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to succeed at any mcq exams

Till now, school exams in India had only a few Multiple-Choice Questions
(MCQs) in theory papers. Though this year, the whole Term question-I
paper will be MCQ-based. This means that students need to be a lot more
comfortable with this question format- guess-work will hardly help now.
On the bright side, MCQs can be highly scoring if approached
strategically. For sure, the more concept clarity you have, the easier it
will be. Other than that, let us discuss how you can better deal with MCQs.

Narrow down your choices. If you are not sure about the answer, you can

start by getting rid of all possibly wrong options. Look for options that

just won’t work. This will help figure out the high probability options and

simplify your decision making process.

Elimination technique

To score more in the MCQ-based, time management will also be crucial.

Every paper has easy, intermediate and difficult questions. Spare 10

minutes at the start of the exam to find the easy questions and answer

them first. This will boost your confidence and ensure that you have

enough time left for the comparatively difficult questions. Do not give

more than a couple of minutes to any question. Skip lengthy questions

and come back to them at the end.

Work with the clock

Sometimes it happens that if your History question has the options-

1945, 1900, 1954 and 1923; then you can narrow down your choices to

1945 and 1954. So you instantly know what you don’t need to dwell upon.

The examiner has created a confusing situation and wants to test your

alertness. Now if you are not sure of even these two options, try

remembering where you studied this topic, was it an online lecture, was it

a friend’s place.This will make it easier to recollect the correct answer.

Almost identical options

OSWAAL Tips & tricks
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Fretting about an all MCQs exam?

A choice that is very different from other options is unlikely to be the

correct answer most of the time. You can easily eliminate alien concepts

or terms. Many times, you will also come across out of context options,

just eliminate them.

Too unique to be true
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dsUæh; ek/;fed f'k{kk cksMZ
CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

CBSE/DIR (ACAD)/2021 Date: 02-09-2021 
  Circular No: Acad 75/2021
All the Heads of Schools Affiliated to CBSE

Subject: Sample Question Papers of Classes X and XII for Term-I Exams 2021-22
Dear Principal,
The Sample Question Papers for classes X and XII Term-I Exams 2021-22 are now 
available at CBSE website www.cbseacademic.nic.in at the link given below:
Sample Papers Class X:
http://cbseacademic.nic.in/SQP_CLASSX_2021-22.html
Sample Papers Class XII:

http://cbseacademic.nic.in/SQP_CLASSXII_2021-22.html

(Dr. Joseph Emmanuel)

Director (Academics)

NOTICE
Important Points for Sample Question Papers

The following points are to be noted while studying/referring to the Sample Papers for Classes X & 
XII Term 1 for the academic session 2021-22:

1  The Multiple Choice Questions given in the sample papers are not of one mark each for all papers.

2.  In the SQPs of Mathematics and all languages except English, each question carries one mark.

3.  For other subjects, each question carries equal marks viz.-a-viz. the total marks given i.e. 40 or 35 or 
25 or 15 and the weight age of marks per question will be as follows:-

Max. Marks No. of Questions to be attempted Marks per Question

40 50 0.80

35 50 0.70

40 45 0.88

35 45 0.77

25  40 0.625

15 25 0.60

4. If total marks scored by a candidate is in fraction, then the same will be rounded off to the next 
higher numerical number, for example, if the child gets 16.1 marks then the total marks will be 
rounded off to 17 and so on.
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SYLLABUS
Latest Syllabus for Academic Year (2021-22)

ENGLISH CORE (Code No. 301)
CLASS–XII

TERM WISE SYLLABUS

SECTION TERM 1 WEIGHTAGE (IN 
MARKS)

A

Reading Comprehension: 

(Two Passages)

 Unseen passage (factual, descriptive or literary/ discursive 
or persuasive)

 Case Based Unseen  
(Factual) Passage

14
(8+6 Marks)

B

Creative Writing Skills :

Short Writing Tasks

 Notice Writing

 Classified Advertisements

Long Writing Tasks(One)

 Letter to an Editor (giving suggestions or opinion on issues 
of public interest)

 Article Writing

3+5 marks
Total=08

C

Literature :

Literary-prose/poetry extracts ( seen- texts ) to assess compre-
hension and appreciation, analysis, inference, extrapolation

Questions Based on Texts to assess comprehension and ap-
preciation, analysis, inference, extrapolation

Book- Flamingo (Prose)

 The Last Lesson

 Lost Spring

 Deep Water

11 Marks for Fla-
mingo + 7 Marks 

for Vistas = 18 
Marks
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...Contd. Syllabus

Book-Flamingo (Poetry)

 My Mother at Sixty-Six

 An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum

 Keeping Quiet

Book-Vistas (Prose)

 The Third Level

 The Enemy

TOTAL 40

ASL 10

GRAND TOTAL 40 + 10 = 50

 

Prescribed Books

1.  Flamingo: English Reader published by National Council of Education Research and Training, New 
Delhi

2.  Vistas: Supplementary Reader published by National Council of Education Research and Training, 
New Delhi 
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Time : 90 Minutes

Maximum Marks : 40
ENGLISH CORE

CBSE 
Sample Question Paper 2021-22

(Issued by Board 02nd September, 2021)

Sample Question Paper
Solved ________________________________________________________

General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING
I.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) I got posted in Srinagar in the 1980s. Its rugged mountains, gushing rivers and vast meadows 

reminded me of the landscapes of my native place – the Jibhi Valley in Himachal Pradesh. Unlike 
Srinagar that saw numerous tourists, Jibhi Valley remained clouded in anonymity. That’s when 
the seed of starting tourism in Jibhi was planted. I decided to leave my service in the Indian Army 
and follow the urge to return home.

  (2) We had two houses – a family house and a traditional house, which we often rented out. I pleaded 
with my father to ask the tenant to vacate the house so that I could convert it into a guesthouse. 
When my family finally relented, I renovated the house keeping its originality intact, just adding 
windows for sunlight.

  (3) I still remember the summer of 1992 when I put a signboard outside my first guesthouse in 
Jibhi Valley! The village residents, however, were sceptical about my success. My business kept 
growing but it took years for tourism to take off in Jibhi Valley. Things changed significantly 
after 2008 when the government launched a homestay scheme. People built homestays and with 
rapid tourism growth, the region changed rapidly. Villages turned into towns with many concrete 
buildings. Local businesses and tourists continued putting a burden on nature.

  (4) Then, with the 2020-21 pandemic and lockdown, tourism came to a complete standstill in Jibhi 
Valley. Local people, who were employed at over a hundred homestays and guesthouses, returned 
to their villages. Some went back to farming; some took up pottery and some got involved in 
government work schemes. Now, all ardently hope that normalcy and tourism will return to the 
valley soon. In a way, the pandemic has given us an opportunity to introspect, go back to our 
roots and look for sustainable solutions.

1
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  (5) For me, tourism has been my greatest teacher. It brought people from many countries and all states 
of India to my guesthouse. It gave me exposure to different cultures and countless opportunities 
to learn new things. Most people who stayed at my guesthouse became my regular clients and 
good friends. When I look back, I feel proud, yet humbled at the thought that I was not only able 
to fulfill my dream despite all the challenges, but also played a role in establishing tourism in the 
beautiful valley that I call home.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option. 
Q.1. The scenic beauty of Srinagar makes the writer feel:
 (A) awestruck (B) nostalgic
 (C) cheerful (D) confused
Q.2. A collocation is a group of words that often occur together.
 The writer says that Jibhi valley remained clouded in anonymity.
 Select the word from the options that correctly collocates with clouded in.
 (A) Disgust (B) Anger
 (C) Doubt (D) Terror
Q.3. Select the option that suitably completes the given dialogue as per the context in paragraph II.
 Father: Are you sure that your plan would work?
 Writer: I can’t say (1) _________________________________.
 Father: That’s a lot of uncertainty, isn’t it?
 Writer: (2) _________________________________, father. Please let’s do this.
 (A) (1) that I would be able to deal with the funding (2) Well begun is half done 
 (B) (1) anything along those lines, as the competition is tough (2) Think before you leap
 (C) (1) that, because it’s a question of profit and loss (2) All’s well that ends well
 (D) (1) I’m sure, but I can say that I believe in myself (2) Nothing venture nothing win
Q.4. Which signboard would the writer have chosen for his 1992 undertaking, in Jibhi Valley?

Option 1 Option 2

Option 3 Option 4

 (A) Option 1 (B) Option 2
 (C) Option 3 (D) Option 4
Q.5. Select the option that clearly indicates the situation before and after 2008, in Jibhi Valley.
  Before 2008 After 2008  Before 2008 After 2008
 (A) picturesque construction sites (B) zero tourism in sceptical
  landscapes and commerce   the valley villagers
  Before 2008 After 2008  Before 2008 After 2008
 (C) buildings and profitable (D) scenic zero tourism in
  hotels ventures  surroundings the valley
Q.6. What is the relationship between (1) and (2)?
 (1)  __________ tourism came to a complete standstill in Jibhi Valley.
 (2) __________ tourism has been my greatest teacher.
 (A) (2) is the cause for (1). (B) (1) repeats the situation described in (2).
 (C) (2) elaborates the problem described in (1). (D) (1) sets the stage for (2).
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Q.7. The writer mentions looking for sustainable solutions. He refers to the need for sustainable solutions 
because he realises that:

 (A) even though all natural ecosystems are essential pillars of resilience, we need to focus on using 
their resources to address the economic needs of mankind, as a priority.

 (B) the exposures to pandemics are a reality and a big threat to the countries across the world.
 (C) for an economic recovery to be durable and resilient, a return to ‘business as usual’ and 

environmentally destructive investment patterns and activities must be avoided.
 (D) there is an increasing urgency in the climate movement and the need for collaborative action for 

the future.
Q.8. Select the option that lists the customer review for the writer ’s project.
 (A) Beautiful accommodation in the lap of nature. Luxurious cottage with indoor pool and garden.
 (B) Comfortable and peaceful. Neat room with ample sunlight. Pleasant and warm host.
 (C) Enjoyed the sprawling suite on the fifth floor. Great view. Professional service.
 (D) Remote locale, good food and clean room. Would have loved more natural light, though.
Q.9. Which quote summarises the writer’s feelings about the pace of growth of tourism in Jibhi Valley?
 (A) We kill all the caterpillars, then complain there are no butterflies. – John Marsden
 (B) Nature will give you the best example of life lessons, just open your eyes and see. – Kate Smith
 (C) We do not see nature with our eyes, but with our understanding and our hearts. – William Hazlitt
 (D) I’d rather be in the mountains thinking of God than in church thinking of the mountains. – John 

Muir
Q.10. Select the option that lists what we can conclude from the text.
 (1) People of Jibhi Valley practiced sustainable tourism.
 (2) The people of Jibhi valley gradually embraced tourism.
 (3) Tourists never revisited Jibhi Valley.
 (4) The writer was an enterprising person.
 (A) (1) and (2) are true. (B) (2), (3) and (4) are true.
 (C) (2) and (4) are true. (D) (1), (3) and (4) are true.
II.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) Over the last five years, more companies have been actively looking for intern profiles, according 

to a 2018-19 survey by an online internship and training platform. This survey reveals that India 
had 80% more internship applications — with 2.2 million applications received in 2018 compared 
to 1.27 million in the year before. The trend was partly due to more industries looking to have 
fresh minds and ideas on existing projects for better productivity. What was originally seen as 
a western concept, getting an internship before plunging into the job market, is fast gaining 
momentum at Indian workplaces.

  (2) According to the survey data, India’s National Capital Region has been the top provider of 
internships, with a total of 35% internship 
opportunities, followed by Mumbai and 
Bengaluru at 20% and 15%, respectively. This 
includes opportunities in startups, MNCs and 
even government entities. The survey also 
revealed popular fields to find internships in 
(Fig. 1). There has been growing awareness 
among the students about the intern profiles 
sought by hiring companies that often look 
for people with real-time experience in 
management than B- school masters.

  (3) The stipend has been an important factor 
influencing the choice of internships. The 
survey data reveals that the average stipend 
offered to interns was recorded as `7000 
while the maximum stipend went up to 
`85,000. According to statistics, a greater number of people considered virtual internships than 
in-office internships. Virtual internships got three times more applications than in-office, since a 
large chunk of students were the ones already enrolled in various courses, or preferred working 
from home.

(Fig. 1)
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  (4) Internship portals have sprung up in the last three to four years and many of them already report 
healthy traffic per month. Reports suggest that on an average, an internship portal company 
has around 200, 000-plus students and some 8,000 companies registered on it. It gets around two 
lakh visits online every month. The Managing Director of a leading executive search firm says 
that though these web platforms are working as an effective bridge between the industry and 
students, most established companies are still reluctant to take too many interns on board for 
obvious reasons.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option. 

Q.11. Select the correct inference with reference to the following:

 Over the last five years, more companies have been actively looking for intern profiles…

 (A) The past five years have seen active applications by interns to several companies.

 (B) The activity for intern profiling by the companies has reached a gradual downslide over the past 
five years.

 (C) There were lesser companies searching for intern profiles earlier, as compared to those in the 
recent five years.

 (D) Several companies have initiated intern profiling five times a year in the recent past.

Q.12. Select the central idea of the paragraph likely to precede paragraph I.

 (A) Process of registering for internships

 (B) Knowing more about internships

 (C) Do's, and Don’ts for an internship interview 

 (D) Startups and internships

Q.13. Select the option that displays the true statement with reference to Fig. 1.

 (A) Internships for Engineering and Management are the top two favourites.

 (B) Design & Architecture internships are significantly more popular than Others.

 (C) Internships for Media and Others have nearly equal popularity percentage.

 (D) Management internships’ popularity is more than twice that for Media.

Q.14. Based on your reading of paragraphs II-III, select the appropriate counter- argument to the given 
argument.

 Argument: I don’t think you’ll be considered for an internship just because you’ve been the Student 
Editor and Head of Student Council.

 (A) I think I have a fair chance because I’m applying for a virtual position than an in-office one.

 (B) I have real-time experience in managing a team and many companies consider it more meritorious 
than a degree in Management.

 (C) I know that my stipend might be on the lower side but I think that it’s a good ‘earn while you 
learn’ opportunity.

 (D) Lot of metro-cities have a good percentage of positions open and I think I should definitely take a 
chance.

