) When someone speaks fast listeners like it

(vii) The correct way to add humour and wit to one’s speech is by:
(a) throwing jokes every sentence
(b) observing boundaries and trying not to offend people
(c) not adding any jokes
(d) by saying rude things

(viii) Choose an appropriate title for the given passage.
(a) How to make a good speech (b) The way to listen to a conversation
(c) The art of good communication skills (d) How to speak and how much to speak

(ix) Which of the following statements is false?
(a) Learning what not to say is probably more important than learning what to say.
(b) Adding humour and wit is also essential while giving a speech.
(c) Poorly constructed e-mails with grammatical errors are acceptable while communicating with people 

at work.
(d) Communication in an emotional state should be avoided.

(x) Synonym of evaluate is
(a) Manipulate (b) Compromise (c) Assess (d) Eviscerate

(xi) Antonym of observe is
(a) study             (b) disregard             (c) capture            (d) reserve

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. The stranger must have seemed incredulous, for the old man got up and went to the window, took down a 
leather pouch which hung on a nail in the very window frame, and picked out three wrinkled ten-kronor 
bills.

(i) What seemed incredulous for the stranger?
(a) That the old man had a leather pouch.
(b) That a cow could earn the old man so much money.
(c) that the old man invited him to his place.
(d) that there was no cow in the house.www.jeebooks.in
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(ii) How much money did the old man has?
(a) 10 kronor (b) 30 kronor (c) 20 kronor (d) 40 kronor

(iii) What happened to the leather pouch after that?
(a) the leather pouch was lost
(b) the stranger stole the leather pouch
(c) the old man gave the leather pouch to the stranger
(d) the leather pouch was donated by the old man 

(iv) Name one word in the sentence that implies being skeptical.
(a) Stranger           (b) Seemed            (c) Incredulous           (d) Wrinkled

B. Under an ancient arrangement, the Champaran peasants were sharecroppers. Rajkumar Shukla was one of 
them. He was illiterate but resolute. He has come to the Congress session to complain about the injustice of 
the landlord system in Bihar, and somebody had probably said, “Speak to Gandhi.”

(i) Who was Rajkumar Shukla ?
(a) The lawyer
(b) The congress spokesperson
(c) An illiterate but resolute farmer from Champaran
(d) Gandhi’s personal assistant

(ii) Rajkumar Shukla’s purpose for coming to Congress session was
(a) To seek help for the peasants of Champaran 
(b) To serve legal notice to Gandhi
(c) To complain about the injustice of the landlord system in Bihar
(d) To rejoin Congress

(iii) What was Rajkumar Shukla given as a solution to his problem
(a) He was asked to return to his village (b) He was asked who he wanted to meet
(c) He was advised to speak to Gandhi (d) He was advised to forget about his situation

(iv) Which word means determined ?
(a) Ancient (b) Illiterate (c) Complain (d) Resolute

C. “Won’t he see the owl?” she asked in a high and faintly roughened voice. Sitting on the bed beside her, Jack 
felt the covers tug as her legs switched tensely. He was pleased with this moment —

(i) Who was the owl?
(a) The owl was the one who Roger Skunk went to for advise.
(b) The owl was the one who changed Roger Skunk’s smell.
(c) The owl was the one who the Wizard recommended to Roger Skunk.
(d) Roger Skunk’s school friend.

(ii) Who is the “he” here?
(a) Owl (b) Roger Skunk (c) Jo (d) Jo’s father

(iii) He was pleased because:
(a) Jo was annoyed by the story.
(b) He didn’t answer Jo’s question.
(c) Jo was invested in the story and he could convey a message through it.
(d) He wanted to end the story fast.

(iv) Which word means anxiously ?
(a) Faintly (b) Tensely (c) Tug (d) Highwww.jeebooks.in
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4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways
Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all,
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
From our dark spirits. Such the sun, the moon,

(i) What does the poet mean by unhealthy and over darkened ways?
(a) Wild ways of nature
(b) Vile and corrupt ways human have adopted in search of false comfort
(c) The author’s inner self
(d) The sad wandering souls

(ii) Is the poet hopeful despite the sadness surrounding life? Which lines/phrase confirms it?
(a) Over darkened ways  (b) In spite of all
(c) Moves away   (d) Such the sun, the moon

(iii) What removes the pall from our dark spirits?
(a) Unhealthy and darkened ways of the soul (b) Searching for the dark path
(c) Shape of beauty like the sun, the moon (d) Greed for things in life

(iv) What does pall mean, what other words the poets use to give similar expression?
(a) Over darkened ways  (b) Dark spirits
(c) Shape of beauty   (d) Both (a) and (b)

B. On their slag heap, these children 
Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel
With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones.
All of their time and space are foggy slum.
So blot their maps with slums as big as doom.

(i) What are the children like?
(a) Healthy (b) Fat (c) Weak (d) Thin

(ii) “Like bottle bits on stones” who are the author referring to?
(a) The children in the classroom (b) Every children in the world
(c) The mended glass   (d) The shape of the classroom

(iii) What sort of life do these children lead ?
(a) Happy bright lives               (b) Free and carefree lives
(c) In poverty trapped in the slums              (d) In schools with a bright future

(iv) Which figure of speech is used in the last line ?
(a) Metaphor  (b) Personification (c) Simile (d) Alliteration

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Professor Malkani giving shelter to Gandhi was a brave act because
(a) during those days Gandhi was an outlaw
(b) supporting advocates of self rule like Gandhi was bound to get you in trouble
(c) supporting Gandhi means participating in violence
(d) the British declared Gandhi to be a criminal

(ii) Jack felt ________ after narrating the story to Jo.
(a) happy (b) lost (c) angry (d) sadwww.jeebooks.in
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(iii) According to Keats might dead refers to 
(a) those who died pointlessly
(b) those who defeated mighty enemies will alive
(c) those who gave up their lives for a noble cause
(d) those two lost to mighty enemies in a fight

(iv) Evans disguised himself as _______ to escape from jail
(a) Stephens              (b) The governor              (c) McLeery            (d) Prison guard

(v) Charley was convinced the third level is a world trapped in the past after seeing
(a) people wearing different clothes
(b) newspaper named “The World” which was no longer in publication
(c) people talking differently
(d) his old stamp collection

(vi) In the poem Keeping Quiet the earth teaches us about
(a) war and struggle               (b) that life and living never cease to exist
(c) greed and jealousy            (d) death and inactivity

(vii) Derek and Mr Lamb related to each other on a personal level that is sense of loneliness and
(a) ugliness                (b) unwanted popularity     (c) alienation              (d) love for gardening

(viii) Hana had to wash the soldier’s wounds by herself because Yumi their maid
(a) got scared of the white man (b) refused to wash a dirty white man
(c) was disgusted by the wound (d) believed the white soldier was dead

(ix) Color of Aunt jennifer’s tiger is:
(a) black             (b) grey (c) red (d) topaz yellow

(x) The Governor thought of Evans as :
(a) a dangerous criminal                (b) a spy
(c) a congenital kleptomaniac             (d) a violent person

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Preeti of 10/B Ram Nagar, Mangalore. You want a Chemistry teacher for your son who is a class 11 

student. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 words stating your requirements. 
OR

B. You are Hema/Hemant.. As the secretary, Science Club of your school write a notice informing students 
about an Inter-School Science Exhibition and, encouraging them, to participate in it.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Radhika. You have been invited to participate in a seminar on ‘Fundamental Rights of Children’, 

organised by the Lions Club of your distinct. Respond to the invitation by confirming your presence.
OR

B. You are Sajjanraj, S/o Sh. Dharmaraj of Greater Kailash, New Delhi. Your father wants you to draft a formal 
invitation to be sent on the occasion of your sister, Anita Raj’s marriage. Prepare the invitation.

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Akshay staying at Kanpur, U.P. Your locality being away from the main city, the poor garbage 

disposal which affects the life of residents. Write a letter to the Editor, Daily Chronicle, highlighting the 
problems faced and also giving a few possible solutions. www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. Write a letter of complaint to the store manager of a washing machine storeroom. You are frustrated with 

the poor service in fitting and other setting up arrangements and ask the manager to send new set of 
capable technicians to solve your issue.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are observing the recent craze in education without value. Compare the days when better education 

did not equate to private schools or private tutors. Write an article about it in 120-150 words. 
OR

B. The Environment Club of your school organised a campaign to celebrate cracker-tree Diwali. Posters, 
placards and banners were prepared. Then a long march was organised. Write a report in 120-150 words for 
publication in your school magazine about the campaign describing the efforts put in by staff and students 
to make tire campaign successful. 

LITERATURE (24 Marks)
10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)

(i)  Why does the author say that the bangle makers are caught in a vicious web?
(ii) What are the different kinds of wars mentioned in the poem? What is Neruda’s attitude towards these 

wars?
(iii) What was written in the letter that the peddler left for Edla?
(iv) Why did Gandhiji feel that taking the Champaran case to the court was useless?
(v) What changes came over little Franz after he heard M.Hamel’s announcement? 
(vi) How did the incident at the YMCA pool affect Douglas?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)  Why did Dr Sadao treat the American soldier even though it was an unpatriotic act on his part?
(ii) How does Derry interpret the fairy tale Beauty and the Beast? What does he feel about himself?
(iii) What was Charley’s vision about Galesburg town?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Give a character sketch of Edla.

OR
B. What did Gandhiji do to remove the social and cultural backwardness in the Champaran villages?
13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Dr. Sadao was a responsible doctors well as a patriot Elucidate.

OR
B. How did the question paper and correction slip help the prisoner and the Governor?
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1. (i)   (b) over 2000
(ii) (b) exams are conducted  in long distance mode
(iii) (b) Islamic educational institution
(iv) (c) 18
(v) (d) both (a) and (b)
(vi) (c) 45
(vii) (a) Outsourcing the work of compilation of 
results with use of technology
(viii) (a) reliability of results
(ix) (c) Bihar Intermediate Education Council
(x) (c) Karnataka Secondary Education Examination 
Board took 48 days to declare exam results in 2005.
(xi) (c) probe

2. (i) (c) Good technical and communication skills
(ii) (a) Because you will be judged, favoured or 
rejected according to your communication skill
(iii) (a) The wise speaks less
(iv) (b) To apologise immediately
(v) (c) our minds work faster than our speech
(vi) (b) When someone speaks fast its difficult for 
people to understand it
(vii) (b) observing boundaries and trying not to 
offend people
(viii) (c) The art of good communication skills
(ix) (c) Poorly constructed e-mails with grammatical 
errors are acceptable while communicating with 
people at work.
(x) (c) Assess
(xi) (b) disregard

3. A. (i) (c) That the old man invited him to his 
place.
(ii) (b) 30 kronor
(iii) (b) the stranger stole the leather pouch
(iv) (c) Incredulous

B. (i)  (c) An illiterate but resolute farmer from 
Champaran
(ii) (a) To seek help for the peasants of Champaran 
(iii) (c) He was advised to speak to Gandhi
(iv) (d) resolute

C. (i) (a) The owl was the one who Roger Skunk 
went to for advise.
(ii) (b) Roger Skunk
(iii) (d) He wanted to end the story fast.
(iv) (b) Tensely

4. A. (i) (b) Vile and corrupt ways human have 
adopted in search of false comfort
(ii) (b) In spite of all
(iii) (c) Shape of beauty like the sun, the moon
(iv) (d) Both (a) and (b)

B. (i) (c) Weak
(ii) (c) The mended glass
(iii) (c) In poverty trapped in the slums
(iv) (c) Simile

5. (i) (b) supporting advocates of self rule like 
Gandhi was bound to get you in trouble
(ii) (b) lost
(iii) (c) those who gave up their lives for a noble 
cause
(iv) (c) McLeery
(v) (b) newspaper named “The World” which was 
no longer in publication
(vi) (b) that life and living never cease to exist
(vii) (c) alienation
(viii) (b) refused to wash a dirty white man
(ix) (c) topaz yellow
(x) (c) a congenital kleptomaniac

SOLUTIONS

6.A. Wanted
An experienced male chemistry teacher as a private tutor for an XI standard boy. Candidate should have 
at least 10 years experience of teaching chemistry in a public school. He should be a strict disciplinarian 
to be able to deal with the student on a stern note. Remuneration no constraint for the right candidate. 
Apply with complete details to Preeti, 10/b, Ram Nagar Mangalore. Contact no.: 98xxxxxxx
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7.A. 25, Aram Bagh Road
Meerut
5 May, 20××
The Secretary
Lions Club, Meerut
Sir
Subject : Acceptance of Invitation
Thanks for your invitation for a seminar on ‘Fundamental Rights of Children’, and your concern for the 
under-privileged children. I would like to utilise this opportunity to share my experiences with other 
like-minded enthusiasts and experts.
1 hereby confirm my participation in the seminar.
Yours sincerely
Radhika

8.A. T P Apartments
Kanpur
Uttar Pradesh
25th February, 20XX
The Editor
Daily Chronicle
Uttar Pradesh
Subject : Poor garbage disposal in and around T P Apartments

Sir

On behalf of the residents of TP Apartments, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned authorities 
about the poor garbage disposal system in and around our area which is adversely affecting the lives of 
the residents in many ways.

Our locality has two slum population living nearby and the garbage from these two communities get 
dumped right in front of the main road that leads to our apartment. Not only does it stink and emit foul 
ordour nearby it will soon become a breeding ground for insects and other unwanted health hazards. 
The municipal garbage disposal staff used to come daily to gather this trash in time but for the past 3 
months they’ve been really irregular and comes maybe once or twice a week which is making things 
worse for us.

This negligence will create serious health hazards in the coming time. Through the esteemed columns of 
your newspaper. I wish the authorities to take immediate action towards this menace and do something 
to resolved this issue.

Looking forward to a positive and early action 
Thank You
Yours Sincerely 
Akshay
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9. A. Changing Education System 
 by xyz
Education that was driven by devotion and thought 
is no more a noble profession today. It has become 
commercialized which should be a matter of 
concern for one and all. Gone are the days when the 
educational institutes were like places of worship; 
there were gurukuls and ashrams where our ancestors 
received their learning. Look at our education system 
today where things are not going as they should have 
been. Today private schools and coaching centres are 
prospering, have become a great source of generating 
profits, money spinning businesses and the sad part is 
that parents too feel compelled owing to today’s highly 
competitive world to spend any amount of money on 
their children to get to these institutes.
Private schools which are mushrooming in every part 
of the country are charging exorbitant fee; parents, 
who can afford, are sending their children as they want 
to live their dreams through them unmindful of the 
pressures they are creating. There is the ‘capitation fee’ 
being charged by higher educational institutes which 
is nothing but a price for selling education. There is a 
strong need to change the basics of education system 
in order to revive the real importance of it.

10. (i) The author says that the bangle makers are 
caught in a vicious web which starts from poverty, to 
indifferences, then to greed and finally to injustice. 
Mind-numbing toil kills their hopes and dreams. They 
cannot organise themselves into cooperatives and have 
fallen into a vicious circle of ‘sahukars’, middlemen 
and the police so they get condemned to poverty and 
perpetual exploitation.
(ii) The poet writes about wars against humanity 
and nature. Green wars, wars with poisonous gases 
and wars with fire are the kinds of the wars that are 
mentioned in the poem. Neruda’s attitude towards 
war is one of rejection. He feels that such wars may 
bring victory but there are no survivors to celebrate 
the victory.
(iii) The peddler wrote, “Since you have been so nice 
to me all day long, as if I was a captain, I want to be 
nice to you, in return, as if I was a real captain. The 
rattrap is a Christmas present from a rat who would 

have been caught in the world’s rattrap if he had not 
been raised to captain, because in that way he got the 
power to clear himself.“Captain von Stahle.”
(iv) When Gandhiji got to know about the plight of 
the peasant groups in Champaran from his discussion 
with the lawyers, he came to the conclusion that the 
poor peasants were so crushed and fear-stricken that 
law courts were useless in their case. Going to courts 
overburdened the sharecroppers with heavy litigation 
expenses. What really needed to be done was to make 
them free from fear.
(v) When M.Hamel announced that this was to be 
their last French class, a grim realisation dawned on 
Franz that he could hardly write his language and now 
he was being deprived of the opportunity to learn 
it. He felt very guilty of neglecting his classes and 
escaping school. The thought of losing his teacher, M. 
Hamel, also pained him.

11. (i) As a doctor Dr Sadao’s was trained that he 
should never let a person die if he could help. Thus 
it was nothing unpatriotic on part of Dr Sadao. He 
even told the old General about the soldier. Dr Sadao 
only performed his duty and saved the life of a human 
being not an American.
(ii) According to Derry it teaches us that outward 
appearance does not matter. It is what one is inside 
that is important. Handsome is that handsome does. 
Beauty loved the monstrous beast for himself. When 
she kissed him, he changed into a handsome prince. 
No one except Derry’s mother kisses him. She too 
kisses him on the other side of the face. Derry was 
bitter and refused to seek comfort in the fairy tale.

12. B. The purpose of Gandhi’s visit to Champaram 
was to bring justice to the sharecroppers. During their 
visit Gandhiji made the poor, illiterate peasants realise 
that they too had rights. He wanted them to become 
self-reliant and fight for their rights. Gandhiji’s aim 
was to mould the Indians in such a way that they could 
stand on their own feet and make India free. He felt 
that this was possible only if the cultural and social 
backwardness in the Champaran villages is removed. 
Therefore, after achieving victory for the Champaran 
sharecroppers, Gandhiji stayed on to alleviate their 
sufferings. He started schools in six different villages www.jeebooks.in
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and clinics. His disciples, wife and sons and many 
others volunteered to help him. Mrs. Gandhi taught the 
ashram rules on personal   cleanliness and community 
sanitation. Health conditions were bad. So, Gandhiji 
and his volunteer doctor took care of that as well by 
providing the available medical aids.
13. B. The Governor received a call from the Assistant 
Secretary of the Examination Board saying that there 
was a correction slip, which was not attached to the 
question paper. He requested the Governor if he could 
read out the correction to Evans. The correction was 
‘zum goldenen Lowen’. In reality, it was an indication 
informing Evans where he was supposed to go after 

escaping from jail. Although, the Governor did not 
suspect anything, the correction slip helped Evans 
to know the name of the hotel and its location. Later, 
when the Governor learned about Evans’ escape, Rev. 
McLeery (Evans in reality) showed him the question 
paper at the back of which, instructions were given to 
help Evans escape. These instructions were meant to 
misguide the jail authorities. However, the Governor 
was able to put together the index and centre numbers. 
With the six digit reference and the help of a survey 
map, the Governor came to know Evans had escaped 
to Chipping Norton. Now, the Governor could work 
out a plan to arrest Evans.
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1
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g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3
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The Rattrap
Indigo
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?

8

4
A Thing of Beauty
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum

4

5

Indigo
Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
A Thing of Beauty
Evans Tries An O-Level
The Third Level
Keeping Quiet
On the Face of It
The Enemy
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Evans Tries An O-Level

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation Reply
Invitation

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Lost Spring
Keeping Quiet
The Rattrap
Indigo
The Last Lesson
Deep Water

10

11
The Enemy
One the Face of It
The Third Level

4

12
The Rattrap
Indigo 5

13
The Enemy
Evans Tries An O-Level 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-10, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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BLUE PRINT

SQP 11

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80

www.jeebooks.in



140 Class 12

PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) The fact that everybody enjoys a good mystery explains why magicians are such popular entertainers. We 

all know that a magician does not really depend on ‘magic’ to perform his tricks, but on his ability to act at 
great speed. However, this does not prevent us from enjoying watching a magician produce rabbits from a 
hat, swallow countless eggs, or saw his wife in two.

(2) Probably the greatest magician of all time was Harry Houdini who died in 1926. His real name was Ehrich 
Weiss, but he adopted the name ‘Houdini’ after reading a book which influenced him greatly. This had been 
written by a famous magician called Robert-Houdini who had mastered the art of escaping. He could free 
himself from the tightest knots or the most complicated locks in seconds. Although no one really knows 
how he did this, there is no doubt that he had made a close study of every type of lock ever invented. He 
would carry a small steel needle-like tool strapped to his leg and he used this in place of a key.

(3) Houdini once asked the Chicago police to lock him in prison. They bound him in chains and locked him 
up, but he freed himself in an instant. The police accused him of having used a tool and locked him up 
again. This time he wore no clothes and there were chains round his neck, waist, wrists and legs; but he 
again escaped in a few minutes. Houdini had probably hidden his ‘needle’ in a wax-like substance and 
dropped it on the floor in the passage. As he went past, he stepped on it so that it stuck to the bottom of 
his foot. His most famous escape, however, was altogether astonishing. He was heavily chained up and 
enclosed in an empty wooden chest the lid of which was nailed down. The chest was dropped into the sea 
in New York harbour. In one minute Houdini had swum to the surface. When the chest was brought up, it 
was opened and the chains were found inside.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The reason why magicians are popular entertainers is because :
(a) People believe in real magic (b) People enjoy a good mystery
(c) People like to learn magic (d) Magic shows are free

(ii) To perform his tricks, a magician depends on __________ .
(a) magic  (b) audience  (c) his/her assistant  (d) great speed

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-11Subject Code : 301
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(iii) Ehrich Weiss changed his name to Houdini because__________ .
(a) he watched the Harry Potter movies
(b) he was greatly influenced by Robert Houdini’s book
(c) Houdini was his father 
(d) it seemed a magical name

(iv) Ehrich Weiss’ main attraction as a magician was :
(a) producing rabbit from a hat (b) sawing people into two
(c) escaping from the most complicated locks (d) Making things disappear

(v) The Chicago police locked Houdini again because
(a) They found him cheating 
(b) They accused him of using a tool for breaking free instantly
(c) they wanted to lock him for real
(d) they wanted to break his spirit

(vi) Houdini’s greatest escape was :
(a) breaking free from the Chicago police chains
(b) breaking free from wooden chest
(c) breaking free from a wooden chest,chained and dropped in the sea
(d) breaking free from a small room 

(vii) Houdini took ________ minute to swim to the surface of the sea after being dropped.
(a) 2 (b) 1 (c) 3              (d) 1 and half

(viii) According to the author Houdini holds the title for the greatest ________ of all time.
(a) soldier (b) lock picker (c) magician (d) swimmer

(ix) Which of these statements is false?
(a) Houdini’s real name is Ehrich Weiss.
(b) Houdini died in 1926.
(c) The chest Houdini was chained in was dropped into the Caribbean sea.
(d) Houdini took 1 minute to swim up the surface.

(x) Choose an appropriate title of the passage.
(a) Ehrich Weiss and his great escape (b) Houdini the greatest magician of all time
(c) Houdini and the Chicago police (d) Houdini and the art of finding locks

(xi) Which word in passage 2 has the same meaning as intricate
(a) Mastered   (b) Tightest (c) Invented (d) Complicated

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) The first man to jump out of an aeroplane when travelling at a speed greater than sound was Arthur Ray 

Hawkins, one of the most outstanding United States navy pilots. Jumps of this sort had long been regarded 
as impossible.

(2) During an air show over Mississippi in 1954, Hawkins was flying an entirely new type of plane. At 40,000 
feet, the nose of the plane dipped sharply. No matter how hard he tried, Hawkins could not pull it out of 
the dive and it gathered such speed that it was soon travelling faster than sound. Strapped in his seat, and 
hanging upside-down, the pilot could not reach the button which would destroy the top of the plane. Near 
him however, there was another button which was to be used only in times of very great danger. Hawkins 
pressed it. There was an explosion and his seat — which shielded him to some extent — burst through the 
glass shell above his head.

(3) While still half conscious, Hawkins tried to pull the ribbon which would open his parachute. It was fortunate 
that he failed in his attempt, for at such a rate of speed, the parachute would have been torn to pieces. As he 
sped towards the earth, he realised that the breathing-tube which supplied him with air had also been torn 
away. Rapidly losing consciousness because of the lack of air, he knew that he had to open the parachute —
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otherwise he might not get another chance to do so. At about 29,000 feet, the parachute opened and Hawkins 
pulled a handle which freed him from the pilot seat. While swinging through the air in slow motion, he began 
to tremble with cold and everything went grey: he was not getting enough air! Just then, he remembered a 
rule for breathing at great heights. He took short, sharp breaths and so forced air into his bloodstream. This 
kept him alive until, at 10,000 feet, he could breathe without difficulty. Soon afterwards, he landed safely in 
a field of cotton. His plane crashed into woods nearby but luckily no one was hurt.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Arthur Ray Hawkins was a _________ by profession.
(a) engineer  (b) astronaut (c) sportsman           (d) navy pilot

(ii) “Jumps of this sort had long been regarded as impossible.” What kind of jump is the author implying?
(a) Jump off a speeding car
(b) Jump off an aeroplane travelling at a speed greater than sound
(c) jump off an aeroplane travelling at a normal speed
(d) Jump off a speeding truck

(iii) “Hawkins could not pull it out of the dive” Why?
(a) Because he was scared
(b) Because he was busy flying the plane
(c) Because at 40,000 feet, the nose of the plane dipped sharply
(d) Because his planed started accelerate upwards

(iv) When Hawkins pressed the button to be used only in times of grave danger _________.
(a) his parachute opened
(b) an explosion happened and his seat burst through the glass shell above his head
(c) the plane started shaking
(d) the plane crashed right into a tree

(v) The author said the parachute not opening on its first attempt as fortunate, why?
(a) Because the parachute would have been torn to pieces at the rate he was falling.
(b) Because the parachute was already torn.
(c) Because he couldn’t breathe.
(d) Because the pilot had two parachutes.

(vi) Hawkins was losing consciousness while falling because
(a) he was nervous   (b) lack of air in the high altitude
(c) he hit his head before the crash (d) the wind was too much for him to breathe

(vii) Hawkins parachute opened at ________ ft.
(a) 40,000  (b) 10,000 (c) 20,000  (d) 30,000

(viii) The rule for breathing at great height is
(a) Take deep long breaths (b) Take short sharp breaths
(c) To breathe through the mouth (d) None of these

(ix) Choose an appropriate title for the given passage.
(a) Arthur Hawkins lesson to fly (b) The pilot and his jump
(c) Arthur Hawkins and his impossible dare (d) The close shave

(x) Synonym of danger is
(a) scream                   (b) deranged               (c) peril (d) hoax

(xi) Antonym of rapidly is
(a) quickly                (b) slowly               (c) softly           (d) rarelywww.jeebooks.in
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LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. To do anything else would mean to dare. And daring is not part of his growing up. When I sense a flash of it 
in Mukesh I am cheered. “I want to be a motor mechanic”, he repeats: He will go to a garage and learn. But 
the garage is a long way from his home. “I will walk”, he insists, “Do you also dream of flying a plane ?” He 
is suddenly silent. “No,” he says staring at the ground.

(i) What was Mukesh supposed to be if not his dream to be a motor mechanic?
(a) Rag picker (b) Pilot (c) Bangle maker (d) Doctor

(ii) “I will walk” this line shows Mukesh’s 
(a) helplessness (b) determination          (c) shyness          (d) disappointment

(iii) With whom was the speaker sharing his dream ?
(a) Mukesh (b) Anees (c) Saheb (d) A garage owner

(iv) Did Mukesh Sound unreasonable?
(a) Yes (b) No (c) May be (d) Can’t be determined

B. Then, from one thing to another, M. Hamel went on to talk of the French language, saying that it was the 
most beautiful language in the world the clearest, the most logical; that we must guard it among us and 
never forget it, because when people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they 
had the key to their prison. Then he opened a grammar and read us our lesson. I was amazed to see how 
well I understood it. All he said seemed so easy, so easy !

(i) What did M. Hamel say about the French language ?
(a) That it was the most difficult language.
(b) That it was the easiest to learn.
(c) That it was the most beautiful and clearest language.
(d) That it was the most useless language.

(ii) What advise did M. Hamel give about the language ?
(a) To learn new language (b) To abandon their language
(c) To guard it and never forget it (d) To find the similarities between other languages

(iii) What was different about the lesson of the day?
(a) Franz seem to be distracted              (b) Franz found the lesson boring
(c) Franz found the lesson short               (d) Franz understood his lessons very easily

(iv) “Key to their prison” means
(a) The mother tongue will lead them to prison
(b) Language can be used a weapon to fight against oppression
(c) Language needs to prisoned 
(d) Language plays very little part in saving a country

C. The experience had a deep meaning for me, as only those who have known stark terror and conquered it 
can appreciate. In death there is peace. There is terror only in the fear of death, as Roosevelt knew when he 
said, “All we have to fear is fear itself.” Because I had experienced both the sensation of dying and the terror 
that fear of it can produce, the will to live somehow grew in intensity.

 At last I felt released free to walk the trails and climb the peaks and to brush aside fear.

(i) What is the “stark terror” mentioned here for Douglas?
(a) His fear of water   (b) His struggle with swimming
(c) His fear of wide open spaces (d) His fear of losing his limbswww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Where did Douglas experience the sensation of dying?
(a) At a lake   (b) In the beach with his father
(c) At the YCMA pool             (d) While jumping down a cliff

(iii) “All we have to fear is fear itself ” who said this line?
(a) Douglas (b) Roosevelt                  (c) The Swimming coach   (d) Douglas’ mother

(iv) Which of the words means path?
(a) Stark (b) Conquered (c) Trails (d) Peaks

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. On sour cream walls, donations.  Shakespeare’s head,
Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities.
Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map
Awarding the world its world.

(i) Name of the poet.
(a) Adrienne Rich (b) John Keats            (c) Stephen Spender (d) Pablo Neruda                 

(ii) What is meant by ‘sour cream” walls’ ?
(a) Damp and faded walls of the classroom that give foul smell
(b) Shakespeare’s head that looks like wall
(c) Walls painted with cream color
(d) Walls with clouds drawn on it

(iii) The poet call the map ‘open-handed’ because
(a) all maps are opened and spread
(b) all the places of the world are shown in it and it is big.
(c) all flowers and valleys can be seen on the map
(d) Children open them in their hands

(iv) Which word in the line means charity?
(a) Awarding (b) Dawn (c) Donations (d) World

B. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen,
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green.
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.

(i) The tigers referred here are
(a) Real tigers
(b) Aunt Jennifer’s pets
(c) Aunt Jennifer’s embroidered tiger representing her spirit
(d) Aunt Jennifer’s husband

(ii) The tiger is _________ in color.
(a) green (b) bright yellow (c) black (d) colorless

(iii) How are they different from Aunt Jennifer ?
(a) They are animals unlike Aunt Jennifer.
(b) They are timid and lifeless.
(c) They are not afraid of men unlike Aunt Jennifer who is helpless against patriarchy.
(d) They are angry at themselves while aunt jennifer is happy with herself.

(iv) Which word in the lines mean jump?
(a) Pace (b) Prance (c) Sleek (d) Certaintywww.jeebooks.in
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5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) According to Evans German teacher Evans had a _______ chance of clearing his O level exams.
(a) pretty good  (b) moderate           (c) cat in a hell’s           (d) less

(ii) In A Thing of Beauty poem John Keats wants us to find comfort in
(a) our desires             (b) our ambitions in life (c) nature’s beauty (d) struggle of life

(iii) Derek’s scar was on his 
(a) leg            (b) arms             (c) neck              (d) face

(iv) Charley’s wife name is
(a) Sam               (b) Louisa (c) Louise           (d) Lois

(v) In Adrienne Rich’s “prancing, proud and unafraid” is referring to
(a) Aunt Jennifer   (b) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers
(c) Aunt Jennifer’s husband (d) The poet

(vi) Which words fit Dr Sadao?
(a) Shrewd (b) Cunning (c) Compassionate  (d) Weak

(vii) The Last Lesson’s main message is that
(a) we should try to learn new languages
(b) we should appreciate and upheld our mother tongue
(c) we should learn to give into other cultures taking over us
(d) we should learn to go to school regularly

(viii)  Saheb’s parents originally came from 
(a) Firozabad (b) Seemapuri (c) Dhaka (d) Delhi

(ix) In the poem An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum the poet referred the slum children’s future as a 
narrow streets sealed in with a
(a) black sky  (b) grey sky (c) lead sky (d) blue sky

(x) In the poem My mother at Sixty-six, Kamala Das’ mother lived in
(a) Chennai (b) Pune (c) Puri (d) Cochin

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are Ravi/Rachna. As President of the Cultural Forum of your school, you have organised an inter-
school orchestra competition on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of your school. Write a 
notice in about 50 words, informing the students of your school about this competition.

OR

B. Write an advertisement for your local newspaper asking for a flatmate in about 50 words. You are Deepak, 
give the necessary details.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are Navin/Neha, the Secretary of the Youth Club of your locality. You are organising an inter-school 
group-song competition write an invitation to invite a prominent musician to be one of the judges.

OR

B. Draft a formal reply expressing your inability to attend the inauguration of the showroom ‘Regalia’ on 
Sunday, the 20th July 20XX, at 11 a.m. at B-12, Rohini. You are Navin Jain of C-5, G.K.J, New Delhi and 
your friend is G.L. Bansal of 23, Sunder Nagar, New Delhi.www.jeebooks.in
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8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Arun/Arundhati of 114, Good Shephard Colony, Chennai. You have seen an advertisement in 
Times Ascent for the post of a pastry chef in a 5-star hotel. Apply for the job with complete bio-data. 
(120-150 words)

OR

B. You are Hemant Ghosh, you have a savings bank account in the State Bank of India. You have lost your 
passbook. Write to the Branch Manager requesting him to get another copy of the passbook issued to you.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Marina, Cultural Secretary of your school, D.B. Senior Secondary School, Nagpur. A week-long 
Arts and Culture festival was organised by your school. Write a report in 100-120 words for your school 
magazine. Invent the details.

OR

B. Write an article about the importance of discipline in life. Explain how without proper order and discipline 
our everyday lives will fall apart in about 120-150 words.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) How did the ironmaster react on seeing the stranger lying close to the furnace?
(ii) Mention the hazards of working in the glass bangles industry?
(iii) What did the landlords do when they know that Germany had developed synthetic indigo?
(iv) Which sadness is Pablo Neruda worried about in his poem?
(v) Why did the author go to Lake Went worth in New Hampshire?
(vi) What was different about the day Franz came to school after the Berlin notice came?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) How did the General react on Dr Sadao’s story about harbouring the enemy soldier?
(ii) What did Evans tell the Governor about the blood on his head?
(iii) How did the wizard solve the skunk’s problem?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. “What a thunderclap these words were to me!” What did M. Hamel say to his class? What effect did it have 
on those present there?

OR

B. How did the peddler betray the confidence reposed in him by the crofter in ‘The Rattrap’?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Although a lot of precautions had been taken by the prison authorities to prevent Evans from escaping, yet,
it proved to be insufficient. What made it possible for Evans to escape so easily?