Q.15. Select the option that displays the correct cause-effect relationship.

  Cause Effect  Cause Effect

 (A) Several students Students applied (B) A large chunk Applications were

  had academic for online  of students three times more than

  courses to  internship  preferred in-office for virtual internships

  complete   internships
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  Cause Effect  Cause Effect
 (C) A greater number Several students (D) Students applied An equal number of
  of students had courses to  for online students applied for
  wanted to work complete  internship work-from-home
  from home
Q.16. The survey statistics mention the average stipend, indicating that
 (A) 50% interns were offered ` 85,000 (B) ` 7,000 was the lowest and ` 85,000 was the 

highest
 (C) most interns were offered around ` 7,000. (D) no intern was offered more than ` 7,000.
Q.17. The phrase ‘healthy traffic’ refers to the
 (A) updates from portals about health and road safety.
 (B) statistics about adherence to traffic rules by the portals.
 (C) sizeable number of visitors to the portal per month.
 (D) monthly data about the health of internship applicants.
Q.18. Read the two statements given below and select the option that suitably explains them.
 (1) Established companies are reluctant to take too many interns on board.
 (2) Probability of interns leaving the company for a variety of reasons, is high.
 (A) (1) is the problem and (2) is the solution for (1).
 (B) (1) is false but (2) correctly explains (1).
 (C) (1) summarises (2).
 (D) (1) is true and (2) is the reason for (1).

WRITING
III. Answer any four out of the five questions given, with reference to the context below.
 The President of R.W.A. Chelavoor Heights, Kozhikode, has to put up a notice to inform residents 

about a power-cut for their residential area.
Q.19. Select the appropriate title for the notice.
 (A) Choosing Own Power Cuts (B) Scheduled Power Cut
 (C) The Need to Save Power (D) Power and Resident Safety
Q.20. Select the option that lists the most accurate opening for this notice.
 (A) Greetings and attention please, to one and all in Chelavoor Heights.
 (B) This notice is written to share some news with you all about…
 (C) This is to inform all the residents of Chelavoor Heights about…
 (D) I wish to share with all officials of R.W.A. Chelavoor Heights that…
Q.21. Select the option with the information points to be included in the body of the notice.
 (1) Opinion about regular power cuts (2) Resolution for power cuts
 (3) Reason for the power cut (4) Timings of the power cut
 (5) Complaint against regular power cuts (6) Date of the power cut
 (A) (1) and (4) (B) (2), (3) and (5)
 (C) (2) and (6) (D) (3), (4) and (6)
Q.22. Would this notice reflect the name of the R.W.A?
 (A) Yes, because it is the issuing body. 
 (B) No, because it is understood through the signature.
 (C) Yes, because it makes it informal.
 (D) No, because the title makes it clear.
Q.23. Select the appropriate conclusion for this notice.
 (A) Stay informed. (B) Collaboration solicited.
 (C) Stay prepared. (D) Inconvenience regretted.
IV.  Answer any six of the seven questions given, with reference to the context below.
 Venu is a member of Co-existence, a school club that actively promotes animal rights and care. He has 

to write an article emphasising the need for prevention of cruelty to animals and peaceful coexistence 
between animals and human beings
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Q.24. Select the option that lists an appropriate title for Venu’s article.
 (A) Man and Animal-A Struggle to Co-exist
 (B) The Rehabilitation and Conservation of Species
 (C) Remodelling the Future by Peaceful Co-existence
 (D) Smart Moves- Survival of the Fittest
Q.25. Which option (1-4), should Venu choose to elaborate on reasons for cruelty to animals?

 (1)  (2) 

 (3)  (4) 

 (A) Option (1) (B) Option (2)
 (C) Option (3) (D) Option (4)
Q.26. Which option would help Venu with the appropriate organisation of relevant ideas for this article?
 (A) Expressing concern about several cases of cruelty to animals—Exploring the reasons— Stating the 

effects—Providing suggestions for peaceful co-existence— Presenting a conclusive outlook
 (B) Stating the effects of cruelty to animals— Presenting a concluding viewpoint—Providing 

suggestions for peaceful co-existence—Expressing concern for animal cruelty— Exploring the 
reasons for cruelty to animals

 (C) Introducing the purpose of the article—Information about policies and laws for animal 
protection—Exploring the reasons for the laws— Providing suggestions for peaceful co- existence 
—Presenting a pledge for awareness 

 (D) Exploring the laws for animal protection—Questioning the efficacy of the laws—Providing 
suggestions for improvements in the behaviour towards animals— Introducing the purpose of 
the article—Appeal for joining Co-Existence

Q.27. Which suggestions, from those given below, would be appropriate for Venu’s article?
 (A) Reducing human-wildlife conflict, banning habitat destruction, creating more wildlife sanctuaries
 (B) Protecting the environment, penalising poachers
 (C) Strengthening execution of animal rights’ laws, increasing awareness, reducing human-wildlife 

conflict
 (D) Creation of more wildlife sanctuaries and promotion of research on animals.
Q.28. Read a sentence from Venu’s article draft and help him complete it by selecting the most appropriate 

option.
 As animals find their natural habitat shrinking daily, their interactions with humans keep rising, often 

to the (i)______________ of the humans and with (ii) ______________ for the animals.
 (A) (i) joy (ii) dangerous outcomes (B) (i) thrill (ii) lethal consequences
 (C) (i) irritation (ii) minimal effects (D) (i) fear (ii) disastrous results
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Q.29. Which quote should Venu use to summarise the central idea of his article?
 (A) "Animals are such agreeable friends—they ask no questions; they pass no criticisms."

– George Eliot
 (B) “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.”

– Mahatma Gandhi
 (C) A tiger may pray, “O Lord, how wicked are these men who do not come and place themselves 

before me to be eaten; they are breaking Your law.”  – Swami Vivekananda
 (D) "Clearly, animals know more than we think, and think a great deal more than we know." 

– Irene M. Pepperberg
Q.30. Read the following options for the self-checklist for this article and select the option that includes the 

most appropriate self-checklist for this article.

(i) MY ARTICLE CONTAINS
1. first person address to the audience as title
2. content that lists the topical points
3. opinions of stakeholders as by-line
4. personal observations
5. designation and date at the end

  

(ii) MY ARTICLE CONTAINS
1. an eye-catching title that is thematically related
2. content that offers a balanced view of the issue
3. input for the cause-effect & suggestions
4. a conclusion including personal observations
5. a by-line

  

(iii) MY ARTICLE CONTAINS
1. a thoughtful quote as title
2. content that analyses pros and cons
3. addrss of the writer
4. a conclusion including published evidence
5. expression of gratitude by-line

  

(iv) MY ARTICLE CONTAINS
1. relevant data & by-line as title
2. content that offers a balanced view of the issue
3. name of the publishing body
4. a conclusion including personal observations
5. designation and date at the end

  

 (A) Option (i) (B) Option (ii)
 (C) Option (iii) (D) Option (iv)

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 “I have nothing else to do,” he mutters, looking away. “Go to school,” I say glibly, realising immediately 

how hollow the advice must sound.
 “There is no school in my neighbourhood. When they build one, I will go.”
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 “If I start a school, will you come?” I ask, half-joking. “Yes,” he says, smiling broadly.
 A few days later I see him running up to me. “Is your school ready?”
 “It takes longer to build a school,” I say, embarrassed at having made a promise that was not meant. 

But promises like mine abound in every corner of his bleak world.
Q.31. Saheb’s muttering and ‘looking away’ suggests his
 (A) anger (B) shyness
 (C) embarrassment (D) anxiety
Q.32. Of the four meanings of ‘glibly’, select the option that matches in meaning with its usage in the 

extract.
 (A) Showing a degree of informality (B) Lacking depth and substance
 (C) Being insincere and deceitful (D) Speaking with fluency
Q.33. Who do you think Saheb is referring to as ‘they’, in the given sentence?
 “When they build one, I will go”
 (A) The officials (B) The inhabitants
 (C) The teachers (D) The journalists
Q.34. Select the option that lists the feelings and attitudes corresponding to the following:
 (1) I ask half-joking
 (2) ...he says, smiling broadly
 (A) (1) part arrogance, part seriousness (2) hesitation
 (B) (1) part amusement, part irritation (2) submissiveness
 (C) (1) part concern, part hurt (2) pride
 (D) (1) part humour, part earnestness (2) self-belief
Q.35. Select the option that lists reasons why Saheb’s world has been called ‘bleak’.
 (1) The absence of parental presence
 (2) The poor socio-economic conditions
 (3) His inability to address problems
 (4) His lack of life-skills
 (5) The denied opportunities of schooling
 (A) (1) and (4) (B) (2) and (5)
 (C) (3) and (5) (D) (2) and (4)
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 Tiny vestiges of the old terror would return. But now I could frown and say to that terror, “Trying 

to scare me, eh? Well, here’s to you! Look!” And off I’d go for another length of the pool. This went 
on until July. But I was still not satisfied. I was not sure that all the terror had left. So, I went to Lake 
Wentworth in New Hampshire, dived off a dock at Triggs Island, and swam two miles across the 
lake to Stamp Act Island. I swam the crawl, breast stroke, side stroke and back stroke. Only once did 
the terror return. When I was in the middle of the lake, I put my face under and saw nothing but 
bottomless water. The old sensation returned in miniature.

Q.36. Why did Douglas go to swim at Lake Wentworth?
 (A) To showcase his skills for all who had doubted him.
 (B) To honour the efforts of his swimming instructor.
 (C) To build on his ability of swimming in a natural water body.
 (D) To know for sure that he had overcome his fear of drowning in water.
Q.37. Select the option that lists the correct inference based on the information in the extract.
 (A) Triggs Island and Stamp Act Island are both located in Lake Wentworth.
 (B) Lake Wentworth is a part of Triggs Island.
 (C) Stamp Act Island is two miles away from New Hampshire.
 (D) Lake Wentworth is connected via docks to New Hampshire.
Q.38. What was the reason for the ‘return’ of terror?
 (A) Superstitions about the dock at Triggs Island
 (B) Recent reports about drowning incidents
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 (C) Prior drowning experiences
 (D) Warnings by experienced swimmers
Q.39. Douglas mentions that the old sensation returned in miniature.
 He means that he felt the familiar feeling of fear __________________.
 (A) at irregular intervals (B) on a small scale
 (C) repeatedly (D) without notice
Q.40. How did Douglas handle the ‘old sensation’?
 (A) Addressed it (B) Avoided it
 (C) Submitted to it (D) Stayed indifferent to it
VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 The tall girl with her weighed-down head. The paper seeming
 boy, with rat’s eyes. The stunted, unlucky heir
 Of twisted bones, reciting a father’s gnarled disease,
 His lesson, from his desk. At back of the dim class
 One unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream…
Q.41. The poet draws attention to the problem of ____________ while describing the boy as paper-seeming.
 (A) malnutrition (B) untidiness
 (C) isolation (D) abandonment
Q.42. Which option has the underlined phrase that applies the poetic device used for ‘rat’s eyes’?
 (A) He shut up like a clam when interrogated. 
 (B) She runs as swift as a gazelle.
 (C) He is considered the black sheep of the family.
 (D) She ran away chattering with fear.
Q.43. Select the correct option to fill the blank.
 The tall girl’s head is weighed down due to the ______________________________.
 (A) effect of diseases (B) need for concentration
 (C) desire to remain unnoticed (D) burdens of poverty
Q.44. The literal meaning of ‘reciting’ refers to delivering the lesson aloud. What does its figurative meaning 

refer to?
 (A) Showing extra interest in the lesson. (B) Carrying his father’s disease.
 (C) Resigning to his disease and condition. (D) Voicing the poor conditions, he lives in.
Q.45. How does the ‘unnoted’ pupil present a contrast to others?
 (A) He appears to be in a world of dreams. (B) He struggles with the fulfilment of dreams.
 (C) He seems taller than most. (D) He sits in the dimmest part of the classroom.
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 He said I was unhappy. That made my wife kind of mad, but he explained that he meant the modern 

world is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and all the rest of it, and that I just want to escape. Well, 
who doesn’t? Everybody I know wants to escape, but they don’t wander down into any third level at 
Grand Central Station. But that’s the reason, he said, and my friends all agreed. Everything points to 
it, they claimed.

 My stamp collecting, for example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from reality.’ Well, maybe, but my 
grandfather didn’t need any refuge from reality.

Q.46. Why did Sam’s verdict make Charley’s wife ‘mad’?
 (A) It made it difficult for her to accept that Charley would consult a psychiatrist. 
 (B) It seemed to suggest to her that she was the cause of Charley’s unhappiness.
 (C) It made her aware of Charley’s delicate state of mind.
 (D) It offended her that Charley and Sam collectively accused her.
Q.47. Sam’s explanation to the reaction of Charley’s wife was ____________ in nature.
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 (A) critical (B) aggressive
 (C) clarifying (D) accusatory
Q.48. Select the option that signifies the condition of people of the ‘modern world’ mentioned in the extract.
 (1) unsure (2) lazy
 (3) offensive (4) anxious
 (5) afraid
 (A) (1) and (3) (B) (2) and (5)
 (C) (2), (3) and (4) (D) (1), (4) and (5)
Q.49. Select the option that displays a cause-effect set.
  Cause Effect  Cause Effect
 (A) Charley’s stamp Wandering into (B) Everybody Modern world
  collecting the third level  wants to escape full of insecurity
  Cause Effect  Cause Effect
 (C) Charley’s Charley’s stamp (D) Modern world Everybody wants
  wandering into collecting  full of insecurity to escape
  the third level
Q.50. Why didn’t Charley’s grandfather need refuge from reality?
 (A) He was too busy to bother. (B) He had chosen to deny his reality.
 (C) He lived in peaceful times. (D) He was a very secure person.
IX. Attempt the following.
Q.51. In ‘Keeping Quiet’ the poet does not want the reader to confuse his advice for _________________ 

with total inactivity.
 (A) experimentation (B) relaxation
 (C) isolation (D) introspection
Q.52. On his way to school, Franz says that he had the strength to resist and chose to hurry off to school.
 The underlined phrase suggests that Franz was :
 (A) hesitant. (B) threatened.
 (C) tempted. (D) repentant.
Q.53. Select the suitable option for the given statements, based on your reading of 'Lost Spring'.
 (1) The writer notices that Saheb has lost his carefree look.
 (2) Saheb has had to surrender his freedom for `800 per month.
 (A) (1) is false but (2) is true. (B) Both (1) and (2) are true.
 (C) (2) is a fact but unrelated to (1). (D) (1) is the cause for (2).
Q.54. Select the option that lists the qualities of Douglas’ trainer.
 (1) adventurous (2) generous
 (3) patient (4) methodical
 (5) encouraging (6) courageous
 (A) (1) and (6) (B) (3), (4) and (5)
 (C) (2) and (5) (D) (1), (4) and (6)
Q.55. The metaphor ‘lead sky’, is used by Stephen Spender to bring out :
 (A) the image of sky-high constructions in the slum.
 (B) a response to death and destruction.
 (C) the strong dreams and aspirations of the children.
 (D) a sense of hopelessness and despair.
Q.56. Sadao’s servants leave his house, but none of them betrays the secret of the American P.O.W. Select the 

option that explains this.
 (A) The servants truly believed that they must not be a part of the household which sheltered a 

prisoner of war, but their love and loyalty to Sadao made them keep the secret safe.
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 (B) The servants knew that any information about the P.O.W. would result in punishment for them 
and their families which is why they revealed nothing.

 (C) The servants were superstitious and scared with a white man on the premises and consequently, 
chose to remove themselves and stay silent about the situation.

 (D) The servants did not want to incur the wrath of Dr. Sadao and lose their jobs, therefore they chose 
to exit instead, and return later.

Q.57. Classify (1) to (4) as fact (F) or opinion (O), based on your reading of The Third Level.
 (1) First day covers are never opened. (2) Grand Central is growing like a tree.
 (3) President Roosevelt collected stamps. (4) Sam was Charley’s psychiatrist.
 (A) F-1,3,4; O-2 (B) F-2, 3; O-1,4
 (C) F-2; O-1,3,4 (D) F-3,4; O-1,2
Q.58. Identify the tone of Pablo Neruda in the following line:
 Perhaps the Earth can teach us….
 (A) Confident and clear about the future events.
 (B) Dramatic about the prediction he made.
 (C) Convinced about the sequence of events to follow.
 (D) Uncertain, yet hopeful about the possibility.
Q.59. Dr. Sadao mutters the word ‘my friend’ while treating the American P.O.W. in the light of the 

circumstances, we can say that this was :
 (A) humorous. (B) climactic.
 (C) ironical. (D) ominous.
Q.60. The sight of young trees and merry children, on the way to Cochin, is ______________________ the 

poet’s aging mother.
 (A) like a divine assurance for (B) in sharp contrast to
 (C) a distraction from pain for (D) the bridge between the poet and

nnn
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Solutions of Question Paper
1. Option (B) is correct.

2. Option (C) is correct.

3. Option (D) is correct.

4. Option (D) is correct.

5. Option (A) is correct.

6. Option (D) is correct.

7. Option (C) is correct.

8. Option (B) is correct.

9. Option (A) is correct.

10. Option (C) is correct.

11. Option (C) is correct.

12. Option (B) is correct.

13. Option (D) is correct.

14. Option (B) is correct.

15. Option (A) is correct.

16. Option (C) is correct.

17. Option (C) is correct.

18. Option (D) is correct.

19. Option (B) is correct.

20. Option (C) is correct.

21. Option (D) is correct.

22. Option (A) is correct.

23. Option (D) is correct.

24. Option (C) is correct.

25. Option (D) is correct.

26. Option (A) is correct.

27. Option (C) is correct.

28. Option (D) is correct.

29. Option (B) is correct.

30. Option (B) is correct.

31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Saheb was embarrassed at 
the thought of not going to school and just 
doing the menial work of rag-picking.

32. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The author was herself 
doubtful about promising something 
which she wouldn't be able to fulfill. That's 
why she says, "realising immediately how 
hollow the advice must sound."

33. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The government officials.
34. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The author was teasing 
Saheb (part humour) and also intended to 
open a school, but lacked resources (part 
earnestness).
Saheb was confident that he would attend 
the school, if given a chance (self belief).

35. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: no money, no proper house, 
no education- so the world is dark and 
bleak.

36. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: William Douglas went to 
Lake Wentworth just to check whether he 
had overcome the fear or still tiny vestiges 
of fear were still left.

37. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Triggs Island and Stamp Act 
Island both are located in Lake Wentworth.

38. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He had harsh memories of 
childhood when he was drowned to death 
by a bully.

39. Option (B) is correct.

1
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Explanation: miniature means very small.

40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He faced the frightening 
situations to overcome his fear.

41. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Undernourished and that is 
why very lean and thin just like a paper.

42. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Poetic device used is 
Metaphor. Here there is comparison 
between the eyes of a child with the eyes 
of a rat, but the comparison is implied.

43. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: She feels embarrassed and 
humiliated due to poverty and continuous 
problems. Hence she is unable to lift her 
head up.

44. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: 'reciting a father’s gnarled 
disease,'
The stunted boy has inherited the disease 
from his father.

45. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Oblivious to his 
surroundings, he appears to be in a world 
of dreams.

46. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: It was an obvious response 
from a wife as he thought that she was 
being blamed for Charley's panic state.

47. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Sam clearly stated that she 
was not responsible for Charley's state, 
rather it was the prevailing condition of 
World War that was worrisome.

48. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: "modern world is full of 
insecurity, fear, war, worry"- So people 
are living in unpredictable state, full of 
tension.

49. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Insecurity is not letting 
anyone stay at peace. Everyone is in panic 
mode and wants to escape to be free of 
tension.

50. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: In his times the world was in 
harmony. It was not chaotic.

51. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Introspection is the 
examination of one's own conscious 
thoughts and feelings.

52. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Franz preferred to run in the 
open fields, and enjoy all the other trivial 
things like seeking birds’ eggs instead of 
learning his lessons. The bright weather, 
woods, fields and chirping of birds have 
tempted him to spend the day outdoors.

53. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Saheb had got a job at the 
tea stall and so he was no longer free to 
move around. His freedom was lost for 
800 bucks.

54. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The trainer didn't hurry, 
panic or rushed for things with Douglas. 
He trained him step by step and was 
encouraging at every step.

55. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: It brings in light the bleak 
future and prospects which the slum 
education brings for the children.

56. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The servants showed their 
loyalty towards their country by leaving 
the house of Sadao and remained silent to 
show their loyalty to their master too.

57. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: 1, 3, 4 are facts
Grand Central was growing with its 
branches spread out was an opinion of 
Charley.

58. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: 'Perhaps' shows uncertainty.

59. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: An enemy can't be a friend.

60. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: young vs old; active and 
agile vs inactive and static.
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I. Read the passage given below:
(1) “Who doesn’t know how to cook rice? Cooking rice hardly takes time,” said my father. So, I 

challenged myself. I switched from news to YouTube and typed, “How to cook rice?” I took one and a half 
cups of rice. Since, I didn’t have access to a rice cooker, I put the rice in a big pot. Firstly, the rice has to be 
washed to get rid of dust and starch. I thought I won’t be able to drain the rice and that it will fall out of the 
pot. I observed the chef as I swirled the rice around and used my dexterous hands to drain it, not once, not 
twice, but three times. I looked down at the sink and saw less than 50 grains that made their way out of the 
pot. Suffice to say, I was up to the mark. 

(2) The video stated that the key to perfect rice is equal amounts of rice and water. I have heard that 
professionals don’t need to measure everything; they just know what the right amount is. But as this was 
my first time in the kitchen, I decided to experiment by not measuring the water needed for boiling the rice. 
I wanted the rice to be firm when bitten, just like pasta. I don’t enjoy the texture of mushy rice. It has to have 
that chutzpah; it has to resist my biting power just for a bit before disintegrating. 

(3) After what seemed like 10 minutes, all the water disappeared. I went in to give it a good stir. To my 
surprise, some of the rice got stuck to the pot. I tried to scrape it off but to no avail. At the same time, there 
was a burning smell coming from it. I quickly turned the stove off. “What have you done to the kitchen?” 
My mother shouted while coming towards the kitchen. I managed to ward her off. 

(4) Finally, when the time came to taste my creation, I was surprised! It wasn’t bad at all. The rice had 
the desired consistency. Sure, a little more salt would’ve been better, but I just added that while eating. The 
experience was fairly rewarding and memorable. It taught me a new sense of respect for those who cook 
food on a regular basis at home or are engaged in gourmet creations professionally. 

2
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q. 1. Father’s question to the narrator, about knowing how to cook rice, was intended to:
  (A) criticize the narrator’s lack of abilities. 
  (B) make the process sound simple. 
  (C) encourage the narrator to take up cooking. 
  (D) showcase his own expertise in cooking rice. 
Q. 2. “I switched from news to YouTube …” 
  Pick the option in which the meaning of ‘switch(ed)’ is NOT the same as it is in the passage. 
  (A) He switched on the radio to listen to the news while having dinner.
  (B) “Forget these diet supplements and switch to yoga, if you want a true sense of well-being.” 
  (C) Mom switched to reading fiction recently because she was bored with cook-books. 
  (D) The company will switch the trucks to other routes to bring down city pollution. 
Q. 3. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the correct sequence of the 

process. 
  1. Use water to wash the rice.  2. Repeat the process three times. 
  3. Drain the water off.  4. Put rice in a utensil. 
  5. Swirl the water in and around the rice. 
  (A) 4,2,1,3,5  (B) 1,3,2,5,4 
  (C) 4,1,5,3,2  (D) 5,1,2,4,3 
Q. 4. The narrator says that he has dexterous hands. He would have had a problem, had it been the opposite. 
  NOT BEING dexterous means, being ...................... . 
  (A) uncomfortable  (B) clumsy 
  (C) unclear  (D) clueless 
Q. 5. Which option represents the correct ratio of water to rice for cooking ‘perfect rice’?

(1)                         (2)                         (3)                         (4)
  (A) Image 1  (B) Image 2 
  (C) Image 3  (D) Image 4 
Q. 6. According to the passage, the fact that the narrator risked experimentation, on his maiden attempt in 

the kitchen, shows that he was .......................... . 
 (A) conscientious  (B) nervous 
 (C) presumptuous (D) courteous 
Q. 7. Pick the option showing the CORRECT use of the word ‘chutzpah’. 
 (A) It is the court’s duty to dispense chutzpah to everyone irrespective of caste or creed. 
 (B) The speaker may not have much of a stage presence, but you’ve got to admit she’s got chutzpah. 
 (C) I could crack the code easily which proved me to be a chutzpah and I was the only one who could 

do so. 
 (D) After his father’s demise, the daughter took over the family’s chutzpah to save it from disaster. 
Q. 8. Pick the option that correctly states what DID NOT happen after the writer checked on the rice. 
 (A) Turning the stove off. (B) Being taken aback at the condition of rice.
 (C) Forgetting to scrape the stuck rice. (D) Smelling the delicious aroma of cooked rice.
Q. 9. Pick the option that correctly lists the final feelings of the writer with reference to the cooking 

experience. 
 1. frustrating 2. amusing 3. satisfying 4. disillusioning 5. exacting 6. enlightening 
 (A) 1 and 4  (B) 2 and 5 
 (C) 3 and 6  (D) 1 and 3 
Q. 10. How did mother react to the burning smell?
 (A) She commented on it. (B) She brushed it aside.
 (C) She enquired about it. (D) She handled it.
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II. Read the passage and answer the questions given below:  
(1) The present generation is well updated with the use of internet and computers. The rapid 

development in computer technology and increase in accessibility of the internet for academic purposes has 
changed the face of education for everyone associated with it. Let’s look at the data arising out of a recent 
survey that was done to ascertain the time spent on utilisation of the computer and internet:

(2) At present, many schools and universities have been implementing internet-based learning, as it 
supplements the conventional teaching methods. The internet provides a wide variety of references and 
information to academics as well as scientific researchers. Students often turn to it to do their academic 
assignments and projects. 

(3) However, research on Internet is very different from traditional library research, and the differences 
can cause problems. The Internet is a tremendous resource, but it must be used carefully and critically. 

(4) According to a 2018 Academic Student e-book Experience Survey, conducted by LJ’s research 
department and sponsored by EBSCO, when reading for pleasure, almost 74% of respondents said they 
preferred print books for leisure whereas, 45 % of respondents chose e-books rather than the printed 
versions, for research or assignments. 

(5) When asked what e-book features make them their favourite for research, the respondents were 
clear. Having page numbers to use in citations, topped the list (75%); followed by the ability to resize text 
to fit a device’s screen (67%); the ability to bookmark pages, highlight text, or take notes for later reference 
(60%); downloading the entire e-book (57%); and allowing content to be transferred between devices (43%) 
were the varied responses.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. The word ‘tremendous’, as used in paragraph 3, means the same as:
 (A) expensive  (B) renowned 
 (C) innovative (D) incredible 
Q.12. Based on the graphical chart in the passage, choose the option that correctly states the depiction of 

internet usage for work and for leisure, for once a month.

 (A) Option (1)  (B) Option (2) 
 (C) Option (3)  (D) Option (4) 
Q.13. Based on the given graphical representation of data in the passage, choose the option that lists the 

statements that are TRUE with respect to the usage of email. 
 1. The everyday usage of email is more than the everyday usage of computer for personal use. 
 2. About 18% people use email once a week.
 3. There are a smaller number of email users using it 2-3 times a week than the ones using it once a 

month. 
 4. Less than 5% of people never use the email. 
 (A) 1 and 3  (B) 2 and 4 
 (C) 1 and 2  (D) 3 and 4 
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Q.14. Based on the given graphical chart, pick the option that lists the area of zero response from respondents. 
 (A) Never using the internet for work and leisure.
 (B) Daily use of the computer for academic activities.
 (C) Writing and receiving emails once a week.
 (D) Using the internet for personal tasks once a month.
Q.15. In the cartoon, the student’s reaction reveals that he is ______________.