OR

B. What made Charley believe that he was actually standing at the third level?
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1. (i) (b) People enjoy a good mystery
(ii) (d) great speed
(iii) (b) he was greatly influenced by Robert Houdini’s 
book
(iv) (c) escaping from the most complicated locks
(v) (b) They accused him of using a tool for breaking 
free instantly
(vi) (c) breaking free from a wooden chest,chained 
and dropped in the sea
(vii) (b) 1
(viii) (c) magician
(ix) (c) The chest Houdini was chained in was 
dropped into the Caribbean sea.
(x) (b) Houdini the greatest magician of all time
(xi) (d) Complicated

2. (i) (d) navy pilot
(ii) (b) Jump off an aeroplane travelling at a speed 
greater than sound
(iii) (c) Because at 40,000 feet, the nose of the plane 
dipped sharply
(iv) (b) an explosion happened and his seat burst 
through the glass shell above his head
(v) (a) Because the parachute would have been torn 
to pieces at the rate he was falling.
(vi) (b) lack of air in the high altitude
(vii) (b) 10,000
(viii) (b) Take short sharp breaths
(ix) (c) Arthur Hawkins and his impossible dare
(x) (c) peril
(xi) (b) slowly

3. A. (i) (c) Bangle maker
(ii) (b) determination
(iii) (b) Anees
(iv) (b) No

B. (i) (c) That it was the most beautiful and clearest 
language.
(ii) (c) To guard it and never forget it
(iii) (d) Franz understood his lessons very easily
(iv) (b) Language can be used a weapon to fight 
against oppression

C. (i) (a) His fear of water
(ii) (b) In the beach with his father
(iii) (b) Roosevelt
(iv) (c) Trails

4. A. (i) (c) Stephen Spender
(ii) (a) Damp and faded walls of the classroom that 
give foul smell
(iii) (b) all the places of the world are shown in it and 
it is big.
(iv) (a) Donations

B. (i) (c) Aunt Jennifer’s embroidered tiger 
representing her spirit
(ii) (b) bright yellow
(iii) (c) They are not afraid of men unlike Aunt 
Jennifer who is helpless against patriarchy.
(iv) (b) Prance

5. (i) (c) cat in a hell’s
(ii) (c) nature’s beauty
(iii) (d) face
(iv) (b) Louisa
(v) (b) Aunt Jennifer’s tigers
(vi) (c) Compassionate
(vii) (b) We should appreciate and upheld our mother 
tongue
(viii) (c) Dhaka
(ix) (c) lead sky
(x) (d) Cochin

SOLUTIONS

6.A. Cultural Forum
RAS BIHARI MODEL SCHOOL, MATHURA

NOTICE
Nov. 20XX
Inter-School Orchestra Competition
On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrations, an Inter-School Orchestra Competition will be held.
Date : 14 Nov. 20XX
Time : 2 p.m. onwards
Venue :  Vikram Auditorium
Participants : Maximum 9 for one performance
Last date for submission of Entry Forms: 10 Nov 20XX
Rachna/Ravi
President
Cultural Forumwww.jeebooks.in
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7.A. Youth Club
Nainital
5 December, 20XX
Dear Mr Khanna
I shall feel obliged if you kindly spare some time from your busy schedule and consent to be one of the 
judges for an inter-school group-song competition to be held on 24th December, 2OXX at 2 p.m. in the 
Community Centre, Dehradun Road.
Kindly confirm your acceptance by 10th December.
Yours sincerely
Navin/Neha
Secretary

8. 114, Good Shephard Colony
Chennai-110029
10 August, 20××
The Chairman
The Charlotte
Gurgaon
Subject: Application for the Post of Pastry Chef
Sir/Madam,
In response to your advertisement in Times Ascent dated August 8, 20××, I wish to apply for the post of 
pastry chef. I have done a three year post graduate course in culinary and pastry art from XYZ Institute 
of Hotel Management, Bangalore.
I would like to add that I am a very hardworking girl with a keen interest in pastry cooking. I have three 
years work experience at The PQR, Gurgaon. If selected, I assure you that I shall work with utmost 
devotion and sincerity. I am enclosing my bio-data for your reviewing and consideration.
Anticipating a favourable response.
Thank you
Yours faithfully
Arundhati Iyer

Bio-Data
 Name :  Arundhati Iyer
 Husband’s Name :  Mr. Radheswami Iyer
 Address :  114, Good Shephard Colony, T.T. Nagar, Chennai-29
 Phone :   98102×××××
 Date of Birth :   28th September, 1988
 Marital Status :   Married
 Educational 
 Qualification :     M.Sc. in Culinary and Pastry Arts (Graduated with top rank) XYZ Institute of   

Hotel Management, Bangalore (20××).
         B.Sc. Home Science (University Topper) ABC College, Chennai (20××) 
       Patisserie Certification TUV Restaurant School, Miami (20××)
 Experience :    3 years as Assistant Pastry Chef at The PQR, Gurgaon (July 20×× - July 20××) Crafted 

a variety of customised and specialty desserts using specialty baking techniques
 Skills :     Mastery in various pastry cooking techniques 
 Strengths :    Detail oriented craftswoman, passionate baker, competent in business operations, 

office management, staff supervision, sales and event planning
 Computer skills :   Proficient in MS Office 
  Language :  English, Hindi, Tamil, Kannad
 Reference :   1.  Mr. D. K. Paul, Senior Manager, The PQR, Gurgaon, 2. Malvika Ray, HOD, XYZ 

Institute of Hotel Management, Bangalore.

www.jeebooks.in



English Core 149

  

9. A. Arts and culture
Marina, Cultural Secretary

D.B. Senior Secondary School, Nagpur
26th August, 20xx: Our school organised a week-long 
Arts and Culture Fiesta, which commenced on the 
18th of August and ended on the 26th of August, in 
which 15 schools of our town participated. It was a 
great music and dance extravaganza which saw a wide 
variety of creative art along with Indian classical music 
and folklore and western music and dance forms. 
During this week-long festival, many competitions 
and programmes were organised in our school and 
these were graced by illustrious painters and reputed 
theatre artists and dancers. On the concluding day of 
this festival, a two-hour-long programme displaying 
a unique fusion of classical and western dance and 
music was put up. This was a treat and delight for all 
music and dance lovers and was also the highlight of 
our festival. Seeing the huge success of this fiesta our 
principal assured us that attempts would be made to 
organise it on a regular basis.

10. (i) The ironmaster saw the peddler at the forge. 
The ironmaster walked close to him. He thought the 
peddler was his one of the regimental acquaintances. 
He called him by the name of Nils Olof. The ironmaster 
felt sorry to see his miserable condition and he invited 
the peddler to his home.
(ii) Working in the glass bangle industry has both 
mental and physical hazards. Mostly children are 
engaged in this industry. When they grow up, working 
in the industry for years, they lose the ability to dream. 
There are many physical hazards of working in this 
industry. The children have a very bad effect on their 
eyes. Their eyes are more adjusted to the dark than 
light outside. That is why they often end up losing 
their eyesight before they become adults.
(iii) The landlords came to know that Germany had 
developed synthetic indigo. Now producing natural 
indigo was not profitable for them. But very cunningly 
they hid that fact from the peasants. They instead 
obtained agreements from the sharecroppers to pay 
them compensation for being released from the 15 per 
cent arrangement.
(iv) The sadness that Pablo Neruda is worried 
about in his poem is the sadness of isolation that 
has made modern man its victim. This sadness has 
made man self-centered and uncaring to the needs 
of his fellowmen. He has sacrificed the needs of his 
emotional self in favour of materialism.
(v) The author had learnt swimming from a very 
capable instructor. But the author wanted to conquer 

his fear of water completely. Therefore, he went to 
Lake Wentworth in New Hampshire. He swam across 
the lake. Only once did his old fear of water return. 
However he brushed this thought of fear aside and 
swam across the lake.

11. (i) Dr Sadao went to the old General and narrated 
him the whole story. He also told him since he had 
done great effort to save that man and he didn’t want 
him to hand over the police. Now, the General offered 
him to send his private assassins. He said that they 
were very competent and expert in internal bleeding.
(ii) The Governor asked Evans how he got that blood 
to pour over his head. At this Evans replied that it was 
a pig’s blood that the person disguised as McLeery 
brought with him in a little rubber ring. They had got 
to mix with trisodium citrate to stop it clotting.

12. A. On the day of his last French lesson, M.Hamel 
told his students and village elders present in the 
classroom that the order had come from Berlin to 
teach only German in the schools of Alsace and 
Lorraine. He also told them that the new master was 
supposed to be arriving the next day. As the last lesson 
progressed, M. Hamel told the class that French is the 
most beautiful language in the world. He asked them 
to preserve it because it was the key to their freedom. 
The whole classroom seemed so strange and solemn.
On the back benches that were always empty, some 
of the elderly village people sat, crying. That day, the 
students paid a great deal of attention, even the elder 
ones. The news of the last French lesson sounded like a 
thunderclap in the ears of little Franz. He was shocked, 
at first, but soon he was overcome with a feeling of 
remorse and regret. Most of all, it was M. Hamel who 
was saddened by the news. He regretted not giving 
French language its due importance and now, their 
mother tongue was being taken away from them.

13. A. Even after taking various drastic precautions, 
for the smooth conduct of the exam, Evans fools the 
Governor and the prison authority in every step of the 
way. Stephens notices that Evans is wearing a hat but 
does not ask him to remove it. The hat concealed
Evans’ cropped hair. Similarly, the prison staff do not 
check McLeery’s identity or verify the phone call or 
recognise Evans impersonating McLeery. All this helps 
him to escape prison easily. Later, though the Governor 
is able to catch him red-handed, at the capital, Evans 
escapes once again, this time audaciously in the prison 
van. Therefore, it proves that it is sheer negligence on 
the part of the prison staff that helps Evans to escape.
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2 Comprehension 10
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Lost Spring
The Last Lesson
Deep Water

8

4
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

4

5

Evans Tries An O-Level
A Thing of Beauty
On the Face of It
The Third Level
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
The Enemy
The Last Lesson
Lost Spring
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
My Mother at Sixty Six

8

6
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ng

Notice
Advertisement

3

7
Invitation
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Report
Article 5

10

Li
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The Rattrap
Lost Spring
Indigo
Keeping Quiet
Deep Water
The Last Lesson

10

11
The Enemy
Evans Tries An O-Level
Should Wizard hit Mommy?

4

12
The Last Lesson
The Rattrap 5

13
Evans Tries An O-Level
The Third Level 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-11, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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BLUE PRINT

SQP 12

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) No student of a foreign language needs to be told that grammar is complex. By changing word sequences and 

by adding a range of auxiliary verbs and suffixes, we are able to communicate tiny variations in meaning.
 We can turn a statement into a question, state whether an action has taken place or is soon to take place, and 

perform many other word tricks to convey subtle differences in meaning. Nor is this complexity inherent 
to the English language. All languages, even those of so-called ‘primitive’ tribes have clever grammatical 
components. The Cherokee pronoun system, for example, can distinguish between ‘you and I’, ‘several other 
people and I’ and ‘you, another person and I’. In English, all these meanings are summed up in the one, 
crude pronoun ‘we’. Grammar is universal and plays a part in every language, no matter how widespread it 
is. So the question which has baffled many linguists is - who created grammar?

(2) At first, it would appear that this question is impossible to answer. To find out how grammar is created, 
someone needs to be present at the time of a language’s creation, documenting its emergence. Many historical 
linguists are able to trace modern complex languages back to earlier languages, but in order to answer the 
question of how complex languages are actually formed, the researcher needs to observe how languages are 
started from scratch. Amazingly, however, this is possible.

(3) Some of the most recent languages evolved due to the Atlantic slave trade. At that time, slaves from a number 
of different ethnicities were forced to work together under colonizer’s rule. Since they had no opportunity 
to learn each others’ languages, they developed a make-shift language called a pidgin. Pidgins are strings of 
words copied from the language of the landowner. They have little in the way of grammar, and in many cases 
it is difficult for a listener to deduce when an event happened, and who did what to whom. Speakers need 
to use circumlocution in order to make their meaning understood. Interestingly, however, all it takes for a 
pidgin to become a complex language is for a group of children to be exposed to it at the time when they 
learn their mother tongue. Slave children did not simply copy the strings of words uttered by their elders, 
they adapted their words to create a new, expressive language. Complex grammar systems which emerge 
from pidgins are termed creoles, and they are invented by children.

(4) Further evidence of this can be seen in studying sign languages for the deaf. Sign languages are not simply a 
series of gestures; they utilise the same grammatical machinery that is found in spoken languages. Moreover, 
there are many different languages used worldwide. The creation of one such language was documented 
quite recently in Nicaragua. Previously, all deaf people were isolated from each other, but in 1979 a new 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-12Subject Code : 301
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government introduced schools for the deaf. Although children were taught speech and lip reading in the 
classroom, in the playgrounds they began to invent their own sign system, using the gestures that they 
used at home. It was basically a pidgin. Each child used the signs differently, and there was no consistent 
grammar. However, children who joined the school later, when this inventive sign system was already 
around, developed a quite different sign language. Although it was based on the signs of the older children, 
the younger children’s language was more fluid and compact, and it utilised a large range of grammatical 
devices to clarify meaning. What is more, all the children used the signs in the same way. A new creole was 
born.

(5) Some linguists believe that many of the world’s most established languages were creoles at first. The English 
past tense –ed ending may have evolved from the verb ‘do’ ‘It ended’ may once have been ‘It end-did’. Therefore 
it would appear that even the most widespread languages were partly created by children. Children appear 
to have innate grammatical machinery in their brains, which springs to life when they are first trying to 
make sense of the world around them. Their minds can serve to create logical, complex structures, even 
when there is no grammar present for them to copy.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) “In English, all these meanings are summed up in the one, crude pronoun ‘we’. the author says the “we” as 

crude because
(a) It lacks pretty pronunciation
(b) It lack depth in explaining between I, You and other people
(c) It seems rude
(d) It makes it too difficult

(ii) The pidgin language was created so that
(a) colonisers can speak to the slaves
(b) slaves can learn new languages
(c) slaves with different languages could communicate with one another
(d) to improve existing language of the land owners

(iii) The language created by children of slaves with complex grammar system is called_____
(a) Pidgin (b) Creoles (c) Cherokee  (d) English 

(iv) All the following sentences about Nicaragua sign language are true EXCEPT:
(a) The language has been created since 1979.
(b) The language is based on speech and lip reading.
(c) The language incorporates signs which children used at home.
(d) The language was perfected by younger children.

(v) Sign language is not a simply series of gestures because
(a) they were developed from the English language
(b) they incorporated the same grammatical system found in spoken languages
(c) they were basically pidgin 
(d) children developed it with lip reading system

(vi) The main disadvantage of the sign language used in the schools for deaf in 1979 was that
(a) it had no lip reading instructions
(b) it was meant for partially deaf children
(c) the signs were used differently, and there was no consistent grammar.
(d) it confused children even more

(vii) ________ have an inborn grammatical machinery.
(a) Colonisers (b) Children (c) Slaves   (d) Teacherswww.jeebooks.in
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(viii) The universal thing about all language is _________ .
(a) vocabulary (b) grammar (c) gender (d) all of these

(ix) The theme or main idea of para 2 is:
(a) How children can create new language
(b) How cherokee language is evolved in terms of grammar
(c) How linguistics can trace the origin of modern languages
(d) How creole came into origin

(x) Which word in para 3 have the same meaning as “extrapolate”?
(a) Evolved (b) Opportunity (c) Complex  (d) Deduce

(xi) Synonym of innate is
(a) inherent (b) inside              (c) inward (d) lost

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) This isn’t a mountain region of mere subjective beauty. Nor one, which claims its greatness, based on just 

an overwhelming opinion of a large majority. For Sikkim is a treasure that few know about. However, the 
facts of its remarkable geography bear enough testimony to pitch Sikkim in a slot that no other mountain 
region, anywhere in the world, could duplicate or rival. What Everest is to peaks, Sikkim is to the mountains. 
Tragically, a region so wild and exotic and with such geographic and climatic extremes, that its amazing 
wilds and not its unremarkable hill stations, ensure its accessibility to the adventurous only.

(2) Just delve on these facts a bit. From the plains, in a mere 80 kms as the crow flies, the altitude reaches 28,168 
feet at the very top of Kanchenjunga, the third highest peak in the world. Such a sharp elevation is unrivalled 
anywhere else and is the first geographical claim of Sikkim.

(3) The second is an offshoot of the first. Nowhere else do so many 7,000 metre plus peaks crowd up such a 
confined space. And the third is really a consequence of the first and the second with the sharp gradation 
creating the most variegated flora and fauna possible anywhere in the mountains. The fourth uniqueness is 
also a consequence of the first and the second and lies in the extremes of the climate which ranges from the 
tropical to the typical arctic type. And the fifth claim is its thin permanent population and relatively fewer 
travellers by virtue of its remote far-eastern Himalayan location. The startling facts about Sikkim never seem 
to end. For starters, all of Sikkim lies in a mere 110 kms by 65 kms of mountains, peaks, glaciers, rivers and 
forests. A little dot on the map at a latitude 27 degrees North and longitude 88 degrees East. Its 7,000-sq 
kms make it about as large as the National Capital Region of India! To the North and extending to the East 
of Sikkim, is Tibet/China and to the West is Nepal. To the

(4) South are the Himalayan and sub Himalayan regions of West Bengal. It is, in fact these geographical extremes 
and the resulting ambience, that makes mountaineers trek here, when they are not climbing, besides fuelling 
mountaineering dreams in the minds of trekkers, what with the closest possible proximity to magnificent 
peaks while trekking.

(5) On the subject of trekking here, it is strange but true that acclimatisation is much tougher in Sikkim than 
elsewhere. It may have something to do with being closer in latitude to the Tropic of Cancer, beside the 
rather sharp stages involved in each day of trekking. The closeness to the Tropic of Cancer has meant that the 
snowline will always be much higher and therefore human settlements are seen even at altitudes of 16,000 
feet!

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)
(i) “ This isn’t a mountain region of mere subjective beauty.” What does the “this” stand for in the line?

(a) The idea of beauty   (b) Sikkim
(c) Mountains   (d) Himalayaswww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Which proverb resonates the idea of “subjective beauty” given in the first line?
(a) Too many cooks spoil the broth (b) A rolling stone gathers no moss
(c) Beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder (d) All that glitters is not gold

(iii) Kanchenghunga ranks ________ in the world as the highest peak.
(a) 2nd  (b) 3rd               (c) 1st                 (d) 4th

(iv) What makes Sikkim such a unique place is the _________?
(a) Food                      (b) Flora and Fauna
(c) Elevation and geography (d) People

(v) Sikkim shares it southern border with :
(a) Nepal                    (b) Tibet             (c) China             (d) West Bengal

(vi) Acclimatisation is much tougher in Sikkim than elsewhere probably because of:
(a) the climate   (b) the sharp stages involved in climbing
(c) being closer in latitude to the Tropic of Cancer (d) Both (b) and (c)

(vii) The climate of Sikkim ranges between tropical and
(a) temperate climate   (b) Arid climate 
(c) arctic climate   (d) Sub tropical

(viii) Which of these statements is incorrect?
(a) Sikkim lies in a mere 110 kms by 65 kms of mountains, peaks, glaciers, rivers and forests.
(b) Sikkim is about 7000 sq km.
(c) Sikkim is sparsely populated.
(d) Sikkim shares its eastern border with Nepal.

(ix) Choose an appropriate title for the given passage.
(a) Sikkim a study of its history (b) The flora and fauna of Sikkim
(c) Sikkim-why it is so unique (d) Trekkers and Sikkim -  a study

(x) Synonym of unrivalled is
(a) riddled (b) outstanding (c) unfit  (d) unilateral

(xi) Antonym of treasure is
(a) precious (b) rob (c) garbage (d) treat

LITERATURE (20 Marks)
3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 

that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)
A. The old man was just as generous with his confidences as with his porridge and tobacco. The guest was 

informed at once that in his days of prosperity his host had been a crofter at Ramajo Ironworks and had 
worked on the land. Now that he was no longer able to do day labour, it was his cow which supported him. 
Yes, that bossy was extraordinary. She could give milk for the creamery every day, and last month, he had 
received all of thirty kronor in payment.

(i) The old man offered __________to the peddler.
(a) money (b) water (c) porridge and tobacco (d) milk

(ii) The old man who hosted him was worked as a ________.
(a) ironsmith (b) weaver (c) crofter (d) writer

(iii) “that bossy was extraordinary.” Who was extraordinary?
(a) The crofter   (b) The peddler
(c) The crofter’s cow    (d) The crofter’s land ownerwww.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Which word means magnanimous?
(a) Property (b) Labour (c) Extraordinary (d) Generous

B. ‘‘A fisherman perhaps,’’ Sadao said, ‘‘washed from his boat.’’ He ran quickly down the steps and behind him 
Hana came, her wide sleeves flying. A mile or two away on either side there were fishing villages, but here 
was only the bare and lonely coast, dangerous with rocks. The surf beyond the beach was spiked with rocks. 
Somehow the man had managed to come through them — he must be badly torn.

(i) Who was the “him”?
(a) A fisherman (b) A fellow Japanese (c) A wounded american (d) None of these

(ii) What was the beach like where they found the washed up stranger?
(a) Busy with villagers              (b) Crowded with fishermen   
(c) Bare and lonely             (d) Calm and surrounded by trees

(iii) Why did they assumed “he must be badly torn”?
(a) because he was shot
(b) because he came through the surf spiked with rocks
(c) because he said it out loud
(d) because his clothes were torn

(iv) How did Hana react to seeing the stranger washed up on the beach?
(a) She ran in the opposite direction seeing the stranger.
(b) She was curious and went to the look at the stranger first.
(c) She followed her husband who ran quickly to the stranger.
(d) She didn’t make a single move.

C. The news of Gandhi’s advent and of the nature of his mission spread quickly through Muzzafarpur and 
to Champaran. Sharecroppers from Champaran began arriving on foot and by conveyance to see their 
Champion. Muzzafarpur lawyers called on Gandhi to brief him; they frequently represented peasant groups 
in court; they told him about their cases and reported the size of their fee.

(i) What was the news at Muzzafarpur ?
(a) The news of Gandhi’s advent and of the nature of his mission was the news at Muzzafarpur.
(b) That Shukla brought Gandhi to Champaran.
(c) That the sharecroppers were meeting Gandhi .
(d) Muzzafarpur lawyers were meeting Gandhi.

(ii) Who was the Champion the sharecroppers came to meet?
(a) Lawyers of Muzzafarpur                    (b) The villagers of Champaran
(c) Gandhi                                      (d) The police

(iii) Who represented the peasant groups in court?
(a) Gandhi              (b) Lawyers of Champaran 
(c) Lawyers of Muzzafarpur  (d) Kasturba 

(iv) What was the main crop these sharecroppers grew?
(a) Corn (b) Wheat (c) Indigo (d) Rice

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. … saw my mother,
beside me,
doze, open mouthed, her face
ashen like that
of a corpse and realized with pain
that she was as old as she
looked but soon
put that thought away, ….www.jeebooks.in
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(i) What did the poet realize?
(a) That she is getting old. (b) That she has to leave her mother soon.
(c) That her mother is getting old. (d) That her mother will no longer live with her.

(ii) What are word/words that the poet used to describe her mother to a corpse?
(a) beside  me (b) doze (c) her face ashen (d) looked away

(iii) The realization was painful for the poet because:
(a) her mother was getting old and there was nothing she could do about it
(b) her mother refused to stay with her
(c) she was leaving her mother behind and going away
(d) she was seeing her mother for the last time

(iv) Name the figure of speech used in these line “like that of a corpse”.
(a) Metaphor (b) Simile (c) Personification (d) Allegory

OR
B. Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways

Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all,
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
From our dark spirits.

(i) Name the poem.
(a) Keeping Quiet                 (b) Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
(c) A Thing of Beauty              (d) An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum

(ii) What saves us from our dark spirits?
(a) Our over-darkened ways           (b) Our greed for unhealthy things
(c) Some shape of beauty             (d) Search for mysterious things

(iii) The tone of the given lines is
(a) dark and depressing              (b) resentful
(c) bright and happy                     (d) saddened but hopeful

(iv) What does pall mean here?
(a) pale                (b) colour              (c) shadow              (d) pain           

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)
(i) Saheb and Mukesh are examples of 

(a) rags to riches stories                (b) lives trapped in the vicious cycle of poverty
(c) dreams coming true with dedication (d) lives living freely and casually

(ii) “I imagined I would bob to the surface like a cork” Where did this incident happen?
(a) At the beach   (b) YMCA pool           (c) Lake Wentworth   (d) In the river

(iii) ‘See you soon, Amma.’ Who said these lines?
(a) Adrienne Rich   (b) John Keats          (c) Kamala Das         (d) Pablo Neruda

(iv) M Hamel had put on his beautiful green coat, frilled shirt and an embroidered black silk cap that he 
normally wore only on
(a) His birthday        (b) First day of school
(c) inspection and prize days at school          (d) Public events

(v) “Women were wearing fancy cut sleeves, long skirts and high-buttoned shoes.” Who witnessed this?
(a) Sam  (b) Charley                 (c) The peddler (d) The crofter

(vi) Which poet talks about pictures and maps in the classroom being meaningless?
(a) Stephen Spender (b) Kamala Das (c) Pablo Neruda         (d) John Keatswww.jeebooks.in
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(vii) Edla Willmansson’s compassion and understanding brought about a transformation in ______.
(a) Mukesh               (b) Sadao           (c) The peddler            (d) Evans

(viii) The expression  “Guten Gluck” in German means
(a) Good morning  (b) Good luck (c) Good Night (d) Goodbye

(ix) One of the themes addressed in Aunt Jennifer’s Tiger is
(a) depression (b) lost childhood             (c) male chauvinism (d) world peace

(x) Derek was  _________ years old.
(a) 13            (b) 14            (c) 15         (d) 16

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Amrit, the Sports President of St. Rivers Public School, Chandigarh. Write a notice to be put up on 

the school notice board informing the students about the inter-school volleyball match. Give all necessary 
details of the match to be played.

OR
B. You are Sakshi, interested in purchasing a used/old flat. Draft an advertisement in not more than 50 words 

to be published in the classified column of a local daily giving the details of your requirement. Your contact 
number is 9012341234.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are the Secretary of the Ritz Students’ Association, St. Peters School, Nainital. The 20th Alumni Meet 

will be held on Sunday, the 28th Sept. 20XX at 8.00 p.m. at Plaza Hotel. Write invitation letter to all the old 
students of the school to attend the meet.

OR
B. Write a letter of reply expressing your regret at not being unable to attend a wedding anniversary party 

thrown by your colleague Mr and Mrs Pillai.
8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You had been to a tourist spot and were disappointed at the way the place was being maintained. Write a 

letter in 120-150 words to the editor of a newspaper on how places of tourist interest should be made tourist 
friendly. You are Soumya, 48, Agnes Road, Cochin.

OR
B. You see a classified advertisement in the newspaper inviting applications for the post of a Senior Manager 

in a reputed MNC. Write a letter with bio-data in about 120-150 words to the HR Manager, Apex Solutions, 
Noida, applying for the post advertised. You are Srikant from 22/B Gupta Colony, Laxmi Nagar, New Delhi.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Recently there was a handloom exhibition fair held in your town. Write a report in about 120-150 words 

describing how the 7 days event became a good platform for many independent and local artists and 
handicrafts people.

OR
B. On the occasion of International Museum Day, write an article, in about 120-150 words, to be published 

in a magazine, on the role of museums in preserving history and heritage. Also mention how students can 
benefit from visiting museums. www.jeebooks.in



English Core 159

LITERATURE (24 Marks)
10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)

(i) What made the lieutenant-governor drop the case against Gandhiji?
(ii) Why did Edla still entertain the peddler even after she knew the truth about him?
(iii) What promise did the author make with Saheb? Why had she to feel small?
(iv) How does Kamala Das try to put away the thoughts of her ageing mother ?
(v) How were the parents and M.Hamel responsible for the children’s neglect of the French language?
(vi) Why does Aunt Jennifer create animals that are so different from her own character ?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) How does Mr Lamb react when Derry enters his garden?
(ii) What do you infer from Sam’s letter to Charley?
(iii) Why did the servants leave Dr Sadao’s house?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Do the poor have the right to dream? Why does the author call Mukesh’s dream ‘a mirage’?

OR
B. Why did the crofter repose confidence in the peddler? How did the peddler betray that and with what 

consequences?
13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. How far was Stephens helpful for Evans’ escape?

OR
B. Write in brief the character-sketch of General Takima.

www.jeebooks.in
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1. (i) (b) It lack depth in explaining between I, You 
and other people
(ii) (c) slaves with different languages could 
communicate with one another
(iii) (b) Creoles
(iv) (a) The language has been created since 1979.
(v) (b) they incorporated the same grammatical 
system found in spoken languages
(vi) (c) the signs were used differently, and there was 
no consistent grammar.
(vii) (b) Children
(viii) (b) grammar
(ix) (c) How linguistics can trace the origin of 
modern languages
(x) (d) Deduce
(xi) (a) inherent

2. (i) (b) Sikkim
(ii) (c) Beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder
(iii) (b) 3rd
(iv) (c) Elevation and geography
(v) (d) West Bengal
(vi) (d) both (b) and (c)
(vii) (c) arctic climate
(viii) (d) Sikkim shares its eastern border with Nepal.
(ix) (c) Sikkim-why it is so unique
(x) (d) unilateral
(xi) (c) garbage

3. A. (i) (c) porridge and tobacco
(ii) (c) crofter
(iii) (c) The crofter’s cow 
(iv) (c) extraordinary

B. (i) (c) A wounded american
(ii) (c) Bare and lonely
(iii) (b) Because he came through the surf spiked 
with rocks
(iv) (c) She followed her husband who ran quickly to 
the stranger.

C. (i) (a) The news of Gandhi’s advent and of the 
nature of his mission was the news at Muzzafarpur.
(ii) (c) Gandhi
(iii) (c) Lawyers of Muzzafarpur 
(iv) (c) Indigo

4. A. (i) (c) That her mother is getting old.
(ii) (c) Her face ashen
(iii) (a) her mother was getting old and there was 
nothing she could do about it
(iv) (b) Simile

B. (i) (d) An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
(ii) (c) Some shape of beauty
(iii) (d) saddened but hopeful
(iv) (d) pain

5. (i) (b) lives trapped in the vicious cycle of poverty
(ii) (b) YMCA pool
(iii) (c) Kamala Das
(iv) (c) inspection and prize days at school
(v) (b) Charley
(vi) (a) Stephen Spender
(vii) (c) The peddler
(viii) (b) Good luck
(ix) (c) male chauvinism
(x) (b) 14

6.A. St. RIVERS PUBLIC SCHOOL
10 Aug. 20XX

NOTICE

The students will feel glad to know that our volleyball team has reached the final of inter-school volleyball 
championship. The final match against St. John School Ludhiana will be played tomorrow, i.e., 11 Aug. 
20XX at 1 p.m. at our school ground. Please do come, cheer up the team and boost their morale.

Amrit

Sports President

SOLUTIONS
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7.A. Ritz Students’ Association
St. Peters School
Nainital
Dear Alumna/Alumnus,
Sub: 20th Alumni Meet
The 20th Alumni Meet of St. Peters School, Nainital will be held on Sunday, the 28th Sept. 20XX at 8 
p.m. at The Plaza Hotel Ajmer. Old students, along with their spouses will be our guests of honour.
Kindly assemble at 8.00 p.m. in the banquet hall for a get-together, dance and dinner party.
Please confirm your seats by sending ₹ 700 to the undersigned.
Meenakshi K.
Secretary

8.A. 48, Agnes Road
Cochin
21st March, 20××
The Editor
The Daily Mirror
Sir/Madam,
Subject : Suggestions to Make Tourist Spots Appealing
Through the columns of your esteemed daily, I would like to draw the attention of the concerned 
authority as well as the general public towards lack of maintenance of tourist spots.
My recent experience at a popular tourist spot close to where I live has left me extremely disappointed 
and I couldn’t help but wonder at the way the place was being maintained.
I was saddened to see the place littered with garbage, empty bottles and wrappers of eatables, entry 
ticket etc. but no one to clean it.This is the result of the callous attitude of the people visiting the 
tourists spots and their complete disregard for the rules laid down by the authorities. In addition to that 
caretakers fail to take proper care of the place, which leads to its gradual ruination. Tourist spots, lying 
in utter neglect are an eye sore and create a negative impression on tourists.
It also puts our country in bad light further leading to its negative publicity. The authorities should 
take strict action against those caught littering, breaking the rules or causing any kind of damage to 
the tourist spots. Residents living in the surrounding areas, with the help of volunteers, should start 
cleanliness drives and also encourage others to take the initiative.
I hope, I have been able to highlight the problem in this letter and that the suggested solutions will help 
bring about some positive changes.
Thank you
Yours sincerely
Soumya

9. B. Role of Museums  
 by ABC
There are a variety of museums all over the world. For 
instance, Madame Tussauds, the wax museum, is a 
famous tourist attraction in London. Louvre’s world’s 
largest museum is situated in France and is historic 
monument of the country. In India, National Museum, 
Delhi, Salar Jung Museum, Hyderabad, Albert Hall, 
Jaipur, Shankar’s International Dolls Museum, National 
Rail Museum, Gandhi Museum, etc. all are noteworthy 
establishments, which attract tourists from far and 
wide. They all may be different from each other, but 
each of them have one thing in common, they never 
cease to amaze us.