 (A) indignant  (B) apologetic 
 (C) obedient  (D) inquisitive 
Q.16. Which of the following statements is NOT substantiated by information in paragraph 4? 
 (A) About three-quarters of the respondents preferred print books for recreational reading. 
 (B) A little less than a 50% of the respondents voted for e-books for research or assignments. 
 (C) More than 50% respondents stated enjoying both versions of books for leisure reading. 
 (D) The survey was intended for understanding the e-book experience among students. 
Q.17. Arrange the given e-book features preferred for research from the least favourite to the most favourite: 
 1. downloading the entire e-book  2. choosing page numbers in citations 
 3. highlighting text  4. resizing text to fit screen 
 (A) 1, 3, 4, 2  (B) 3, 2, 1, 4 
 (C) 2, 4, 3, 1  (D) 4, 1, 2, 3 
Q.18. According to the passage, one of the reasons for the recent transformation of education is the:
 (A) techno-efficiency of the present generation.
 (B) expenses of courses on technology.
 (C) simplification of the teaching and learning method.
 (D) easy availability of the Internet.

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
 Q. 19. An advertisement is a ____________________________.

 (A) public announcement  (B) private announcement 
 (C) personal announcement  (D) service announcement 
Q.20. An advertisement is used to influence the __________ of the masses.
 (A) mind (B) taste
 (C) motive (D) All of these

  Q.21. Language of the Notice should be _______________________.
 (A) very formal  (B) simple and formal
 (C) complicated and tricky  (D) highly informal and simple 
Q. 22. Which of the following shouldn't be a part of Notice?
 (A) Date (B) Greetings
 (C) Heading (D) Authorised Signatory
Q. 23. The word 'Notice' is written in ___________ letters.
 (A) block (B) cursive
 (C) calligraphy (D) All of the above
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IV. With the understanding of the format of the Letter answer any six of the seven questions given. 
Q.24. ________________ 
 (A) Sender’s Address (B) Receiver’s Address
 (C) Heading (D) FORMAL LETTER
 Date
Q.25. ________________ 
 (A) Sender’s Address (B) Receiver’s Address
 (C) Heading (D) Sir
 Subject
Q.26. ________________
 (A) Dear Sir/Sir (B) Dearest Sir
 (C) Respectful Sir (D) My dear Sir
 Introductory para
Q.27. ________________
 (A) Main body of the letter (B) Salutation
 (C) Subscription (D) Explanation
 Concluding para
Q.28. ________________ 
 (A) Your Sincerely (B) Yours sincerely
 (C) yours sincerely (D) your sincerely
 Signature
Q.29. ________________ 
 (A) (Full Name in lower case) (B) (Only initials in capitals)
 (C) (Only First Name in capitals) (D) (Full Name in capitals)
Q.30. ____________
 (A) Designation (optional) (B) Requesting Quote
 (C) Bidding Goodbye (D) Another Signature (optional)

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Poor man! It was in honour of this last lesson that he had put on his fine Sunday clothes, and now I 

understood why the old men of the village were sitting there in the back of the room. It was because 
they were sorry, too, that they had not gone to school more. It was their way of thanking our master for 
his forty years of faithful service and of showing their respect for the country that was theirs no more. 

  Q.31. Why does the narrator refer to M. Hamel as ‘Poor man!’?
   (A) He empathizes with M. Hamel as he had to leave the village.
   (B) He believes that M. Hamel’s “fine Sunday clothes” clearly reflected that he was not rich.
   (C) He feels sorry for M. Hamel as it was his last French lesson.
   (D) He thinks that M. Hamel’s patriotism and sense of duty resulted in his poverty.
  Q.32. Which of the following idioms might describe the villagers’ act of attending the last lesson most 

accurately?
   (A) ‘Too good to miss’ (B) ‘Too little, too late’
   (C) ‘Too many cooks spoil the broth’ (D) ‘Too cool for school’
  Q.33. Choose the option that might raise a question about M. Hamel’s “faithful service”.
   (A) When Franz came late, M. Hamel told him that he was about to begin class without him.
   (B) Franz mentioned how cranky M. Hamel was and his “great ruler rapping on the table”.
   (C)  M. Hamel often sent students to water his flowers and gave a holiday when he wanted to go 

fishing.
   (D)  M. Hamel permitted villagers to put their children “to work on a farm or at the mills” for 

some extra money.
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  Q.34. Choose the options that most appropriately fill in the blanks, for the following description of the 
given extract.

    The villagers and their children sat in class, forging with their old master a (i) _____ togetherness. 
In that moment, the classroom stood (ii) _____. It was France itself, and the last French lesson a 
desperate hope to (iii) ______ to the remnants of what they had known and taken for granted. 
Their own (iv) _______.

   (A) (i) graceful; (ii) still; (iii) hang on; (iv) country
   (B) (i) bygone; (ii) up; (iii) keep on; (iv) education
   (C) (i) beautiful; (ii) mesmerised; (iii) carry on; (iv) unity
   (D) (i) forgotten; (ii) transformed; (iii) hold on; (iv) identity
  Q.35. What is meant by 'fine Sunday clothes'?
   (A) Casual clothes (B) Shining bright tight clothes
   (C) Black and white clothes (D) Clothes that are worn on special occasions
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 “I wondered, Your Excellency,” Sadao murmured.
 “It was certainly very careless of me,” the General said. “But you understand it was not lack of patriotism 

or dereliction of duty.” He looked anxiously at his doctor. “If the matter should come out you would 
understand that, wouldn’t you?”

 “Certainly, Your Excellency,” Sadao said. He suddenly comprehended that the General was in the 
palm of his hand and that as a consequence, he himself was perfectly safe. “I swear to your loyalty. 
Excellency,” he said to the old General, “and to your zeal against the enemy.” 

  Q.36. Pick the option that best describes the word ‘dereliction’ as used in the passage.
   (i) Evasion (ii) Deterioration
   (iii) Negligence (iv) Carelessness
   (v) Dilapidation (vi) Management
   (A) (ii), (iii) and (vi) (B) (i), (iv) and (v)
   (C) (ii), (iv) and (vi) (D) (i), (iii) and (iv)
  Q.37. At the end of the conversation with the General, Sadao felt :
   (A) rejuvenated and guilt-free. (B) conceited and egotistic.
   (C) refreshed and self-conscious. (D) relieved and guilt-free.
  Q.38. Read the analysis of the General based on the given extract. Choose the option that fills in the 

given blanks most appropriately: 
   The General (i) _____________ power but is (ii) ___________ of the obligations of his job. He is so  

(iii) _____________ with his health that he forgets to send the assassins to kill the prisoner. Due to 
his (iv) ____________ interests, he doesn’t want to expose Sadao and agrees to keep the prisoner’s 
escape a secret.  

   (A) (i) fantasizes; (ii) lonely; (iii) consumed; (iv) vested
   (B) (i) relishes; (ii) weary; (iii) self-absorbed; (iv) selfish
   (C) (i) fancies; (ii) apathetic; (iii) negligent; (iv) worthless
   (D) (i) desires; (ii) concerned; (iii) indisposed; (iv) narrow
  Q.39. Pick the option that best matches the idioms with ‘hand’ with their meanings.

Idioms Meanings

1. hand in glove a) in the care of somebody good and knowledgeable

2. in good hands b) to reveal a secret about one’s plans

3. tip one’s hand c) do harm to someone who has been kind to you

4. bite the hand that feeds you d) two or more people who are in collusion
   (A) 1-a; 2-d; 3-c; 4-b (B) 1-b; 2-c; 3-d; 4-a
   (C) 1-d; 2-a; 3-b; 4-c (D) 1-c; 2-a; 3-d; 4-b
  Q.40. What was the reaction of all the domestic servants when they came to know that Dr. Sadao was 

treating a prisoner?
   (A) They were happy to serve their master.  (B) They felt that Dr. Sadao deserved a reward.
   (C) They were very critical of him.  (D) They wanted Dr. Sadao to let the soldier die.
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VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 And 
 looked out at Young 
 Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 
 out of their homes, but after the airport’s 
 security check, standing a few yards 
 away, I looked again at her, wan, pale 
 as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 
 familiar ache…
  Q.41. Why ‘Young Trees’ is highlighted in this stanza? 
   (A) It is to convey the meaning clearly. 
   (B) To highlight the adjective-noun combination. 
   (C) To enhance the poetic technique of contrast. 
   (D) To create a picturesque effect. 
  Q.42. Choose the option that appropriately describes the relationship between the two statements 

given below. 
   Statement 1: The poet knows that her mother has become old and it is an undeniable fact. 
   Statement 2: The poet feels desperate at the thought of unbearable pain of separation. 
   (A) Beginning – Ending  (B) Cause – Effect 
   (C) Question – Answer  (D) Introduction – Conclusion 
  Q.43. Choose the option that completes the sentence given below. Just as the brightness of the winter’s 

moon is obscure due to the haze and mist, similarly:
   (A) the pain of separation has shaded mother’s expression.
   (B) age has clouded mother’s youthful appearance.
   (C) growing up has developed a seasoned maturity in the poet.
   (D) memories warm the heart like the pale moon in winter.
  Q.44. Choose the correct option out of the ones given below:
   (a) Simile- the merry children spilling (b) Metaphor- old familiar ache
   (c) Simile- pale as a late winter’s moon (d) Imagery- Young Trees sprinting
   (e) Simile- All I did was smile (f) Personification- the merry children spilling
   (g) Personification- Young Trees sprinting
   (A) a, b, c, d  (B) e, f, g, a 
   (C) c, d, g (D) c, d, f, g
  Q.45. "I looked again at her..."
   Why did the poet look back again?
   (A) She wanted to look at her mother for the last time before departure.
   (B) She had forgotten something behind.
   (C) She wanted to signal her mother to hurry up and join her.
   (D) She wanted to tell her mother to go away.
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 
 The man moaned with pain in his stupor but he did not awaken. 
 “The best thing that we could do would be to put him back in the sea,” Sadao said, answering himself. 

Now that the bleeding was stopped for the moment, he stood up and dusted the sand from his hands. 
 “Yes, undoubtedly that would be best,” Hana said steadily. But she continued to stare down at the 

motionless man. 
 “If we sheltered a white man in our house we should be arrested and if we turned him over as a 

prisoner, he would certainly die,” Sadao said. 
 “The kindest thing would be to put him back into the sea,” Hana said. But neither of them moved. They 

were staring with curious repulsion upon the inert figure.
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  Q.46. In which of the following options can ‘stupor’ be used as it is used in the above extract? 
   (A) It was only a slight brush, not enough to fully wake him from the depth of his _________.
   (B) Children who are awake are very thirsty, although a child may drink poorly if in a ________.
   (C) It brought me out of my warm ______________ with a jolt and I thought it was time I moved 

myself.
   (D) Trying to awaken a cat out of a catatonic _____________ is virtually useless.
  Q.47. Pick the option that best describes Sadao and Hana in the passage. 
   (A) Sadao: trustworthy; Hana: suspicious
   (B) Sadao: brave; Hana: practical
   (C) Sadao: practical; Hana: apprehensive
   (D) Sadao: cautious; Hana: bold
  Q.48. Pick the idiom that best describes the situation of Sadao and Hana. 
   (A) Grasping at straws  (B) At your wits’ end 
   (C) Dodged a bullet  (D) Catch-22 
  Q.49. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below. 
   Statement 1: Sadao and Hana were concerned about the soldier but were worried about the 

result of being sympathetic. 
   Statement 2: Sadao and Hana wanted to avoid taking care of a wounded soldier, who could be an 

American. 
   (A) Statement 1 is true but Statement 2 is false. 
   (B) Statement 1 is false but Statement 2 is true. 
   (C) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are true. 
   (D) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are false. 
  Q.50. Why were they staring him with curious repulsion?
   (A) Because he was their long lost servant.
   (B) He was covered with lot of filth and dirt.
   (C) His face was damaged.
   (D) He was an American soldier.

  IX. Attempt the following.
Q.51. Franz ignored a huge crowd assembled in front of the bulletin board. How does his reaction act as 

foreshadowing? 
 (A) No one in Franz’s family worked in the armed forces, so any serious news did not matter.
 (B) The place was too crowded for Franz to find out what news was up on the board.
 (C) No bad news now affected Franz as he was quite accustomed to it. 
 (D) Franz was too young to care about the news of defeat in the war.
Q.52. The revival of latent fear in Douglas is an indication of:
 (A) destruction  (B) subjugation
 (C) harassment (D) dejection
Q.53. Which of the following classrooms resemble the classroom mentioned in the poem?
 (i)  (ii) 

 (iii)  (iv) 

 (A) Option i  (B) Option ii
 (C) Option iii (D) Option iv
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  Q.54. “let’s not speak in any language, 
 let’s stop for one second,”
 The poet uses the word “let’s” to :
 (A) start a conversation between the poet and the readers.
 (B) request readers to become a part of the poet’s larger appeal to human race.
 (C) make readers as the subject of the poem.
 (D) make readers speak his own language.
Q.55. What compels the workers in bangle industry of Firozabad to poverty?
 (A) Cast and inherited profession. (B) Karma theory and culture.
 (C) Administrators and politicians. (D) All of these.
Q.56. What does the poet hint at when he says, “Those who prepare green wars,”?
 (A) Traditional way of fighting  (B) Manufactured nature of war 
 (C) Political issues related to wars (D) Social issues related to wars
Q.57. “Cramped holes” is a metaphor for the _________________________.
 (A) pits and potholes (B) broken walls
 (C) narrow passages (D) slum houses
Q.58. Which of the pictures given below shows ‘wading’ activity?
 (1)  (2)  

 (3)  (4)   
 

 (A) Image 1 (B) Image 2
 (C) Image 3 (D) Image 4

 Q.59. How did Charley discover that he had reached the Third Level of Grand Central Station and not 
the second level?

 (A) A different world of gas lights and brass spittoons. 
 (B) Beards and moustaches of 1894.
 (C) Newspaper with a date June 11, 1894.
 (D) All of these.
Q.60. What striking contrast did Charley find at the Third Level of Central Station?
 (A) Everything was odd.
 (B) Everything was old styled and smaller in size.
 (C) Everything was gigantic.
 (D) Everything was marvellous.

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I. Read the passage given below: 
Donated Organs and their Transportation

(1) Once an organ donor’s family gives its consent and the organs are matched to a recipient, medical 
professionals are faced with the onerous challenge of transporting organs while ensuring that the harvested 
organ reaches its destination in the shortest possible time. This is done in order to preserve the harvested 
organs which involves the police especially the traffic police department.