One may find visit to the museum less fun and interesting 
then a visit to the amusement park or to the movie 
theatre. However, Museums are cultural institutions of 
a country and a great source of knowledge. Museums 
bring together history of ages and preserve it for our 
benefit and the generations to come. It is only because 
of the museums that we are able to view and study the 
artefacts and exhibits of rare and historic value. Many 
consider museums valuable because they provide first-
hand information. This is why, in many countries, visit 
to the museum is a part of their informal education. 
Students after all cannot always rely on bookish 
knowledge. They need to be exposed to the history to www.jeebooks.in
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which they belong. This is the only way students learn 
and develop pride in their cultural heritage.
10. (i) Thousands of peasants came in support of 
Gandhiji. The authorities felt that they could not 
control them and the condition of law and order could 
deteriorate. The pressure of the peasants was increasing. 
On the other hand, Gandhiji refused to have any bail. 
Therefore the lieutenant-general dropped the case 
against Gandhiji.
(ii) Edla did not think it proper on their part to chase 
away a human being whom they had asked to come to 
their house and had promised him Christmas cheer. 
She understood the reality of the peddler’s life and 
wanted him to enjoy a day of peace with them. Hence, 
she still entertained the peddler even after knowing the 
truth about him.
(iii) Saheb used to roam here and there. The author 
advised him to go to school. But he said that there was 
no school in the neighbourhood. At this the author 
said that she would start school. But she had made 
this promise half-jokingly and was not at all serious 
about it. After a few days Saheb came to her to ask if 
her school was ready. She had to feel small. She never 
wanted to start a school. She said that promises like 
hers are frequently made but hardly ever kept.
(iv) When the poet sees her ageing mother, she 
becomes full of pain and agony. She thinks that her 
mother might not live long. To put away the thoughts of 
her ageing mother, the poet starts looking out of the car. 
She starts looking at the children rushing out of their 
homes and the trees that appear to be sprinting.
(v) Not only the children themselves but also 
their parents and M.Hamel were to some extent 
responsible for the children’s neglect of the French 
language. The parents would send their children 
to work on a farm or at a mill so that they could get 
some extra money. M. Hamel would often ask them 
to water his plants instead of teaching them. And 
when he wanted to go fishing, he would give them a 
holiday. 
11. (i) Mr Lamb welcomes Derry in his garden. He only 
asks him to mind crab apples lest he should trip. When 
Derry wants to run away from there Mr Lamb says that 
he need not go. Everyone is welcomed to come in his 
garden.
(ii) Sam’s letter to Charley proves that Sam has found 
and reached the third level. He is staying there in 
Galesburg since last two weeks and watching various 
activities and explains to Charley. He invites both 
Charley and his wife Louisa and motivates them to 
continue their search of the third level. So, we can 

say that Sam was also a victim of worldly worries and 
seeking the escapement, like Charley.
12. A. Yes, the poor too have the right to dream. 
Mukesh, for instance, dreams of becoming a motor 
mechanic and he shows great determination and 
passion for his dream. He is willing to walk the long 
distance from home to garage every day in order to train 
as a mechanic. Yet there are some reasons which may 
create hindrances in his path towards his goal. Mukesh 
belongs to the marginalised section of the society, 
which is always caught in a vicious circle of poverty 
and exploitation by the sahukars, the middle men, the 
policemen, the keepers of law, the bureaucrats and the 
politicians. His family is content in their present living 
condition, no matter how grim the situation be. 
On one hand Mukesh dislikes the profession of 
bangle making on the other, his family thinks it is his 
(and their) destiny to be born in the family of bangle 
makers. They have been making bangles generation 
after generation and have known or seen nothing other 
than bangles. There is no will or aspiration, let alone 
inspiration, left in the families living in Firozabad, to 
break free from their current situation. They cannot 
organise themselves in cooperatives in order to raise 
their issues because it is them who would have to face 
the atrocities of the police. Moreover, there is the stigma 
related to their caste always lingering most in opportune 
time. Therefore, Mukesh neither has his family support 
nor does he have financial backing. Anees Jung calls 
Mukesh’s dream a mirage because the baggage of his 
lineage has already been imposed on him. Although 
she is hopeful that since Mukesh has dared to dream 
something different he might achieve it, she also fears 
that his dream is too good to be true.
13. B. Stephens was a newly recruited officer in the 
prison. He was very particular about showing his 
“efficiency” in front of the higher authorities. He 
was especially glad that he was in charge of Evans’ 
examination. However he forget that to handle a 
criminal like Evans, could be risky for a novice like him. 
Evans complained of Stephens’ breathing and got him 
naturally out of the cell. Once out of the cell, Stephens 
kept peeping into the cell but soon fed up with.
To show that he was very confident and efficient, he left 
the cell door to come after short intervals. The short 
intervals soon became longer and very longer giving 
time for Evans to dress himself up inside the cell. 
Stephens was taken to the highest joy when he received 
the fake call from the Governor to take the invigilator 
out of the prison. He in his pride took the invigilator 
out of the prison and made way for Evans’ escape in a 
wonderful way.www.jeebooks.in
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Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-12, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) Subhas Chandra Bose fulfilled a promise to his father that he would sit for the Indian Civil Service examination 

in London. He secured the fourth position in 1920 but then went on to fulfill his own wish. He resigned 
from the coveted service the following year, saying “only on the soil of sacrifice and suffering can we raise 
our national edifice”. Returning to India, he plunged into the national struggle and by 1923, was secretary 
of the Bengal State Congress and President of All India Youth Congress.

(2) By 1927, he emerged, along with Jawaharlal Nehru, as leader of the new youth movement, which came into 
its own by playing a major role in the anti-Simon Commission agitation which swept India that year. He was 
also the chief organizer of the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress (INC) in December 1928, 
which demanded that the goal of the congress be changed to ‘Purna Swaraj’ or ‘Complete Independence’.

(3) Imprisonment in the Civil Disobedience movement followed by bad health in 1932 took him to Europe 
where he observed European politics, particularly Fascism under Mussolini and Communism in the Soviet 
Union. He was impressed by both and believed that authoritarian rule was essential for achieving radical 
social goals.

(4) In fact, it is in this period that political views of Nehru and Bose began to diverge sharply, especially on 
the issue of Fascism and Nazism. Nehru was so vehemently opposed to Fascism that he refused to meet 
Mussolini even when the latter sought him out, whereas Bose not only met Mussolini but was impressed 
by him. Nehru was sharply critical of the growing danger to the world from the rise of Hitler. Bose, on the 
other hand, never expressed that kind of aversion to Fascism, and was quite willing to seek the support of 
Germany and later Japan against Britain. However, he was not happy with the German attack on Soviet 
Union in 1941, and that was one reason why he left Germany for Japan in 1943. For Bose, Socialism and 
Fascism were not polar opposites, as they were for Nehru.

(5) In 1938, Bose was unanimously elected, with the full support of Gandhiji, as Congress president for the 
Haripura session. But the next year, he decided to stand again, this time as a representative of militant and 
radical groups. An election ensued which Bose won by 1,580 to 1,377 votes, but the battle lines were drawn. 
The challenge he threw by calling Gandhian leaders rightists who were working for a compromise with the 
British government was answered by 12 members of the working committee resigning and asking Bose 
to choose his own committee. Nehru did not resign with other members but he was unhappy with Bose’s 
casting of aspersions on senior leaders. He tried his best to mediate and persuade Bose not to resign.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-13Subject Code : 301
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(6) The crisis came to a head at Tripuri in March 1939, with Bose refusing to nominate a new working Committee 
and ultimately resigning. The clash was of policy and tactics.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Subhas Chandra Bose ranked ______in  the Indian Civil Service examination in London.
(a) first   (b) fourth  (c) third  (d) fifth 

(ii) Subhas Chandra Bose was secretary of the _________ .
(a) All India Youth Congress  (b) Central India Youth Congress
(c) Bengal State Congress  (d) Both (a) and (c)

(iii) Anti-Simon Commission agitation happened in the year:
(a) 1920  (b) 1923  (c) 1927  (d) 1928

(iv) Subhas Chandra Bose was imprisoned in the Civil Disobedience Movement in _________ .
(a) 1928  (b) 1930  (c) 1932  (d) 1934

(v) Purna Swaraj means:
(a) Independence   (b) Complete Independence 
(c) Freedom   (d) Freedom movement

(vi) Subhas Chandra Bose picked Japan over Germany for help because
(a) Germany refused to meet him (b) Germany attacked India
(c) Germany attacked Soviet Union (d) Germany attacked Japan

(vii) Nehru had an aversion to _________ .
(a) Socialism  (b) Facism (c) Communism  (d) Congress

(viii) Congress president for Haripura session was __________ .
(a) Bose  (b) Gandhi ji  (c) Nehru  (d) Mohan singh

(ix) Which of these statements is false?
(a) Bose went to Europe in 1932.
(b) Nehru refused to meet Mussolini.
(c) For Bose Socialism and Facism were different things.
(d) Bose resigned as congress president in 1939.

(x) Synonym of vehemently is
(a) Veteran  (b) passionately  (c) rapidly  (d) Morbidly

(xi) Which word in para 3 means despotic?
(a) Essential  (b) Politics  (c) Authoritarian  (d) Rule

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) In the summer of 1967, when I was 10 years old, my father caved into my persistent pleas and took me to 

get my own dog. Together we drove in the family station wagon far into the Michigan countryside to a farm 
run by a rough-hewn woman and her ancient mother. The farm produced just one commodity-dogs. Dogs 
of every imaginable size and shape and age and temperament. They had only two things in common : each 
was a mongrel of unknown and distinct ancestry, and each was free to a good home.

(2) I quickly decided the older dogs were somebody else’s charity case. I immediately raced to the puppy 
cage.“You want to pick one that’s not timid,” my father coached. “Try rattling the cage and see which ones 
aren’t afraid.”

(3) I grabbed the chain-link gate and yanked on it with a loud clang. The dozen or so puppies reeled backward, 
collapsing on top of one another in a squiggling heap of fur. Just one remained. He was gold with a white 
blaze on his chest, and he charged at the gate, yapping fearlessly. He jumped up and excitedly licked my 
fingers through the fencing. It was love at first sight.www.jeebooks.in
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(4) I brought him home in a cardboard box and named him Shaun. He was one of those dogs that gives dogs a 
good name. He effortlessly mastered every command I taught him and was naturally well behaved. I could 
drop a crust on the floor and he would not touch it until I gave the okay.

(5) Relatives would visit for the weekend and returned home determined to buy a dog of their own, so 
impressed were they with Shaun-or “Saint Shaun”, as I came to call him. Born with the curse of an uncertain 
lineage, he was one of the tens of thousands of unwanted dogs in America. Yet by some stroke of almost 
providential good fortune, he became wanted. He came into my life and I into his-and in the process, he 
gave me the childhood every kid deserves.

(6) The love affair lasted fourteen years, and by the time he died I was no longer the little boy who had brought 
him along on that summer day. I was a man, out of college and working across the state in my first real job. 
Saint Shaun had stayed behind when I moved on. It was where he belonged. My parents, by then retired, 
called to break the news to me. My mother would later tell me, “In fifty years of marriage, I’ve only seen 
your father cry twice. The first time was when we lost Mary Ann”–my sister, who was stillborn. “The second 
time was the day Shaun died.”

 Saint Shaun of my childhood. He was a perfect dog. At least that’s how I will always remember him. It was 
Shaun who set the standard by which I would judge all other dogs to come. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) How old was the narrator when he got a dog?
(a) 5 years  (b) 10 years  (c) 11 years  (d) 12 years

(ii) What advice did the narrator’s father had for picking a pet?
(a) That he should pick a healthy one. (b) That he should pick a small one.
(c) That he should pick a fearless one. (d) That he should pick a big one.

(iii) What color was the dog’s fur?
(a) Golden     (b) White 
(c) Golden with a white blaze on his chest (d) Brown

(iv) Shaun was  a well behaved dog because _________.
(a) He was fearless.   (b) He wouldn’t eat a crumb until given the orders.
(c) He would jump around happily. (d) He would lick his owner’s fingers.

(v) “Yet by some stroke of almost providential good fortune, he became wanted” What does the narrator mean 
by “providential good fortune”?
(a) Self made good luck
(b) Good luck provided by someone else
(c) Heaven-sent good luck
(d) Little luck

(vi) Shuan was with the narrator for ________years.
(a) 10  (b) 13   (c) 14  (d) 12 

(vii) Mary Ann was the narrator’s ________.
(a) aunt  (b) sibling (c) pet  (d) mother

(viii) Which of these statements is false?
(a) Shaun was the narrator’s first pick.
(b) Shaun’s fur was white in color.
(c) The narrator’s father cried only twice in his lifetime.
(d) Shaun was not with the narrator when he passed away.www.jeebooks.in
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(ix) Choose an appropriate title for the given passage.
(a) I love my pet    (b) How I got my first dog
(c) How I met Shaun-love at first sight (d) How I lost Shaun

(x) Synonym of ancestry is
(a) Lineage  (b) Recess  (c) Tapestry  (d) Ancient

(xi) Antonym of effortless is
(a) Easy  (b) Smooth  (c) Onerous  (d) Plight

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. A report came in that a peasant had been maltreated in a nearby village. Gandhi decided to go and see; 
the next morning he started out on the back of an elephant. He had not proceeded far when the police 
superintendent’s messenger overtook him and ordered him to return to town in his carriage. Gandhi 
complied. The messenger drove Gandhi home where he served him with an official notice to quit Champaran 
immediately. Gandhi signed a receipt for the notice and wrote on it that he would disobey the order.
The consequence, Gandhi received a summons of appear in court the next day.

(i) What was in the report?
The report read that
(a) Gandhi was coming to the village
(b) A peasant had been maltreated in a nearby village
(c) A peasant was charged with false accusations
(d) Gandhi went to the police

(ii) Who ordered Gandhi to return to town in his carriage?
(a) Police   (b) Villagers 
(c) Police superintendent  (d) Superintendent’s Messenger

(iii) What did Gandhi do with the legal notice?
(a) He signed the receipt and went home.
(b) He handed the receipt refusing to sign it.
(c) He signed the receipt writing on it that he will disobey the order.
(d) He agreed to the follow the order of the law.

(iv) The word summon means is
(a) Happy   (b) Command  (c) Request  (d) Receipt

B. “It takes longer to build a school,” I say, embarrassed at having made a promise that was not meant. But 
promises like mine abound in every comer of his bleak world. After months of knowing him, I ask him his 
name. “Saheb- e-Alam”, he announces. He does not know what it means. If he knew its meaning lord of the 
universe he would have a hard time believing it. 

(i) The narrator was embarrassed because
(a) she was asked a personal question
(b) she made a promise that was not meant 
(c) she took money from the kid
(d) she did not understand the conversation

(ii) What was the meaning of “Saheb-e-Alam”?
(a) Boss    (b) The king 
(c) The lord of the universe   (d) The princewww.jeebooks.in
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(iii) Who wanted to go to school?
(a) The author  (b) Saheb  (c) Saheb’s friends    (d) No one

(iv) Which word in the lines mean flustered?
(a) Bleak  (b) Meaning   (c) Embarrassed  (d) Believing

C. The experience had a deep meaning for me, as only those who have known stark terror and conquered it 
can appreciate. In death there is peace. There is terror only in the fear of death, as Roosevelt knew when he 
said, “All we have to fear is fear itself.” Because I had experienced both the sensation of dying and the terror 
that fear of it can produce, the will to live somehow grew in intensity.
At last I felt released free to walk the trails and climb the peaks and to brush aside fear.

(i) What is the “stark terror” mentioned here for Douglas?
(a) His fear of water      (b) His struggle with swimming
(c) His fear of wide open spaces  (d) His fear of losing his limbs

(ii) Where did Douglas experienced the sensation of dying?
(a) At a lake    (b) In the beach with his father
(c) At the YCMA pool   (d) While jumping down a cliff

(iii) “All we have to fear is fear itself ” who said this line?
(a) Douglas (b) Roosevelt   (c) The Swimming coach  (d) Douglas’ mother

(iv) Which of the words mean path?
(a) Stark  (b) Conquered  (c) Trails    (d) Peaks

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. A. Children, these windows, not this map, their world,
Where all their future’s painted with a fog,
A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky 
Far far from rivers,
capes, and stars of words.

(i) The children referred here are:
(a) All children of the world (b) Children living in slums
(c) Children with bright future (d) Children with rich parents

(ii) How is their life different from that of other children ?
(a) They get to play around instead of going to schools.
(b) Their world is confined to the slum in which they are living.
(c) They get better freedom to do what they want.
(d) Their future looks brighter than other children.

(iii) Why is the future of these children ‘painted with a fog ?
(a) Because their future is in washing fogs away
(b) Because their future is painted by their dreams
(c) Because they dream to become an artist 
(d) The future of these children is very dark hence the poet calls it ‘painted with a fog’.

(iv) Why is their sky “lead”?
(a) It means their dreams are sealed with little to no escape.
(b) It means the children see the color of the sky as lead.
(c) It means the sky is poisonous.
(d) It means the author wants lead sky for the children.www.jeebooks.in
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(B) Those who prepare green wars,
wars with gas, wars with fire,
victory with no survivors,
would put on clean clothes
and walk about with their brothers –
in the shade, doing nothing.

(i) Name of the poet.
(a) John Keats (b) Kamala Das  (c) Pablo Neruda (d) Adrienne Rich

(ii) What does the poet mean by green wars ?
(a) War against people wearing the green uniform (b) War against greed
(c) War against the environment. (d) War against jealousy

(iii) “victory with no survivors” means
(a) Celebration of war   (b) The war won with a lot of gain
(c) War won with loss from both sides (d) War won with the help of soldiers

(iv) What does the poet want from the lovers of the war ?
(a) He wants them to pick up more fights.
(b) He wants them to start a new war.
(c) He wants them to wear clean clothes and walk leisurely with their brothers.
(d) He wants them to engage in futile wars amongst themselves.

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) According to Neruda the people who destroy forests _________.
(a) wage a war against their own coming generations.
(b) are doing the future generations a great favour
(c) are kind people
(d) are those who observe total inactivity

(ii) The name under which the peddler signed himself as :
(a) Captain Nils Olof   (b) Ramjso 
(c) Captain von Stahle.     (d) None of these

(iii) Franz didn’t want to go to school that morning because
(a) He knew it was the last day of M. Hamel
(b) M. Hamel was to question the students on participles and Franz knew nothing 
(c) M. Hamel was going to give them extra home work
(d) All the villagers were celebrating French’s victory

(iv) Sam had bought old style currency worth _________.
(a) 80 dollars (b) 90 dollars  (c) 800 dollars (d) 900 dollars

(v) Aunt Jennifer is a timid and terrified old woman while her tigers are
(a) Wild and ferocious   (b) Strong and healthy 
(c) Courageous and chivalrous (d) Plain and boring

(vi) Evans’ cell was thoroughly checked by 
(a) The governor      (b) Jackson  (c) McLeery      (d) The German teacher

(vii) Douglas was inspired by a quote by 
(a) Mahatma Gandhi    (b) His mother
(c) Roosevelt    (d) His swimming coachwww.jeebooks.in
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(viii) According to John Keats, who are the “mighty dead”?
(a) Those who fell into great tragedies of nature.
(b) Those who lost at big battles of war.
(c) Those who sacrificed their lives for a noble cause.
(d) Those who have lost loved ones.

(ix) How were the children in the elementary school classroom like?
(a) Happy and bright   (b) Healthy and ambitious
(c) Weak and thin     (d) Fat and lazy

(x) The capital of Champaram is _________.
(a) Motihari  (b) Muzzafarpur  (c) Trihut  (d) None of these

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You want to rent out your newly constructed flat in the heart of the city. Draft an advertisement in not more 
than 50 words to be published in ‘The Hyderabad Times’, Hyderabad under classified columns. Give all the 
necessary details. You are Neeta/ Neel from Jayanagar, Hyderabad.

OR

B. As headmaster of St. George’s High School, Patna , draft notice in not more than 50 words informing 
students of the change in school timings with effect from the 1st of October. State valid reasons for the 
change.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. Your sister Nisha is going to marry Akhilesh (S/o Mr & Mrs SM. Sharma, Raipur) Your father Mr K. Harkit 
has planned to hold the wedding at Hotel Meridian, New Delhi on 25 May 20XX at 8 p.m. Write a formal 
invitation on behalf of Mr & Mrs K. Harkit inviting guests to the auspicious occasion. Give other details. 
Do not exceed 50 words.

OR

B. Write a formal reply to Mrs. and Mr. Jain  accepting the invitation to attend the birthday of their son Raj. 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Sudhir Gupta write a letter to HP cookware company asking them about a scheme you read on 
Jaagran newspaper.

OR

B. You are Harsh from 23/A Kailash Colony, New Delhi. Write a letter to the Times of India encouraging 
people to take interest in organic farming.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Write an article on the pressure that students face today. Talk about how parents can play an important role 
in saving their mental health in 120-150 words;

OR

B. There has been a horrific fire incident in your neighbourhood. Write a report for the local newspaper 
describing the incident in 120-150 words.www.jeebooks.in



172 Class 12

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) Why can’t the bangle makers organise themselves into a co-operative?
(ii) What made the peddler finally change his ways?
(iii) What did the landlords do when they know that Germany had developed synthetic indigo?
(iv) How did M Hamel end his last day teaching French?
(v) What is the underlying message in, ‘A Thing of Beauty’?
(vi) What deep meaning did his experience at the YMCA pool have for Douglas?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i)   Why does Jo insist that her father should tell her the story with a different ending?
(ii) What would Stephens see whenever he peeped from the peephole?
(iii) How did Dr Sadao take bullet out of the body of the American soldier?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. ‘Lost Spring’ explains the grinding poverty and traditions that condemn thousands of people to a life of 
abject poverty. Do you agree? Why/Why not?

OR

B. Everybody during the last lesson is filled with regret. Comment.

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. How did Dr. Sadao ensure that the American soldier left his house but he himself remained safe and secure?

OR

B. How did Mr Lamb’s meeting with Derry become a turning point in Derry’s life?
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1. (i) (b) fourth 
(ii) (d) Both (a) and (c)
(iii) (c) 1927
(iv) (c) 1932 
(v) (b) Complete Independence
(vi) (c) Germany attacked Soviet Union
(vii) (b) Facism
(viii) (a) Bose 
(ix) (c) For Bose Socialism and Facism were different 
things.
(x) (b) passionately 
(xi) (c) Authoritarian 

2. (i) (b) 10 years 
(ii) (c) That he should pick a fearless one.
(iii) (c) Golden with a white blaze on his chest
(iv) (c) He would jump around happily.
(v) (c) Heaven-sent good luck
(vi) (c) 14 
(vii) (b) sibling
(viii) (b) Shaun’s fur was white in color.
(ix) (c) How I met Shaun-love at first sight
(x) (a) Lineage
(xi) (c) Onerous

3. (i) (b) A peasant had been maltreated in a nearby 
village
(ii) (d) Superintendant’s Messenger
(iii) (c) He signed the receipt writing on it that he will 
disobey the order.
(iv) (b) Command

B. (i) (b) she made a promise that was not meant 
(ii) (c) The lord of the universe  

(iii) (b) Saheb 
(iv) (c) Embarrassed 

C. (i) (a) His fear of water
(ii) (b) In the beach with his father
(iii) (b) Roosevelt
(iv) (c) Trails

4. A. (i) (b) Children living in slums
(ii) (b) Their world is confined to the slum in which 
they are living.
(iii) (d) The future of these children is very dark hence 
the poet calls it ‘painted with a fog’.
(iv) (a) It means their dreams are sealed with little to 
no escape.

B. (i) (c) Pablo Neruda
(ii) (c) War against the environment.
(iii) (c) War won with loss from both sides
(iv) (c) He wants them to wear clean clothes and walk 
leisurely with their brothers.

5. (i) (a) wage a war against their own coming 
generations.
(ii) (c) Captain von Stahle.
(iii) (b) M. Hamel was to question the students on 
participles and Franz knew nothing 
(iv) (c) 800 dollars
(v) (c) courageous and chivalrous
(vi) (b) Jackson 
(vii) (c) Roosevelt 
(viii) (c) Those who sacrificed their lives for a noble 
cause.
(ix) (c) Weak and thin
(x) (a) Motihari 

SOLUTIONS

6.A. Available For Rent
Newly constructed flat on M.G. Road with 24 hours water and electricity back-up facility. Has two 
bedrooms with attached bathrooms, one huge drawing-cum-dining. Expected rent is 24,000 p.m. 
Company lease only. Contact: Neeta, Jayanagar, Hyderabad

7.B. 12th January,20XX
Mrs. and Mr. Panday  thank Mrs. and Mr. Jain for inviting them on the occasion of the 5th birthday of 
their son, Raj on Monday, 28th January, 20XX at Star Hotel and inform them that they will be glad to 
attend the function.
Best wishes
Pandayswww.jeebooks.in
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8.A. Park Lane,
Kolkata,
February 25,
HP Cookware,
Mani Road
Raipur
Subject : Inquiry about the Exchange Scheme
Dear Sir,
I saw your advertisement in Jaagran today, where you have discussed regarding an exchange scheme. 
The scheme is regarding the exchange of old utensils with the new non-sticky cookware. I have some 
old utensils, which I wanted to exchange against the one offered through the exchange scheme.
I request you to kindly explain more about the scheme and all its terms and conditions. Also update 
me if there is a possibility sending and receiving the items through parcel, or the physical presence is 
mandatory.
Thanking You,
Yours Sincerely
Sudhir Gupta

9. A. Mental health of Students  
 by ABC
Worker Most of the students and their parents are under 
constant pressure and usually suffer from high levels 
of stress especially during the time of examinations. 
This does them no good because it is a parents duty to 
reduce stress in their children and help them overcome 
it. Young students should not be left alone to struggle 
in the most difficult and significant period of their life. 
They need to get endless support from their parents. 
Better interaction between students and parents can 
help to settle various problems amicably and create a 
relaxed atmosphere during the time of examination. 
Moreover, parents have to be practical and realistic in 
their expectations.
They should always remain positive and acknowledge 
even the minor achievements of their children. A 
healthy and meaningful parent-ward rapport can help 
a student overcome stress easily. Every parent should 
give their child encouragement and support, especially 
during academically stressful times. Encourage your 
child to aim to do their best and be assured that it is 
the earnest effort they make and not the result that 
matters the most. Students who live in supportive 
environments, develop a range of coping strategies 
and become more resilient.

10. (i) The bangle makers can’t organise themselves 
into co-operative because they have fallen into a 
vicious circle of middlemen who had trapped their 

fathers and forefathers. If they get organised, they are 
beaten and dragged to jail for doing something wrong.
They were cursed with the destiny of making bangles 
all their lives with no hope for escape.
(ii) Edla Willmansson treated the tramp in a friendly 
manner. She was nice and kind to her. She interceded 
on his behalf when her father was about to turn 
him out. She still entertained the peddler even after 
knowing the truth about him. She offered him the suit 
as Christmas present and invited him to spend the next 
Christmas with them. Her love and understanding 
aroused the essential goodness in the peddler and 
finally he changed his ways.
(iii) The landlords came to know that Germany had 
developed synthetic indigo. Now producing natural 
indigo was not profitable for them. But very cunningly 
they hid that fact from the peasants. They instead 
obtained agreements from the sharecroppers to pay ‘ 
them compensation for being released from the 15 per 
cent arrangement.
(iv) M. Hamel stood up in his chair. He looked very 
pale and tall. He wanted to say some parting words, 
but something choked him. Then he wrote “Vive La 
France!” on the blackboard with a piece of chalk. 
Then he stopped. He leaned his head against the wall. 
Without a word, he made a gesture to the students 
with his hand to permit them to go as the school was 
over.
(v) The underlying message of the poem ‘A Thing 
of Beauty’ is that all beautiful things are an eternal www.jeebooks.in
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source of joy and inspiration. We find comfort in the 
beauty of nature despite the vile nature of the world. 
We find motivation from our brave forefathers. It is 
upto us to see and acknowledge the beautiful things 
that surround us and make a happier living.

11. (i) Jo is just a child of four. Her perspective of life is 
different from her father. She does not know about the 
harsh realities of life. According to her, Roger Skunk 
was quite happy to play with her friends. But she 
doesn’t know that the foul smell is the characteristic 
feature of a skunk.
(ii) Whenever Stephens saw through the peephole he 
found that the scene was much or less the same. Evans, 
his pen between his lips, sat staring straight in front 
of him towards the door. And opposite him, McLeery 
seated slightly askew from the table.

12. A. In ‘Lost Spring’ Anees Jung analyses the 
grinding poverty and traditions, which condemn 
thousands of people to a life of abject misery and the 
slumchildren to exploitation. The basis of her analysis 
are the ragpickers of Seemapuri where she meets a 
little boy named Saheb and Mukesh, whose family is 
one of the families who have been the bangle makers 
of Firozabad for generations. Both these children want 
education so that they can either escape their situation
or change it. But, Saheb and Mukesh and others like 

them are caught in the vicious circle of poverty, apathy 
and injustice and are affected by the greed of others. 
This is why, education and healthy and clean living 
conditions are a distant dream for them. Every day, 
they have to face various hardships. Yet, they cannot 
organise themselves into a cooperative due to the fear 
that it might be treated as being illegal. Ultimately, 
slum children like Saheb and Mukesh have to carry 
forward the family occupation or find odd jobs to 
earn a living. In the process, their childhood is the lost 
spring of their life.

13. A. After waiting for several days for the General’s 
private assassins were to come and kill the American 
P.O.W., Dr. Sadao decided to help the latter escape. 
Dr. Sadao arranged for a boat, provided fresh water, 
food, quilts, flashlight, etc. and instructed him to go to 
the nearest deserted island. Dr. Sadao asked the soldier 
to wait there for a Korean fishing boat. He also told 
him to flash the torch light twice as signal in case he 
ran out of food. Dr. Sadao also provided the American 
soldier with Japanese attire and covered his blond 
hair with a black cloth as a part of his disguise. The 
young soldier shook Dr. Sadao’s hand and left without 
a word. One can find universal value of sympathy, 
humanitarian consideration, love for fellow human 
beings and compassion in Dr. Sadao’s actions.
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Indigo
Lost Spring
Deep Water

8

4
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Keeping Quiet

4

5

Keeping Quiet
The Rattrap
The Last Lesson
The Third Level
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Evans Tries An O-Level
Deep Water
A Thing of Beauty
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Indigo

8
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Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5

10
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Lost Spring
The Rattrap
Indigo
The Last Lesson
A Thing of Beauty
Deep Water

10

11
Should Wizard hit Mommy?
Evans Tries An O-Level
The Enemy

4

12
Lost Spring
The Last Lesson 5

13
The Enemy
On the Face of It 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-13, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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LA 

(5 marks)
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Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours   Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)

READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.

(1) The name of Florence Nightingale lives is in the memory of the world by virtue of the lurid and heroic 
adventure of the Crimea. Had she died — as she nearly did — upon her return to England, her reputation 
would hardly have been different; her legend would have come down to us almost as we know it today — that 
gentle vision of female virtue which first took shape before the adoring eyes of the sick soldiers at Scutari. 
Yet, as a matter of fact, she lived for more than half a century after the Crimean War; and during the greater 
part of that long period all the energy and all the devotion of her extraordinary nature were working at 
their highest pitch. What she accomplished in those years of unknown labour could, indeed, hardly have 
been more glorious than her Crimean triumphs; but it was certainly more important. The true history was 
far stranger even than the myth. In Miss Nightingale’s own eyes the adventure of the Crimea was a mere 
incident—scarcely more than a useful stepping-stone in her career. It was the fulcrum with which she hoped 
to move the world; but it was only the fulcrum. For more than a generation she was to sit in secret, working 
her lever: and her real life began at the very moment when, in the popular imagination, it had ended.

(2) She arrived in England in a shattered state of health. The hardships and the ceaseless effort of the last two 
years had undermined her nervous system; her heart was pronounced to be affected; she suffered constantly 
from fainting-fits and terrible attacks of utter physical prostration. The doctors declared that one thing 
alone would save her—a complete and prolonged rest. But that was also the one thing with which she would 
have nothing to do. She had never been in the habit of resting; why should she begin now? Now, when her 
opportunity had come at last; now, when the iron was hot, and it was time to strike? No; she had work to 
do; and, come what might, she would do it. The doctors protested in vain; in vain her family lamented and 
entreated, in vain her friends pointed out to her the madness of such a course. Madness? Mad — possessed— 
perhaps she was. A demoniac frenzy had seized upon her. As she lay upon her sofa, gasping, she devoured 
blue-books, dictated letters, and, in the intervals of her palpitations, cracked her febrile jokes. For months 
at a stretch she never left her bed. For years she was in daily expectation of death. But, she would not rest. 
At this rate, the doctors assured her, even if she did not die, she would become an invalid for life. She could 
not help that; there was the work to be done; and, as for rest, very likely she might rest … when she had 
done it.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-14Subject Code : 301
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(3) Wherever she went, in London or in the country, in the hills of Derbyshire, or among the rhododendrons at 
Embley, she was haunted by a ghost. It was the spectre of Scutari—the hideous vision of the organisation of a 
military hospital. She would lay that phantom, or she would perish. The whole system of the Army Medical 
Department, the education of the Medical Officer, the regulations of hospital procedure … rest? How could 
she rest while these things were as they were, while, if the like necessity were to arise again, the like results 
would follow? And, even in peace and at home, what was the sanitary condition of the Army? The mortality 
in the barracks was, she found, nearly double the mortality in civil life. “You might as well take 1,100 men 
every year out upon Salisbury Plain and shoot them,” she said. After inspecting the hospitals at Chatham, 
she smiled grimly. “Yes, this is one more symptom of the system which, in the Crimea, put to death 16,000 
men.” Scutari had given her knowledge; and it had given her power too: her enormous reputation was at her 
back—an incalculable force. Other work, other duties, might lie before her; but the most urgent, the most 
obvious of all was to look to the health of the Army.

(4) One of her very first steps was to take advantage of the invitation which Queen Victoria had sent her to the 
Crimea, together with the commemorative brooch. Within a few weeks of her return, she visited Balmoral, 
and had several interviews both with the Queen and the Prince Consort. “She put before us,” wrote the 
Prince in his diary, “all the defects of our present military hospital system and the reforms that are needed.”

(5) She related the whole story of her experiences in the East; and, in addition, she managed to have some 
long and confidential talks with His Royal Highness on metaphysics and religion. The impression which 
she created was excellent. “We like her very much,” noted the Prince, “She is very modest.” Her Majesty’s 
comment was different—“Such a head! I wish we had her at the War Office.”

(6) But Miss Nightingale was not at the War Office, and for a very simple reason: she was a woman. Lord Panmure, 
however, was (though indeed the reason for that was not quite so simple); and it was upon Lord Panmure 
that the issue of Miss Nightingale’s efforts for reform must primarily depend. That burly Scottish nobleman 
had not, in spite of his most earnest endeavours, had a very easy time of it as Secretary of State for War. He 
had come into office in the middle of the Sebastopol campaign, and had felt himself very well fitted for the 
position, since he had acquired in former days an inside knowledge of the Army—as a Captain of Hussars.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven 
given below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Florence Nightingale first instinct of kindness began
(a) with the sick soldiers at Scutari  (b) after Crimean war
(c) in England    (d) after her visit to Balmoral

(ii) In what condition did she return to England?
(a) mentally worn out   (b) physically and mentally tired
(c) in a shattered physical state  (d) new zeal for life

(iii) The medical advice given to her for her survival was
(a) trying new physical exercise  (b) absolute and prolonged rest
(c) new medicine    (d) new treatment

(iv) The thing that haunted Florence and made her restless was 
(a) her need to go back to war 
(b) her inability to have an active life
(c) the hideous vision of the organisation of military hospital
(d) the dream of making new laws 

(v) Florence’s main priority in bringing all the changes she wanted was:
(a) to make a political statement  (b) to work again
(c) Army’s health    (d) her own healthwww.jeebooks.in
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(vi) In Balmoral she met _________ .
(a) military officials    (b) Queen and Prince Consort
(c) wounded soldiers   (d) a committee of nurses

(vii) Florence took advantage of the invitation to meet the royal family by:
(a) asking for political support 
(b) asking for funds for her project
(c) showing the defects of the military hospital system
(d) showing the need for new army force

(viii) Florence lived for __________ years after the Crimean war.
(a) Forty  (b) fifty  (c) eighty  (d) twenty

(ix) The impression that Florence left on the queen after their long conversation is that:
(a) She was modest    (b) She was modest and extremely smart
(c) she was kind    (d) She was shrewd

(x) Synonym of endeavour is
(a) devour  (b) regret  (c) struggles  (d) hurdles

(xi) “had felt himself very well fitted for the position” replace the “very well fitted” word with a suitable one 
word from the given choice.
(a) Good  (b) Interesting  (c) Aspirational  (d) Suitable

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Globalisation is the way to open businesses, improve technological growth, economy, etc. at the international 

level for all countries. It is the way in which manufacturers and producers of the products or goods sell their 
products globally without any restriction. It provides huge profits to the businessmen as they get low cost 
labour in poor countries easily. It provides a big opportunity to the companies to deal with the worldwide 
market.

(2) Globalisation helps to consider the whole world as a single market. Traders are extending their areas of 
business by treating the world as a global village. Earlier till the 1990s, there was a restriction on importing 
certain products which were already manufactured in India like agricultural products, engineering goods, 
food items and toiletries. However, during the 1990s there was a pressure from the rich countries on the 
poor and developing countries to allow them to spread their businesses by opening their markets. In India 
the globalisation and liberalisation process was started in 1991.

(3) After many years, globalisation brought about a major revolution in the Indian market when multinational 
brands came to India and started delivering a wide range of quality products at cheap prices. Prices of 
good quality products came down because of the cutthroat competition in the market. Globalisation and 
liberalisation of the businesses in India have flooded the market with quality foreign product but has affected 
the local Indian industries adversely to a great extent resulting in the job loss to poor and uneducated workers. 
Globalisation has been a bonanza for the consumers, however, a loss to the small-scale Indian producers.

(4) Globalisation has had some very positive effects on the Indian consumer in all sectors of society. It has affected 
the Indian students and education sector to a great extent by making study books and a lot of information 
available over the internet. Collaboration of foreign universities with the Indian universities has brought 
about a huge change in the field of education.

(5) Globalisation of trade in the agricultural sector has brought varieties of quality seeds which have disease 
resistance property. However, it is not good for the poor Indian farmers because the seeds and agricultural 
technologies are costly. It has brought about a huge revolution in the employment sector by the spread of 
businesses like cottage, handloom, carpet, artisan carving, ceramic, jewellery, and glassware, etc.www.jeebooks.in
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On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 
follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Globalisation helps in opening business at international level of all countries by
(a) letting people communicate freely 
(b) letting buying and selling of manufactured goods happen without any restrictions 
(c) letting countries charge heavy duty on exported goods
(d) curtailing travel and tourism

(ii) Businessmen reap huge profits with the advent of globalisation because
(a) they make them deal in shady exchange away from the government’s regulation
(b) they cut down the cost of raw materials
(c) they get low cost labour in poor countries easily
(d) they get discount on local products

(iii) Globalisation commenced in India in
(a) 1990  (b) 1991  (c) 1992  (d) 1993

(iv) Prior to 1990 the products that had restrictions on importing are :
(a) agricultural products and engineering goods  (b) food items and toiletries
(c) meat and poultry    (d) both a and b

(v) Multinational brands came to India worked in India’s favour because
(a) quality goods at lower price were available due to the stiff market competition
(b) they made quality products that were only affordable to a select few
(c) they came up with the new unseen products 
(d) they relied on foreign investors for capital

(vi) An adverse affect of globalisation in India is
(a) decrease in wages of workers
(b) local business closing resulting in job loss for poor and uneducated people
(c) increase in pollution
(d) decrease in worker numbers

(vii) “Globalisation has been a bonanza for the consumers” meaning for consumers it is
(a) like winning the jackpot  (b) like a grand festival
(c) a special service   (d) a privilege

(viii) The Indian students and education sector has reaped the benefits of globalisation by:
(a) getting cheap books  
(b) getting access to a lot of books and information via the internet
(c) collaborating with foreign universities 
(d) both b and c

(ix) “Globalisation has had some very positive effects on the Indian consumer in all sectors of society” meaning 
for the Indian consumers globalisation has been:
(a) very uplifting  (b) very lucrative  (c) refreshing  (d) impactful

(x) Pick a suitable title for the given passage.
(a) Globalisation and liberation a closer look
(b) Globalisation and its effects on Indian society
(c) Globalisation the future of trade and business
(d) Why we need globalisation in this world

(xi) “for the poor Indian farmers” replace poor with a suitable word/phrase :
(a) despicable    (b) pathetic 
(c) economically challenged  (d) money pinchingwww.jeebooks.in
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LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. “The master ought not to heal the wound of this white man,” he said bluntly to Hana. “The white man ought 
to die. First he was shot. Then the sea caught him and wounded him with her rocks. If the master heals what 
the gun did and what the sea did they will take revenge on us.”

(i) Who was the speaker?
(a) Sadao    (b) The cook of Sadao’s family
(c) the gardener of Sadao’s family  (d) Sadao’s driver

(ii) How did the white man got hurt?
(a) Shot and then wounded by the rocks of the sea
(b) Beaten and bruised by the locals at the beach
(c) Caught by fisherman and beaten badly
(d) Slipped and broke his bones

(iii) According the speaker what kind of fate did the white man deserve?
(a) The white man should be saved.
(b) The white man should be handed over to the police.
(c) The white man ought to die.
(d) The white man needed to heal and leave fast.

(iv) Which words mean retribution in the given passage?
(a) Bluntly  (b) Heals  (c) Wounded  (d) Revenge

B. Louisa was pretty worried when I told her all this, and didn’t want me to look for the third level any more, 
and after a while I stopped; I went back to my stamps. But now we’re both looking, every weekend, because 
now we have proof that the third level is still there. My friend Sam Weiner disappeared! Nobody knew 
where, but I sort of suspected because Sam’s a city boy, and I used to tell him about Galesburg…

(i) What did the narrator told Louisa?
(a) About the place out of time in third level (b) About his obsession of stamps
(c) About his dream   (d) About his friend Sam

(ii) Who’s the “we” looking for it “every weekend”?
(a) The narrator and Louisa  (b) The narrator and his friend Sam
(c) The narrator and his grandfather  (d) None of these

(iii) What happened to Sam ?
(a) Sam disappeared.    (b) Sam went to Galesburg.
(c) Sam went to buy more stamps. (d) Sam ran away with Louisa.

(iv) Which word in the passage means the same as conjectured?
(a) Worried  (b) Stopped  (c) Disappeared  (d) Suspected

C. Mukesh’s family is among them. None of them know that it is illegal for children like him to work in the 
glass furnaces with high temperatures, in dingy cells without air and light; that the law, if enforced, could 
get him and all those 20,000 children out of the hot furnaces where they slog their day light hours, often 
losing the brightness of their eyes. Mukesh’s eyes beam as he volunteers to take me home, which he proudly 
says is being rebuilt.

(i) According to the above extract, if laws to be enforced, it would bring about change and relief in the lives of 
about
(a) less than two hundred children (b) twenty thousand children
(c) hundred children   (d) ten thousand childrenwww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) The pronoun ‘them’ used in the first line refers to
(a) rag-pickers   (b) children
(c) bangle-makers   (d) Mukesh and his friends

(iii) Mukesh belonged to a family of
(a) farmers   (b) teachers
(c) motor mechanics   (d) bangle-makers

(iv) The above extract has been taken from 
(a) The Lost Spring (b) The Last Lesson (c) The Third Level (d) The Enemy

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. And such too is the grandeur of the dooms
We have imagined for the mighty dead;
All lovely tales that we have heard or read;
An endless fountain of immortal drink,
Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink.

(i) Name the poet.
(a) Kamala Das  (b) Pablo Neruda  (c) John Keats  (d) Adrianne Rich

(ii) Who’s the might dead here?
(a) The ones that died as gods (b) Ones that died on the battlefield
(c) The ones that died for a noble cause (d) The ones that died for greed

(iii) What lovely tales is the poet referring to?
(a) Tales of bravery and sacrifice (b) Tales of blood bath
(c) Tales of loss and death (d) Tales of great love

(iv) Which word in the lines has the same meaning as eternal?
(a) Grandeur  (b) Imagined  (c) Mighty  (d) Endless

OR

B. … old
familiar ache,
my childhood’s fear,
but all I said was,
see you soon,
Amma,
All I did was smile and smile and smile…

(i) What does the phrase, ‘familiar ache’ mean ?
(a) Pain of being separated from her mother (b) A pain of finding her mother old
(c) pain of learning new things (d) Pain of accepting old age

(ii) What was the poet’s childhood fear ?
(a) Fear of losing herself  (b) Fear of growing old too soon
(c) Fear of losing her mother  (d) Fear of death

(iii) What does the repeated use of the word ‘smile’ mean ?
(a) Means the poet is happy.
(b) It signifies that the poet tried to hide her true feelings under the garb of false smile.
(c) Means the poet has no worries in her mind.
(d) Means the poet is enjoying the mood.www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) What did the poet tell her mother?
(a) The poet said “see you soon” to her mother. (b) The poet asked her mother to smile.
(c) The poet did not say anything to her mother. (d) The poet said goodbye to her mother.

5. Attempt any eight questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Which fairy tale did Derry refer to in the story while talking to Mr Lamb?
(a) Snowwhite  (b) Cindrella  (c) Sleeping beauty  (d) Beauty and the beast

(ii) The type of experience Douglas faced as a child that lead to his irrational fear of water and drowning is 
called
(a) Nightmare  (b) Memory  (c) Trauma  (d) Epilepsy

(iii) Evans had escaped prison _____times before.
(a) 3  (b) 2  (c) 4  (d) 5

(iv) Which of the themes are not a part of the poem Keeping Quiet?
(a) Futility of war    (b) Suspension of harmful human activities
(c) Saving the earth    (d) Child labour

(v) “The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band” whose finger is the line referring to?
(a) Kamala Das’ mother’s finger (b) Pablo Neruda’s 
(c) Adrienne Rich’s aunt  (d) Children of the slum

(vi) Jo was _______ years old.
(a) 4  (b) 5  (c) 6  (d) 7

(vii) What does Stephen mean by ‘from fog to endless night’ ?
(a) the poor condition of the slums (b) his tired soul 
(c) the bleak future of the slum children (d) his sadness

(viii) The main theme of Deep Water is:
(a) Appreciating nature and water again (b) Childhood memories
(c) Facing one’s fear and overcoming it (d) Ambition and desire

(ix) John Keats and his style of finding hope and comfort from nature is called as _______.
(a) Romantic  (b) Classical  (c) Metaphysical  (d) Realistic 

(x) Name of the newspaper Charley saw in the third level.
(a) The World  (b) The Globe  (c) The Daily  (d) The Tribunal

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are Manpreet/Anushka. You have planned a two week creative writing workshop to be arranged to 
inspire and educate young aspiring writers of Modern School, Bangalore to hone their creative writing 
skills. Draft a notice in not more than 50 words, stating the objective of the cause, also provide the necessary 
details and requesting  students to participate in the workshop.

OR
B. Write an advertisement looking for a female front office assistant for your company Max Pharma & Co,

7. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. Draft an invitation on behalf of Mr & Mrs Raj Karan of 38, Kamal Kunj, Varanasi, which they may use to 
invite their friends and relatives on the 5th birth anniversary of their son Nikhil at their residence on 28 
December 20XX.www.jeebooks.in
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OR
B. Draft a formal reply accepting an invitation to be present on the occasion of the wedding of Ankush S/o Mr 

& Mrs Shankar of 24, Green Park Road, Kanpur. You are Vikram Gaur of Raja Ki Mandi, Agra.

8. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Kirti/Ketan of, 63, Civil Lines, Delhi-42. You saw an advertisement in The Hindu for the post of 
accountant in a reputed firm. Write an application in 120-150 words to the The Area Manager Gayatri 
Consultants 2, Barakhamba Road New Delhi-47, giving your detailed bio-data.

OR
B. Write a letter to the Telegraph bringing to the light the reckless driving that is quite rampant these days. You 

are Sangeeta from DS Apartments, Kolkata.

9. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Write an article in 120-150 words throwing light on child abuse and what we can do to prevent it.

OR

B. Write a report on the recently held cycling rally in Delhi in association with the sports and tourism 
department.

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) What were the contents of the package left by the peddler as a Christmas gift for Edla Willmansson?
(ii) ‘All we have to fear is fear itself.’ When did Douglas learn this lesson?
(iii) Why did Gandhiji tell the court that he was involved in a ‘conflict of duties’?
(iv) The author says that Seemapuri is a place on the periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it, 

metaphorically. What is the meaning of her statement?
(v) Why does Stephen Spender say that the pictures and maps in the elementary school classroom are not 

meaningful ?
(vi) Why did M Hamel feel regretful on the last day of his class?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) Why did the General spare the American soldier?
(ii) Why does Jo think the Skunk’s mother was stupid?
(iii) Comment on the ending of the play On The Face Of It.

12. Answer any one of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. According to the poet, what is it that human beings can learn from nature (Keeping Quiet).

OR
B. How did the instructor make Douglas a good swimmer?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. What did Derry’s mother think of Mr Lamb?
OR

B. Give a character sketch of Charley.

63, Civil Lines
Delhi-42
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1. (i) (a) with the sick soldiers at Scutari
(ii) (c) in a shattered physical state
(iii) (b) absolute and prolonged rest
(iv) (c) the hideous vision of the organisation of 
military hospital
(v) (c) Army’s health
(vi) (b) Queen and Prince Consort
(vii) (c) showing the defects of the military hospital 
system
(viii) (b) fifty
(ix) (b) She was modest and extremely smart
(x) (c) struggles
(xi) (d) suitable

2. (i) (b) letting buying and selling of manufactured 
goods happen without any restrictions 
(ii) (c) they get low cost labour in poor countries 
easily
(iii) (a) 1990
(iv) (d) both a and b
(v) (a) Quality goods at lower price were available 
due to the stiff market competition
(vi) (b) Local business closing resulting in job loss 
for poor and uneducated people
(vii) (a) Like winning the jackpot
(viii) (b) Getting access to a lot of books and 
information via the internet
(ix) (b) very lucrative 
(x) (b) Globalisation and its effects on Indian society
(xi) (c) economically challenged

3. A. (i) (c) the gardener of Sadao’s family
(ii) (a) Shot and then wounded by the rocks of the 
sea

(iii) (c) the white man ought to die
(iv) (d) revenge

B. (i) (a) About the place out of time in third level
(ii) (a) The narrator and Louisa
(iii) (a) Sam disappeared.
(iv) (d) Suspected

C. (i) (b) twenty thousand children
(ii) (c) bangle-makers
(iii) (d) bangle-makers
(iv) (a) The lost spring

4. A. (i) (c) John Keats
(ii) (c) the ones that died for a noble cause
(iii) (c) Tales of loss and death
(iv) (a) grandeur

OR

B. (i) (a) Pain of being separated from her mother
(ii) (c) Fear of losing her mother 
(iii) (b) It signifies that the poet tried to hide her true 
feelings under the garb of false smile.
(iv) (a) The poet said “see you soon” to her mother.

5. (i) (d) beauty and the beast
(ii) (d) Epilepsy
(iii) (a) 3
(iv) (d) child labour
(v) (c) Adrienne Rich’s aunt
(vi) (a) 4
(vii) (c) the bleak future of the slum children
(viii) (c) Facing one’s fear and overcoming it
(ix) (a) Romantic
(x) (a) The World

SOLUTIONS

6.A. Modern School, Bangalore 
NOTICE

20 April, 20××
Creative Writing Workshop

A two week creative writing workshop is being organised in your school from 25th April to 8th May. 
Students interested in honing their creative writing skills can give their names and fees to their class 
teacher, by 24th April. The fees is `2000 for the whole course. Certificate of participation will be given to 
each participant. For further query, contact the undersigned.
Manpreet Singh
(Workshop Co-ordinator)

www.jeebooks.in



English Core 187

7.B. Mr and Mrs Vikram Gaur
thank Mr And Mrs Shankar
for inviting them on the occasion of the wedding of their son Ankush at 24, Green Park Road, Kanpur 
on 15 May, 20XX and assure them that they will be present on the occasion to wish the newly weds a 
very happy married life.
Mr and Mrs Gaur will reach Kanpur by the Agra Mail which leaves Agra at 8.00 a.m.
Vikram Gaur

8.A. 63, Civil Lines
Delhi-42
5 March, 20××
The Area Manager
Gayatri Consultants
2, Barakhamba Road
New Delhi-47
Subject : Application for the Post of Accountant
Sir,
In response to your advertisement in ‘The Hindu’ dated 4 March 20××, I wish to apply for the post of 
accountant in the mentioned reputed firm. I have a total of three years’ experience in the said field. 
Currently, I am working as an assistant accountant, with XYZ Corporations. I am enclosing my bio-data 
and testimonial for your review.
Thank you
Yours faithfully
Ketan Pandey
Enclosed : Bio-data and testimonial

Bio-Data
        Name : Ketan Pandey
 Gender : Male
 Date of Birth : 2 November 1982
 Father’s Name : Mr. Keshav Pandey
 Postal Address : 63, Civil Lines, Delhi-42
 Contact No. : 011-234××××, 981073××××
 Educational 
 Qualification : B.Com from XYZ College, Delhi University 
   M.Com from ABC University
   MBA from ABC University
 Work Experience : 3 years with XYZ corporation
 Salary Drawn : 4,80,000/- p.a.
 Salary Expected : : Negotiable 
 Language Skills : : Fluency in English, Hindi and German
 References : Mr. Suresh Holkar, Sr. Accounts Manager, XYZ Corporation
     Mr. Prabhas Rao, General Manager, XYZ Corporation
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9. A. Child Abuse by xyz
Sexual abuse of children has become rampant. Over 
a million reports of child abuse are made every 
year and it is believed that there are still many more 
cases unreported and undisclosed. The number of 
child deaths due to child neglect and abuse are also 
increasing to terrifying numbers. Children who are 
abused at a tender age undergo a psychological trauma 
that leads to lifelong depression and indifference to 
society and family. The worst part is that in most cases 
the culprits are those who are expected to protect and 
take care of the child.
Victims of child abuse never fully recover from the 
scars and, at times, suffer from distrust of others, 
hostility, depression, anxiety, inability to form close 
relationships and a host of other psychological 
and psychiatric problems. The only solution is the 
enactment of a law that protects the victims. Presently, 
the laws of the country are so liberal that a person who 
commits a crime once is inclined to repeat it because 
the consequences are not severe.
Besides the law, parents have an important role to 
play in checking child abuse. They should educate 
their children on social and cultural values as well 
as making children understand how to distinguish 
between a ‘good touch’ and ‘bad touch’ and then act 
accordingly. Working parents should find time to look 
after their children rather than employ baby sitters.

10 (i) As Christmas gift, the peddler left a package 
for Edla Willmansson. It contained a rattrap, three ten 
kronor notes and a letter. In the letter, the peddler had 
expressed his regret for robbing the crofter and his 
gratitude towards Ms. Willmansson for treating him 
like a captain.
(ii) Once the writer realised that his fear of water 
was keeping him from enjoying any of the water 
related sports and activities, he decided to engage a 
swimming instructor, who gradually helped him face 
his fear. However, it was after his successful swimming 
attempts in Lake Wentworth and Warm Lake that the 
writer understood the real meaning of conquering 
one’s fear in order to truly value life and enjoy every 
moment of it. This revelation made the writer confident 
and determined.
(iii) Gandhiji said in the court he was involved in 
‘conflict of duties’. On the one hand, he didn’t want 
to set a bad example as a lawbreaker; on the other 
hand, he wanted to render humanitarian and national 
service for which he had come to Champaran.
(iv) Seemapuri is situated on the periphery of Delhi. 
But it is devoid of all basic amenities. Unlike Delhi it 
is not developed at all. Though it is quite near Delhi, 
it does not have any effect of the city. Therefore the 

  

author is quite right in saying that Seemapuri is a place 
on the periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it.
(v) The poet says that there is a bust of Shakespeare 
in the classroom. There are pictures of a big church 
and the Tyrolese valley having bell-shaped flowers. 
There is an open-handed map, which shows all the 
places of the world. But ironically for the children 
living in the slum their world is not that map but only 
the scene that can be seen outside the window of their 
classroom. Therefore, the pictures and maps on the 
wall are meaningless.
11. (i) The General spared the American soldier 
because that would keep Dr. Sadao safe as well. The old 
General was a selfish man. He thought of nothing but 
his own well-being. He needed Dr. Sadao for his own 
surgery and didn’t want to lose a skilled surgeon like 
Dr. Sadao at any cost. The General preferred American 
sentimentality rather than German ruthlessness.
(iii) The play has a rueful yet dramatic ending. Mr 
Lamb who works actively in spite of his physical 
disability loses balance and falls down along with the 
ladder. Derry enters and tries to converse with Mr 
Lamb, who does not respond. Mr Lamb is exactly the 
same as envisaged by Derry earlier in the play.
12. Bit by bit, the instructor turned Douglas into a 
swimmer. Initially, he put a belt around Douglas and 
the attached rope went through a pulley that ran on an 
overhead cable. He held on to the rope and went back 
and forth across the pool hour after hour, day after 
day till he began to relax in water. Next, the instructor 
taught Douglas to put his face under water and exhale 
and to raise his nose and inhale. They practised this 
until Douglas stopped panicking on putting his head 
under water. Then Douglas learnt to kick in the water. 
At first, he was terror-stricken but continuous practise 
with his instructor, made Douglas lose his fear of water 
and emerge as a confident swimmer.
13. Charley was a happy man. Even though the 
modern man is generally unhappy and worried, 
Charley appears to be quite a normal man. The day 
when he found out the third level, Charley was in a 
hurry to reach home, to meet his wife. A man who 
longs to get home and happy with his wife is a happy 
man. Moreover, Charley had a good collection of 
stamps which he enjoyed in his free time. Charley 
seems to be a worried man, an escapist and a maniac 
dreamer also. Charley belonged to the post World War 
time, 1984 and anxiety and insecurity were a part of 
everyone’s psyche. Everyone wanted to escape to a 
peaceful place but there was probably none. Charley, 
being a similar escapist, found peace by escaping 
into his world of stamps and unknown places in his 
imagination. 
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Q. No. Section Chapter / Topic Marks Per  
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Marks  
Obtained

1
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g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3
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The Enemy
The Third Level
Lost Spring

8

4
A Thing of Beauty
My Mother at Sixty Six

4

5

On the Face of it
Deep Water
Evans Tries An O-Level
Keeping Quiet
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Should Wizard hit Mommy?
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Deep Water
A Thing of Beauty
The Third Level

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Notice
Advertisement

3

7
Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

The Rattrap
Deep Water
Indigo
Lost Spring
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
The Last Lesson

10

11
The Enemy
Should Wizard hit Mommy?
On the Face of It

4

12
Keeping Quiet
Deep Water 5

13
On the Face of it
The Third Level 5

Total 80  .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-14, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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BLUE PRINT

SQP 15

Typology
MCQs

(1 mark)
SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) We are inching closer to the very first test flight of electric aircrafts that can carry passengers just like in taxis 

and just as cheaply as a taxi too.
 Aircraft manufacturers are developing a flying taxi as part of an effort to alleviate congestion by taking 

commuting to the skies. An insider said that the cost may estimate between $1.50 to $2.50 per mile. So we 
can estimate globally and rates can be explained in local terms.

 If the thought of flying around town isn’t mad enough, developers want to make the machine fly autonomously 
and rely on eight rotors to take off vertically. The first prototype, which will have a range of 50 kilometres 
(31 miles), is undergoing testing and is expected to be ready by the end of 2017. The final version is set to  
fly for 100 kilometres (62 miles) and all the developers are satisfied that the range will continue to expand 
over time.

(2) This transformation in city transit is set to start coming to reality across the world’s major cities by 2021 
with fierce competition from several manufacturers. There is one notable country that is looking to get there 
first, is the UAE. They expect to have people using the machines by the end of 2017. I am sure a lot will be 
learned from the teething problems they face. Others look set for a 2019 start in Germany perhaps and more 
cities are waiting until the systems are proved, so are looking beyond 2023. Naturally, trips in flying taxis 
are bound to last longer than the majority of quick cab rides. But if the price is not much higher and you 
need to do a longer cross town trio at rush hour you can’t beat reaching for the skies. One manufacturer is 
saying that these machines are potentially safer as there will be a reduction in collisions. They will also be 
supplying the taxis with parachutes, just in case there is an emergency.

(3) In principle, here’s how it will work: a customer will use an app to summon a taxi at a nearby landing pad. 
While a passenger takes a taxi to the landing site, the aircraft will automatically conduct a pre-flight test 
to ensure it’s ready for take-off as soon as the user arrives. It is easy to see two huge issues here and that 
is the driving to and from the landing pads – these will soon become the bottlenecks of the 21st century 
instead of traffic lights and signals, thankfully in most cities the range of the taxi won’t be an issue. To help 
move the project forward governments have begun looking at and changing laws and regulations so the 
new machines can be licensed. At present, they are looking closely at the software required particularly in 
unmanned taxis with vertical take-off. What is important, is that they are trying their best not to stand in 
the way of progress and are working with developers instead of standing in their way. Whether or not these 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
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aircrafts will be effective at reducing city congestion remains to be seen, considering passengers will likely 
take single-occupancy vehicles to helipads or whether it’s all just pie in the sky still remains to be seen.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) The cost of using a flying taxi as compared to normal will be
(a) about the same     (b) more  (c) less                         (d) none of these

(ii) As per an insider the estimated cost of flying taxi per mile will be
(a) $1.50-2.50 (b) $1-2     (c) $ .50-2.00             (d) $2.50-3

(iii) The goal behind developing flying taxis  is
(a) for fun                              (b) for tourist attraction
(c) to ease traffic                  (d) because air tickets are costly

(iv) The first prototype is expected to be ready by the end of
(a) 2021                   (b) 2020           (c) 2017          (d) 2018

(v) “a customer will use an app to summon a taxi at a nearby landing pad” replace the word summon for a word 
with similar meaning
(a) invite                      (b) call for                    (c) deliver       (d) reach

(vi) In order to accommodate the flying taxis the Governments are _________ .
(a) making new laws                      (b) changing laws and rules
(c) asking for license              (d) helping the flyers

(vii) “in unmanned taxis with vertical take-off ” meaning
(a) taxis with no man flying around (b) driverless taxi that can fly 
(c) vertically flying cars   (d) man who cannot stand vertical taxis

(viii) “pie in the sky” is 
(a) a clause                (b) an allegory            (c) an idiom            (d) a proverb

(ix) Choose a suitable title for the given passage.
(a) The hurdles of Flying taxis (b) The solution to traffic congestion
(c) Flying taxis- a reality  (d) Why we need flying cars

(x) Synonym for fierce is
(a) feisty (b) fearful (c) brutal (d) intimidating

(xi) Antonym of vertical is
(a) floor (b) horizontal (c) ground (d) flight

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Almost all of us have suffered from a headache at some time or the other. For some a headache is a constant 

companion and life is a painful hell of wasted time.
 The most important step to cope with headaches is to identify the type of headache one is suffering from. 

In tension headaches (two hand headache), a feeling of a tight band around the head exits along with the 
pain in the neck and shoulders. It usually follows activities such as long stretches driving, typing or sitting 
on the desks. They are usually short lived but can also last for days or weeks. A headache is usually caused 
due to the spinal misalignment of the head, due to the posture. Sleeping on the stomach with the head turn 
to one side and bending over positions for a long time make it worse. 

(2) In migraine headaches, the pains usually on one side of the head may be accompanied by nausea, vomiting 
irritability and bright spots of flashes of light. This headache is meant worse by activities especially bending. 
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The throbbing pain in the head worsens by noise and light. Certain triggers for migraines may be  chocolate,  
caffeine,  smoking or MSU in certain food items. The pain may  last eight to twenty four hours and there 
may be a hangover for two or three days. Migraines are often produced by an ‘aura’ which changes in sight 
and sensation. There is usually a family migraine. In a headache, pain originates from the brain but from the 
irritated nerves of muscles, blood vessels and bones. These head pain signals to the brain which judges the 
degree of distress and relays it at appropriate sites. The pain sometimes may be referred to sights other than 
the problem areas. This is known as referred by pain and occurs due to sensation overload. Thus, though, 
most headache start at the base of the skull referred pain is felt typically behind the eyes. Factors causing 
headache are understood but it is known that a shift in the level of body hormones chemicals, certain foods 
and drinks and environmental stress can trigger them. If the headache troubles you often, visit the doctor, 
who will take a full health history relating to diet, life stresses, the type of headache, triggering factors and 
relief measures. You may be asked to keep a ‘headache diary’ which tells you to list – the time headache 
started and when it ended, emotional environmental and food and drinking factors which may contribute 
to it. The type and severity of pain and the medications used which provide much relief are also to be listed.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Most important step to cope with headache is to :
(a) Take any off the counter medicine (b) Get a head massage
(c) Identify the type of headache (d) To drink some water

(ii) Two hand headaches are usually caused by prolonged
(a) driving (b) typing (c) bad sleeping position (d) all of these

(iii) Which of these symptoms are not associated with migraine headaches?
(a) nausea   (b) vomiting
(c) body ache   (d) bright spots of flash light

(iv) The pain that comes with migraine headaches is exacerbated by 
(a) noise (b) light (c) noise and light (d) smell

(v) Migraine headache can last up to:
(a) 6-24 hours (b) 8-24 hours (c) 8-20 hours (d) 2-3 days

(vi) “Migraines are often produced by an ‘aura’-” the meaning of the word aura used here is
(a) energy (b) spiritual state (c) ambience (d) air

(vii) “These head pain signals to the brain which judges the degree of distress and relays it at appropriate sites.”
 Which combinations in the sentence are synonyms of each other.

(a) Brain-head  (b) pain-distress (c) judge-appropriate (d) a and b

(viii) “occurs due to sensation overload” meaning
(a) Happens due to overwhelming emotional state (b) Happens due over the top sensation
(c) Happens due to overload of information (d) Happens due to senses being overwhelmed

(ix) Choose a suitable title for the given passage.
(a) Headaches and how to deal with it (b) Migraines - a headache
(c) Headache and its types (d) How to cure headache

(x) Synonym for judge is
(a) gauge (b) witness (c) hear  (d) clear

(xi) Antonym of relief is
(a) release (b) heal (c) suffering (d) comfort www.jeebooks.in
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LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. Food is more important for survival than an identity. “If at the end of the day we can feed our families and 
go to bed without an aching stomach, we would rather live here than in the fields that gave us no grain,” say 
a group of women in tattered saris when I ask them why they left their beautiful land of green fields and 
rivers. Wherever they find food, they pitch their tents that become transit homes.

(i) ‘Food is more important for survival than an identity’. Whose identity is being referred here?
(a) The people who left Dhaka for Seemapuri (b) The people of Firozabad
(c) Mukesh’s parents    (d) None of these

(ii) “fields that gave us no grain” means
(a) The land that couldn’t produce grain (b) Their land that couldn’t feed them
(c) Their land that had no grain (d) Their abandoned land

(iii) Which word in the lines means torn?
(a) aching     (b) transit              (c) tattered                 (d) feed

(iv) What is the main occupation of these women in tattered saris?
(a) They are bangle makers.  (b) They are farmers.
(c) They are ragpickers.  (d) They are labourers.

B. She looked at him compassionately, with her heavy eyes, and then she noticed that the man was afraid. 
“Either he has stolen something or else he has escaped from jail,” she thought, and added quickly, “You may 
be sure, Captain, that you will be allowed to leave as just as freely as you came. Only please, stay with us 
over Christmas Eve.”

(i) Who’s the she?
(a) A random woman the peddler met  (d) Elda the daughter of the ironmaster
(c) The police   (d) The wife of the ironmaster

(ii) What did she observe about the peddler?
(a) That he was unsure  (b) That he was angry
(c) That he was afraid  (d) That we was desperate

(iii) She tried to convince the peddler to come to their place by
(a) Saying he’ll  be paid for the visit
(b) threatening him
(c) bluffing the peddler
(d) telling him he can leave freely whenever he wants to

(iv) Why did she come there ?
(a) To invite the peddler for Christmas eve (b) To make her father happy
(c) To find a new husband (d) Both a and b

C. Next day, during lunch hour, I drew three hundred dollars out of the bank, nearly all we had, and bought 
old-style currency (that really worried my psychiatrist friend). 

(i) Why did he withdraw the money for? 
(a) To spend on stamps  (b) to convert them into old currencies
(c) To go for a trip   (d) To lend it to a friendwww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) Where was he going with that money? 
(a) To the third level in Grand Central (b) To his old home town
(c) To the subway station  (d) To his old school

(iii) Who was the psychiatrist friend mentioned here?
(a) Sam  (b) Louisa (c) His grandfather  (d) the ticket collector

(iv) Find a word that has the same meaning as “worried”.
(a) Annoyed (b) Irritated (c) Concerned              (d) Disturbed

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. it would be an exotic moment
without rush, without engines,
we would all be together
in a sudden strangeness
Fishermen in the cold sea
would not harm whales.
and the man gathering salt
would look at his hurt hands.

(i) Name the poem.
(a) A Thing of Beauty  (b) Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
(c) Keeping Quiet   (d) An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum

(ii) Exotic moment referred here means:
(a) Moment of destruction  (b) Moment where human activities are suspended
(c) moment of anger    (d) Moment of war

(iii) What does the poet want from the fishermen ? 
(a) To harm the whales  (b) Not to harm the whales 
(c) To abandon the seas  (d) To gather salt

(iv) Which word in the given lines means different?
(a) Rush (b) Moment (c) Harm (d) Exotic

OR

B. Unless, governor, inspector, visitor,
This map becomes their window and these windows
That shut upon their lives like catacombs,
Break O break open till they break the town.

(i) What becomes the window for the children?
(a) the governor       (b) the inspector               
(c) the map in the classroom (d) the visitor

(ii) What does the poet want from the governor, inspector and visitors ?
(a) To read stories to the children
(b) To buy  them meal
(c) To adopt them
(d) To do something for the betterment of the children living in a slum.

(iii) ‘That shut upon their lives like catacombs’. Which figure of speech has been used in this line ?
(a) hyperbole (b) simile (c) allegory (d) monologue

(iv) Which word in the lines have the same meaning as block?
(a) Shut (b) Windows  (c) Catacombs (d) Liveswww.jeebooks.in
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5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Mr Lamb lost his leg:
(a) while trekking   (b) because of a road accident
(c) in the war    (d) because of a fall

(ii) The governor caught Evans in ________ after realizing he escaped. 
(a) Oxfordshire (b) Clipping Norton (c) Elsfield (d) his home

(iii) Gandhi was mistaken to be a ________ when he came with Shukla.
(a) lawyer            (b) revolutionary         (c) peasant            (d) beggar

(iv) The tone of the poem in A Thing of Beauty is :
(a) depressing             (b) hopeful           (c) romantic             (d) spiteful

(v) The living conditions of the people of Seemapuri can be described as 
(a) Humble and clean              (b) Rustic and nice
(c) Dingy and congested             (d) Spacious and dirty

(vi) Kamala Das refers to her mother as late winter’s moon because
(a) she was glowing            (b) she was getting smaller
(c) she was looking pale                   (d) she was looking rigid

(vii) When the peddler thought of the world as a rattrap he was:
(a) Disgusted by it (b) Impressed by it (c) frightened by it  (d) amused by it

(viii) What kind of sky did the poet refer to the children’s future in the poem An Elementary School Classroom 
in a slum
(a) Blue            (b) Clear            (c) foggy            (d) lead

(ix) Roger Skunk’s story main theme was that of:
(a) Pleasing the people around you           (b) Friendship
(c) Loving and accepting oneself              (d) Bullying

(x) “Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?” This line was said by :
(a) M Hamel  (b) Franz  (c) Douglas              (d) Mukesh

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You want to sell your TV. Write an advertisement for the ‘sale and purchase’  column of a local newspaper 
giving all relevant details. Write the advertisement in about 50 words. 