(2) The traditional method of transporting organs by road is referred to as a “green corridor”. The first 
green corridor in India was created by Chennai Traffic Police in September 2008 when they accomplished 
their task of enabling an ambulance to reach its destination within 11 minutes during peak hour traffic. That 
organ saved a nine-year-old girl whose life depended on the transplant. Similarly, such green corridors 
have been created by traffic police of various cities such as Pune, Mumbai, Delhi NCR, etc.

(3) Experts point out the lack of a robust system to transport organs to super-speciality hospitals 
in least possible time. National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO), the country’s apex 
organ donation agency, is now framing a proposal to airlift cadaver organs and will send a report to the 
Union Health Ministry. “Cadaver organs have a short life and so transplant should be done within a few 
golden hours.” Director (NOTTO) expressed, “Therefore, we are preparing a proposal for airlifting organs 
at any given moment.”

(4) Most states do not have enough well-trained experts to retrieve or perform transplant procedures. 
Also, there is an acute shortage of advanced healthcare facilities to carry out a transplant. So, it is referred to 

3
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other big centres in metropolitan cities. Organs retrieved from Aurangabad, Indore, Surat and Pune are sent 
to Mumbai as these cities do not have super-speciality healthcare centres and informed officials.

(5) “In India, about fifty thousand to one lakh patients are suffering from acute heart failure and need 
heart transplant at any point of time. In a private set-up, a heart transplant costs ` 15-20 lakhs, which is 
followed up by postoperative medication of about ` 30,000 per month lifelong.” Moreover, the risk factor is 
a great hindrance.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.      
Q.1. The first green corridor in India was created in:
 (A) New Delhi  (B) Chennai
 (B) Mumbai  (D) Pune 
Q.2. The onerous task that the author is talking about in para 1 is:
  (A) finding organ donors.
  (B)  finding doctors capable of performing transplants.
  (C)  to carry the harvested organ in the shortest possible time.
  (D)  to arrange the requisite facilities for the transplant.
Q.3. Most of the people do not go for the heart transplant as:
  (A) it is very risky.
  (B) it is very painful.
  (C) it may cause death of the recipient.
  (D) the cost is prohibitive.
Q.4. Most states refer organ transplant cases to big hospitals because:
  (A) they don’t have well trained experts.
  (B) the patients don’t trust local doctors.
  (C) the state hospitals are very crowded.
  (D) they don’t have a pool of harvested organs.
Q.5. Apart from Chennai, where were other green corridors created?
  (A) Delhi NCR  (B) Pune
  (C) Mumbai  (D) All of the above
Q.6. How much does a heart transplant cost a patient in a private hospital?
  (A) Rs. 15-20 lakhs (B) Rs. 20 lakhs
  (C) Rs. 20-25 lakhs  (D) None of these
Q.7. Pick out the word/phrase from the passage which is similar in meaning to ‘save’ (Para 1).
  (A) Onerous (B) Preserve
  (C) Harvest  (D) Retrieve 
Q.8. Pick out the word/phrase from the passage which is opposite in meaning to ‘destructed’ (Para 2).
  (A) Accomplished (B) Created
  (C) Transplanted  (D) Advanced
Q.9. What is meant by the word ‘retrieve’ (Para 4).
  (A) Get back (B) Recover
  (C) Set right (D) Regain
Q.10. The organisation which is framing a proposal to airlift Cadaver organs is:
 (A) Union Health Ministry 
  (B) Regional Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation 
 (C) National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation
  (D) State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation

 II. Read the passage given below: 
(1) Andy Dehart is a shark expert and TV presenter who lives in the United States of America. He has 

had a lifelong interest in sharks and is always trying to look for ways to educate the public about them. 
Many people think that sharks have little or no intelligence, but Andy points out that recent studies have 
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shown that many shark species possess powerful problem-solving abilities and social skills. “Sharks do not 
want to attack humans,” he asserts. “There is no shark species that eats humans as part of its regular diet. 
In most shark attack cases, the shark leaves after realising that it has mistakenly bitten a human and not its 
intended prey.”

(2) In Andy’s opinion, all shark fishing should be stopped until the shark populations have had time 
to grow again. We then need to do a better job of managing the fishing of sharks. However, even if the direct 
fishing of sharks is stopped, many will still be killed when they are caught up in the nets of boats fishing 
for other species of fish.

(3) When Andy was a boy, his father worked for a national oceanic organisation, and Andy travelled 
with him all over the Caribbean. He grew up by the coast and he has been connected with the sea for as 
long as he can remember. He also lived near one of the best aquariums in America. Andy then went on to 
build a career working with sharks in an aquarium environment. More recently, he has been involved with 
television and the making of programmes about the sharks.

(4) Andy and his wife had their first child two years ago. They were amused and amazed to see to 
what extent their work with animals has proved to be useful in bringing up their daughter. They know how 
to observe her behaviour and teach her how to do things by rewarding her.

(5) Andy loves sharks and is very passionate about their survival and protection. He feels extremely 
lucky to have had opportunities working at the National Aquarium and the television station which presents 
the Nature Channel. He never wastes a moment in either place that could be spent educating people about 
sharks. He does admit that it is probably not possible for everyone to love sharks as he does. However, he 
does hope to persuade people personally or through the media to respect sharks and the critical role they 
play in our environment. His main objective is to keep spreading awareness that sharks are not dangerous 
man-eaters but essential creatures in our oceans, as they provide ecological balance and help to control 
other species.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. How can it be proved that many shark species are intelligent?
 (A) Their problem solving and social skills 
 (B) Their social skills
 (C) Eating humans and their immediate realization humans 
 (D) Their oceanic organisation
Q.12. Why does Andy believe that sharks only attack humans by mistake?
 (A) They don’t eat humans as a part of their diet.
 (B) They leave after realising that it has mistakenly bit humans.
 (C) Human is not its intended prey.
 (D) All of these
Q.13. How did Andy’s work help him when bringing up his daughter?
 (A) He know how to teach her things by rewarding her.
 (B) He taught her by reprimanding her.
 (C) He taught her to observe behaviour of others.
 (D) Connection of animals to the daughter’s keenness.
Q.14. According to the graph, how many sharks were caught in 1990?
 (A) 650,000 (B) 700,000
 (C) 700 (D) 800
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Q.15. How does Andy hope to educate people about sharks?
 (A) Through his work at the National Aquarium
 (B) Through the media
 (C) Through the Nature Challenge
 (D) All of these
Q.16. Even after the ascending trend, in which year the number of number of sharks caught remained the 

same?
 (A) 1970 (B) 1975
 (C) 1980 (D) 1985
Q.17. How long has Andy been interested in sharks?
 (A) Lifelong  (B) Since he was a boy
 (C) Both (A) and (B)  (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
Q.18. What is the main objective of Andy?
 (A) Build a career working with sharks in an aquarium
 (B) Keep spreading awareness that sharks are not man-eaters
 (C) Sharks are the essential creatures in our oceans
 (D) Both (B) and (C)

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
Q.19. What is the word limit of the Notice?
 (A) 50 words (B) 100 words
 (C) 20 words (D) No word limit 
Q.20. Notice is always enclosed in a __________.
 (A) parcel (B) picture
 (C) box (D) paper

 Q.21. Which of the following Classified Advertisement is written by a person in need of a job?
 (A) Situation Vacant (B) To-let
 (C) Accommodation Wanted (D) Situation Wanted
Q.22. What is the word limit of a Classified Advertisement?
 (A) 100 (B) 75
 (C) 50 (D) 120
Q.23. What are the features of a Classified Advertisement?
 (A) Simple presentation (B) Not bulky
 (C) Least possible words (D) All of the above
IV.  Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
 While reading about new places and searching for them online has its merits, the advantages of 
actually travelling to various destinations far exceed them. Write an article in 120-150 words for the magazine 
Travel Times, evaluating both these options. You may use the cues given below along with your own ideas. 
You are Amrit/ Amrita. 
	 •	 Builds	confidence	
	 •	 Make	friends	and	memories	
	 •	 Experience	new	cultures	
	 •	 Expands	knowledge   

(24) ________________
(25) ________________

Travelling is fun. Reading books on (26) _________ places is immersing. Travel allows you to escape from 
your stressful situation. (27) ____________. Seeing other parts of the world and immersing yourself in 
foreign cultures opens up completely new avenues of discovery. 
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(28) ________________, and can open your eyes in ways you never thought possible. When you are out on 
the road meeting new people and opening up to new experiences, you may find that you are also slowly 
reinventing yourself. Travel can open up so many doors and provide for so many adventures, both planned 
and spontaneous. 
Having said that, travelling as a (29) ________________ may sometimes take the form of running away 
from reality. Too much travel may develop a sense of homesickness at some point. Life at home will go on 
without you and you might miss some important moments you would have yearned to be present at. Travel 
can also be extremely expensive putting an unnecessary (30) ____________________________.
Q.24. ________________
 (A) Online travel has its merits (B) World – Better to Travel or To Read About
 (C) by - Amrit (D) Travel Times
Q.25. ________________ 
 (A) Online travel has its merits (B) World – Better to Travel or To Read About
 (C) by - Amrit (D) Travel Times
Q.26. ________________ 
 (A) boring (B) simple
 (C) hectic (D) exotic
Q.27. ________________ 
 (A) Travel is a learning experience (B) Travelling is a learning enrichment.
 (C) Travel is a life-time achievement. (D) Travelling is a learning expenditure.
Q.28. ________________ 
 (A) Travel in itself can be education. (B) Travelling in thyself can be educating.
 (C) Travel in itself can be educational. (D) Travel in thyself can be edutainment.
Q.29. ________________ 
 (A) ways of escape (B) means of escapism
 (C) ways of escapism (D) means of escape
Q. 30. Travel can also be extremely expensive putting an unnecessary______________.
 (A) sprain on the purse (B) strength of the purse
 (C) strain on the purse (D) depth of the purse

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  I jumped over the bench and sat down at my desk. Not till then, when I had got a little over my fright, 

did I see that our teacher had on his beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt and the little black silk cap, all 
embroidered, that he never wore except on inspection and prize days. 

  Q.31. Why did Franz sit quickly at his desk? 
   (A) He was embarrassed when everyone noticed him coming late to the class.  
   (B) He was scared that M. Hamel might get angry and punish him.
   (C) He wanted to settle down before the lesson began.
   (D) All of the above. 
  Q.32. Owing to his fright, what couldn’t be noticed by Franz?
   (A) M. Hamel’s powerful voice.  (B) M. Hamel’s confident demeanour.
   (C) M. Hamel being over-dressed. (D) M. Hamel looking old and tired. 
  Q.33. Why was M. Hamel wearing embroidered clothes that he wore only on special occasions? 
   (A) He was enjoying uninterrupted teaching.  (B) All the old villagers were present in his class.
   (C) He was delivering his last lesson. (D) Germans were visiting their school.
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  Q.34. What transformation did Franz find in his class, even before entering it? 
   (A) The class was absolutely clean.  
   (B) There were not many people present in the school. 
   (C) The class was occupied by the villagers instead of the students.  
   (D) The class was silent without any chaos.
  Q.35. Why was little Franz frightened?
   (A) He was late for the class.
   (B) There were soldiers in the class.
   (C) He had PTM that day.
   (D) M. Hamel seemed to be very angry that day.

 VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
   Sometimes, I think Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new corridors and staircases like 

roots. There’s probably a long tunnel that nobody knows about feeling its way under the city right 
now, on its way to Times Square and maybe another to Central Park. And maybe — because for so 
many people through the years Grand Central has been an exit, a way of escape — maybe that’s how 
the tunnel I got into... But I never told my psychiatrist friend about that idea. 

  Q.36. The above extract is NOT an example of ________.
    (A) allegory (B) analogy
    (C) imagery (D) metaphor
  Q.37. Charley decided not to tell his psychiatrist friend about his idea. Choose the option that reflects 

the reaction Charley anticipated from his friend.
   (A) “That’s such a lovely comparison. Why don’t you become a writer, Charley?”
   (B) “Oh Charley. It is so sad to see your desperation to run away! So very sad.”
   (C) “Maybe that’s how you entered the third level. Who would have thought?!”
   (D) “You need help, my raving friend. You are way too invested in this crazy thought!”
  Q.38. Look at the given image that lists some of the ways in which the symbolism of a tree is employed.

  
   Which of the following would represent an example as used by Charley in the above extract?
   (A) ‘Stay grounded’ as the train station is underground.
   (B) ‘Connect with your roots’ as he desires to go back to his past.
   (C) ‘Enjoy the view’ as the station leads to all tourist sights of the city.
   (D) ‘Keep growing’ as the station keeps renovating and expanding.
  Q.39. The idiom ‘feeling its way’ implies _____________ movement.
   (A) swift (B) tentative
   (C) circular (D) disorganized
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  Q.40. The tone of the speaker in the above extract is:
   (A) apprehensive (B) confident
   (C) optimistic (D) pessimistic
VII. Read the given extracts and answer the questions that follow:
 Driving from my parent’s
 home to Cochin last Friday
 morning, I saw my mother,
 beside me,
 doze, open mouthed, her face
 ashen like that
 of a corpse and realized with pain
 that she was as old as she
 looked but soon
 put that thought away…
  Q.41. Choose the option that best applies to the given extract.
   (1) A conversation (2) An argument
   (3) A piece of advice (4) A strategy
   (5) A recollection (6) A suggestion
   (A) 1, 3 & 6 (B) 2, 4 & 5
   (C) Only 5 (D) Only 1
  Q.42. Choose the book title that perfectly describes the condition of the poet’s mother.