OR

B. You are Astha secretary of literature club of your school MX Public School. The 16th International Book Fair 
is being held at Pragati Mdidan between 7 Feb.-14 Feb 20XX. Write a notice informing students about it.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Dr Avinash Bhalla. You have received an invitation from the Director, Health Services, Haryana 

who has invited leading medical practitioners of the state to attend a workshop on ‘child care’ on 20 May, 
20XX at 10 a.m. in Civil Hospital Ambala. Respond to the invitation.

OR
B. Write a suitable invitation to be sent to the parents of all students inviting them on the Parents’ Day. You are 

Principal of Jain Parivar School, Chhattisgarh.
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8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Preeti of 12-B, P.H. Road, Madurai. Recently you bought a mobile phone from ‘The Tech Station”, 

83, Mount Road, Madurai. The device developed a problem within a month of purchase. Write a letter to 
the dealer giving details of the nature of the problem and asking him/her to rectify the defect or replace the 
set. 

OR
B. Write a letter to the Times of India calling for the need to start recycling our daily used products and how 

this is the need of the hour to save the planet. You are Ankita from Kailash Colony, New Delhi.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Write an article against gender discrimination in India in about 120-150 words
OR

B. Recently there was a political protest held in Delhi that turned violent between two communities. Write a 
report for the Hindu on the incident in about 120-150 words.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) What are the difficulties that Aunt Jennifer faced in her life?
(ii) Which two incidents in Douglas’ early life made him scared of water?
(iii) What does the writer mean when she says, ‘Saheb is no longer his own master’?
(iv) How, according to Neruda, can keeping quiet change our attitude to life?
(v) What made the lieutenant-governor drop the case against Gandhiji?
(vi) How did Franz feel about M Hamel on the last day of his class?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) How does Jo want the story to end and why?
(ii) What does the third level refer to?
(iii) Why does Mr Lamb leave his gate always open?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. How did Jo want the Roger Skunk story to end? Why?
OR

B. Justify the title ‘The Third level’.

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. The people in the Last Lesson suddenly realise how precious their language is to them? What shows you 
this? Why does this happen?

OR
B. The peddler comes out as a person with a subtle sense of humour. How does this serve in lightening the 

seriousness of the theme of the story and also endear him to us?

www.jeebooks.in



198 Class 12

1. (i) (a) about the same
(ii) (a) $1.50-2.50
(iii) (c) to ease traffic
(iv) (c) 2017
(v) (b) call for
(vi) (b) changing laws and rules
(vii) (b) driverless taxi that can fly
(viii) (c) an idiom
(ix) (c) Flying taxis- a reality
(x) (a) Feisty
(xi) (b) horizontal

2. (i) (c) identify the type of headache
(ii) (d) all of these
(iii) (c) body ache
(iv) (c) noise and light
(v) (b) 8-24 hours
(vi) (c) ambience
(vii) (d) (a) and (b)
(viii) (d) Happens due to senses being overwhelmed
(ix) (c) Headache and its types
(x) (a) gauge
(xi) (c) suffering

3. A. (i) (a) The people who left Dhaka for 
Seemapuri
(ii) (b) Their land that couldn’t feed them
(iii) (c) tattered
(iv) (c) They are ragpickers.
B. (i) (d) Elda the daughter of the ironmaster
(ii) (c) That he was afraid

(iii) (d) telling him he can leave freely whenever he 
wants to
(iv) (c) To invite the peddler for Christmas Eve
C. (i) (b) to convert them into old currencies
(ii) (a) To the third level in Grand Central
(iii) (a) Sam
(iv) (c) Concerned

4. A. (i) (c) Keeping Quiet
(ii) (b) Moment where human activities are 
suspended
(iii) (b) Not to harm the whales 
(iv) (d) Exotic

OR
B. (i) (c) the map in the classroom
(ii) (d) To do something for the betterment of the 
children living in a slum
(iii) (b) simile
(iv) (a) Shut

5. (i) (c) in the war
(ii) (b) Clipping Norton
(iii) (c) peasant
(iv) (b) hopeful
(v) (c) Dingy and congested
(vi) (c) She was looking pale
(vii) (d) amused by it
(viii) (d) lead
(ix) (c) loving and accepting oneself
(x) (b) Franz

SOLUTIONS

6.A. 40 inch LG TV For Sale
40 inch LG TV for sale,used for only a year, boxing and warranty card intact, top-end model, excellent 
condition, owner going abroad, 15k non- negotiable price. 
Contact Anita, 21, Ram Nagar, Delhi between 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

7.A. Avinash Bhalla 
has a great pleasure in receiving the invitation from the Director, Health Services, Haryana to attend a 
workshop on ‘Child Care’ on 20 May, 20XX at 10 a.m. in Civil Hospital Ambala.
He confirms his presence with thanks.
Dr. Avinash Bhalla
16 March, 20XX
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9. A. Gender Discrimination  
 by XYZ
In our male-dominated society the girl child is 
considered inferior. The birth of a male child is an 
event for celebration while that of a female child is 
rued. The bias is more pronounced in rural areas. 
Daughters are not given good quality food. Milk, eggs, 
fruit, etc. are reserved for the boys. Girls are sent to 
schools which have no claim to any quality education 
or facilities. On the other hand, boys are sent to the 
most exclusive ‘public schools’. After school the 
daughters stay at home and assist in household work. 
The boys go out to meet friends, enjoy movies and 
shows or play games. It is the girls who face all types of 
restrictions. This discrimination is unjust and harmful. 
Ultimately it is the society that suffers. There’s also the 
case of dowry in most cases of Indian wedding where 
a bride is expected to bring hefty amount of money 
and goods in the name of wedding gift, this practice 
makes the birth of a girl even more burdensome and 
unwanted in a middle-lower class families. Even in 
work places hiring males is more preferred to females 
due to certain gender related prejudices. Some of the 
girls do grow up in an environment where they do not 
receive the same amount if support or encouragement 
as their male counterparts and end up losing in 
the competitive spheres later in life. Girls too have 
intelligence, talent and creativity. Indeed they have 
more sensibility, affection and love. We should end the 
evil discrimination against the girl child and give them 
equal opportunities and support to fly high. 

10. (i) Aunt Jennifer was oppressed by rules laid 
down by her domineering husband. Her life was 
overburdened by the demands and duties of her 
married life and the patriarchal society. It lacked self-
expression. Although old and weak, she had to face the 
ordeals of her oppressive marriage all her life, there 
was no escape from her husband.
(ii) The very first incident was the one at the beach 
with his father when Douglas was three or four year 
old. A wave had knocked him over and engulfed him 
in it completely. The next incident was at YMCA when 
an eighteen year old boy pushed Douglas into the 
swimming pool.
(iii) The writer meant that till Saheb was a ragpicker 
he was a carefree boy, who would work and had time 
for himself. But from the time he joined the tea stall, 
he started working under somebody else and had to 
follow what his master would say. Thus he had no time 
for himself and was no longer his own master.
(iv) Silence will give us time to think, to introspect, 
evaluate our actions and act more responsible. 
According to Neruda, this is how keeping quiet can 
change our attitude towards life.
(v) Thousands of peasants came in support of 
Gandhiji. The authorities felt that they could not 
control them and the condition of law and order 
could deteriorate. The pressure of the peasants was 
increasing. On the other hand, Gandhiji refused 
to have any bail. Therefore the lieutenant-general 
dropped the case against Gandhiji.

8.A. 12-B, P.H. Road
Madurai
17th January, 20XX
The Tech Station
83, Mount Road
Madurai
Subject : Rectify/Replace Defective Mobile Phone
Sir
I had purchased a mobile phone Samsung Galaxy from your showroom vide Bill No. KY00334 on 22nd 
December. I was using it to my satisfaction since I bought it but for the past few days I have noticed that I 
now need to charge my phone after every 4-5 hours, unlike earlier when I used to charge my phone after 
almost 24 hours. Despite the fact that I am using the phone for the same duration as before the battery 
life has reduced drastically. It is my request to you to rectify this defect with the battery, or replace the 
handset that comes with a one-year warranty. The Tech Station enjoys a good reputation and goodwill, 
so I expect you to look into the matter at the earliest so as to enable me to use my mobile phone as 
conveniently as I was using it before.
Yours sincerely
Preeti
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11. (ii) The third level refers to another level at the 
Grand central station. In reality, there were only two 
levels there but the narrator accidentally finds himself 
at the third level. The third level had an imaginary 
old world which eventually proves to be real and very 
much existing.
(iii) Mr Lamb always left his gate open because he did 
not mind strangers entering his house or garden. As 
he lived alone, he hoped someone would come inside 
whom he could talk to if kept his gate open. It shows 
his undying optimism towards life. 

12. In Jack’s version of the story, Roger Skunk’s 
mommy hits the wizard on his head with her umbrella, 
and told him to cast a reverse spell on Roger skunk 
and give him his original smell back. However, Jo did 
not agree with this ending and suggested an alternate 
end for the story. According to her, the wizard should 
have hit mommy back and not change Roger Skunk.
To Jo, the wizard was a good person who helps ‘Roger 
skunk’ when he was in trouble and seeking a way out. 
Witnessing Mommy Skunk’s actions, Jo felt that ‘stupid 
Mommy’ should have been punished for her unkind 
behaviour towards the kind wizard. She believed 
that Mommy Skunk was imposing her will both on 

Roger Skunk and the wizard without considering her 
son’s fear of not getting accepted by his peers. Jo also 
thought that Roger Skunk should be allowed to choose 
his own life even if it meant to get rid of the stink.

13. The people in this story didn’t take the study of 
their language seriously. They always used to think 
that they have ample time to learn their language. 
But in the Franco-Prussian war in 1870, the French 
districts of Alsace and Lorraine came into the hands 
of Prussians. They imposed a ban on the teaching and 
studying of French. They ordered all the teachers of 
the French languages to leave these districts. They 
wanted that the people there study only the German 
language.
Now the people in the story realise how precious their 
language is to them. Now they regret that they haven’t 
learnt their language well. They realise that they can’t 
learn their language no more. M.Hamel is a teacher 
of the French language in the villages of Alsace. He is 
delivering his last lesson of the French language. Not 
only the students but also the elders of the village come 
there to attend his class. It shows the people’s love for 
their language.
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Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-15, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table

www.jeebooks.in



S
Q
P

BLUE PRINT

SQP 16
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MCQs
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SA-I 

(2 marks)
SA-II 

(3 marks)
LA 

(5 marks)
Total

Reading Skills 20 – – – 20

Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44

Total 20 × 1 = 20 7 × 2 = 14 2 × 3 = 6 4 × 5 = 20 80

Time Allowed : 3 hours         Maximum Marks : 80
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) What amazing news for a new generation of students – Maths to be optional – is the new mantra from 

government that will potentially revolutionise the lives of students in grade 10 and upwards. I remember 
never enjoying Maths and to a degree I blame my poor understanding for many of my trials and tribulations 
at school and college. The horrors of long division and the dread of algebra. However, are we really going to 
now ‘educate’ innumerate kids or is there enough practical maths given to survive in the world before grade 
10?

(2) I was an above-average kid in school. There used to be a ranking system, where I always competed to be in 
the top five. To be there, I’ve had many sleepless nights, long hours of tuition and this never-ending struggle 
with my least favourite subject that used to always obstruct me from being the first name on the blackboard 
on the open-house day. I tell you though from these trials and tribulations I got my sense of competitiveness 
with myself and this is where my drive comes from. Nobody told me to take it easy, that’s how our education 
system works. The world of sin, cos, tan was making me sad, however, there was no solution to escape from 
it. I struggled on until graduation. However, I am all too aware of the negative impact that this can and is 
having on children. The prospect of failing through no fault of your own terrifies most adults and can have 
serious implication for youngsters. The real danger in sticking with the old system I went through is that 
kids get a sense of being ostracised from their peers and this can impact how they interact with group later. 
This move by Bombay HC may prove a blessing to so many mathematically challenged students, thanks in 
part to the psychiatrist who brought it to the court’s attention. Allowing them to drop maths in grade 10 is 
sensible because of the huge pressure felt by the students, who fail to progress due to this single subject being 
impossible for them to comprehend. Dropping maths as one of the compulsory subjects for matriculation 
–an idea that was first introduced in the 1960’s and is clearly now considered not the best way forward for 
all. The effect will be felt from 2017 but unfortunately as yet there is no system to retrospectively activate it 
for kids passing through grade 10 from 2015-2017. Will this create a two tier university entrance system or 
will it be a fairer way of allowing more students to enter subjects such as the arts or languages? It’s hard to 
say but there’s no doubt that at the root of the decision is student welfare and rights. This can only be a good 
thing and having passed through until grade ten everyday maths won’t be a problem for most – the problem 
is that the more academic subject of maths is not attainable for everyone. One option put forward is the 
study of Sanskrit. This has raised some eyebrows but there is no doubt as time goes on people will settle to 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-16Subject Code : 301
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the idea or there will be more elective subjects put forward. This however may look like a different system 
so much so that rather than a rigid set of 7 or 8 subjects, students will have the choice from a broader range 
allowing them to choose whatever they want and drop whatever they want.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven 
given below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) As a move to revolutionise the Class 10th and senior students the government:
(a) made scoring easy                  (b) made maths optional
(c) changed exam rules           (d) none of these

(ii) What kind of student was the author?
(a) Below  average (b) Topper         (c) Above average               (d) Poor

(iii) What came in the way for the narrator topping the class?
(a) Her lack of confidence              (b) Her lack of effort
(c) Her lack of affinity with the subject maths (d) The teacher being unfair

(iv) The narrators criticised the old education system because 
(a) it created unnecessary pressure for kids who were not good in certain subjects
(b) it had less syllabus
(c) more emphasis was given to attendance
(d) it made students too relaxed

(v) The court made the new ruling in favour of making maths optional subject because _________ .
(a) of teacher’s complaints              (b) of parents’ request
(c) mathematically challenged students requested (d) of  a psychiatrist’s request

(vi) The idea of dropping maths as the compulsory subject for passing matriculation was first discussed in 
(a) 2015                 (b) 2016             (c) 2017              (d) the 1960s

(vii) “This has raised some eyebrows” meaning
(a) the suggestion was accepted happily
(b) the suggestion was received with doubts and disapproval 
(c) the suggestion was totally discarded
(d) the suggestion was paid attention to

(viii) Which of the words describe the narrator’s outlook on the new change in compulsory subject?
(a) skeptical              (b) optimistic           (c) pessimistic             (d) bitter

(ix) In the passage the narrator describes struggling with maths till
(a) her school days    (b) her graduation         (c) all her life          (d) her post graduation

(x) “that kids get a sense of being ostracised from their peers” the word ostracised here means
(a) being demonised (b) being blackmailed        (c) being shunned             (d) being pitied

(xi) Antonym of rigid is
(a) demure             (b) timid             (c) indulgent             (d) stern

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) I felt stupid, being made to stand on the desk while the other kids were bent over their notebooks. I couldn’t 

understand my new school or my new classmates, or their alien language – English – and the fact that they 
could do sums in their head, while I struggled with a paper and pencil. For me, at age six, the good times 
had ended. Life seemed a far cry from those days in Nellore, Andhra Pradesh, all thanks to my grandfather’s 
reflected glory. He was a military doctor, a great man, and I lived with him. And so even policemen gave me 
affectionate salaams, which I learned to acknowledge with a nod, I’d simply lay my head down on the desk 
and sleep in class, if bored. I was a pampered little prince.www.jeebooks.in
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(2) In early 1971, my parents decided it was time I moved to Bombay where father worked. My first few days 
were a disaster. No one spoke Tamil or Telugu, the only languages I knew. I couldn’t keep pace with their 
writing or reading. Then one day, a slight plump lady with large spectacles, wearing trousers walked into the 
classroom. “Hello,” she said, “My name is Miss Jean. I am your new class teacher.” She’d done her homework. 
Spotting me in a back corner, she beckoned me to the front. My almost empty notebooks must have given 
Miss Jean a clue that I needed the extra attention. If the class had to write a page, I’d be made to write two.

 Even during PT, I had to stay back and write. When I was caught sneaking to the window to watch the others 
playing, Miss Jean put me in the middle row, far from the window.

(3) I made some progress and Miss Jean made it a point to praise every little achievement. If I did my work 
wrong, she’d call me to her desk, hug me and show me how to correct my errors. Mistakes were only human 
in her eyes, but neglecting home work was a crime-there’d be a terse comment in my diary for mother to 
see. And I’d be grounded that evening. Meanwhile I was getting possessive and minded if another child 
got more hugs. By Christmas, I stood fifth in class. “I am very proud of Srikant,” she told the class after 
reading out the marks. I narrated that moment to mother again and again. When I returned after summer 
vacations, I heard that Miss Jean had got married and was going to Australia.

(4) Many years went by. I graduated in engineering, then in management, got a job, married and had kids. One 
day I found myself thinking of Miss Jean. Soon afterwards I found myself in Sydney, Australia, on an official 
trip. I tried looking up for my teacher in the phone book. But it was of no help as I did not know even her 
surname. Thank you, Miss Jean wherever you are for the tact and patience with which you taught me.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 
follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) “I felt stupid, being made to stand on the desk” Here the narrator is :
(a) being punished in class                       (b) copying from his classmate 
(c) standing on the desk for fun                (d) being bullied by his classmate

(ii) The narrator felt inferior to his classmates because
(a) they all wore pretty clothes (b) they could do sums in their head
(c) they were better singers  (d) they made fun of the narrator

(iii) The narrator’s grandfather’s occupation was :
(a) Doctor         (b) Military doctor          (c) Military officer          (d) None of these

(iv) Which line indicates the that the narrator’s grandfather was a respected man of the society?
(a) I was a pampered little prince. (b) A great man, and I lived with him.
(c) Even policemen gave me affectionate salaams. (d) I’d simply lay my head down on the desk. 

(v)  The narrators describes the first few days in Mumbai a disaster because
(a) the narrator didn’t like the food 
(b) the narrator knew no one
(c) the narrator couldn’t communicate with anyone due to language barrier
(d) the narrator couldn’t stand the weather

(vi) What did Miss Jean do when she caught the narrator sneaking out of the window?
(a) Miss Jean gave him twice the amount of homework.
(b) Miss Jean shifted him to the middle row away from the windows.
(c) Miss Jean complained to his parents.
(d) Miss Jean gave him a hug.

(vii) “Meanwhile I was getting possessive and minded if another child got more hugs” Which words given below 
can be replaced for “possessive and minded”?
(a) Jealous and bothered  (b) Jealous and insecure
(c) Jealous and unsure  (d) Jealous and angeredwww.jeebooks.in
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(viii) Pick some of the attributes that fit Miss Jean.
1. Helpful              2. Harsh                3.  Observant 4. Dogmatic           
5. Lenient
 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4                 (c) 4 and 5        (d) 1, 3 and 5

(ix) The word that the narrator feels for Miss Jean is
(a) resentment (b) annoyance           (c) gratitude              (d) guilt

(x) Synonym of pampered is
(a) spoilt             (b) pressured           (c) cherished              (d) respected

(xi) Antonym for tact is
(a) indiscretion      (b) consideration           (c) impact           (d) deft

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. All at once the church clock struck twelve. Then the Angelus. At the same moment the trumpets of the 
Prassians, returning from drill, sounded under our windows. M Hamel stood up, very pale, in his chair. I 
never saw him look so tall. “My friends”, said he, “I—I—” But something choked him. He could not go on.

(i) What followed right after the church clock striking twelve?
(a) uproar from the class             (b) sound of drill           
(c) the Angelas             (d) M Hamels’s speech

(ii) What did Franz listen under their windows ?
(a) The trumpets of the Prussians, returning from the drill
(b) Crowd in protest
(c) People shouting
(d) The Angelas

(iii) ‘I never saw him look so tall’. What does this mean ?
(a) Franz finding the teacher intimidating
(b) Franz’ new found respect for the teacher making him raise in stature
(c) Franz pitying the teacher
(d) None of these

(iv) Which word/words say M Hamel got emotional?
(a) My friends           (b) Something choked him  (c) Look so tall (d) Stood up

B. After that, Christmas Eve at Ramsjo passed just as it always had. The stranger did not cause any trouble 
because he did nothing but sleep. The whole forenoon he lay on the sofa in one of the guest rooms and slept 
at one stretch. At noon they woke him up so that he could have his share of the good Christmas fare, but 
after that he slept again. It seemed as though for many years he had not been able to sleep as quietly and 
safely as here at Ramsjo.

(i) Why did the stranger not cause any trouble ?
(a) He did nothing but sleep the whole day. (b) He ate their food.
(c) He was scared of the hosts. (d) He wanted to escape the place.

(ii) Where was he sleeping continuously ?
(a) In bed                (b) On the sofa in the guest room             
(c) Outside the house       (d) On the floorwww.jeebooks.in
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(iii) What happened at noon ?
(a) They asked him to leave.            
(b) They gave him his birthday present.
(c) They woke him up so that he could have his share of the good Christmas fare.
(d) They made him clean the house.

(iv) Which word/s implies the guest was feeling comfortable at Ramsjo?
(a) The stranger did not cause any trouble.
(b) At noon they woke him up. 
(c) He slept again.
(d) He had not been able to sleep as quietly and safely as here.

C. “Then the wizard hit her on the head and did not change that little skunk back.” “No,” he said. “The wizard 
said ‘O.K.’ and Roger Skunk did not smell of roses any more. He smelled very bad again.” “But the other 
little amum — oh! — amum — ” “Joanne. It’s Daddy’s story. Shall Daddy not tell you any more stories?” Her 
broad face looked at him through sifted light, astounded.

(i) Who did the wizard hit?
(a) Joanne               (b) Wizard’s son                (c) Roger Skunk           (d) No one

(ii) What happened after the wizard hit Roger Skunk?
(a) He smelled like roses again. (b) He smelled bad again.
(c) He turned into something else. (d) Roger skunk lost his friends.

(iii) Why did the father said “it’s daddy’s story”?
(a) Because Joanne did not like the ending and protested
(b) Because Joanne wanted him to stop the story
(c) because Joanne was ignoring her father
(d) Because the father did not care about Joanne

(iv) Which word means surprised?
(a) Sifted                 (b) Smell             (c) Broad            (d) Astounded

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. On their slag heap, these children
Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel
With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones.
All of their time and space are foggy slum.
So blot their maps with slums as big as doom.

(i) How was the physical condition of the children?
(a) Thin and weak                (b) Fat and strong         
(c) Plump and happy          (d) Slim and fit

(ii) What kind of spectacles they wear?
(a) New trendy spectacles            (b) Steel spectacle with mended glass
(c) Steel spectacles with beautiful designs             (d) Sturdy spectacles with new glasses

(iii) Why does the poet mean by the 4th line?
(a) The poet is saying their maps are only filled with slums.
(b) The poet is saying these children and their future are trapped in slums.
(c) The poet is saying these children live in foggy cold areas.
(d) The poet is saying these children like maps of foggy areas.www.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Which word means fixed?
(a) Mended               (b) Doom                     (c) Blot             (d) Peeped

OR
B. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green.
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.

(i) Why are the tigers called ‘Aunt Jennifer’s tigers’?
(a) Because they are her creation. She has knitted (embroidered) the tigers on a screen.
(b) Because she imagined them.
(c) The poet imagined it hers.
(d) Because the tiger was loyal to her.

(ii) What does the phrase,’ ‘a world of green’ mean?
(a) The green color of threads used in the embroidery
(b) The green forest/freedom to which the tigers belong.
(c) World of jealous people
(d) World of fake tigers

(iii) How are the tigers different from their creator?
(a) The tigers are more beautiful than the creator.
(b) The tigers are not alive.
(c) The tigers are brave, chivalric, confident and strong unlike their creator who is weak and oppressed.
(d) The tigers are yellow in color.

(iv) Synonym of sleek is
(a) Anger             (b) Meek                   (c) Smooth            (d) Bleak

5. Attempt any eight questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Derry’s attitude towards people and life in general is :
(a) optimistic               (b) pessimistic         (c) realistic            (d) sentimental

(ii) Douglas went to YMCA pool for learning how to swim instead of 
(a) California beach   (b) Yakima river             (c) Lake Wentworth         (d) Marine Lakes

(iii) Evans disguised as _______ to escape from the prison.
(a) the guard             (b) Jackson           (c) Governor               (d) McLeery     

(iv) Which poem deals with the mortality and aging?
(a) Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers                 (b) My Mother at Sixty six
(c) A Thing of beauty                        (d) Keeping Quiet

(v) The initial quote for refund by placed by Gandhi against the British Landlord was
(a) 25%              (b) 50%           (c) 30%           (d) 60%

(vi) In the story of the Rattrap the virtues Elda exhibited are:
(a) compassion and acceptance                 (b) humility and shyness
(c) sturdiness and passion                       (d) faith and desire

(vii) “All we have to fear is fear itself.” the lines were said by 
(a) Gandhi            (b) Charley        (c) Douglas           (d) Roosevelt

(viii) Which of the things did John Keats not mention in his poem A Thing of Beauty?
(a) Daffodils                (b) Musk roses            (c) Sheep            (d) Tigerwww.jeebooks.in
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(ix) Who worked at a tea stall?
(a) Mukesh           (b) Saheb           (c) Charley          (d) Evans

(x) The Governor falling for Evans and his elaborate plan makes him a _____ person.
(a) Shrewd           (b) Caring            (c) Gullible             (d) Skeptical

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Rk Sharma writing an advertisement for the newspaper to rent your  apartment in Dwarka. Give 

necessary details.
OR

B. You are Emmy, the president of cooking club. Your school is organising a cooking event for making tacos. 
Write a notice asking people to join the event with the necessary details.

7. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are English teacher of St. George High School. Draft an invitation to the author, Ms. Karuna K. 

requesting her to conduct a workshop on creative writing in your school. 
OR

B. You have received an invitation to be the judge for a debate  competition in St. Ann’s School. Send a reply 
in not more than 50 words, confirming your acceptance.

8. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Rekha Chauhan of Village Jhalawar in Barmer district of Rajasthan which is in the grip of a severe 

drought leading to deaths of men and animals due to non-availability of water, food or fodder. Write a letter 
to the Editor of the Rajasthan Times, Jaipur complaining against administrative apathy and suggesting 
remedial/relief measures.

OR
B. You are Keith who recently ordered 8 books from Book.Mart.com an online book shop, You haven’t received 

your order. Write a letter enquiring the about your delivery, your order id is SGN99833P.

9. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. You are Mansi / Manav of St. George Sr. Secondary School, Nainital. Your school has recently organised a 

Blood Donation Camp on Gandhi Jayenti. Now write a report as an editor for your school magazine on this 
widely acclaimed activity.

OR
B. Write an article about the drinking problem that plague our society.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i)  What is referred to as gold, which the people of Seemapuri so eagerly looked for in the garbage?
(ii) Was Shukla successful in persuading Gandhiji to visit Champaran? How?
(iii) Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?
(iv)  Whom does the poet appeal to change the life of the children for better in An Elementary School 

Classroom in a Slum?
(v) For Franz, what was much more tempting than going to school and why?
(vi) Douglas says “The instructor was finished. But I was not finished.” Why?www.jeebooks.in
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11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
 (i) Why was Dr Sadao impatient and irritable with the wounded American solider?
(ii) What would Stephens see whenever he peeped from the peephole?
(iii) Why did Charley run away from the third level?

12. Answer any one of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. What values does one learn from ‘Deep Water’? How is it relevant in one’s daily life?

OR
B. While giving his last lesson, how was M. Hamel a different teacher than what he used to be?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. What are some of the values we can inculcate from Dr. Sadao? Base your answer on your understanding of

story ‘The Enemy’.
OR

B. Reflecting on the story ‘Evans Tries an O-Level’, what do you feel about Evans having the last laugh at the 
prison authority and the other officials?

INSTANT

Download answers of this SQP from the given link 
https://bit.ly/3qDdTG6
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Should Wizard Hit Mommy?
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An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
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Deep Water
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My Mother at Sixty-Six
Indigo
The Rattrap
Deep Water
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Lost Spring
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Lost Spring
Indigo
The Rattrap
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
The Last Lesson
Deep Water

10

11
The Enemy
Evans Tries An O-Level
The Third Level

4

12
Deep Water
The Last Lesson 5

13
The Enemy
Evans Tries An O-Level 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage   ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-16, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) Today, India looks like it is on course to join the league of developed nations. It is beginning to establish a 

reputation not just as the technology nerve centre and back-office to the world, but also as its production 
centre. India’s secularism and democracy serve as a role model to other developing countries. There is great 
pride in an Indian that easily integrates with a global economy, yet maintains a unique cultural identity.

(2) But what is breathtaking is India’s youth. For despite being an ancient civilization that traces itself to the very 
dawn of human habitation, India is among the youngest countries in the world. More than half the country 
is under 25 years of age and more than a third is under 15 years of age.

(3) Brought up in the shadow of the rise of India’s service industry boom, this group feels it can be at least as 
good if not better than anyone else in the world. This confidence has them demonstrating a great propensity 
to consume, throwing away ageing ideas of asceticism and thrift. Even those who do not have enough to 
consume today feel that they have the capability and opportunity to do so.

(4) The economic activity created by this combination of a growing labour pool and rising consumption demand 
is enough to propel India to double digit economic growth for decades. One just has to look at the impact 
that the baby boomers in the US had over decades of economic activity, as measured by equity and housing 
prices. This opportunity also represents the greatest threat to India’s future. If the youth of India are not 
properly educated and if there are not enough jobs created, India will have forever lost its opportunity. There 
are danger signs in abundance.

(5)  Fifty-three per cent of students in primary schools drop out, one-third of children in Class V cannot read, 
three quarters of schools do not have a functioning toilet, female literacy is only 45 per cent and 80 million 
children in the age group of 6-14 do not even attend school.

(6) India’s IT and BPO industries are engines of job creation, but they still account for only 0.2 per cent of India’s 
employment. The country has no choice but to dramatically industrialize and inflate its domestic economy. 
According to a forecast by the Boston Consulting Group, more than half of India’s unemployed within the 
next decade could be its educated youth. We cannot allow that to happen.

(7) India is stuck in a quagmire of labour laws that hinder employment growth, particularly in the manufacturing 
sector. Inflexible labour laws inhibit entrepreneurship so it is quite ironic that laws ostensibly designed to 
protect labour actually discourage employment.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
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(8) Employment creation needs an abundant supply of capital. Controls on foreign investment have resulted 
in China getting five times the foreign direct investment, or an advantage of $200 billion over the past five 
years. The growing interest in India by global private equity firms offers well as they represent pools of patient 
and smart capital, but they too face many bureaucratic hurdles.

(9) When it comes to domestic capital availability, budget deficits adding up to 10 per cent of the national GDP 
impede capital availability for investment and infrastructure.

(10) Raising infrastructure spending, coupled with rapid privatization, may not only create employment but 
also address the growing gaps in infrastructure China has eight times the highway miles and has increased 
roads significantly in the past few years while India has only inched along. Freight costs at Indian ports are 
almost double the worldwide average, just to, give two examples.

(11) Moreover like the Lilliputians that kept the giant Gulliver tied down there are some 30,000 statutes in India 
of which only a portion are even operational and these keep the employment creation engine tied down. 
Since there are no sunset provisions in any laws the regulatory morass only grows every year.

(12) In the meantime, we as citizens of the world and descendants of India have to make a difference we have 
to ensure that India and its youth attain that potential both through our business pursuits and the support 
of educational charities, on-the-ground proponents of participative democracy as well as other deserving 
organizations and initiatives.

(13) I believe that hope can triumph and that this can be India’s century — not one that will happen as surely as 
the sun will rise each day, but one that many willing hands will need to create together.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) India is on its way to establish a reputation as _________ .
(a) technology nerve centre           (b) back office to the world
(c) production centre                       (d) all of these

(ii) India is amongst the youngest countries of the world because
(a) More than half the country is under 25 years of age and more than a third is under 15 years of age.
(b) India is a developing country
(c) India only gained independence a few decades ago
(d) India has more than a half of its population under 20 years

(iii) “This confidence has them demonstrating a great propensity to consume” the confidence referred here is
(a) India being a young country
(b) the feeling that India can be at least as good if not better than anyone else in the world.
(c) India being the world’s back office
(d) India being the biggest spender

(iv) What can propel India to double digit economic growth for decades?
(a) India’s young population
(b) India’s rising status in production and manufacturing
(c) The economic activity created by the combination of a growing labour pool and rising consumption 

demand
(d) Growth in public sectors

(v) India can lose the opportunity if _________ .
(a) there are not enough jobs (b) the youth is not educated
(c) housing prices are high (d) both ‘a’ and ‘b’www.jeebooks.in
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(vi) India’s ___________ are engines of job creation.
(a) IT (b) BPO (c) primary schools (d) both ‘a’ and ‘b’

(vii) The one factor that is obstructing the growth of employment in manufacturing sector in India is
(a) Population growth  (b) Uneducated youth
(c) Labour laws   (d) Lack of investors

(viii)  _________ gets five times more foreign direct investment.
(a) India (b) US (c) China (d) Russia

(ix) The narrator suggests _________ for creating more employment.
(a) Raising infrastructure spending (b) Rapid privatisation
(c) Increase in population (d) Both (a) and (b).

(x) Synonym of the word morass is
(a) Hiatus (b) Remorse (c) Quagmire (d) Problem

(xi) Antonym of asceticism is
(a) Frugal (b) Extravagant (c) Austerity (d) Pretty

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Torrential rains and swollen rivers have caused chaos across central and Eastern Europe, while a massive 

heat wave in southern Europe has helped reduce the Portuguese wood land to tinder. Tens of thousands of 
people face a massive relief operation as the extent of the devastation slowly becomes clear. The death toll 
continues to mount steadily across the continent. The latest estimate puts the number since mid August, 
2005 at over 150. “Unfortunately, we are expecting the number of victims to rise by the hour,” said Romanian 
interior minister Vasile Blaga. Though the heat wave persists in Portugal and Spain, forest fires in Portugal 
have been brought under control. By August 26, 2005, the waters began to recede across Germany and the 
Czech Republic, the countries hardest hit, by the floods. The situation also improved in Croatia, Austria, 
Bulgaria, Poland, Hungary and Slovenia. But some areas of Switzerland and Germany remained on alert. 
Huge damages were reported from all over Europe. Thousands of people had to be evacuated from their 
homes. Many villages were abandoned in Portugal, while helicopters were used in Switzerland and Austria 
to airlift people from flooded houses and landslides. The floods worst impact was along the Danube, Morava 
and Elbe rivers and their tributaries. Dresden in Germany was one of the hardest hit. Germany puts the 
damages at around US $14 billion, but the German state of Saxony alone puts its own costs at around US 
$16 billion. Austria quotes a clean up bill of US $2 billion, and the ‘Czech Republic US $3 billion. But all 
these figures are speculative. What is disturbing is that relief operations appear stretched. In Germany, 
only US $200 per adult is currently available from both the EU and the government. The reason behind 
the bedlam is the jet stream, high-speed winds usually found just below the tropopause, which drives the 
depressions and fronts that affect the weather. Usually found between 7,620 metres (in) and ‘13,716(m) 
altitude, it flows eastwards at speeds up to 200 m per hour around the Earth. It is formed when cold air 
from the Arctic meets warm air from the tropics. Because the jet stream fluctuates, its track makes huge 
differences to the weather. This year it positioned around Europe locking high pressure over southwest 
Europe which in its turn is responsible for creating intense drought in some parts and deluges of rain in 
other parts.

(2) While many blame global warming for the disaster, some scientists are reluctant to draw a direct link. 
“We are linking these events to climate change... There are also other things happening building up of 
the land, bad land use plans, bad fire prevention in the south... But all the factors together are more and 
more exacerbated by global warming,” explains Martin Hiller spokesperson for Worldwide Fund for Nature 
Malcolm Haylock of the University of East Anglia the UK, is more dithering. You can say that due to the 
Earth getting warmer there will be on an average more extreme events but you can’t attribute any specific 
event to climate change’.www.jeebooks.in
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(3) Despite growing consensus about global warming, it is hard to find long-term trends in rainfall that would 
have direct effect on the droughts and floods. Some experts believe the North Atlantic Oscillation climate 
system has caused a drift towards drier conditions in southern Europe and more rainfall in the north 
during winters; its effects during summers are not as clear.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 
follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) What helped reduce the Portuguese wood land to tinder?
(a) a massive heat wave in Southern Europe  (b) torrential rains and swollen rivers
(c) a fire in Eastern Europe (d) a heat wave in Western Europe

(ii) Which country had the forest fire under control despite the heat wave?
(a) Spain (b) Portugal (c) Germany (d) Czech Republic

(iii) Some areas of Germany and ______ remained vigilant of the floods even after the water levels receded.
(a) Slovenia (b) Hungary (c) Switzerland (d) Poland

(iv) With an estimated damage of about $ 2 billion _______suffered less as compared to its neighbouring 
countries.
(a) Austria (b) Czech Republic (c) Bulgaria (d) Poland

(v) The reason for the mayhem is credited to
(a) the strong wind pressure coming from the eastern Europe
(b) jet stream, high-speed winds usually found just below the tropopause affects the weather
(c) a massive heat wave in Southern Europe 
(d) torrential rains and swollen rivers

(vi) “But all the factors together are more and more exacerbated by global warming” meaning 
(a) Global warming combined with the other factors made little difference
(b) Global warming slowed down the impact of other factors
(c) Global warming was the root cause of the other factors
(d) Global warming made all the factors turn worse

(vii) “Despite growing consensus about global warming,”what is the growing consensus referred here?
(a) that global warming is responsible for these extreme events 
(b) that global warming is not related to these extreme events
(c) that global warming needs to addressed
(d) that global warming is not a serious threat

(viii) According to some experts what caused a drift towards drier conditions in southern Europe?
(a)  the South Atlantic Oscillation climate system has caused the change
(b) the North Atlantic Oscillation climate system has caused the change
(c) building up of the land  caused it
(d) bad fire prevention in the south is the reason.

(ix) Which of the statements is false?
(a) Torrential rains and swollen rivers have caused chaos across central and Eastern Europe.
(b)  In Germany, only US $200 per adult is currently available from both the EU and the government.
(c) Many villages were abandoned in Spain during the flood.
(d) The floods worst impact was along the Danube, Morava and Elbe rivers and their tributaries.

(x) “deluges of rain” means
(a) short period of rain  (b) heavy rain coming down at the same time
(c) little episodes of rain  (d) frequent rainwww.jeebooks.in
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(xi) Antonym of dithering is
(a) fluctuating (b) dwindling (c) advancing (d) dawdling

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. Then, from one thing to another,’ M. Hamel went on to talk of the French language, saying that it was the 
most beautiful language in the world the clearest, the most logical; that we must guard it among us and 
never forget it, because when people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they 
had the key to their prison. Then he opened a grammar book and read us our lesson. I was amazed to see 
how well I understood it. All he said seemed so easy, so easy !

(i) What did M. Hamel say about the French language ?
(a) That it was the most beautiful language in the world.
(b) That it was the language to enslave them.
(c) That it was the most difficult language in the world.
(d) That it was a forsaken language.

(ii) What  did M. Hamel asked them to never forget about the language ?
(a) That it is easy to learn any language.
(b) That language has nothing to do with one’s identity.
(c) That when people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had the key to 

their prison. 
(d) That language needed not be guarded.

(iii) ‘Key to their prison’, explain the phrase.
(a) ‘A tool to fight against slavery/oppression’
(b)  An opportunity to learn new culture
(c) A tool for escaping from your fellow countrymen
(d)  A means of forgetting your identity

(iv) What  Franz was amazed about?
(a) Franz was amazed about the speech M hamel gave
(b) Franz was amazed by how boring the lessons seem
(c) Franz was amazed by how easily he understood the lessons
(d) None of these

B. Go to the end of the lane and turn around three times and look down the magic well and there you will find 
three pennies. Hurry up.’ So Roger Skunk went to the end of the lane and turned around three times and 
there in the magic well were three pennies! So he took them back to the wizard and was very happy and ran 
out into the woods and all the other little animals gathered around him because he smelled so good

(i) Who was the one giving instructions to Roger?
(a) Jo (b) Roger’s mom (c) the wizard (d) Jo’s father

(ii) What did Roger find in the magic well?
(a) Three pennies (b) a perfume (c) 2 socks (d) 3 shirts

(iii) Why did all the other animals gather around Roger?
(a) Because he had money. (b) Because he had food.
(c) Because he smelled good. (d) Because he asked so.

(iv) Which word in the lines means pleased?
(a) Gathered (b) Turn (c) Ran (d) Happywww.jeebooks.in
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C. What about the injustice to the sharecroppers, Gandhi demanded. The lawyers withdrew to consult. 
Rajendra Prasad has recorded the upshot of their consultations : “They thought, amongst themselves, that 
Gandhi was totally a stranger, and yet he was prepared to go to prison for the sake of the peasants : If they, 
on the other hand, being not only residents of the adjoining districts but also those who claimed to have 
served these peasants, should go home, it would be shameful desertion.”

(i) What did Gandhi demand to the lawyers ?
(a) He demanded the lawyers about the injustice to the sharecroppers.
(b) He demanded the lawyers money for legal advice.
(c) he demanded the peasants’ crops as a gift.
(d) He demanded the lawyers leave him alone.

(ii) What was the reaction of the lawyers ?
(a) The lawyers didn’t listen. (b) The lawyers made new complaints.
(c) The lawyers withdrew to consult. (d) The lawyers decided to give up on the case.

(iii) What did the consultants think of Gandhi?
(a) They thought Gandhi was bluffing.
(b) They thought Gandhi a stranger was ready to go to prison for the peasants.
(c) they thought Gandhi will ask for a hefty sum of money.
(d) They thought poorly of Gandhi.

(iv) What would be- shameful desertion ?
(a) Leaving the country to British landowners would be shameful desertion.
(b) Staying in jail for peasant rights would be shameful dissertation.
(c) Fighting the British landlords would be a shameful dissertation.
(d) If they should go home, claiming to have served those peasants, it would be shameful desertion.

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.
The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.

(i) What was Aunt Jennifer’s hands doing?
(a) Prancing around   (b) knitting 
(c) Cooking   (d) Washing

(ii) In second line the massive weight is 
(a) Marriage and female oppression (b) Crushing desire
(c) Weight of guilt   (d) Weight of love

(iii) What was hard to pull?
(a) The wool (b) The ivory needle (c) the ring (d) None of these

(iv) Which word in the lines means immense?
(a) Fluttering (b) Hard (c) Massive (d) Band

OR
B. If we were not so single-minded

about keeping our lives moving,
and for once could do nothing, perhaps a huge silence
might interrupt this sadness
of never understanding ourselves
and of threatening ourselves with death.www.jeebooks.in
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(i) Whom does ‘we’ refer to in the above lines ?
(a) the human beings who are self-centred and who only think about themselves
(b) the creatures of the planet
(c) the poet and his friends
(d) the poet and nature

(ii) Why does the poet want us to ‘do nothing for once’ ?
(a) Because he doesn’t see the point in living 
(b) By doing nothing for once, we can have ample time to introspect ourselves and analyse our actions.
(c) Because he wants total shutdown of all activity for inner peace
(d) Because he wants to bring chaos to the world

(iii) What is the ‘sadness’ that the poet refers to in the poem ?
(a) The sadness of losing someone dear
(b) The sadness of being vulnerable
(c) The sadness of not understanding ourselves and harming each other
(d) The sadness of losing wealth

(iv) Which word means focussed?
(a) Moving (b) Nothing (c) Understanding (d) Single-minded

5. Attempt any eight questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) After meeting with the wizard Roger felt:
(a) Anxious (b) Unsure (c) Delighted (d) Saddened

(ii) Male chauvinism is addressed in 
(a) A Thing of Beauty  (b) Keeping Quiet
(c) My Mother at Sixty six (d) Aunt Jennifer’s tiger

(iii) Reverend J. Z. Hodge  was:
(a) Charley’s grandfather  (b) Mr Lamb’s real name
(c) A British missionary in Champaran (d) Douglas’ coach

(iv) Mukesh wanting to become a mechanic instead of making bangles makes him:
(a) Foolish (b) Aspirational (c) Greedy (d) Delusional

(v) According to Neruda the earth can teach us that
(a) There can be live in protection and resurrection of life
(b) There is no place for human beings
(c) There is no need for suspension of activities
(d) Life needs chaos

(vi) The bully who threw Douglas into the pool was:
(a) 16 years old (b) 18 years old (c) 19 years old (d) 17 years old

(vii) Galesburg was :
(a) Where Evans escaped to (b) Where Derek lives
(c) Where Charley wants to go (d) Where Joanne and her family lived

(viii) The wizard demanded _____ as fees for changing Roger Skunk’s smell.
(a) 3 pennies (b) 5 pennies (c) 6 pennies (d) 7 pennies

(ix) Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh were
(a) peasants (b) rebels (c) Gandhi’s disciples (d) Shukla’s friendswww.jeebooks.in
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(x) The Detective Superintendent whom the Governor summoned after Evans’ supposed escape was
(a) McLeery (b) Stephens (c) Carter (d) None of these

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are P. Sharma of Varanasi. You want an English tutor for year daughter. Write an advertisement to be 
published in the classified columns of a local newspaper.

OR

B. You are Praveen /Prabha. As the Secretary, Science Club of your school, write a notice informing students 
about an Inter-School Science Exhibition and encouraging them to participate in it.

7. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are Johnathan/Jessica Fernandez living at 48, Dhirubhai Colony, Mumbai. You have organised a 
birthday party for your grandmother who has just turned 80. Draft a formal invitation in not more than 50 
words, inviting friends and family members to attend the grand party. Provide all the necessary details.

OR

B. You are Manoj /Mini. You have been invited to attend a birthday party of your closest friend. Respond to 
this invitation, accepting it.

8. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Arun/Anjali of 21 Kailash Park, New Delhi. Write a letter to the Editor of the local newspaper about 
the menace of stray dogs in your colony.

OR

B. You are Rahul/Renu of 97, Prashan Vihar, Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh, studying at a coaching centre in 
Model Town, Delhi. You need accommodation for yourself. Write a letter to the Manager of Paying Guest 
Services, 108, students Complex, Model Town, Delhi, inquiring about the details such as the type of 
accommodation, monthly charges and other facilities.

9. Attempt any one of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are a press reporter. You have interviewed different victims of the earthquake to know their experiences. 
Sum up their experiences in 120-150 words as a report for a newspaper.

OR

B. Write an article on the dying business of physical copies in books and rise of e books in modern times.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) Who were the elderly persons sitting at the back benches ?
(ii) It is ‘a tradition to stay barefoot ‘ What is the attitude of the rag-pickers of Seemapuri towards wearing 

shoes?
(iii) How does the world depicted on the classroom walls differ from the world of the slum children?
(iv) From where did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap?
(v) What symbol from Nature does the poet invoke to say that there can be life under apparent stillness?
(vi) Why did Gandhiji meet Secretary of the British landlord’s association? How was he treated by him?www.jeebooks.in
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11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) What do you infer from Sam’s letter to Charley?
(ii) Who were Jackson and Stephens?
(iii) In what sense is the friendship between Mr Lamb and Derry fruitful?

12. Answer any one of the following questions in about 100-120 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Exploitation of the poor and the down trodden started a long time ago and ‘Indigo’ is a proof of that. 

However, the poor are still being exploited by the rich and it must be stopped.
 Based on your understanding of the chapter ‘Indigo’, how do you think exploitation can be defeated in 

present scenario?
OR

B. Desire, determination and diligence lead to success. Explain the value of these qualities in the light of 
Douglas’ experience in “Deep Water”. 

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. The arrival of the wounded American soldier destroyed the peace of Sadao’s home. Comment.

OR
B. Where did the Governor find Evans? How was he able to locate that place?

INSTANT

Download answers of this SQP from the given link 
https://bit.ly/3qDdTG6
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Indigo
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Keeping Quiet
Deep Water
The Third Level
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Indigo
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Invitation 
Invitation Reply

3
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9
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The Lost Spring
Lost Spring
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
The Rattrap
Keeping Quiet
Indigo
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11
The Third Level
Evans Tries an O Level
On the Face of it

4

12
Indigo
Deep Water 5

13
The Enemy
Evans Tries An O-Level 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-17, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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Writing Skills – – 2 2 16

Literary Text Books  
and Supplementary Reading Text

20 7 – 2 44
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) By the time Michael Phelps, the world famous swimmer, finished at the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Olympics, having 

come out of retirement, he had bagged five gold medals. This was one short of the six overall medals India 
has won in 70 years since independence.

(2) But put the swimmer’s four Olympics together, since Athens 2004, and he has 28 medals, including 23 gold. 
India has 23 medals in total since 1948.

(3) This comparison was cited often after India bagged a disappointing two medals in Rio, a slide since London 
2012 when it won – by its standards, a record – six medals.

(4) When seen in comparison to India’s overall size and population, we have the lowest number of medals per 
capita. India has never played the football world cup, has won a single individual gold medal at the Olympics 
and has had only a handful of people ranked No. 1 in their sport. The country’s only worthwhile success has 
come in a sport played by just a dozen nations.

(5) If we take into account the country’s sporting achievements since independence, the successes seem limited 
considering all disciplines except cricket – Olympic sports and others like chess, squash, racing, etc. In many, 
participation has not been credit-worthy. Gymnast Dipa Karmarkar, who finished fourth in the vault at Rio, 
and Dipika Pallikal, who got into the top 10 ranking in women’s squash in 2012, were significant achievements 
for Indian sportswomen. Yet – and cruelly so – they were no big achievements in the world of sport.

(6) But why is India so poor in sports ? Football is a craze in Bengal, Goa and Kerala, then why is the Indian 
football team ranked no. 97 in the World ? Over the years, experts and fans have offered several reasons to 
explain our lack of success : hereditary characteristics, poverty (therefore lack of nutrition), social divisions 
and an absence of sporting culture. Hereditary characteristics are used to explain why we do well in sports 
that do not require high athletic ability, speed and strength. Like cricket, billiards, chess, archery, shooting 
and tennis doubles (as opposed to singles which requires the entire court to be covered). But the Chinese, 
Koreans and Japanese share relatively the same height and physicality as Indians – China won 27 gold medals 
in Rio. If poverty were the reason, then it becomes difficult to explain the success of nations like Jamaica 
(11 medals in Rio, for example, and Usain Bolt), Ethiopia (8) and Kenya (14) in athletics. Lack of sporting 
culture may be one reason. For generations, Indians have felt the need to focus on academics as their ticket 
to a better life. Many schools and colleges do not have sports programmes, grounds or facilities. Politics, 
administration and corruption are a few obstacles responsible for robbing aspiring athletes of success in 
their fields. Scandals, scams and abuse of power have weakened several associations.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-18Subject Code : 301
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(7) But there are reasons why we are collectively feeling optimistic post London 2012. A bunch of nongovernmental 
organisations are trying (and succeeding) to fill the gaps that administrations have left behind, in providing 
funds to promising athletes. There is a change in mindset too. Parents are now able to allow their children to 
focus on sports, believing it to be a genuine career choice. Successful champions are investing in the growth 
of talent. Be it Geet Sethi, Viswanathan Anand, Prakash Padukone or P. Gopi Chand, they are bringing their 
star appeal and expertise to back their chosen sport. Leagues have started among many sporting disciplines, 
which, if continued and successful, are bound to create talent pools in the years to come, besides being 
financially rewarding.

(8) The growth of cricket, since the 1983 World Cup, through the business sense of the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) and thanks to the marketability of Sachin Tendulkar and M.S. Dhoni, among others, 
has seen the sport grow in small towns. Class and caste distinctions are less visible in cities, making sport 
more widely accessible. India’s growing economic strength is helping too – corporate giants as well as new 
businessmen are investing money and technology in sports businesses.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Over the 70 years India has won only ________ medals.
(a) six (b) twenty three  (c) twenty eight (d) none

(ii) Michael Phelps won _______ gold medals in his entire swimming career.
(a) 6 (b) 8 (c) 28 (d) 26

(iii) India’s best performance in the Olympics was at 
(a) Rio (b) London (c) Athens (d) Beijing

(iv) India has never played ________ .
(a) in Olympics   (b) in Cricket World Cup 
(c) in Football World Cup  (d) individual sports

(v) “The country’s only worthwhile success has come in a sport played by just a dozen nations” Which sport is 
the author referring to?
(a) Football (b) Chess (c) badminton (d) Cricket

(vi) The Indian states like Kerala, West Bengal and Goa are known for 
(a) their craze for football  (b) their craze for chess
(c) their craze for hockey  (d) their craze for wrestling

(vii) According the author, India’s lacklustre performance in World Sports events is due to:
(1) Hereditary   (2) Poverty  
(3) Lack of sporting culture (4) Govt. support
(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1, 2 and 3 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 4

(viii) A few obstacles hindering aspiring athletes are _______ .
(a) administration (b) politics (c) corruption (d) all of these

(ix) What is the change in the mindset the author is referring to?
(a) People no longer take interest in sports
(b) Parents allowing kids to focus on sports and considering it a career choice
(c) People not spending money in sports
(d) People preferring cricket only

(x) Which of the words in the para 7 means talented?
(a) Promising (b) Genuine (c) Expertise (d) Appeal

(xi) Antonym of disappointing is
(a) Disheartening (b) Boring (c) Gratifying (d) Demotivatingwww.jeebooks.in
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2. Read the passage given below.
 One of the biggest changes in India’s food scene in the last five years has been serving of tea like coffee is 

served in cafes (coffee houses). The market is estimated to be more than 1 lakh crore (assuming two cups of 
chai a day for every adult Indian). It is not just being brewed, boiled and sipped at home or at unorganised 
chaiwallahs found outside offices, markets, and neighbourhoods but at fashionable chai cafes. Chai Point, 
started in 2010 by Harvard studied Amuleek Singh Bijral in Bengaluru, was the first of these chai startups to 
start changing the game. Today, with over a hundred outlets pan-India, it claims to serve more than 3 lakh 
cups of tea every day. Chaayos, a company that serves chai, has grown from 7 cafes in 2015 to 40 cafes in 
Delhi, Mumbai and Chandigarh after it received an impressive $5 million funding from Tiger Verma, one of 
the two Chaayos founders, recalls the initial doubts. “When we started, one question everyone asked us was 
whether Indian customers will pay that much (40-150) for chai. But right from our pilot project in Cyber 
city, Gurugram, we found that people did and happily came back. A key to our business is repeat customers 
which is as much as 40-45%,” he says. Verma will not share his revenue numbers but says year-on-year 
growth is 300%. The company is now looking at highways (they’ve opened an outlet in Karnal) and airport 
formats, besides 24-hour cafes and large 100-150 seaters (they opened one in Delhi’s Karol Bagh).Chai Thela, 
a QSR (Quick Service Restaurant) focusing on offices and commercial hubs, offers street snacks like poha 
and vada-pav along with chai. Last year, it raised 1.5 crore from micro-venture capital firm quarizon and is 
set to expand. Its founder Pankaj Judge points out : “Earlier, all QSRs only focused on international foods. 
Now, the younger generation of Indians is more confident about its tastes.” Chai, Judge says, is no longer 
playing second fiddle to coffee, which was always seen as an aspirational drink. In fact, chai fans don’t just 
want to frequent these cafes but order it to be served at home as well. Both Chaayos and Chai Point offer 
home-delivered chai in insulated “kettles”. “Initially, we thought this would be a convenience for offices. 
But half our business is coming from homes,” points out Verma. Nothing can prove a changing chai culture 
more.

 Chai’s image change is visible within more luxury settings as well. A host of expensive restaurants are 
increasingly offering robust chai and not just exclusive tea menus. At St. Regis Mumbai, the country’s top 
luxury hotel brand, the afternoon high tea service is part of the brand’s core global experiences. But even 
within these elite settings what also does remarkably well is the local cutting chai. At Seven Kitchens, the 
coffee shop, you can see waiters weave their way through tables with glasses of cutting chai for breakfast 
every day.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 
follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) One of the biggest changes in India’s food scene in the last five years has been _
(a) to create more affordable food 
(b) serving of tea like coffee is served in cafes (coffee houses).
(c) serving coffee in more inexpensive way
(d) to make tea more popular

(ii) Chai point claims to serve _____ of tea cups in a day.
(a) 2 lakhs (b) 1 lakhs (c) 3 lakhs (d) 4 lakhs

(iii) Chayos was established in the year_____.
(a) 2010 (b) 2011 (c) 2013 (d) 2015

(iv) What according to Tiger Verma was the key to their tea business?
(a) expensive pricing of tea  (b) tea flavour
(c) repeat customers of about 40-45% (d) the placement of their shops

(v) Chayos next target is to open business in :
(a) airports (b) highways (c) towns (d) both a and bwww.jeebooks.in
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(vi) The snacks Chai Thela serves are :
(a) Poha and vada pav   (b) Samosa and vada pav
(c) Poha and sandwich  (d) Poha and noodles

(vii) “Chai, Judge says, is no longer playing second fiddle to coffee, playing second fiddle means?
(a) Being the best   (b) Being the second choice or second in importance
(c) Being equally liked   (d) being confused with something else

(viii) What proves a change in the chai culture?
(a) Most of the chai delivery orders coming from home rather than office
(b) Most of the chai delivery orders coming from office than home
(c) Preferring chai over coffee
(d) Chai being dropped for coffee

(ix) Choose a suitable title for the given passage.
(a) Tea and its growth in India (b) The changing chai scene of India
(c) Tale of the cutting chai  (d) How elite tea came into being

(x) Synonym of elite is
(a) Extra (b) Gentry (c) Elegant (d) Aloof

(xi) Antonym of robust is
(a) Sturdy (b) Meek (c) Mild (d) Frail

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. Lord, boy, you’ve got two arms, two legs and eyes and ears, you’ve got a tongue and a brain. You’ll get on 
the way you want, like all the rest. And if you chose, and set your mind to it, you could get on better than 
all the rest.

(i) Who said these lines?
(a) Derek (b) Mr Lamb (c) Derek’s mother (d) None of these

(ii) What was the intent of the speaker here?
 The intent of the speaker here is:

(a) To make Derek stop self pitying himself and do something worthwhile
(b) To make Derek upset
(c) To embarrass Derek for being  a brat
(d) To vent out his anger on the world through Derek

(iii) How can Derek be better than others?
(a) by choosing to and setting his mind to it
(b) by wallowing in self pity
(c) by being angry and bitter
(d) by being mean to others

(iv) What does the word “rest” in the lines mean?
(a) Relax (b) Break (c) Other people (d) Leftover

B. Gandhi never contented himself with large political or economic solutions. He saw the cultural and 
social backwardness in the Champaran villages and wanted to do something about it immediately. He 
appealed for teachers. Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh, two young men who had just joined Gandhi www.jeebooks.in
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as disciples, and their wives, volunteered for the work. Several more came from Bombay, Poona and other 
distant parts of the land. Devdas, Gandhi’s youngest son, arrived from the ashram and so did Mrs. Gandhi. 
Primary schools were opened in six villages. Kasturbai taught the ashram rules on personal cleanliness and 
community sanitation.

(i) What did Gandhi observe in the Champaran village?
(a) the cultural and social backwardness  (b) the poverty 
(c) the richness of tradition (d) the wealth

(ii) Who agreed to volunteer work as teachers?
(a) Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh 
(b) Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh and their wives
(c)  The lawyers of Champaram
(d) Kastruba 

(iii) From Gandhi’s family, who came to Champaran ?
(a) His eldest son and his wife Kasturbai came to Champaran
(b) His youngest son and his wife Kasturbai came to Champaran
(c) His wife alone came
(d) His son alone came

(iv) What did Kasturbai do to the people of Champaran ?
(a) She taught them basic education
(b) She taught them how to cook.
(c) She taught the ashram rules on personal cleanliness and community sanitation to the people of 

Champaran.
(d) She taught them how to grow their crops.

C. ‘But of course it is you, Nils Olof!’’ he said. “How you do look!” The man with the rattraps had never before 
seen the ironmaster at Ramsjo and did not even know what his name was. But it occurred to him that if 
the fine gentleman thought he was an old acquaintance, he might perhaps throw him a couple of kronor. 
Therefore he did not want to undeceive him all at once.

(i) Who was the owner of the Ramsjo ?
(a) Nils Olof (b) The peddler (c) The ironmaster (d) None of these

(ii) Who was Nils Olof?
(a) the ironmaster’s teacher  (b) An old acquaintance of the ironmaster
(c) the ironmaster’s son in law (d) Owner of Ramsjo 

(iii) The peddler decided to pretend as Nils Olof because he thought
(a) he might be angry at him
(b) he shouldn’t disappoint the old man
(c) he might get some money from the ironmaster 
(d) he should make a stranger happy

(iv) Which word in the lines mean dandy?
(a) Occurred (b) Acquaintance (c) fine (d) Undeceive

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces.
 Like rootless weeds, the hair tom around their pallor:
 The tall girl with her weighed-down head, the paper:
 seeming boy, with rat’s eyes.www.jeebooks.in
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(i) What are the children compared to?
(a) gusty waves (b) rootless weeds (c) pallor (d) paper

(ii) Why do you think the tall girl is sitting with a weighed down head?
(a) Because she is burdened by her poverty, the hardships of life and her misfortunes.
(b) She doesn’t like to study.
(c) She is still dreaming of  a better life.
(d) She is letting herself feel guilty.

(iii) Give two phrases which tell us that the children are under-nourished.
(a) paper- seeming’  (b) ‘with rat’s eyes’. (c) rootless weeds (d) both (a) and (b)

(iv) Another word for rootless is :
(a) Anchorless (b) Supportless (c) effortless (d) Worthless

OR
B. Now we will count to twelve
 and we will all keep still.
 For once on the face of the Earth
 let’s not speak in any language,
 let’s stop for one second,
 And not move our arms so much.

(i) What is the significance of the number ‘twelve’ ?
(a) There are twelve hours on the face of the clock and also there are twelve months in a year. 
(b) Poet’s favourite number
(c) 12 meaning end of time
(d) 12 meaning a specific time

(ii) Which two activities does the poet want us to stop ?
(a) To stop counting and caring
(b) The poet wants us to stop talking and moving our arms.
(c) To stop talking and eating
(d) To stop wars and crimes

(iii) What does the poet mean by ‘let’s not speak in any language’ ?
(a) Meaning let’s use a universal language 
(b) Meaning lets speak only in noise
(c) Meaning lets no try to understand each other
(d) Meaning lets maintain quiet and suspend activities for a while

(iv) Which word in the lines has the same meaning as utter?
(a) Count (b) Keep (c) Speak (d) Arms

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) Saheb ______working at the tea stall.
(a) loved (b) hated (c) didn’t care about (d) liked

(ii) M Hamel left his last class filled with 
(a) pride (b) joy (c) regret (d) hope

(iii) When Neruda said victory with no survivors about war, he meant
(a) the futility of war   (b) the need for war
(c) the need for survivors in war (d) the great win of warwww.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Douglas had his first unpleasant experience with water when he was _____old.
(a) about 4-5 yrs (b) 3-4 yrs (c) 10-11 (d) 12 yrs

(v) Kamala Das poem is based on _______experience.
(a) romantic (b) personal (c) casual (d) imaginary

(vi) What was the colour of the classroom in An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum? 
(a) lead (b) red (c) black (d) sour cream

(vii) Upon learning the peddler’s real identity the ironmaster:
(a) forgave him   (b) went to the sheriff to report him
(c) felt pity for the peddler  (d) wanted to keep the peddler at his manor

(viii) Jo called Roger Skunk’s mother _______ for turning Roger back to his usual self.
(a) smart (b) kind (c) stupid (d) ugly

(ix) The first hoax call the governor received was from :
(a) the Assistant Secretary  (b) MC Leery
(c) Stephens   (d) Carter

(x) Who according to John Keats deserves heaven?
(a) Those who are dead.  (b) Those who died for a noble cause.
(c) Those who fight for themselves. (d) Those who don’t appreciate nature.

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. Dream Girls Hostel,Pritampura, New Delhi needs the service of a warden. Draft an advertisement for 

publication in a local daily asking deserving candidates to appear for a walk-in-interview on 5 & 6 June 
from 9 am to 1 pm at B-3/58 (Ground floor) Safadarjung Enclave, New Delhi.

OR
B. You are Pradeep /Asha. As President of the Dramatic Club of your school; you have organised an inter-

school competition in one-act plays on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of your school. Write 
a notice in about 50 words, informing the students of your school about this proposed event.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are Ankit Verma. Your friend from Malaysia is staying in the hostel. Invite him to join Diwali 

celebrations with you at your residence.
OR

B. You are Rohan / Rani. You have been invited to participate in a seminar on ‘Fundamental Rights of Women’, 
organised by the Rotary Club of your distinct. Respond to the invitation by writing a letter to the Secretary 
of the club.

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Roadside vendors occupy most of the space on roads disturbing the flow of traffic and causing difficulties 

even to the pedestrians. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily expressing your views and suggesting 
ways and means to curb this problem. You are Rohit/Rachna, 15 Navkunj Apartments, Delhi.

OR
B. Write a letter to M/s S.M.T. Corporation, Chandigarh, complaining that the wristwatch you recently 

bought from them does not function properly and ask for a replacement. You are Deepti/Deepak Gupta, 
450, Sector 20, Chandigarh.
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9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)
A. The Principal of your school retired after rendering 35 years of meritorious service. A grand function was 

held to give him a hearty send-off. Write a report in 120-150 words for publication in your school magazine 
describing the celebrations. You are Satya/Saya.

OR
B. Write an article on rain water harvesting and how it will solve a lot of water deficiency problem in our 

country.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) What sights did Franz see on his way to school?
(ii) Whom does Anees Jung blame for the sorry plight of the bangle makers?
(iii) When did the ironmaster realize that the peddler was none of his regimental acquaintances?
(iv) How does the map on the wall tempt the slum children? 
(v) Why did Gandhiji meet Secretary of the British landlord’s association? How was he treated by him?
(vi) How do you think was Douglas rescued when he was about to be drowned?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) What did Derry’s mother think of Mr Lamb?
(ii) What was the second thing that happened in the afternoon? Why did this frighten the doctor’s wife, 

Hana too much?
(iii) What ‘new phase’ had come in Jo?

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words : [6]
 Explain how loneliness and the need to bond with others is depicted in the story ‘The Rattrap’?

OR

B. “All we have to fear is fear itself ”. How did Douglas overcome his childhood fear of water?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)
A. Every time the children have a different option than their parents/adults the former is invariably silenced 

by the latter just because they are children and ‘less experienced.’ Do you agree that same is the case with 
Jack and Jo? Why/Why not? Give your reasons based on your reading of the story ‘Should Wizard Hit 
Mommy?’.

OR
B. Derry sneaked into Mr. Lamb’s garden and it became a turning point in his life. Comment.

INSTANT

Download answers of this SQP from the given link 
https://bit.ly/3qDdTG6
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Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-18, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) Many of us believe that “small” means “insignificant”. We believe that small actions and choices do not have 

much impact on our lives. We think that it is only the big things, the big actions and the big decisions that 
really count. But when you look at the lives of all great people, you will see that they built their character 
through small decisions, small choices and small actions that they performed every day. They transformed 
their lives through a step-by-step or day-by-day approach. They nurtured and nourished their good habits 
and chipped away at their bad habits, one step at a time. It was their small day-to-day decisions that added 
up to make tremendous difference in the long run. Indeed, in matters of personal growth and character 
building, there is no such thing as an overnight success.

(2) Growth always occurs through a sequential series of stages. There is an organic process to growth. When 
we look at children growing up, we can see this process at work: the child first learns to crawl, then to stand 
and walk, and finally to run. The same is true in the natural world. The soil must first be tilled, and then the 
seed must be sowed. Next, it must be nurtured with enough water and sunlight, and only then will it grow, 
bear fruit and finally ripen and be ready to eat.

(3) Gandhi understood this organic process and used this universal law of nature to his benefit. Gandhi grew 
in small ways, in his day-to-day affairs. He did not wake up one day and find himself to be the “Mahatma”. 
In fact, there was nothing much in his early life that showed signs of greatness. But from his mid twenties 
onwards, he deliberately and consistently attempted to change himself, reform himself and grow in some 
small way every day. Day by day, hour by hour, he risked failure, experimented and learnt from mistakes. 
In small and large situations alike, he took up rather than avoid responsibility.

(4) People have always marvelled at the effortless way in which Gandhi could accomplish the most difficult 
tasks. He displayed great deal of self-mastery and discipline that was amazing. These things did not come 
easily to him. Years of practice and disciplined training went into making his successes possible. Very few 
saw his struggles, fears, doubts and anxieties, or his inner efforts to overcome them. They saw the victory, 
but not the struggle.