Title 1 Title 2 Title 3 Title 4

You’re Only Old 
Once! 
(-) by Dr. Seuss

The Gift of Years 
(-) by Joan Chittister

Somewhere 
Towards the End 
(-) by Diana Athill

The Book You Wish 
Your Parents Had 
Read 
(-) by Philippa Perry

   (A) Title 1 (B) Title 2
   (C) Title 3 (D) Title 4
  Q.43. Choose the option that applies correctly to the two statements given below.
   Assertion: The poet wards off the thought of her mother getting old quickly.
   Reason: The poet didn’t want to confront the inevitability of fate that was to dawn upon her 

mother.
   (A) Assertion can be inferred but the Reason cannot be inferred.
   (B) Assertion cannot be inferred but the Reason can be inferred.
   (C) Both Assertion and Reason can be inferred.
   (D) Both Assertion and Reason cannot be inferred.
  Q.44. Choose the option that displays the same literary device as in the given lines of the extract.
   her face
   ashen like that 
   of a corpse… 
   (A) Just as I had this thought, she appeared and… 
   (B) My thoughts were as heavy as lead that evening when … 
   (C) I think like everyone else who… 
   (D) I like to think aloud when …
  Q.45. Which of the following displays the same literary device as in 'her face ashen like that of a corpse'?
   (A) The grandmother's sand papery voice.
   (B) Her silver locks were scattered untidily over her pale, puckered face and her lips constantly 

moved in inaudible prayer.
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   (C) She was like the winter landscape in the mountains, an expanse of pure white serenity breathing 

peace and contentment.
   (D) I saw my mother, beside me, doze, open mouthed.
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Have you ever been there? It’s a wonderful town, still with big old frame houses, huge lawns and 

tremendous trees whose branches meet overhead and roof the streets. And in 1894, summer evenings 
were twice as long, and people sat out on their lawns, the men smoking cigars and talking quietly, the 
women waving palm-leaf fans, with the fire-flies all around, in a peaceful world. To be back there with 
the First World War still twenty years off, and World War II over forty years in the future... I wanted two 
tickets for that. 

  Q.46. ‘You’ here refers to: 
   (A) Charley’s psychiatrist, Sam Weiner 
   (B) Charley’s wife, Louisa 
   (C) The reader 
   (D) Nobody in particular, it is a figure of speech. 
  Q.47. Choose the option that best describes the society represented in the above extract. 
   (A) Satisfied, non-violent  (B) Relaxed, emotional 
   (C) Conventional, upper class  (D) Calm, antique 
  Q.48. What kind of a description is given by the writer in this paragraph? 
   (A) Traditional  (B) Vivid picturesque 
   (C) Grotesque  (D) Emotional 
  Q.49. “the women waving palm-leaf fans, with the fire-flies all around” is NOT an example of : 
   (i) Imagery  (ii) Allusion 
   (iii) Alliteration  (iv) Anachronism 
   (A) Options (i) and (ii)  (B) Options (i) and (iii) 
   (C) Options (ii) and (iii)  (D) Options (ii) and (iv) 
  Q.50. Why was Charley fascinated by Galesburg?
    (A) It had beautiful landscape. 
    (B) It had exotic beaches.
    (C) That was his escape from the troublesome world.
    (D) His old friends had settled there.

  IX. Attempt the following.
Q.51. ‘So blot their maps with slums as big as doom’.
 What does the poet show through this expression?
 (A) Obstacles on the path of progression.
 (B) Study of the minor areas located on the map.
 (C) Big maps show perfect images.
 (D) Poet’s protest against social injustice and inequalities.

 Q.52. Which of the following lines from the poem, ‘My Mother at Sixty Six’, direct towards human’s dual 
coping mechanism of denial and escape?

 (A) but soon (B) doze, open mouthed, her face
   put that thought away  ashen like that
     of a corpse
 (C) Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling (D) … but after the airport’s
   out of their homes  security check, standing a few yards
     away, I looked again at her
Q.53. The imprisoned minds and lives of the slum children can be released from their _____________ if 

they are made familiar with the outer world.
 (A) depression (B) oppression
 (C) suppression (D) extraction
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Q.54. ‘She still has bangles on her wrist, but no light in her eyes.’ This indicates that: 
 (A) though she is married, she has no fascination. 
 (B) though she is a married woman, she doesn’t dress up like one. 
 (C) though she is married, her eyes are bereft of happiness. 
 (D) she is a married woman who has lost her eyesight.
Q.55. The wars have no survivors. Why?
 (A) Wars are fought for personal gains.
 (B) Wars are fought with latest weapons.
 (C) During the wars, loss of life is experienced by both winning as well as losing side.
 (D) Wars are fought on land, air and water.
Q.56.   Cause of the war: social, political and religious problems.
  Solution to the problem: self-introspection
 Conclusion: ______________
 (A) keeping quiet (B) united people
 (C) making an appeal (D) pleading to be one
Q.57. What questions arise due to the complication of the situation in the poem, ‘My Mother at Sixty Six’?
 (A) How to engage oneself in old age?
 (B) How to take care of one’s problems?
 (C) How to drive fast?
 (D) How to strike a balance between duties and responsibilities?

 Q.58. ‘Deep Water’ is an autobiographical account of the author’s ________________ at the swimming 
pool.

 (A) childhood achievement (B) childhood misfortune
 (C) miraculous victory (D) lifetime achievement

 Q.59. Sadao felt that he got his reward as a doctor when ______________________________________.
 (A) the prisoner could escape (B) he got recognition from the government
 (C) his servants returned back to his place (D) his wife appreciated him
Q.60. Sadao changed his mind when the assassins did not come. So he decided _______________________.
 (A) to kill the prisoner himself
 (B) to help him escape
 (C) to hand him over to the police
 (D) to send him to India

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

  I. Read the passage given below:
 (1) All of Earth’s oceans share one thing in common “plastic pollution”. When people litter, or when 
the trash is not properly disposed off, things like plastic bags, bottles, straws, foam and beverage cups get 
carried to the sea by winds and waterways. About 80 per cent of ocean plastic originates on land. The rest 
comes from marine industries such as shipping and fishing.
 (2) In 2015, engineer Jenna Jambeck at the University of Georgia and other researchers calculated 
that at least 8 million tons of plastic trash are swept into the ocean from coasts every year. That’s the 
equivalent of a full garbage truck of plastic being dumped into the sea every minute. If current trends in 
plastic production and disposal continue, that figure will double by 2025. A report published by the World 
Economic Forum last year predicts that by 2050, ocean plastic will outweigh all the fish in the sea.
 (3) In today’s world, plastic is everywhere. It’s found in shoes, clothing, household items, electronics 
and more. There are different types of plastics, but one thing they all have in common is that they’re 
made of polymers-large molecules made up of repeating units. Their chemical structure gives them a lot 
of advantages: they’re cheap and easy to manufacture, lightweight, water-resistant, durable and can be 
moulded into nearly any shape.
 (4) Sea turtles eat plastic bags and soda-can rings, which resemble jellyfish, their favourite food. 
Seabirds eat bottle caps or chunks of foam cups. Plastic pieces may make an animal feel full,  so it doesn’t eat 
enough real food to get the nutrients it needs. Plastic can also block an animal’s digestive system, making it 
unable to eat.
 (5) Plastic and its associated pollutants can even make it into our own food supply. Scientists recently 
examined fish and shellfish bought at markets in California and Indonesia. They found plastic in the guts 

4
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of more than a quarter of samples purchased at both locations; in organisms that people eat whole, such as 
sardines and oysters, that means we’re eating plastic too. In larger fishes, chemicals from plastic may seep 
into their muscles and other tissues that people consume.
 (6) One way to keep the ocean cleaner and healthier is through clean-up efforts. A lot of plastic waste 
caught in ocean currents eventually washes up on beaches. Removing it prevents it from blowing out to sea 
again. Beach clean-up is ocean clean-up.
 (7) Clean-up efforts can’t reach every corner of the ‘ocean or track down every bit of micro-plastic’. 
This means it’s critical to cut down on the amount of plastic that reaches the sea in the first place. Scientists 
are working towards new materials that are safer for the environment. For example, Jambeck and her 
colleagues are currently testing a new polymer that breaks down more easily in seawater.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. Percentage of ocean plastic that originates from land is __________. 
 (A)  20% (B) 50%
 (C)  80% (D) 25%
Q.2. Plastic is not biodegradable because it is made up of ________________________.
 (A)  low atomic particles (B) tiny particles
 (C)  strong big particles (D) large molecule polymers
Q.3. Scientists bought fish and shellfish for examination at markets in:
 (A)  China and Russia (B) Pakistan and Afghanistan
 (C)  California and Indonesia (D) Australia and Brazil
Q.4. Which properties make plastic great for consumer goods?
 (A)  Biodegradability (B) Durability
 (C)  The dyes and flame retardants (D) Ability of chemical absorption
Q.5. Which articles made of plastic generally cause pollution in the sea?
 (A)  Discarded plastic bags (B) Beverage cups
 (C)  Soda can-rings (D) All of these
Q.6. Which feature does all kinds of plastic have?
 (A)  Easy to manufacture and easy to dispose. 
 (B)  Water resistant.
 (C)  Difficult to mould into any shape.
 (D)  Non-durability.
Q.7. What is the biggest impact of plastic pollution on sea life?
 (A)  Plastic eating makes them feel full. (B) Plastic blocks the animal’s digestive system.
 (C)  Plastic cuts sea animal’s skin. (D) All of these
Q.8. How are larger fish affected by plastic?
 (A)  They can get entangled in plastic netting.
 (B)  Plastic may lead them to starvation.
 (C)  Plastic is found in their guts.
 (D)  Plastic may go into their muscles and other tissues
Q.9. What is the ultimate way to clean up an ocean?
 (A)  The beach clean-up. (B) Ban of plastic items.
 (C)  Prohibition of seabirds. (D) No food supply in surrounding area.
Q.10.  In which year did Jenna Jambeck and other researchers calculate that at least 8 million tons of plastic 

trash is swept into the ocean every year?
 (A) 2018 (B) 2015
 (C) 2005 (D) 2010
II. Read the passage given below: 

(1) A survey was conducted on student preferences with respect to the most popular means of 
communication among them. Surprisingly, the students didn’t seem much interested in traditional means 
of communication. Only 7% were interested in writing letters to their friends or kins as compared to those 
who preferred e-mails.
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Fax, 10%

Telephone, 27%

Text Message, 23%

E-mail, 17%

Instant
Messenger,

16%

Letter,
7%

(2) However, the chief competition is between users of Instant Messenger and those of telephone 
lines. The users of fax line as a medium of communication are only marginal. There are supporters of text 
messaging also. Overall, the survey had a mixed response from the students.

(3) The students have indicated that out of the choices given in the survey questionnaire, they have 
the most preferred option. But, most of the students are of the view that video calling needs to be mentioned 
in the questionnaire as it is the most effective and most popular means of communication. Further, voice 
messages are the second most preferred means of communication.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. Which means of communication is liked by more than one-fourth of the students?
 (A) Telephone (B) Text message
 (C) E-mail (D) Fax
Q.12. Which means of communication is liked by exactly one-tenth of the students?
 (A) Letter (B) Fax
 (C) E-mail (D) Telephone
Q.13.  How much of the students prefer either of telephones or text messages as medium of communication?

 (A) Option 1  (B) Option 2 

 (C) Option 3  (D) Option 4 

Q.14. What is the overall response of the students to the survey?
 (A) Biased (B) Unbiased
 (C) Mixed (D) None of these
Q.15. What is the correct order of the medium of communication in decreasing order of preference?
 (A) Voice message, Text message, Instant Messenger, Fax
 (B) Text message, Instant Messenger, Voice message, Fax
 (C) Instant Messenger, Fax, Voice message, Text message
 (D) Text message, Instant Messenger, Fax, Voice message
Q.16. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means the same as ‘study’ (used in Para 1).
 (A) Survey (B) Popular
 (C) Communication (D) Kins
Q.17. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means opposite to ‘gradual’ (used in Para 2).
 (A) Chief (B) Instant
 (C) Marginal (D) Mixed
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Q.18. Which means of communication totals to the combined usage of fax and letters?
  (A) Telephone  (B) Text message
  (C) E-mail  (D) Instant Messenger

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given, with reference to the context below.
Q.19 An advertisement is a ____________ of words.
 (A) fun (B) sports
 (C) flow (D) play

 Q.20. In an advertisement, name and address of the company are ____________ details.
 (A) essential (B) optional
 (C) minor (D) useless
Q.21. Which of the following is NOT a part of the Notice issued for ‘Found’ object?
 (A) Contact person’s details (B) Name of the object ‘Found’
 (C) Place of the object ‘Found’ (D) Identification mark of the object ‘Found’
Q.22. Which of the following is not a type of Classified Advertisement?
 (A) Lost & Found (B) Tours & Travels
  (C) Event like Annual Function (D) Missing
Q.23. What is the ideal word limit for a Notice?
  (A) 25 (B) 50
  (C) 75 (D) 100
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
 You are Shubha/Krushna Mohanty, residing in Subhadra Apartments, Bhubaneswar, Orissa. You 
have observed, with increasing concern that garbage collection continues to be done without segregation 
in your neighbourhood. Complete the letter to the editor of The Real Times, Bhubaneswar, in about 120 - 
150 words, explaining your concern along with the rationale behind the importance of garbage segregation. 
Suggest the ways in which the R.W.As can participate in this program.

 (24) ___________________
 (25) ___________________
 (26) ___________________
 (27) ___________________
 Sir
 Through the column of your esteemed daily, I would like to express my concern over non-segregation 

of waste. 
 Waste segregation is the separation of wet waste and dry waste. The generation of waste is unavoidable 

and the materials carried in this waste impacts human and environmental health. This segregation 
is all the more important as dry waste can be recycled and wet waste can be composted.  When we 
segregate waste, there is reduction of waste that reaches landfills and occupies space. Air and water 
pollution rates are considerably reduced. The segregated waste makes it easier to apply different 
processes of Composting, Recycling and Incineration. 
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 The RWA scan play a pivotal role in encouraging the households through a few minor changes. They 

need to (28) ___________________ to have two garbage disposal bins at home, one for dry waste and 
one for wet waste. Items like aluminium foils, tetra packs, glass, paper, plastics, metals, etc., fall under 
the dry waste category, whereas kitchen waste such as stale food, fruits and vegetables come under 
wet waste. 

 This can be done using door-to-door meetings with residents and by distributing information, 
education and communication material, organizing orientation programs on solid-waste management 
and training waste collectors on the segregation and composting of garbage. RWAs can regularly 
impart awareness to domestic helpers and residents in order to emphasize segregation and waste 
reduction at the source, so that a minimum amount of waste goes to the landfill. 

 To conclude, segregation of waste is an important matter and must be adhered to at all levels. I hope 
that this letter of mine (29) ________________ to bring a revolutionary change in the society. 