(5) This is a common factor in the lives of all great people: they exercised their freedoms and choices in small 
ways that made great impact on their lives and their environment. Each of their small decisions and actions, 
added up to have a profound impact in the long run. By understanding this principle, we can move forward, 
with confidence, in the direction of our dreams. Often when our “ideal goal” looks too far from us, we become 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
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easily discouraged, disheartened and pessimistic. However, when we choose to grow in small ways, taking 
small steps one at a time, performing it becomes easy.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Great people built their character and life through ________ .
(a) small decisions (b) small choices (c) small actions (d) all of these

(ii) “the child first learns to crawl, then to stand and walk, and finally to run.” We call this process
(a) organic growth (b) growth (c) testing period (d) tuning

(iii) “he deliberately and consistently attempted to change himself ” meaning
(a) He tried to change himself in sporadic impulsive way
(b) He made conscious and steady efforts to change himself
(c) He tried to change himself one day suddenly
(d) He put in real effort into keep himself consistent

(iv) The way Gandhi could accomplish the most difficult tasks made people___
(a) think of him strangely  (b) marvel at him
(c) praise him   (d) question his character

(v) “These things did not come easily to him.” “these” being referred here is:
(a) Self mastery (b) Discipline (c) Intelligence (d) (a) and (b)

(vi) “struggles, fears, doubts and anxieties” which of the words given below you can add in the given line that 
agrees to the general theme
(a) Insecurities (b) Dexterity (c) Certainty (d) Acceptance

(vii) “Each of their small decisions and actions, added up to have a profound impact in the long run.” “ Pick a 
proverb that echoes the statement
(a) A stitch in time saves nine (b) look before you leap
(c) too many cooks spoil the broth (d) Rome was not built in a day

(viii) What makes us discouraged and disheartened according to the narrator?
(a) Our daily struggles   (b) Our insecurities 
(c) Our unrealistic goals  (d) Our selfworth

(ix) Choose a suitable title for the given passage.
(a) Gandhi and his struggle in his early days (b) What makes great men great
(c) How to conquer self doubt (d) A closer look in self growth

(x) Synonym of insignificant is
(a) magnificent (b) valuable (c) trivial (d) omnipotent

(xi) Antonym of growth is
(a) Advancement (b) Stagnancy (c) Hiatus (d) Change

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Whether work should be placed among the causes of happiness or among the causes of unhappiness may 

perhaps be regarded as a doubtful question. There is certainly much work which is exceedingly irksome, 
and an excess of work is always very painful. However, work is not, to most people, more painful than 
idleness. There are, in work, all grades; from more relief of tedium up to the profoundest delights, according 
to the nature of the work and the abilities of the worker. Most of the work that most people have to do is 
not interesting in itself, but even that work has certain great advantages. To begin with, it fills a good many www.jeebooks.in



236 Class 12

hours of the day without the need of deciding what one shall do. Most people, when they are left free to 
fill their own time according to their own choice, are at a loss to think of anything sufficiently pleasant to 
be worth doing. And whatever they decide on, they are troubled by the feeling that something else would 
have been more pleasant here. To be able to fill leisure intelligently is the last product of civilization and at 
present very few people have reached this level. Moreover the exercise of choice is tiresome in itself. Except 
to people with unusual initiative, it is positively agreeable to be told what to do at each hour of the day, 
provided the orders are not too unpleasant.

(2) Most of the idle rich suffer unspeakable boredom. At times they may find relief by hunting big game in 
Africa or by flying around the world, but the number of such sensations is limited, especially after youth is 
past. Accordingly, the more intelligent rich men work nearly as hard as if they were poor. Work, therefore is 
desirable, first and foremost as a preventive of boredom, although uninteresting work is as boring as having 
nothing to do. With this advantage of work, another associated advantage is that it makes holidays much 
more delicious when they come. Provided that a man does not have to work so hard as to impair his vigour, 
he is likely to find far more zest than an idle man would possibly find. The second advantage of most paid 
work and some of unpaid work is that it gives chances of success and opportunities for ambition. In most 
work, success is measured by income and while our capitalistic society continues, this is inevitable. However 
dull work too, becomes bearable, if it is a means of building up a reputation. Continuity of purpose is one 
of the most essential ingredients of happiness and that comes chiefly through work.

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that follow.
 (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) What can be regarded as a doubtful question?
(a) Whether work and life balance is necessary (b) Whether work is the reason for our happiness
(c) Whether work is the reason for our misery (d) Both (b) and (c)

(ii) Excess amount of work is ____
(a) irksome (b) painful (c) rewarding (d) Both (a) and (b)

(iii) “However, work is not, to most people, more painful than idleness.” implying:
(a) Most people don’t like work
(b) Most people would rather suffer from work than stay idle
(c) Most people would like to stay idle
(d) Most people do not want pain of work

(iv) According to the author how is an uninteresting job still good for you?
(a) Because it annoys you even more
(b) Because you will give up due to boredom
(c) Because you will still have something to do with your time
(d) Because you will still want to suffer

(v) What is the last product of civilisation?
(a) The ability to waste time (b) The ability to create job for oneself
(c) The ability to fill leisure intelligently (d) The ability to sleep at work

(vi) Most of the rich suffer from _______.
(a) Excess of money   (b) Unspeakable boredom
(c) Sadness   (d) Excess of time

(vii) How do the more intelligent rich people work?
(a) they work nearly as hard as if they were poor. (b) they work minimum hours
(c) they work only on weekends (d) they create more work for themselveswww.jeebooks.in
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(viii) “Provided that a man does not have to work so hard as to impair his vigour,” what does impair his vigour 
mean?
(a) to repair his virtue   (b) to harm his alertness
(c) diminish his lifelines  (d) to damage his boredom

(ix) In most work success is measured by :
(a) target (b) promotion (c) growth (d) income

(x) Other than being occupied how does boring work becomes bearable?
(a) Boring work becomes bearable if its about building a reputation
(b) Boring work becomes bearable if it pays
(c) Boring work becomes bearable if you like the workplace
(d) Boring work becomes bearable if it gives you unrealistic goals

(xi) Inevitable synonym is:
(a) Mendable (b) Unavoidable (c) Bearable (d) plausible

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. Mukesh’s family is among them. None of them know that it is illegal for children like him to work in the 
glass furnaces with high temperatures, in dingy cells without air and light; that the law, if enforced, could 
get him and all those 20,000 children out of the hot furnaces where they slog their daylight hours, often 
loosing the brightness of their eyes.

(i) What did Mukesh and his family not know?
(a) That it is harmful to work in glass furnaces
(b) That it is illegal for children like him to work in the glass furnaces
(c) That they will lose their sight eventually
(d) How many children were working in the glass furnaces

(ii) The work place was :
(a) dirty with little to no ventilation (b) airy and bright
(c) spacious and full of natural light (d) dark and congested

(iii) What do you understand by ‘they slog their daylight hours’ ?
(a) They work under the sun.
(b) They work very hard during the whole day when they should be studying and doing normal activities.
(c) They waste away their youth.
(d) They sleep in the daytime.

(iv) What is the big loss they face working there?
(a) Their youth (b) Their sight (c) Their family (d) Their job

B. “It is queer that things have gone downhill with him as badly as that,” said the daughter. “Last night I did 
not think there was anything about him to show that he had once been an educated man.” “You must have 
patience, my little girl,” said the father. “As soon as he gets clean and dressed up, you will see something 
different. Last night he was naturally embarrassed. The tramp manners will fall away from him with the 
tramp clothes.”

(i) Why did the daughter say things are queer?
(a) Because their guest didn’t look like an educated man
(b) Because their guest didn’t interact with them
(c) Because their guest asked money from them
(d) Because their guest didn’t eat the food they offeredwww.jeebooks.in
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(ii) What did the father react to his daughter’s doubts?
(a) The father said he will confront their guest
(b) The father said as soon as he gets clean and dressed up, her doubts will be gone
(c) The father scolded his daughter for doubting his old friend
(d) The father was just as confused

(iii) According to the father their guest was
(a) tired (b) angry (c) embarrassed (d) nervous

(iv) Which of the words in the passage means demeanour?
(a) Queer (b) Educated (c) Patience (d) Manners

C. They thought he would demand repayment in full of the money which they had illegally and deceitfully 
extorted from the sharecroppers. He asked only 50 per cent. “There he seemed adamant,” writes Reverend 
J.Z. Hodge, a British missionary in Champaran who observed the entire episode at close range. “Thinking 
probably that he would not give way, the representative of the planters offered to refund to the extent of 
25 per cent, and to his amazement Mr. Gandhi took him at his word, thus breaking the deadlock.”

(i) What landlords had done with the sharecroppers ?
(a) Landlords had illegally and deceitfully extorted money from the sharecroppers.
(b) Landlords took over their lands.
(c) Landlords tried to sell off their lands to the govt.
(d) Landlords tried to give them their lands back.

(ii) Who was Reverend J. Z. Hodge ?
(a) He was the commissioner of Champaran.
(b) He was lawyer for the British govt.
(c) He was a British missionary in Champaran who observed the entire episode at close range.
(d) He was Gandhi’s friend.

(iii) What did the representative of the planters offer to refund ?
(a) Representative of the planters offered to refund to the extent of 15 per cent only.
(b) Representative of the planters offered to refund to the extent of 25 per cent only.
(c) Representative of the planters offered to refund to the extent of 50 per cent only.
(d) Representative of the planters offered to refund to the extent of 10 per cent only.

(iv) Which of the word from the given lines means impasse?
(a) Repayment (b) Refund (c) Amazement (d) Deadlock

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. Perhaps the Earth can teach us
 as when everything seems dead
 and later proves to be alive.
 Now I’ll count up to twelve
 and you keep quiet and I will go.

(i) What does the earth teach us ?
(a) That the live is full of chaos
(b) That there is life in what we think that is dead.
(c) That there is need of non stop activities
(d) That silence means no life
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(ii) Why does the poet count up to twelve ?
(a) The poet wants to introspect by counting twelve.
(b) To track the time
(c) To remind of the passing moment
(d) To make people take up more activities

(iii) What will keeping quiet help us achieve ?
(a) Peace and recuperation  (b) Total shut down of activities
(c) Ignore each other   (d) Make us lazy

(iv) Which lines says the earth is quiet?
(a) Now I’ll count up to twelve (b) and you keep quiet and I will go.
(c) as when everything seems dead (d) None of the above

OR
B. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie.
 Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.
 The tigers in the panel that she made
 Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.

(i) Why are Aunt Jennifer’s hands terrified?
(a) Due to the ordeals and hardships she has had to face being a patriarchal society
(b) Due to old age her hands were shaking
(c) Due to the terror she spread while alive
(d) Due to her own insecurities

(ii) Why did she make the tigers?
(a) She wanted the tiger’s design in the embroidery
(b) She has created tigers which are symbols of confidence and fearlessness because she wants to be like 

them.
(c) Because tigers will take care of the bad people
(d) Because tigers were lucky for Aunt Jennifer

(iii) How is the tiger that Aunt Jennifer created?
(a) Quiet and timid   (b) Bright and sweet
(c) Proud and unafraid  (d) Ugly and evil

(iv) “ringed with ordeals” signifies
(a) The ring on her hands  (b) The burden of marriage and patriarchy
(c) Aunt Jennifer’s happy life (d) The tiger

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) M Hamel was usually a ___ teacher.
(a) lenient (b) strict (c) kind (d) funny

(ii) Derry’s scar was caused by
(a) falling off a bicycle (b) his fight in the war (c) by acid (d) a knife attack

(iii) “merry children spilling out of their homes’ which adjectives ring from this lines?
(a) Youth (b) Silliness (c) Weakness (d) Frailty

(iv) Kasturba can be described as a _____partner.
(a) loyal (b) supportive (c) selfish (d) demandingwww.jeebooks.in
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(v) The bangle makers of Firozabad had ______ to their fate as a bangle maker.
(a) revolted (b) resigned (c) questioned (d) Rejected

(vi) Two poets who were inspired by nature is
(a) Adrienne Rich and Kamala Das (b) Das and Neruda
(c) Neruda and Keats   (d) Rich and Keats

(vii) Who was “a congenital kleptomaniac.”?
(a) Roger Skunk (b) Evans (c) Charley (d) Carter

(viii) Pick out the word that doesn’t echo with the theme of the poem A thing of Beauty.
(a) Romantic (b) Nature (c) Comfort (d) Poverty

(ix) Rajkumar Shukla was
(a) dumb (b) impatient (c) resolute (d) ungrateful

(x) How old was Derek when he met Mr Lamb?
(a) 3 (b) 14 (c) 15 (d) 16

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. You are the manager, Herbal India Ltd. Draft an advertisement for your company for the post of two Sales 

Executives. Specify your requirements, qualifications, experience and personality of the candidates.
OR

B. You are Amit/Amrita, Head Boy/Head Girl of your school (Zenith Public School). Write a notice for your 
school notice board calling for entries from desirous students for Britannia Quiz Contest—Preliminary 
round to be held at your school.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You are a student of Newton Public School, Nagpur. The school is holding its annual function on Saturday, 
the 15th November, 20XX at 11 a.m. The HRD Minister Dr M.M. Joshi has consented to be the chief guest. 
Design an invitation card to be sent to the parents and other invitees.

OR

B. You are Arjun /Aparna. Your school has been invited to participate in an inter-school On-the-spot painting 
competition organised by the Lions Club of your district. As General Secretary of the Painting Club of your 
school, respond to the invitation.

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. S.P. Chaudhri of 160, Netaji Subhash Chandra Enclave, Calcutta bought a frost-free B.L.P. Refrigerator of 
265 litres from “Wonder Home’, Central Market, Kolkata. Having used it for about a month he finds that 
the freezing section of the refrigerator is not working at all. Write a letter to the Sales Manager of the firm 
complaining about it and requesting for replacement of the defective piece. The refrigerator enjoys a two 
years warranty against any technical fault.

OR

B. You are a social worker. You feel upset as some of the good schools are admitting as many as 60-70 students 
in a class just to mint money. This is adversely affecting academic standards. Write a letter to the Editor of 
a national daily highlighting this corrupt practice. Sign the letter as Jaishri/Ranjan.www.jeebooks.in
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9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Cinema Fire claims 70.’ This is the newspaper heading. Write a report on the event mentioning the following 
points. Your report should be in about 150 words.
– Place, date
– What, where, when
– Details of cause of fire
– People injured, extent of damage
– Rescue operations
– Government’s response /action

OR

B. Write an article on the growth of local business in India and how it should be pushed for the nation’s future.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) Why was Gandhiji opposed to C.F. Andrews helping him in Champaran?
(ii) Why was the crofter happy when the peddler knocked on his door?
(iii) What forces conspire to keep the workers in the bangle industry of Firozabad in poverty?
(iv) What changes did the orders from Berlin cause in school that day?
(v) In spite of despair and disease pervading the lives of the slum children, they are not devoid of hope. 

How far do you agree?
(vi) When Douglas realised that he was sinking, how did he plan to save himself?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) What forced Dr. Sadao to be impatient and irritated with his patient?
(ii) Mr. Lamb told Derry the story of a man who hid himself in his room. Why did the man do so and with 

what result?
(iii) Why does Jack insist that it was the wizard that was hit and not the mother?

12. Answer any one of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. How did a visit to Champaran become a turning point in Gandhi’s life? How does this show Gandhi’s love 
and concern for the common people of India?

OR

B. The bangle makers of Firozabad make beautiful bangles and make everyone happy but they themselves live 
and die in squalor. Explain.

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. A child’s standpoint invariably is different from that of an adult. Justify the statement with reference to the 
story, Should Wizard Hit Mommy?

OR

B. It was sheer negligence on the part of the prison staff that helped Evans to escape. Comment.

INSTANT

Download answers of this SQP from the given link 
https://bit.ly/3qDdTG6
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Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-19, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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PART - A (40 Marks)

READING (20 MARKS)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1) Archaeology is the scientific study of the remains of past human culture. Archaeologists investigate the lives 

of early people by studying the objects those people left behind. Such objects include buildings, artwork, 
tools, bones and pottery. Archaeologists may make exciting discoveries, such as a tomb filled with gold or 
the ruins of a magnificent temple in the midst of a jungle. However, the discovery of few stone tools or grains 
of hardened corn may reveal even more about early people.

(2) Archaeological research is the chief method available for learning about societies that existed before the 
invention of writing about 5,000 years ago. It also provides an important supplement to our knowledge of 
ancient societies that left written records. In America, archaeology is considered as a branch of anthropology, 
the scientific study of humanity and human culture. European archaeologists, however, think of their work 
as closely related to the field of history. Archaeology differs from history in that historians mainly study the 
lives of people as recorded in written documents.

(3) Archaeologists look for information about how, where, and when cultures developed. Like other social 
scientists, they search for reasons why major changes have occurred in certain cultures. Some archaeologists 
try to understand why ancient people stopped hunting and started farming. Others develop theories about 
what caused people to build cities and to set up trade routes. In addition, some archaeologists look for reasons 
behind the fall of such early civilizations as the Maya in Central America and the Romans in Europe.

(4) Archaeologists examine any evidence that can help them explain how people lived in past times. Such 
evidence ranges from the ruins of a large city to a few stone flakes left by someone making a stone tool long 
ago.

(5) The three basic kinds of archaeological evidence are artifacts, features and ecofacts. Artifacts are objects 
that were made by people and can be moved without altering their appearance. Artifacts include objects 
like arrowheads, pots and beads. Artifacts from a society with a written history may also include clay tablets 
and other large structures built by ancient people. Unlike artifacts, features cannot be separated from 
their surroundings without changing their form. Ecofacts reveal how ancient people responded to their 
surroundings. Examples of ecofacts include seeds and animal bones.

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-20Subject Code : 301
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(6) Any place where archaeological evidence is found is called an archaeological site. To understand the behaviour 
of the people who occupied a site, archaeologists must study the relationship among the artifacts, features 
and ecofacts found there. For example, the discovery of stone spearheads near the bones of an extinct kind 
of buffalo at a site in New Mexico showed that early human beings had hunted buffalo in that area.

(7) If objects are buried deep in the ground, their position in the earth also concerns archaeologists. The scientists 
study the layers of soil and rock in which objects are found to understand the conditions that existed when 
the objects were placed there. In some places, archaeologists find many levels of deposits called strata. The 
archaeological study of strata, called stratigraphy, developed from the study of rock layers in geology.

(8) Archaeologists use special techniques and equipment to gather archaeological evidence precisely and 
accurately. They also keep detailed records of their findings because much archaeological research destroys 
the remains being studied. Locating sites is the first job of the archaeologist. Sites may be above ground, 
underground or underwater. Some large sites are located easily because they are clearly visible or can be 
traced from descriptions in ancient stories of other historical records. Such sites include the pyramids of 
Egypt and the ancient city of Athens in Greece.

(9) Archaeologists use systematic methods to discover sites. The traditional way to find all the sites in region 
is through a foot survey. In this method, archaeologists space themselves at measured distance and walk in 
preset directions. Each person looks for archaeological evidence while walking forward. Scientific methods 
are used to help discover underground sites. Aerial photography, for example, can reveal variations in 
vegetation that indicate the presence of archaeological evidence.

(10) Archaeologists describe, photograph and count the objects they find. They group the objects according to 
type and location. Three steps are followed to interpret the evidence found. They are classification, dating 
and evaluation.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Archaeology is the scientific study of :
(a) human bones   (b) human brain
(c) remains of past human culture (d) human culture

(ii) Archaeologists break down the lives of early people by
(a) Studying their bones  (b) studying their history
(c) studying the objects they left behind (d) studying their genetic structure

(iii) Archaeology is considered a branch of anthropology which is the study of:
(a) human remains   (b) humanity and human cultures
(c) human records   (d) old forms of art

(iv) Objects like seeds and animal bones are considered as
(a) artifacts (b) features (c) ecofacts (d) none of these

(v) Artifacts made by people includes object such as
(a) pots (b) beads (c) clay tablets (d) all of these

(vi) Layers of rock and soil in which objects are found are studied in order to understand the
(a) the age of the object
(b) the conditions that existed when the objects were placed there
(c) the strength of the object
(d) the environmental connectionwww.jeebooks.in
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(vii) Special techniques and equipment help archaeologists to :
(a) read maps precisely and accurately
(b) gather archaeological evidence precisely and accurately
(c) study the soil precisely and accurately
(d) break old monuments precisely and accurately

(viii) Archaeologists keep detailed records of their findings because:
(a) they have to research with the other findings
(b) they destroy evidence while studying the findings
(c) they submit data for their colleagues to compare and research
(d) they are making artifacts themselves

(ix) The first job of an archaeologist is to:
(a) find artifacts   (b) discover the ecofacts
(c) locate an archaeological site (d) keep detailed record

(x) Which of the following statement is false?
(a) Archaeologists look for information about how, where, and when cultures developed.
(b) The three basic kinds of archaeological evidence are artifacts, features and ecofacts. 
(c) Archaeology differs from history in that historians mainly study the lives of people as recorded in 

written documents.
(d) Three steps are followed to interpret the evidence are classification, location and evaluation.

(xi) Synonym of reveal is
(a) release (b) disclose (c) retreat (d) Subtle

2. Read the passage given below.
(1) Though the U.S. prides itself on being a leader in the world community, a recent report shows that it lags far 

behind other industrialised countries in meeting the needs of its youngest and most vulnerable citizens. The 
U.S. has a higher infant mortality rate, a higher proportion of low birth weight babies, a smaller proportion 
of babies immunised against childhood diseases and a much higher rate of adolescent pregnancies. These 
findings, described as a “quiet crisis” requiring immediate and far-reaching action, appeared in a report 
prepared by a task force of educators, doctors, politicians and business people. According to the report, a 
fourth of the nation’s 12 million infants and toddlers live in poverty.

(2) As many as half confront risk factors that could harm their ability to develop intellectually, physically and 
socially. Child immunisations are too low, more children are born into poverty, more are in substandard care 
while their parents work and more are being raised by single parents. When taken together, these and other 
risk factors can lead to educational and health problems that are much harder and more costly to reverse. 
The crisis begins in the womb with unplanned parenthood. Women with unplanned pregnancies are less 
likely to seek pre-natal care.

(3) The problems continue after birth where unplanned pregnancies and unstable partnerships often go hand 
in hand. Since 1950, the number of single parent families has nearly tripled. More than 25 percent of all 
births today are to unmarried mothers. As the number of single parent families grows and more women 
enter the work force, infants and toddlers are increasing in the care of people other than their parents. Most 
disturbingly, recent statistics show that American parents are increasingly neglecting or abusing their children. 
In only four years from 1987-1991 the number of children in foster care increased by over 50 percent.

(4) Babies under the age of one are the fastest growing category of children entering foster care. The crisis affects 
children under the age of three most severely, the report says. Yet, it is this period-from infancy through 
preschool years-that sets the stage for a child’s future.www.jeebooks.in
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On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 
follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

(i) Where is the US lagging behind in the global picture?
(a) it lags far behind other industrialised countries in meeting the needs of its youngest and most 

vulnerable citizens
(b) it lags behind in general infrastructure
(c) it lags behind in human resources
(d) it lags behind in natural resources

(ii) “infant mortality rate” means
(a) the number of infants that died before birth
(b) the number of infant deaths for every 1000 live births
(c) the age at which an infant dies
(d)  the rate at which infants are born

(iii) According to the report one by ____ of the infant population lives in poverty.
(a) third (b) fourth (c) fifth (d) sixth

(iv) What is the root cause of the crisis US is facing?
(a) poverty   (b) lack of education
(c) lack of access to healthcare (d) unplanned pregnancy

(v) What type of women do not seek pre natal care?
(a) working adults   (b) single parenting women
(c) women with unplanned pregnancy (d) financially stable women

(vi) “unstable partnerships”  means
(a) biological parents separating and not having a stable relationship
(b) changing sexual partners
(c) changing living conditions constantly
(d) changing priorities of the biological parents

(vii) Since 1950, the number of single parent families has increased by _____ folds.
(a) two (b) three (c) four (d) five

(viii) The fastest growing category of children entering foster care are 
(a) babies above the age of 1 (b) babies under the age of 2
(c) babies under the age of 1 (d) babies above the age of 3

(ix) Which of these statements is false based on the passage?
(a) In only four years from 1987-1991 the number of children in foster care increased by over 50 percent.
(b) According to the report, a fourth of the nation’s 12 million infants and toddlers live in poverty
(c) On the U.S. 80% of teenage pregnancies and 56% of all pregnancies are unplanned.
(d) The crisis affects children under the age of one most severely.

(x) Synonym of severely is
(a) slowly (b) rapidly (c) acutely (d) largely

(xi) Antonym of neglect is
(a) cherish (b)  forsake (c)  ignore (d) renderwww.jeebooks.in



248 Class 12

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8)

A. This morning, Saheb is on his way to the milk booth. In his hand is a steel canister. “I now work in a tea stall 
down the road,” he says, pointing in the distance. “I am paid 800 rupees and all my meals”. Does he like the 
job ? I ask, His face, I see, has lost the carefree look. The steel canister seems heavier than the plastic bag 
he would carry so lightly over his shoulder. The bag was his. The canister belongs to the man owns the tea 
shop. Saheb is no longer his own master!

(i) What did Saheb had in his hand?
(a) his sack of rag (b) a steel canister (c) water (d) cash

(ii) Why steel canister seemed heavier than the plastic bag?
(a) Because he didn’t enjoy his job at the tea stall
(b) Because he enjoyed his job at the tea stall
(c) Because he was carrying a lot of milk
(d) Because he pretended so

(iii) Saheb’s wage was ________ .
(a) 80 rupees (b) 800 rupees (c) 8000 rupees (d) 600 rupees

(iv) Whose canister was Saheb carrying?
(a) His own   (b) The author’s
(c) The man who owns the tea shop (d) None of the above

B. The young American, without a word, shook Sadao’s hand warmly, and then walked quite well across the 
floor and down the step into the darkness of the garden. Once — twice... Sadao saw his light flash to find 
his way. But that would not be suspected. He waited until from the shore there was one more flash. Then he 
closed the partition. That night he slept.

(i) Why did the young american Shake Sadao’s hand?
(a) To say goodbye   (b) To express his gratitude
(c) To show his dominance (d) both (a) and (b)

(ii) What did Sadao observe about the American?
(a) That he used his light flash to find his way
(b) That he walking straight into the dark
(c) That he was rushing to get away from him
(d) That he didn’t need the flash light

(iii) How long Sadao watched the American?
(a) Sadao didn’t watch the American leave
(b) Sadao couldn’t see the American 
(c) He waited until from the shore there was one more flash
(d) He went to sleep as soon as they shook hands

(iv) Which line/phrase implies Sadao was finally relieved?
(a) Shook Sadao’s hand warmly 
(b) He waited until from the shore there was one more flash
(c) Once — twice... Sadao saw his light flash to find his way.
(d) That night he slept.www.jeebooks.in
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C. The wagon had hardly stopped at the front steps when the ironmaster asked the valet whether the stranger 
was still there. He added that he had heard at church that the man was a thief. The valet answered that the 
fellow had gone and that he had not taken anything with him at all. On the contrary, he had left behind a 
little package which Miss Willmansson was to be kind enough to accept as a Christmas present.

(i) What did the ironmaster ask the valet ?
(a) The ironmaster asked the valet whether the stranger was still there.
(b) The ironmaster asked the valet to scare the stranger away
(c) The ironmaster asked the valet to come and help him
(d) The ironmaster asked the valet to call the stranger inside

(ii) What was the news at church ?
(a) That the man was marrying ironmaster’s daughter.
(b) That the man stole money from the ironmaster.
(c) that the man was a thief. 
(d) that the man was a general.

(iii) What was the answer of the valet ?
(a) The valet answered that the fellow had gone and that he had not taken anything with him at all.
(b) The valent answered the church called him a thief.
(c) The valet ignored the questions.
(d) All of these.

(iv) What did the paddler left behind?
(a) Money for the ironmaster
(b) His clothes 
(c) All his belongings
(d) A little package to thank Miss Willmansson and gift her the Christmas present.

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow.  (1 × 4 = 4)

A. On sour cream walls, donations.  Shakespeare’s head,
Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities.
Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map
Awarding the world its world.

(i) What are displayed on the walls ?   
(a) Different things donated by people are displayed
(b) Maps of different places
(c) Bright paintings are displayed
(d) All of these

(ii) What is meant by ‘sour cream’ walls?
(a) damp and faded walls of the classroom that give foul smell
(b) Shakespeare’s head that looks like wall
(c) Walls painted with cream color
(d) Walls with clouds drawn on it

(iii) The poet call the map ‘open-handed’ because
(a) all maps are opened and spread
(b) all the places of the world are shown in it and it is big.
(c) all flowers and valleys can be seen on the map
(d) children open them in their handswww.jeebooks.in
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(iv) Which word in the line means charity?
(a) Awarding (b) Dawn (c) Donations (d) World

OR

B. Its loveliness increases, it will never
Pass into nothingness: but will keep
A bower quiet for us, and a sleep
Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing.

(i) Whose loveliness will keep on increasing ?
(a) That of beautiful women (b) That of happiness
(c) That things of beauty like nature (d) That of old tales

(ii) Identify the phrase which says that ‘it is immortal’.?
(a) It will never pass into nothingness (b) Its loveliness increases,
(c) A bower quiet for us  (d) Full of sweet dreams, 

(iii) Bower means
(a) Shower   (b) Flower
(c) Nice and shady place  (d) Plants

(iv) What kind of sleep does the poet say we’ll get ?
(a) A dreamless sleep  (b) Sleep full of sweet dreams
(c) Restless sleep   (d) Noisy sleep

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions of following from the ten given below. (1 × 8 = 8)

(i) A shocking order came from German that
(a) Only German would be taught in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine
(b) Only French  would be taught in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine
(c) Only German speaking people will be granted special privilege
(d) That German be taught alongside French in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine

(ii) Roger Skunk’s mother hit the wizard with 
(a) a book (b) a stick (c) an umbrella (d) a broom

(iii) Which of the poets can be considered a feminist?
(a) Das (b) Keats (c) Rich (d) Neruda

(iv) Evans’ escape plan  was :
(a) simple (b) rushed (c) meticulous (d) impulsive

(v) Pick the word that doesn’t  resonate with the theme of My Mother at Sixty-six?
(a) Bleak (b) Slum (c) Childhood (d) Jubilation

(vi) Vive la France!” means
(a) Speak french (b) Long live French (c) Long live France (d) France the beauty

(vii) What was Neruda seeking through her appeal for quietude was?
(a) Time for introspection for everyone
(b) Suspension of all human activities for self gratification
(c) Reasons to fight the right war
(d) To silence the victims of warwww.jeebooks.in
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(viii) Joanne protested  the ending of the story and being mad at mother for changing Roger Skunk back. This 
makes her a _____child.
(a) evil (b) stupid (c) precocious (d) weird

(ix) One word to describe the story of the Enemy is
(a) Surgeon (b) Sea (c) Humanity (d) War

(x) Stephen Spender’s poem is a plea:
(a) To donate more money to his school
(b) To save the children of the slum and ensure they have a future
(c) To make people feel guilty
(d) To drive away the slum population

PART - B (40 Marks)

WRITING (16 Marks)

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)

A. You possess an acre of land in the heart of the city. You want to dispose of this property since you have 
decided to buy a flat. Write an advertisement to be published in a national daily, giving all the necessary 
details. You are Krishan of Moti Nagar, Delhi.

OR
B. You are Pushpak /Pooja. As the Secretary of the Social Service League of your school; you have organised a 

cultural benefit show in aid of mentally handicapped children of your town, Vijayawada. Write a notice in 
not more than 50 words for your school notice board, giving necessary information about the programme.

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 3 = 3)
A. Your parents have completed 25 years of happy married life. Invite your aunt, living in Hyderabad, to join 

you in the Silver Jubilee celebration of their marriage at your residence.
OR

B. You are Jaya / Jayant. You have been invited to be the guest of honour in the opening ceremony of new 
recreation hall in Shaurya club of your distinct. Respond to the invitation by writing a letter to the Secretary 
of the club.

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. You are Vivek/Varsha Malhotra, Head Boy /Girl of Zenith Public School, Ashok Vihar, New Delhi. You 
have to organise short tours to Agra, Jaipur and Chandigarh. Write a letter to Globe Tours and Travels, 235, 
Nehru Place, New Delhi, enquiring about their terms for conducted tours by deluxe buses. Also ask about 
the fare, boarding and lodging charges and arrangements, total time of the trip and mode of payment.

OR

B. Write a letter to the Editor of The Times of India about the poor attention and the negligence on the part of 
the medical staff in some of the government hospitals of Delhi. Sign as Mary/Max of No. 117, Vasant Vihar, 
New Delhi.

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following : (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Recently, the protest of bus-operators against the banning of diesel driven buses brought transport to a 
standstill. Describing the plight of the harassed commuters—school children, office-goers, patients, old 
and sick persons, write a report in about 150-200 words for a newspaper. You are Nidhi/Manoj.www.jeebooks.in
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OR 

B. Write an article in 120-150 words about the importance of work-life balance.

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10)
(i) What did the peddler say in his defence when it was clear that he was not the person the ironmaster 

had thought he was?
(ii) What was the attitude of the average Indian  in smaller localities towards advocates of ‘home rule’?
(iii) What does the writer say about Savita in Lost Spring?
(iv) Why is Pablo Neruda against ‘total inactivity’? 
(v) How did Douglas remove his residual doubts about his fear of water? 
(iv) How did Franz’s feelings about M.Hamel and school change?

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4)
(i) How does Charley describe Galesburg as it used to be in 1894?
(ii) What part of the story did Jack himself enjoy the most and why?
(iii) What did the Detective Superintendent inform the Governor about Evans? 

12. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in about 120-150 words. (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Given his temperament, Edla’s father would have failed in reforming the peddler. How did Edla succeed?

OR

B. Our native language is a part of culture and we are proud of it. How does the presence of village elders in 
the classroom and M.Hamel’s last lesson show their love for French?

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5)

A. Good human values are far above any other value system. How did Dr. Sadao succeed as a doctor as well as 
a patriot? 

OR

B. Derry said, “It (acid) ate me up.” How did this fact affect his attitude towards life?

INSTANT

Download answers of this SQP from the given link 
https://bit.ly/3qDdTG6
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PART - A (40 Marks)
READING (20 Marks)

1. Read the passage given below.
(1)  “Who doesn’t know how to cook rice? Cooking rice hardly takes time.” said my father. So, I challenged myself. 

I switched from news to You Tube and typed, “How to cook rice?” I took one and a half cups of rice. Since 
I didn’t have access to a rice cooker, I put the rice in a big pot. Firstly, the rice has to be washed to get rid 
of dust and starch. I thought I won’t be able to drain the rice and that it will fall out of the pot. I observed 
the chef as I swirled the rice around and used my dexterous hands to drain it, not once, not twice, but three 
times. I looked down at the sink and saw less than 50 grains that made their way out of the pot. Suffice to 
say, I was up to the mark. 