 Thank you.
 (30) ________________
Q.24. (A) Subhadra Apartments (B) To, 
  Bhuvaneshwar  Subhadra Apartments
  Orissa.  Bhuvaneshwar
    Orissa.
 (C) The Editor (D) To, 
  The Real Times  The Editor
  Bhuvaneshwar.  The Real Times
    Bhuvaneshwar.
Q.25. (A) 11 October, 20xx (B) 11 October 20xx
 (C) October 1120xx (D) October 20xx
Q.26. (A) Subhadra Apartments (B) To, 
  Bhuvaneshwar  Subhadra Apartments
  Orissa.  Bhuvaneshwar
    Orissa.
 (C) The Editor (D) To, 
  The Real Times  The Editor
  Bhuvaneshwar.  The Real Times
    Bhuvaneshwar.
Q.27. (A) Subject: Garbage collection continues to be done without segregation in my neighbourhood
 (B) Subject: Concern along with the rationale behind the importance of garbage segregation
 (C) Subject: Concern
 (D) Subject: Concern over non-segregation of waste
Q.28. (A) sensitize the households (B) sanitize the households
 (C) sane the households (D) None of these
Q.29. (A) will help in sensitizing RWAs to take adequate efforts at association level
 (B) will make you think to help in sensitizing RWAs to take adequate efforts at association level
 (C) will make you to sensitize and take adequate efforts at association level
 (D) will draw your attention to take adequate efforts at association level
Q.30. ________________
 Shubha Mohanty
 (A) Your Sincerely (B) Yours sincerely
 (C) yours sincerely (D) your sincerely

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  My breath was gone. I was frightened. Father laughed, but there was terror in my heart at the 

overpowering force of the waves. My introduction to the Y.M.C.A. swimming pool revived unpleasant 
memories and stirred childish fears. But in a little while I gathered confidence. I paddled with my new 
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water wings, watching the other boys and trying to learn by aping them. I did this two or three times 
on different days and was just beginning to feel at ease in the water when the misadventure happened.

  Q.31. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below.
   Statement 1: The author’s father laughed to mock his son’s inability to swim.
   Statement 2: The author wanted to swim just to prove to his father that he can swim.
   (A) Statement 1 is true but Statement 2 is false.
   (B) Statement 1 is false but Statement 2 is true.
   (C) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 cannot be inferred.
   (D) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 can be inferred.
  Q.32. “My introduction to the Y.M.C.A. swimming pool revived unpleasant memories and stirred 

childish fears.” It can be inferred that this was a clear case of __________.
   (A) suppression (B) oppression
   (C) depression (D) repression
  Q.33. The misadventure that took place right after the author felt comfortable was that:
   (A) the author slipped and fell into the swimming pool.
   (B) a bully tossed him into the pool for the sake of fun.
   (C) his coach forgot to teach him how to handle deep water.
   (D) his father couldn’t help him from drowning into the water.
  Q.34. Choose the option that describes the equipment used by the author while learning to swim.

   1.  2. 

   3.  4. 

   (A) Option 1 (B) Option 2
   (C) Option 3 (D) Option 4
  Q.35. What does the word 'revived' means?
   (A) Given fresh life (B) Restored to consciousness
   (C) Resuscitated (D) All of the above
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  But at this moment the door opened and she looked out, a dark–blue woollen haori over her kimono. 

She came to him affectionately and put her arm through his as he stood, smiled and said nothing. 
  Q.36. Who is ‘she‘ in the above lines?
   (A) Louisa  (B) Bana
   (C) Hana (D) None of these
  Q.37. What is a ‘kimono’? 
   (A) Loose, knee length Japanese garment (B) Coat like garment   

(C) Japanese robe with wide sleeves (D) Japanese shirt
  Q.38. Where were the two standing?
   (A) On the roof (B) In the verandah
   (C) At the clinic (D) In the hotel room
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  Q.39. Where had they first met?
   (A) Dr. Sadao’s clinic (B) Army mess 
   (C) Departmental store (D) Professor Harley’s home
  Q.40. What is the relationship between 'him' and 'her'?
   (A) Husband & wife (B) Brother & sister
   (C) Father & daughter (D) Son & mother

  VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Unless, governor, inspector, visitor,
  This map becomes their window and these windows
  That shut upon their lives like catacombs,
  Break O break open till they break the town
  And show the children to green fields, and make their world
  Run azure on gold sands, and let their tongues
  Run naked into books the white and green leaves open
  History theirs whose language is the sun.
  Q.41. What is the tone of this stanza?
   (A) Sombre and hopeless (B) Intensely frustrated
   (C) Vehemently appealing (D) Enthusiastic and exciting
  Q.42. What is the demand of the poet through this stanza? 
  (A) The poet appeals “government, inspector and the visitor” to gather the political will to 

convert the map of theoretical knowledge to the window of lived reality for the children.
  (B) It is an appeal, a challenge and a duty to make the living conditions and the surroundings of 

the slum area as beautiful as those shown in the maps.
  (C) The poet asks the authorities to help the children learn from nature and nurture their 

childhood. 
  (D) All of the above 
  Q.43. The need for change in their material conditions through economic upliftment is symbolized by 

________________.   
   (A) catacombs (B) the gold sand
   (C) history  (D) run azure 
  Q.44. What picturesque view does the poet create through the line, “Run azure on gold sands”?
   (A) Comfort from above and below  (B) Roof on the head and bed underneath 
   (C) The blue sky and the open space (D) Cool and cozy surroundings
  Q.45. "Run azure on gold sands, and let their tongues
   Run naked into books the white and green leaves open"
   Which of the following poetic devices can you spot in these lines?
   (A) Personification & Imagery (B) Simile & Metaphor
   (C) Anaphora & Imagery (D) Hyperbole & Transferred Epithet

  VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  The man moaned with pain in his stupor but he did not awaken.
  “The best thing that we could do would be to put him back in the sea,” Sadao said, answering himself. 

Now that the bleeding has stopped for the moment, he stood up and dusted the sand from his hands.
  “Yes, undoubtedly that would be best,” Hana said steadily. But she continued to stare down at the 

motionless man.
  “If we sheltered a white man in our house we should be arrested and if we turned him over as a 

prisoner, he would certainly die,” Sadao said.
  “The kindest thing would be to put him back into the sea,” Hana said. But neither of them moved. They 

were staring with curious repulsion upon the inert figure. 
  Q.46. In which of the following options can the underlined words NOT be replaced with ‘stupor’?
    (A) She hung up the phone feeling as though she had woken up from a slumber.
    (B) The manager complained about the employee’s sluggishness.
    (C) He seemed to be in a trance when the doctor called upon him last week.   

 (D) Seeing him in a daze, the lawyer decided not to place him in the witness box.
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   Q.47. Pick the option that best describes Sadao and Hana in the passage.
    (A) Sadao: scrupulous   Hana: waryh
    (B) Sadao: daring   Hana: prudent
    (C) Sadao: prudent   Hana: suspicious
    (D) Sadao: wary   Hana: daring
  Q.48. Pick the idiom that best describes the situation in which Sadao and Hana were in.
    (A) To be like a fish out of water (B) Like water off a duck’s back
    (C) To be dead in the water (D) To be in hot water
  Q.49. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below.
   Statement 1: Sadao and Hana cared about the soldier but were worried about the consequences 

of being considerate.
   Statement 2: Sadao and Hana wanted to shirk their responsibilities of looking after an injured 

soldier, who could be an American.
   (A) Statement 1 is true but Statement 2 is false.
   (B) Statement 1 is false but Statement 2 is true.
   (C) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are true.
   (D) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are false.
  Q.50. ‘Why are we different from other Japanese?’ 
   Who asked this?
   (A) Yumi (B) The General
   (C) Sadao (D) Hana
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. Which of the following pictures clearly bring out the theme of the lesson, ‘The Lost Spring’?

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

 (A) Picture (i) and (ii) (B) Picture (ii) and (iii)
 (C) Picture (ii), (iii) and (iv) (D) All of the above

 Q.52. ‘There was usually great bustle and noise when school began.’ Which of the following describes 
the normal school activity most accurately? 

 (A) Shock and awe  (B) Commotion and chaos 
 (C) Confusion and distress  (D) Curiosity and uncertainty
Q.53. The essence of the poem ‘Keeping Quiet’ is based on ____________.
 (A) introspection (B) inspection
 (C) searching (D) looking around
Q.54. Why are the children in ‘The Lost Spring’ compelled to live a life of abuse?
 (A) Bonded labour (B) Oppressive insufficiency and customs
 (C) Lack of education (D) Hunger and deprivation

 Q.55. Merry children in the poem are depicted to:
 (A) show energy and excitement of young children.
 (B) show that the children are playing cheerfully.
 (C) show that the children play pranks.
 (D) compare with the poet herself.
Q.56. The natural world can act as both, life threat as well as life survivor. How can you prove this with 

example from Douglas’ life?
 (A) Yakima river vs YMCA pool (B) California beach vs Lake Wentworth
 (C) Yakima river vs Lake Wentworth (D) California beach vs YMCA pool



49Sample Question Papers

 Q.57. Which of the following statements justify the central idea of the story, ‘The Last Lesson’?
 (A) Each one, teach one.
 (B) An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.
 (C) Educating children is the responsibility of society.
 (D) Children must be taught how to think, not what to think.
Q.58. Which figure of speech is indicated in “see you soon, Amma”?
 (A) Hyperbole (B) Irony
 (C) Synecdoche (D) Transferred epithet
Q.59. Why did the narrator’s mind create ‘The Third Level’?
 (A) As he wished to visit Galesburg. 
 (B) As his friends had gone there and he wanted to meet them.
 (C) As he was an architect.
 (D) As he was under stress and was experiencing anxiety.

 Q.60. What do you understand by the phrase, ‘Waking dream wish fulfilment’?
 (A) An amusing wish that makes one remember the past.
 (B) An amusing wish that takes one to the future.
 (C) An amusing wish which inspires to work.
 (D) An amusing wish that makes one forget the present.

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I. Read the passage given below:  
(1) The sage of science, Einstein, was sitting in a depressive and pensive mood one evening. His eyes 

were brimming with tears. The pain was evident on his face. He peeped out of the window of his room. 
The sun had set a few minutes back. The sky was filled with a reddish glow. At this sunset, he felt that it was 
humanity that had sunk into devilish darkness and the reddish glow in the sky was the blood of humanity 
spilling all over the sky from earth. With tired steps, he walked back to his chair and settled down. It was the 
9th of August 1945. Three days back, he had felt the same agony as if someone had tom him apart. He was 
deeply hurt and depressed when he heard on the radio that America had dropped an atom bomb on the 
Japanese city, Hiroshima. Today, within three days another bomb was dropped on another city, Nagasaki 
and lakhs of people had been killed.

(2) He had heard that the blast released so much energy that it had paled all past destructions in 
comparison and death had played out a pitiable dance of destruction. The flames that broke out of the 
bomb were burning, melting and exploding buildings. Scared of the heat of the bomb, people had jumped 
into lakes and rivers, but the water was boiling and the people too were burnt and killed. The animals in 
the water were already boiled to death. Animals, trees, herbs, fragrant flowering plants were all turned 
into ashes. The atomic energy destruction had just not stopped there. It had entered the atmosphere there 
and had spread radiation that would affect people for generations to come and would also bring about 
destructive irreversible biological change in animals and plants.

(3) As the news of the atomic attack reached Einstein, and he became aware of the glaring horror of 
the abuse of atomic energy, his distress and restlessness knew no bounds. He could not control himself and 

5
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picked up his violin to turn his mind on to other things. While playing the violin, he tried to dissolve his 
distress in its sad notes, but couldn’t. He was burning on the embers of destruction; his heart was filled with 
an ocean of agony and tears just continued streaming uncontrollably out of his eyes. Night had fallen. His 
daughter came up and asked him to eat something as he had not taken anything for the last four days. His 
voice was restrained and he said, “I don’t feel like eating.”

(4) He could not sleep that night. Lying down, he was thinking how he had drawn the attention of 
the then American President Roosevelt towards the destructive powers of an atomic bomb. He had thought 
that this would be used to scare Hitler and put an end to the barbarism that Hitler was up to. However, 
Roosevelt kept him in the dark and made false promises. Eventually, he had abused Einstein’s equation 
of E = mc2 that resulted in the destructive experiments. His actions had made science and scientists as 
murderers. Einstein kept on thinking for a long time. Eventually, he slipped into sleep. When he woke up 
at dawn, there was a new dawn in him too. The atomic threat had transformed his heart.

(5) The next day, he decided to disassociate himself from the scientific policy of the government and 
all governmental institutions. He decided to open educational institutions for children, adolescents and 
youth—institutions where along with science, spirituality will be compulsorily taught.

(6) To inaugurate this institution, he had invited two great philosophers, Bertrand Russell and Albert 
Schweitzer. Ten other great scientists who had own Nobel Prizes in different fields were also invited. They 
all saw a different Einstein, not a great scientist but a sage in him. The institution was opened by garlanding 
a photo of Mahatma Gandhi. While garlanding the Mahatma, he became emotional and said with a lump 
in his throat, “I bow down to the great man who fought for the independence of his country through non-
violence. He could do so because he was a truthful man and true spiritualist.”