(2)  The video stated that the key to perfect rice is equal amounts of rice and water. I have heard that professionals 
don’t need to measure everything; they just know what the right amount is. But as this was my first time in 
the kitchen, I decided to experiment by not measuring the water needed for boiling the rice. I wanted the rice 
to be firm when bitten, just like pasta. I don’t enjoy the texture of mushy rice. It has to have that chutzpah; 
it has to resist my biting power just for a bit before disinte-grating. 

(3)  After what seemed like 10 minutes, all the water disappeared. I went in to give it a good stir. To my surprise, 
some of the rice got stuck to the pot. I tried to scrape it off but to no avail. At the same time, there was a 
burning smell coming from it. I quickly turned the stove off. “What have you done to the kitchen?” shouted 
Mother, while coming towards the kitchen. I managed to ward her off.

(4)  Finally, when the time came to taste my creation, I was surprised! It wasn’t bad at all. The rice had the desired 
consistency. Sure, a little more salt would’ve been better, but I just added that while eating. The experience 
was fairly rewarding and memorable. It taught me a new sense of respect for those who cook food on a 
regular basis at home or engage in gourmet creations professionally.

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven given 
below. (1 × 10 = 10) 

(i) Father’s question to the narrator, about knowing how to cook rice, was intended to 
(a) criticize the narrator’s lack of abilities. 
(b) make the process sound simple. 
(c) encourage the narrator to take up cooking. 
(d) showcase his own expertise in cooking rice. 

ENGLISH CORE
Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum marks : 80

General Instructions :

(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SQP-21Subject Code : 301
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(ii)  “I switched from news to YouTube …” Pick the option in which the meaning of ‘switch(ed)’ is NOT the 
same as it is in the passage. 
(a) He switched on the radio to listen to the news while having dinner. 
(b) “Forget these diet supplements and switch to yoga, if you want a true sense of well-being.” 
(c) Mom switched to reading fiction recently because she was bored with cook-books. 
(d) The company will switch the trucks to other routes to bring down city pollution. 

(iii)  Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the correct sequence of the process. 
 1. Use water to wash the rice. 
 2. Repeat the process three times. 
 3. Drain the water off. 
 4. Put rice in a utensil. 
 5. Swirl the water in and around the rice. 
(a) 4, 2, 1, 3, 5  (b) 1, 3, 2, 5, 4  (c) 4, 1, 5, 3, 2  (d) 5, 1, 2, 4, 3 

(iv)  The narrator says that he has dexterous hands. He would have had a problem had it been the opposite. NOT 
BEING dexterous means, being 
(a) uncomfortable.  (b) clumsy.  (c) unclear.  (d) clueless. 

(v) Which option represents the correct ratio of water to rice for cooking ‘perfect rice’? 

(1) (2) (3) (4)
(a) Image 1  (b) Image 2  (c) Image 3 (d) Image 4

(vi) How did mother react to the burning smell? 
(a) She commented on it.  (b) She brushed it aside. 
(c) She enquired about it.  (d) She handled it . 

(vii) According to the passage, the fact that the narrator risked experimentation, on his maiden attempt in the 
kitchen, shows that he was 
(a) conscientious. (b) nervous. (c) presumptuous. (d) courteous. 

(viii) Pick the option showing the CORRECT use of the word ‘chutzpah’. 
(a) It is the court’s duty to dispense chutzpah to everyone irrespective of caste or creed. 
(b) The speaker may not have much of a stage presence, but you’ve got to admit she’s got chutzpah. 
(c) I could crack the code easily which proved me to be a chutzpah and I was the only one who could 

do so. 
(d) After his father’s demise, the daughter took over the family’s chutzpah to save it from disaster. 

(ix) Pick the option that correctly states what DID NOT happen after the writer checked on the rice. 
(a) Turning the stove off.   (b) Being taken aback at the condition of rice. 
(c) Forgetting to scrape the stuck rice. (d) Smelling the delicious aroma of cooked rice. 

(x) The narrator’s creation was 
(a) almost perfect to taste.  (b) way off from what he wanted. 
(c) overly seasoned.   (d) quite distasteful. 

(xi) Pick the option that correctly lists the final feelings of the writer with reference to the cooking experience. 
1. frustrating  2. amusing 3. satisfying 4. disillusioning 
5. exacting 6. enlightening 
(a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 5 (c) 3 and 6 (d) 1 and 3www.jeebooks.in
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2. Read the passage given below. 
(1)  The present generation is well updated in the use of internet and computers. The rapid development in 

computer technology and increase in accessibility of the internet for academic purposes has changed the 
face of education for everyone associated with it. Let’s look at the data arising out of a recent survey that was 
done to ascertain the time spent on utilisation of the computer and internet :
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academic activities

utilization of
computer for
personal use

How often do you
use email?
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everyday 2-3 days a week once a week neveronce a month
 

(2)  At present, many schools and universities have been implementing internet-based learning, as it supplements 
the conventional teaching methods. The internet provides a wide variety of references and information to 
academics as well as scientific researchers. Students often turn to it to do their academic assignments and 
projects. 

(3)  However, research on the Net is very different from traditional
 library research, and the differences can cause problems. The Net is 

a tremendous resource, but it must be used carefully and critically. 
(4)  According to a 2018 Academic Student e-book Experience Survey,
 conducted by LJ’s research department and sponsored by EBSCO, 

when reading for pleasure, almost 74% of respondents said they 
preferred print books for leisure whereas, 45 % of respondents 
chose e-books rather than the printed versions, for research or 
assignments. 

(5)  When asked what e-book features make them a favourite for research, the respondents were clear. Having page 
numbers to use in citations, topped the list (75%); followed by the ability to resize text to fit a device’s screen 
(67%); the ability to bookmark pages, highlight text, or take notes for later reference (60%); downloading 
the entire e-book (57%); and allowing content to be transferred between devices (43%) were the varied 
responses. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 
follow. (1 × 10 = 10) 

(i) According to the passage, one of the reasons for the recent transformation of education is the: 
(a) techno-efficiency of the present generation. 
(b) expanse of courses on technology. 
(c) simplification of the teaching and learning- method. 
(d) easy availability of the internet. 

(ii) Pick the option that lists statements that are NOT TRUE according to the passage. 
 1. Internet-based education can only complement familiar methods of education. 
 2. Net-based learning will replace face-to-face education. 
 3. The resources that the net provides are a danger to the education system. 
 4. The current times has seen a rise in the convenience of using the internet for academic purposes. 
(a) 1 & 2  (b) 3 & 4  (c) 2 & 3  (d) 1 & 4 www.jeebooks.in
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(iii) The word ‘tremendous’, as used in paragraph 3, means the same as 
(a) ‘expensive’.  (b) ‘renowned’.  (c) ‘innovative’.  (d) ‘incredible’. 

(iv)  Based on the graphical chart in the passage, choose the option that correctly states the depiction of internet 
usage for work and for leisure, for once a month. 

 (1) (2) (3) (4)

LeisureWork LeisureWork LeisureWork LeisureWork

(a) Option (1)  (b) Option (2)  (c) Option (3)  (d) Option (4) 

(v)  “… but it must be used carefully and critically.” The idea of being careful and critical while using the internet, 
is mainly a reference to 
(a) hardware malfunction.   (b) plagiarism. 
(c) troubleshooting.    (d) virus threats. 

(vi)  Based on the given graphical representation of data in the passage, choose the option that lists the statements 
that are TRUE with respect to the usage of email. 
 1. The everyday usage of email is more than the everyday usage of computer for personal use. 
 2. About 18% people use email once a week. 
 3.  There are a smaller number of email users using it 2-3 times a week than the ones using it once a month. 
 4. Less than 5% of people never use the email. 
(a)  1 and 3  (b) 2 and 4  (c) 1 and 2  (d) 3 and 4 

(vii) Based on the given graphical chart, pick the option that lists the area of zero response from respondents. 
(a) Never using the internet for work and leisure (b) Daily use of the computer for academic activities 
(c) Writing and receiving emails once a week  (d) Using the internet for personal tasks once a month 

(viii) In the cartoon, the student’s reaction reveals that he is ______________. 
(a) indignant  (b) apologetic  (c) obedient  (d) inquisitive 

(ix) Which of the following statements is NOT substantiated by information in paragraph 4? 
(a) About three-quarters of the respondents preferred print books for recreational reading. 
(b) A little less than a 50% of the respondents voted for e-books for research or assignments. 
(c) More than 50% respondents stated enjoying both versions of books for leisure reading. 
(d) The survey was intended for understanding the e-book experience among students. 

(x) According to the 2018 survey, which is the option that correctly displays the features of – 
 (A) page numbers for use in citation and 
 (B) content transfer between devices respectively. 

(A) (B)

(1)

(A) (B)

(2)

(A) (B)

(3)

(A) (B)

(4)

(a) Option (1)  (b) Option (2)  (c) Option (3)  (d) Option (4) www.jeebooks.in
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(xi)  Arrange the given e-book features preferred for research from the least favourite to the most favourite, 
from the following 
 1. downloading the entire e-book.  2. choosing page numbers in citations. 
 3. highlighting text.    4. resizing text to fit screen. 
(a) 1, 3, 4, 2  (b) 3, 2, 1, 4  (c) 2, 4, 3, 1  (d) 4, 1, 2, 3

LITERATURE (20 Marks)

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the questions 
that follow. (4 + 4 = 8) 

A.  Food is more important for survival than an identity. “If at the end of the day we can feed our families and 
go to bed without an aching stomach, we would rather live here than in the fields that gave us no grain,” 
say a group of women in tattered saris when I ask them why they left their beautiful land of green fields 
and rivers. Wherever they find food, they pitch their tents that become transit homes. Children grow up in 
them, becoming partners in survival. And survival in Seemapuri means rag-picking. Through the years, it 
has acquired the proportions of a fine art. Garbage to them is gold. It is their daily bread, a roof over their 
heads, even if it is a leaking roof. But for a child it is even more. 

(i) The phrase ‘transit homes’ refer to the dwellings that are 
(a) unhygienic.  (b) inadequate.  (c) fragile.  (d) temporary. 

(ii) Identify the figure of speech used in the sentence “Garbage to them is gold”. 
(a) hyperbole  (b) simile  (c) synecdoche  (d) personification 

(iii) Choose the term which best matches the statement ‘Food is more important for survival than an identity.”? 
(a) immorality  (b) necessity  (c) obligation  (d) ambition 

(iv) What does ‘acquired the proportions of a fine art’ mean? 
(a) Rag-picking has regained its lost status.  (b) A segment of ragpickers are skilled in fine arts. 
(c) Rag-picking has attained the position of a skill. (d) Only a few people are experts in rag-picking. 

B.  They had merely heard that a Mahatma who wanted to help them was in trouble with the authorities. Their 
spontaneous demonstration, in thousands, around the courthouse was the beginning of their liberation 
from fear of the British. The officials felt powerless without Gandhi’s cooperation. He helped them regulate 
the crowd. He was polite and friendly. He was giving them concrete proof that their might, hitherto dreaded 
and unquestioned, could be challenged by Indians. The government was baffled. The prosecutor requested 
the judge to postpone the trial. Apparently, the authorities wished to consult their superiors. 

(i) The officials felt powerless because 
(a) of Gandhi’s refusal to cooperate with them.  (b) of Gandhi’s polite and friendly behaviour. 
(c) the crowd was listening only to Gandhi.  (d) the crowd was getting violent. 

(ii) The demonstration proved that the 
(a) policies of the British had failed. 
(b) dread instilled in the hearts of Indians had begun to lessen. 
(c) dealings with the Indian citizens had been unsuccessful. 
(d) might of the British had not been understood by Indians. 

(iii)  Which style, from those given below, is being used by the author, when he says, “Apparently, the authorities 
wished to consult their superiors.”? 
(a) humourous  (b) dramatic  (c) sarcastic  (d) persuasive 

(iv) Gandhiji’s behaviour towards the British prior to the proposal of postponement of the trial was that of 
(a) indifference.    (b) calm acceptance. 
(c) ignorance of consequences.  (d) polite helpfulness.
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C.  Jo was starting to fuss with her hands and look out of the window, at the crack of day that showed under 
the shade. She thought the story was all over. Jack didn’t like women when they took anything for granted; 
he liked them apprehensive, hanging on his words.

 “Now, Jo, are you listening?”
 “Yes.”
 “Because this is very interesting. Roger Skunk’s mommy said, ‘What’s that awful smell?’ “Wha-at?”
 “And, Roger Skunk said, ‘It’s me, Mommy. I smell like roses.’ And she said, ‘Who made you smell like that?’ 

And he said, ‘The wizard,’ and she said, ‘Well, of all the nerve. You come with me and we’re going right back 
to that very awful wizard.” 

(i)  Choose the option that best demonstrates the relevant traits of Jo and Jack respectively, based on the extract 
provided. 
(a) curious and irritable   (b) patient and irritable
 (c) curious and lethargic   (d) patient and lethargic 

(ii) “Jo was starting to fuss with her hands”. This means that Jo was 
(a) feeling anxious.  (b) getting restless.  (c) feeling lazy.  (d) fighting sleep. 

(iii) Jo’s “Wha-at?” indicated what she was feeling. Pick the option that correctly states these feelings. 
 1. terror    2. surprise 
3. ignorance    4. displeasure 
 5. joy    6. approval 
(a) 1 and 3  (b) 2 and 4  (c) 3 and 6  (d) 4 and 5 

(iv) Mommy says, ‘Well, of all the nerve.” This reveals her 
(a) approval, surprise and pleasure.  (b) pleasure, hope and approval. 
(c) betrayal, disapproval and hurt.  (d) shock, anger and disapproval.

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions that 
follow. (1 × 4 = 4) 

A.  On sour cream walls, donations. Shakespeare’s head,
Cloudless at dawn, civilised dome riding all cities.
Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map
Awarding the world its world. And yet, for these
Children, these windows, not this map,
their world, Where all their future’s painted with a fog, 

(i) What does the expression - sour cream walls – suggest? 
(a) Display of donated artefacts on the walls.  (b) Badly maintained walls. 
(c) Wall-to wall furniture.   (d) A poor choice of paint for walls. 

(ii) The map of the world in the classroom symbolizes 
(a) hopes and aspirations of the children.  (b) travel plans of the school authorities. 
(c) a world that is unconnected to the children.  (d) interconnectivity within the world. 

(iii) The expression, Shakespeare’s head is an example of 
(a) pun.  (b) satire.  (c) parody.  (d) irony. 

(iv) In the extract, ‘future’s painted with a fog’ suggests that the 
(a) classroom is as foggy as the paint on the walls. 
(b) beautiful valleys are not a part of the children’s future. 
(c) life ahead for the slum children is as unclear and hazy as fog. 
(d) fog often finds itself in the classrooms through broken windows. www.jeebooks.in
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OR 

B.  We have imagined for the mighty dead;
All lovely tales that we have heard or read;
An endless fountain of immortal drink,
Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink. 

(i) The phrase immortal drink refers to 
(a) blessings of our ancestors.  (b) the teachings of nature. 
(c) a life-giving force.    (d) the beauty of heaven. 

(ii) ‘All lovely tales’ evoke the feeling of 
(a) sadness and nostalgia.   (b) only nostalgia. 
(c) inspiration and pride.   (d) only pride. 

(iii) The rhyme scheme of the above extract is 
(a) aabb  (b) abab  (c) aaab  (d) abbb 

(iv)  The literary device used by the poet in the following lines is ______________.
An endless fountain of immortal drink,
Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink. 
(a) personification.  (b) allegory.  (c) imagery.  (d) synecdoche.

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below. (1 ×  8 = 8) 

(i) The writer tones down the philosophical load inherent in ‘The Rattrap’ with the inclusion of 
(a) ironical situations.  (b) satirical dialogues.  (c) classical references.  (d) humour and wit. 

(ii) Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE with reference to Douglas. 
(a) Douglas’ fear kept him away from leisurely activities in water. 
(b) The fall in the pool at YMCA taught Douglas a life lesson. 
(c) The fear of drowning was the source of Douglas’s anxiety and terror. 
(d) Douglas decided to practice relentlessly to overcome his fear. 

(iii)  Spender’s use of imagery in “His eyes live in a dream, of squirrel game, in tree room, other than this”, brings 
out 
(a) the similarity between the frail bodies of a squirrel and the children in the classroom. 
(b) the contrast between studying in the dreary classroom and playing outside freely. 
(c) the comparison of the dingy home of the squirrel and the dreary classroom. 
(d) the difference between the games of the squirrel and those of the children. 

(iv)  Keats celebrates trees as a “boon” in the poem A Thing of Beauty. With reference to this statement, which 
of the following options is NOT TRUE? 
(a) Trees give us sustenance.  (b) Trees provide relief from heat. 
(c) Trees help keep the Earth clean.  (d) Trees appear beautiful to the eye. 

(v) Concluding his last lesson by writing ‘Vive la France!’ on the blackboard shows that M. Hamel 
(a) was overwhelmed with emotions.  (b) wanted to distract all attending class that day. 
(c) was keen on not leaving the country.  (d) wanted to teach French participles through it. 

(vi) Rajkumar Shukla’s efforts resulted in Gandhiji’s fight for the farmer’s cause. This showcases that he was 
(a) meticulous and kind.   (b) sincere and curious. 
(c) enterprising and persistent. (d) respectful and congenial. www.jeebooks.in
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(vii) It is clear that the speaker in Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers has an attitude of ____________ towards her. 
(a) empathy  (b) wonder  (c) sympathy  (d) gratitude 

(viii) ‘Keeping Quiet’ uses fishermen to symbolize man’s 
(a) persistent pollution of the natural environment (b) rapid degradation of human values. 
(c) limitless exploitation of natural resources.  (d) constant participation in acts of terror. 

(ix) Saheb’s discarded and worn out tennis shoes are 
(a) an indication to procure different ones.  (b) a dream come true. 
(c) a sign of his poverty.   (d) an insult to the sport itself. 

(x)  In the poem, My Mother at Sixty-six, all that the poet did was smile and smile and smile…, Her smile is 
(a) sudden, in response to her mother’s.  (b) meaningful and loaded with love. 
(c)  accompanied with tears of farewell.  (d) put on to cheer her mother.

PART - B (40 Marks)
WRITING (16 Marks) 

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following. (1 × 3 = 3) 

A. You are Sameera/Sameer the owner of Pink Power, a café run only by women. You are looking for an 
interior designer to design the interiors of the café. Draft a suitable advertisement for the same, in about 50 
words to be published in the classified columns of the National Daily, the local newspaper. 

OR 

B. You are Rachael/Rueben, President of the Wellness Cell of your school. You decide to organise a workshop, 
to raise awareness of the importance of mental health. This workshop would be conducted by the school 
counsellor. Write a notice in about 50 words, informing the students of class XI-XII about the workshop. 

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following. (1 × 3 = 3) 

A.  You are Dr. Stanzin, a certified art therapist from Leh. You have been invited by G. D Public School, Jammu, 
to conduct a seminar for students on ‘Art Therapy the Way Forward”. This seminar is to introduce students 
to the usefulness of art in dealing with personal and social problems. Write your reply, in about 50 words 
accepting the invitation. 

OR 

B.  You are Rukmini/ Raja of R-201, Fort Road, Chennai. You have just purchased a new house. You decide to 
have a house-warming ceremony and invite your cousin Balaji. Write the invitation in 50 words giving all 
necessary details. 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following. (1 × 5 = 5) 

A.  You are Shubha/Krushna Mohanty, residing in Subhadra Apartments,
 Bhubneshwar, Orissa. You have observed, with increasing 

concern, that garbage collection continues to be done without 
segregation in your neighbourhood. Write a letter to the editor 
of The Real Times, Bhubneshwar, in about 120- 150 words, 
explaining your concern along with the rationale behind the 
importance of garbage segregation. Suggest ways in which the 
R.W.A. can participate in this program. www.jeebooks.in
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OR 

B.  You are Aami/ Ajoy Sarkar of 83, Model Town, Guwahati, Assam. You are
 a sports enthusiast. Rangshala School, Guwahati, has advertised the 

requirement of a Sports teacher, in the local news-paper. You are excited 
and decide to apply for the post. Write a letter in 100-120 words, responding 
to the given advertisement, submitting your candidature with a detailed 
bio-data. 

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following. (1 × 5 = 5) 

A.  While reading about new places and searching for them online has its merits, the advantages of actually 
travelling to various destinations far exceed them. Write an article in 120-150 words for the magazine 
Travel Times, evaluating both these options. You may use the cues given below along with your own ideas. 
You are Amrit/ Amrita. 
	• Builds confidence 
	• Make friends and memories 
	• Experience new cultures 
	• Expands knowledge 

OR 

B.  Ranikhet district, Uttarakhand, on the occasion of Basant Panchami celebrations had organized a three-
day cultural festival. You are Bhupinder/ Priyanka Bhisht. Your newspaper had deputed you to cover the 
inaugural event of this festival. As a newspaper reporter, use the given cues along with your own ideas to 
write a report about the same in 120-150 words. 
	• Big crowds -main grounds of the marketplace 
	• Colourful decorations 
	• Inauguration-local panchayat member to inaugurate. 
	• Folk dance and songs 
	• Speeches 

LITERATURE (24 Marks)

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2 × 5 = 10) 
(i) What does Neruda mean by ‘an exotic moment without rush’ in his poem, ‘Keeping Quiet’? 
(ii) Explain the metaphor of the rattrap in context of the story by Selma Lagerlöf. 
(iii) Kamala Das speaks of ‘an old familiar ache…’ What do you think is the reason for this feeling? 
(iv) Comment on the significance of the villagers sitting at the back in M. Hamel’s classroom. 
(v) ‘Little has moved with time, it seems, in Firozabad.’ State any one reason why the writer says this. 
(vi) How does the poet use the image of ‘fingers fluttering through the wool’ to highlight Aunt Jennifer’s 

victimisation? 

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 × 2 = 4 ) 
(i) In his letter to Charley, Sam writes, ‘…then I got to believing you were right.’ What could have made 

Sam begin to believe? 
(i) It was important that the recaptured Evans keep up the façade till the very last moment of his 

interaction with the Governor. Support this statement with a rationale. 
(iii) Sadao’s acceptance of the General’s plan to assassinate Tom was counterproductive to having put him 

on the path of recovery. Substantiate with reason/s. www.jeebooks.in
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12. Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions in 120-150 words  (1 × 5 = 5) 

A.  The story Deep Water talks about Douglas’ attempts to overcome his fear of water. The story can also be 
viewed as a figurative manifestation of life’s many challenges. Elaborate with reference to the text. 

OR 

B. How does the story, ‘Rattrap’ highlight the importance of community over isolation? Support your rationale 
with textual evidence. 

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1 × 5 = 5) 

A.  Mr. Lamb calls Derek his friend while Derek refuses his affirmation. Would you consider their relationship 
with each other as friendship? Support your answer with reference to the instance(s) from the text. 

OR 

B.  With respect to the events in the story, ‘Should Wizard Hit Mommy’?, who would you support, Wizard or 
Mommy? Justify your choice.

www.jeebooks.in
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1 (i) (b) make the process sound simple.
(ii) (a) He switched on the radio to listen to the news 
while having dinner. 
(iii) (c) 4, 1, 5, 3, 2
(iv) (b) clumsy.
(v) (a) Image 1
(vi) (c) She enquired about it.
(vii) (c) presumptuous.
(viii) (b) The speaker may not have much of a stage 
presence, but you’ve got to admit she’s got chutzpah. 
(ix) (d) Smelling the delicious aroma of cooked 
rice.
(x) (a) almost perfect to taste.
(xi) (c) 3 and 6

2. (i) (d) easy availability of the internet. 
(ii) (c) 2 & 3
(iii) (d) ‘incredible’. 
(iv) (c) Option (3) 
(v) (b) plagiarism. 
(vi) (b) 2 and 4
(vii) (a) Never using the internet for work and leisure
(viii) (a) indignant
(ix) (c) More than 50% respondents stated enjoying 
both versions of books for leisure reading. 
(x) (b) Option (2)
(xi) (a) 1, 3, 4, 2

3. A. (i) (d) temporary. 
(ii) (a) hyperbole
(iii) (b) necessity 
(iv) (c) Rag-picking has attained the position of a skill.

B. (i) (c) the crowd was listening only to Gandhi.
(ii) (b) dread instilled in the hearts of Indians had 
begun to lessen.
(iii)  (c) sarcastic
(iv) (b) calm acceptance.

C. (i) (a) curious and irritable
(ii) (b) getting restless.
(iii) (b) 2 and 4
(iv) (d) shock, anger and disapproval.

4. A. (i) (b) Badly maintained walls. 
(ii) (a) hopes and aspirations of the children.
(iii) (d) irony. 
(iv) (c) life ahead for the slum children is as unclear 
and hazy as fog.

OR

B. (i) (c) a life-giving force.
(ii) (a) sadness and nostalgia.
(iii) (a) aabb 
(iv) (c) imagery.

5. (i) (d) humour and wit.
(ii) (d) Douglas decided to practice relentlessly to 
overcome his fear. 
(iii) (b) the contrast between studying in the dreary 
classroom and playing outside freely.
(iv) (b) Trees provide relief from heat.
(v) (a) was overwhelmed with emotions. 
(vi) (c) enterprising and persistent.
(vii) (c) sympathy  
(viii) (c) limitless exploitation of natural resources.
(ix) (b) a dream come true. 
(x) (d) put on to cheer her mother.

6. Wanted
Wanted a creative interior designer for a café in 
Sarita Vihar. Should be well versed in feminine 
aesthetics since the café is a female-centric café. 
Remuneration no bar for deserving candidate. 
For further details please contact Sameera, 
Contact no. 98XXXXXXXX

7. B.
 R-201
 Fort Road
 Chennai
Dear Balaji,
I hope you’re doing well. I have been fortunate 
enough to buy myself a new house and I’m throwing 
a house warming party this Sunday. I want you 
and uncle and aunty as well to come and celebrate 
with us. It’s a dinner party so please reach by 6pm. 
Address is R-201, Fort Road, near Tulip Park. 
Looking forward to seeing you this weekend!
Yours lovingly
Rukmini

8. Subhadra Apartments
 Bhubneshwar,
 Odisha
The Editor
Real Times
Bhubneshwar
Subject : Segregation of garbage collection

SOLUTIONS
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Dear Sir,
Through the columns of your reputed newspaper, 
I wish to bring light to the flawed system of garbage 
collection in my locality.
Garbage segregation is a very important and 
necessary step in disposing garbage. Segregation 
of garbage ensures proper and environmentally 
friendly means of dumping waste products. And it 
has come to my attention that the garbage collection 
in my neighbourhood is done without segregating 
their wastes at all. All wastes from biodegradable to 
non-biodegradable are mixed and collected without 
discern. If waste is not separated properly, it all gets 
mixed up in landfills. Waste segregation basically 
means keeping wet and dry wastes separately so that 
dry can be recycled and wet waste can be composted. 
Sometimes these wastes will decompose and may 
contaminate the land. So, it will release leaks and gas 
that may be harmful to the environment. What if it 
contains methane gas? This is really bad because it 
will affect climate change and may lead to various 
environmental extremes.
So I urge the authorities and the staff involved to take 
this matter seriously. We as the public should also 
do our bit in making it easier for the proper garbage 
disposal.
Yours faithfully
Subha

9. Why  You Should Travel More
Travelling is one of the most rewarding experience a 
person can get. Travelling is not just about exploring 
and discovering new places. Travelling is like therapy 
but only enjoyable and more fun. Taking a break once 
in a while from our stressful daily lives can actually 
work wonders on our mental and physical health. It 
helps us unwind and recharges our battery.
Travelling also helps us grow as a person because when 
we travel we are out of our comfort zone away from 
home and dealing with a new place, new environment 
and new culture and being able to experience that 
boosts ones confidence. Travelling to new places gives 
us an opportunity to learn and experience new culture 
and food. Sometimes we meet interesting people and if 
we are lucky we end up making friends and a memory 
of a lifetime whilst trying to explore a place.
These days the current trend is to ditch popular and 
crowded tourist places and opt for lesser known but 
underrated spots for a more quieter and intimate 
experience. But it doesn’t matter what type of tourist 

you are, when you are travelling you are bound to 
discover many new facets of yourself and of the world 
in general. We must make it a habit to take one proper 
vacation a year for self growth and satisfaction.

10. (i) Pablo Neruda wishes for that exotic moment 
when mankind will be free from greed, cruelty and 
harmful actions. Unnecessary rush and noise have 
caused unpleasantness and troubles. The poet wishes 
the noise of engines and machines should cease and 
peace and tranquility should prevail.
(ii) The metaphor of the rattrap is that the world 
exists only to trap people by setting baits for them. 
Whenever someone is tempted by the luxuries, he ends 
up being caught in a dangerous trap. The author, thus, 
makes a much deeper comment on the woeful plight 
of those in pursuit of the worldly pleasures, which 
often lead them to unfortunate situations. The story 
helps in realising the importance of general goodness 
and kindness. The peddler is saved from the snare of 
the huge rattrap called world only when he appreciates 
the kindness to him by Edla.
(iii) That old familiar ache”  refers to the agony and 
pain of separation from her mother that the poet felt 
in her childhood. The reason for this feeling is because 
she sees her mother is old and not keeping well. Now 
as adult she understands there’s nothing she can do 
about it and the pain and hurt she felt as a child fearing 
being separated from my mother seems likely so. This 
why she says refers to this feelings like revisiting her 
past again.
(iv) The French districts of Alsace and Lorraine had-
fallen into the hands of Prussians. The studying and 
teaching of French had been banned there. M.Hamel 
was a teacher of the French language. He had been 
teaching in that school for the last forty years. Next 
morning he was leaving the school for good. Therefore, 
the old men were sitting on the back benches. It was 
their way of thanking M.Hamel for his faithful service
(v) Though laws have been made against child labour, 
children still continue to work in the bangle industry 
in Firozabad. The children working in this industry 
are exploited by money lenders, the middlemen and 
the bureaucrats. Even the police do not protect them. 
They lead a miserable and hard life. They live and work 
in inhuman conditions. In fact, little has moved with 
the time in the city of bangle makers. They are as poor 
and miserable as they were before

11. (i) Sam’s letter to Charley is a mystery that 
blends together the worlds of reality and fantasy, www.jeebooks.in
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and thus, needs further exploration. There are two 
perspectives from which one can look at the letter. At 
one level, it proves that Sam has reached Galesburg of 
1984. Maybe Sam did find the third level exist while 
trying to help Charley dismantle his delusion. But 
it could also mean that Sam as his psychiatrist only 
wanted to give a closure to Charley’s obsession with 
the third level. There’s no certain conclusion on what 
made Sam believe in Charley as the letter itself is vague 
and strange.
(ii) Dr Sadao informed the General about the 
presence of an American prisoner at his house. The 
General decided that his private assassins would kill 
him and would even take his body away. Sadao agreed 
to the General’s proposal. However, the General’s 
assassins did not arrive for the next three days . This 
plan was counterproductive because in the end Sadao 
ended up treating his wounds, taking care of him as 
a patient until he healed and by the time Tom was 
healed Sadao willingly helped in Tom escaping and 
thereby giving him another chance to live.

12. The story rattrap shows that how a thief with little 
moral compass who robbed an old crofter can change 
for good if given the chance to mingle with society 
and be included as part of a  community. All he could 
think was of money and fooling the people around 
him. However, love and understanding can transform 
a person and bring out his essential human goodness. 
The peddler had been treated very cruelly by the world. 
So even though the old crofter was kind and hospitable 
to him, he betrayed his trust and stole thirty kronors 
from him. He was not impressed by the iron-master’s 
invitation also. But Edla Willmansson’s compassion 
and understanding brought about a transformation in 

his nature. Her human qualities helped in raising him 
to be a gentleman. He was easily able to overcome petty 
temptations. The peddler who always considered the 
whole world to be a rattrap finally felt released from 
this rattrap due to the sympathetic, kind, loving and 
generous treatment of Edla Willmansson that was able 
to bring out his basic human goodness. It beautifully 
showcases how being included in society, being  a part 
of a community acts as redemption arc for a flawed 
character like the peddler.
13. Derek and Mr Lamb share a bond indeed. Their 
friendship was founded on the fact that both had 
physical deformities. What connected Mr. Lamb and 
Derry is the loneliness and alienation they experience 
on account of their physical disabilities. Mr. Lamb 
lost a leg in the war and has a tin leg while Derry 
has an acid burn on one cheek which gives him an 
ugly appearance. The actual pain and inconvenience 
caused by a disability is often much less than the sense 
of estrangement felt by a disabled person. But, unlike 
Derry, Mr. Lamb always maintains a positive attitude 
towards life and is a downright extrovert.
Mr. Lamb inspires Derry by telling him not to focus 
on the shortcomings of life and his handicap and 
instead he should try to enjoy the blessings of life. He 
tells him to be thankful to God for two arms, two legs, 
two eyes and ears, a tongue and a brain and advises 
him to be friendly with everyone around him. Mr. 
Lamb’s inexplicable words of wisdom inspire Derry 
and towards the end of the story we see him rushing 
back to Mr. Lamb’s garden to adopt the attitude and 
path that have been shown by him. Derry’s long 
conversation with Mr. Lamb helps him overcome his 
inferiority complex and poor self-esteem.
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Q. No. Section Chapter / Topic
Marks Per  
Question

Marks  
Obtained

1

Re
ad

in
g Comprehension 10

2 Comprehension 10

3

Li
te

ra
tu

re

Lost Spring
Indigo
Should Wizard hit Mommy?

8

4
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
A Thing of Beauty

4

5

The Rattrap
Deep Water
An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum
A Thing of Beauty
The Lost Lesson
Indigo
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers
Keeping Quiet
Lost Spring
My Mother at Sixty Six

8

6

W
ri

ti
ng

Advertisement
Notice

3

7
Invitation Reply 
Invitation

3

8
Letter
Letter

5

9
Article
Report 5

10

Li
te

ra
tu

re

Keeping Quiet
The Rattrap
My Mother at Sixty-Six
The Last Lesson
Lost Spring
Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

10

11
The Third Level
Evans Tries An O-Level
The Enemy

4

12
Deep Water
The Rattrap 5

13
On the Face of it
Should Wizard hit Mommy? 5

Total 80               .............. 

Percentage ..............%

Self Evaluation Sheet
Once you complete SQP-21, check your answers with the given solutions and fill your marks in the marks 
obtained column according to the marking scheme. Performance Analysis Table given at the bottom will help 
you to check your readiness. 

If your marks is

> 90% TREMENDOUS!    You are done! Keep on revising to maintain the position.
81-90% EXCELLENT!   You have to take only one more step to reach the top of the ladder. Practise more.
71-80% VERY GOOD!   A little bit of more effort is required to reach the ‘Excellent’ bench mark.
61-70% GOOD!   Revise thoroughly and strengthen your concepts.
51-60% FAIR PERFORMANCE!   Need to work hard to get through this stage. 
40-50% AVERAGE!   Try hard to boost your average score.

Performance Analysis Table
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