(7) Those who teach science should be taught, spirituality too. Without harmony between science 
and spirituality, the destruction would continue unabated. A few years after this institution was built, a 
Japanese delegation came to meet him. Einstein broke down in the meeting and said. “You can give me any 
punishment and I will accept it. Anyway, I have decided to lead my life in penitence.” The Japanese were 
moved by this sincerity and forgot their grief.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. Which musical instrument did Einstein play when he was in grief?
 (A) Harmonium (B) Guitar
 (C) Violin (D) Flute
Q.2. Einstein came to know that America had dropped an atom bomb on the Japanese city, Hiroshima 

through __________________.
 (A) television  (B) newspaper
 (C) radio  (D)  a telephonic message
Q.3. Einstein said to the Japanese delegation,
 (A) ‘You can give me any punishment and I will accept it.’
 (B) ‘I am not at fault.’
 (C) ‘What could I do?’
 (D) ‘The President didn’t agree to my advice.’
Q.4. What did Einstein do to show his displeasure over the atomic attack?
 (A) He decided to open a science laboratory.
 (B) He decided to establish an Educational Institution.
 (C) He disassociated himself from governmental institutions.
 (D) He invited two great philosophers.
Q.5. The depressive mood of Einstein was compared to:
 (A) Sunrise (B) Sunset
 (C) Devilish darkness (D) Tired steps
Q.6. What made Einstein more restless and sleepless?
 (A) When America was hit by atomic bomb.
 (B) When Nagasaki was hit by atom bomb.
 (C) When atom bomb was dropped on Hiroshima by America.
 (D) Both (B) and (C)
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Q.7. Pick out the event after which Einstein could not control himself and tried to play instrument to 

divert his mind.
 (A) After getting the news of atomic attack (B) By inventing sad notes
 (C) Over barbarism of Hitler (D) When he was pained by false promises
Q.8. Which event in 1945, according to Einstein, turned science and scientists into murderers?
 (A) The wrong use of Einstein’s equation
 (B) False promises of Roosevelt
 (C) The dropping of atom bombs on the two Japanese cities
 (D) None of these
Q.9. Einstein invited which philosopher to inaugurate the new institution?
 (A) Bertrand Russell (B) Albert Schweitzer
 (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
Q.10. Besides two great philosophers, how many other scientists were invited by Einstein to inaugurate the 

institution where spirituality would be compulsorily taught?
  (A) Five  (B) Ten
  (C) Eight  (D) Fifteen

 II. Read the passage given below: 
(1) Human life changes constantly over time. Mobile phones were previously seen only among few 

high-class people and were considered as something lavish. Then slowly, even the average or the common 
men on the street, like a cobbler or vegetable vendor, could be seen having a cell-phone. In the world today, 
even young kids and school going children are found busily chatting away on their mobile phones. Now 
kids as young as seven and eight too have started owning a mobile phone. Welcome to the new age world!

(2) Studies recommend that mobile phones should only be given to children above sixteen years of 
age. Children below the age of sixteen should not be given mobile phones since their brain is too sensitive 
to withstand the effects of mobile radiation. Since the tissues in the brain and body are still developing, 
these radiations can cause cell damage. Due to the absorption of radiation, children can have severe health 
issues. Although, adults also get affected by these radiations, it will be more severe in children because of 
increased absorption of these radiation levels. Experts also believe there is a link between childhood cancer 
and mobile phone usage among children.

(3) A survey was conducted to get the views of the parents and teachers as to whether the children 
below sixteen years of age should be given mobiles or not. The responses received were formulated into a 
pie diagram as under:

Whether students should be given mobiles or not
Yes, no

restrictions, 7%

No, Never, 43%

Yes, but only in
emergency, 20%

Yes, but not
during class
hours, 30%

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. What is the minimum age prescribed by the studies to give mobile phones to children?
 (A) Ten (B) Twelve
 (C) Fourteen (D) Sixteen
Q.12. Which of these diseases is linked to mobile phone usage?
 (A) Childhood obesity (B)  Childhood retardation
 (C) Childhood cancer (D) All of these
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Q.13.  What percentage of parents and teachers are against giving mobile phones to students in any 

situation?
 (A) 7% (B) 20%
 (C) 30% (D) 43%
Q.14. Which of these categories is represented by this pictorial representation?

 (A) Yes, no restrictions (B) Yes, but not during class hours
 (C) Yes, but only in emergency (D) No, never
Q.15. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means the same as ‘extravagant’ (used in Para 1).
 (A) High-class (B) Lavish
 (C) Vendor (D) Busily
Q.16. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means opposite to ‘contracting’ (Para 2).
 (A) Recommending (B) Developing
 (C) Absorbing (D) Linking
Q.17. The word ‘conducted’ used in Para 3 here means:
 (A) Steered (B) Sold
 (C) Planned (D) Finalised 
Q.18. Now-a-days, who are found busily chatting on their mobile phones?
  (A) Vegetable vendors  (B) Cobblers
  (C) Executives  (D) Kids

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
Q.19. Which of the given advertisements is written by an employer? 
 (A) Educational  (B) Situation Wanted 
 (C) Situation Vacant  (D) To-let

 Q.20. Classified advertisements are always written __________________________.
 (A) inside a box  (B) with jargons 
 (C) along with promotional pictures  (D) by an employer 

 Q.21. Where is the designation of the issuing authority written in a Notice?
 (A) On the top right hand side corner of the Notice.
 (B) On the bottom right hand side corner of the Notice.
 (C) Just below the signature of the issuing authority
 (D) Just above the signature of the issuing authority 
Q. 22. What is written on top of a Classified Advertisement?
  (A) Date (B) Subject
 (C) Name of Institution (D) Heading
Q.23. Notice is a type of ______________.
  (A) letter (B) report
 (C) article (D) None of these
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
Q.24. An Article is a ___________________ piece of writing.
 (A) informal and long (B) formal and informational
 (C) long and winding (D) informational and main 
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 Q.25. Heading of an Article should be:
 (A) catchy and appealing. (B) long and descriptive.
 (C) capital and bold. (D) detailed and sparkling
Q.26. Byline of an Article contains:
 (A) theme of the Article. (B) central idea of the Article.
 (C) extra piece of information. (D) name of the writer of the Article.

 Q.27. Which of the following is the characteristic of Article Writing?
 (A) Passive voice (B) Emotive language
 (C) Rhetorical questions (D) All of these 

 Q.28. What should be done to make your Article look synchronised?
 (A) Stick to your opinion and go on repeating it.
 (B) Present strong arguments for your ideas supporting them with evidence or elaboration.
 (C) Introduce a new point at the beginning of each paragraph to strengthen your ideas.
 (D) Both (B) and (C) 
Q.29. Why should the first and last paragraph be in synchronization with each other?
 (A) To confuse the readers.
 (B) To form connection with the topic before concluding. 
 (C) To make the Article look impressive and leave a lasting impression.
 (D) They should never be in synchronization with each other. 
Q.30. Which of the following should NOT be used to end the Article?
 (A) Conclusion (B) Food for thought
 (C) Thank you note (D) Summing up the ideas discussed

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  The yellowish light was going out. Then all efforts ceased. I relaxed. Even my legs felt limp and a 
blackness swept over my brain. It wiped out fear; it wiped out terror. There was no more panic. It was 
quiet and peaceful. Nothing to be afraid of. This is nice... to be drowsy... to go to sleep... no need to 
jump... too tired to jump... it’s nice to be carried gently... to float along in space.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

  Q.31. Which of the following images depicts the state of the author as mentioned in the above para?
   (A) Image 1 (B) Image 2
   (C) Image 3 (D) Image 4
  Q.32. Why did the author cease all the efforts? 
  (A) He was feeling exhausted. (B) He was feeling sleepy.
  (C) He was feeling unhappy. (D) He was feeling drowsy.
  Q.33. Why did ‘I’ feel quiet and peaceful? 
   (A) He was confident of being saved. 
   (B) He felt that his end was near and he was passing out. 
   (C) He had started rising in water as the water level started decreasing.
   (D) He was swimming miraculously.
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  Q.34. What is the purpose of using “…” in the above passage?
   (A) To replace an idea. (B) To show omission. 
   (C) To indicate pauses.  (D) To shorten a dialogue. 
  Q.35. According to Douglas, death was:
   (A) Frightening (B) Merciless
   (C) Brutal (D) Peaceful
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  The presidents of the New York Central and the New York, New Haven and Hartford railroads will 

swear on a stack of timetables that there are only two. However, I say there are three, because I’ve been 
on the third level of the Grand Central Station.

  Q.36. Who is ‘I’ in the above lines?
   (A) Jack (B) Galesburg
   (C) Sam (D) Charley
  Q.37. What will the presidents of railway stations swear?
   (A) There is only one level. (B) There are only two levels.
   (C) There are only three levels. (D) There is sometimes a third level.
  Q.38. Why did ‘I’ contradict them?
   (A) He feels that there are two levels. (B) He feels that there are three levels.
   (C) He has never seen the third level. (D) None of these
  Q.39. Pick up the word which has the similar meaning as ‘a pile of objects’.
   (A) Swear (B) Stack
   (C) However (D) Been
  Q.40. “The fast growing Grand Central station at times seems to be a maze to Charley.”
   This line points to which incident in the story?
   (A) Charley lost  his way at Grand Central. 
   (B) Charley's plan for a journey not realised.
   (C) Charley reached the Third Level. 
   (D) Charley came back after travelling in time.

  VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces.
  Like rootless weeds, the hair torn around their pallor:
  The tall girl with her weighed-down head. The paper-
  seeming boy, with rat’s eyes. The stunted, unlucky heir
  of twisted bones, reciting a father’s gnarled disease,
  his lesson, from the desk. At back of the dim class
  one unnoted, sweet and young.   
  Q.41. The phrase ‘weighed-down head’ DOES NOT refer to being:
   (A) burdened by poverty. (B) ashamed at her plight.
   (C) distressed due to difficulties. (D) dizzy with a headache.
  Q.42. Pick the option that matches the words / phrases with the literary device.
    Word/ phrase  Literary device
   1. Like rootless weeds A. Metaphor
   2. Paper-seeming boy B. Pun
   3. Reciting C. Synecdoche
     D. Simile
   (A) 1-A, 2-D, 3-C (B) 1-D, 2-B, 3-A
   (C) 1-D, 2-A, 3-B (D) 1-B, 2-A, 3-C
  Q.43. Pick the option that enumerates the tone of the poet in this extract.
   1. Apprehensive 2. Compassionate
   3. Resentful 4. Thoughtful
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   5. Disillusioned 6. Woeful
   (A) 2, 4 and 6 (B) 1, 4 and 5
   (C) 3, 5 and 6 (D) 1, 3 and 6
  Q.44. The ‘gusty waves’, most likely, indicate:
   (A) survival and struggle. (B) verve and brightness.
   (C) drudgery and dullness. (D) animation and alertness.
  Q.45. The literal meaning of ‘reciting’ refers to delivering the lesson aloud. What does its figurative 

meaning refer to?
   (A) Showing extra interest in the lesson. (B) Carrying his father’s disease.
   (C) Resigning to his disease and condition. (D) Voicing the poor conditions, he lives in.

  VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  He had hesitated a good deal about giving the man a flashlight. But he had decided to give it to him 

after all. It was a small one, his own, which he used at night when he was called. “If your food runs 
out before you catch a boat,” he said, “signal me two flashes at the same instant the sun drops over the 
horizon. Do not signal in darkness, for it will be seen. If you are all right but still there, signal me once. 
You will find fresh fish easy to catch but you must eat them raw. A fire would be seen.”  

  Q.46. For how many times the prisoner was asked to flash light if food ran short?
    (A)  Once (B) Twice
    (C) Thrice (D) Not at all
  Q.47.  Which boat the prisoner of was asked to escape by?
    (A)  A Japanese Boat (B) An American Boat
    (C)  A Russian Boat (D) A Korean Boat
  Q.48. Sadao made the prisoner dress  up in:
   (A) Korean clothes 
   (B) Chinese clothes
   (C) Japanese clothes
   (D) Indian clothes
  Q.49. Sadao advised the prisoner to eat only:
   (A)  raw fish (B)  cooked food
   (C)  ripe fruits (D)  raw vegetables
  Q.50. Why did Dr. Sadao initially hesitant handing over his torch to the prisoner?
   (A) The torch was a gift given to him by one of his patients.
    (B) The torch was old and he feared that it might break down.
   (C) The torch Dr. Sadao possessed was his own and he used it whenever he was called at night 

 by his patients.  
   (D) Sadao felt that the prisoner might use the torch in the dark leading to his arrest.
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. M. Hamel taught his pupils that even without arms, they have the power to challenge their 
subjugation.

 Choose the correct option that corresponds with M. Hamel’s views.

(i)
    

(ii) (iii) (iv)

 (A) Option (i) (B) Option (ii)
 (C) Option (iii) (D) Option (iv)
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 Q.52. What does the narrative single sentence style of the poem, ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’, highlight?

 (A) Poet’s state of mind (B) Poet’s self-doubts
 (C) Poet’s point of view (D) Poet’s intertwining thoughts

 Q.53. “Unless, governor, inspector, visitor”, is an example of ____________. 
 (A) climax (B) anti-climax
 (C) reference (D) people
Q.54. How does Mukesh challenge his destiny?
 (A) By dreaming of becoming a motor mechanic.
 (B) By working in a motor garage which is quite far from his place.
 (C) By engaging in the work of bangle making which was his family business.
 (D) Both (A) & (B)
Q.55. The name ‘Franz’ means:
 (A) From France (B) Always free
 (C) Fun loving (D) Friendly

 Q.56. ‘Keeping Quiet’ is not an activist’s call to action but a ____________ call to introspection.
 (A) politician’s (B) conjurer’s
 (C) philosopher’s (D) socialist’s

 Q.57. Which of the following images show ‘catacombs’?
 (i)              (ii)  

 (iii)            (iv) 

 (A) Option i  (B) Option ii
 (C) Option iii (D) Option iv
Q.58. Choose the correct option that corresponds with the description of the poet’s mother.

Option (i) Option (ii) Option (iii) Option (iv)

 (A) Option (i) (B) Option (ii)
 (C) Option (iii) (D) Option (iv)
Q.59. When Yumi refused to offer help, Hana informed her _______________________________________.
 (A) that she could leave the house immediately.
 (B) to go back to the baby’s room.
 (C) to go and cook food.
 (D) that they would hand over the prisoner to the police after making him conscious.
Q.60. Which two nations mentioned in the story, ‘The Enemy’ are at war with each other?
 (A) Japan and Korea (B) Israel and America
 (C) Malaysia and America (D) Japan and America

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I. Read the passage given below: 
(1) When you grow up in a place where it rains for five months a year, wise elders help you to get 

acquainted with the rain early. They teach you that it is ignorance to think that it is the same rain falling 
every day. Oh no! the rain is always doing different things at different times. There is rain that is gentle, 
and there is also rain that falls too hard and damages the crops. Hence, pray for the sweet rain that helps 
the crops to grow.

(2) The monsoon in the Naga Hills goes by the native name, Khuthotei (which means the rice-growing 
season). It lasts from May to early or mid-October. The local residents firmly believe that Durga Puja in 
October announces the end to rain. After that, one might expect a couple of short winter showers, and the 
spring showers in March and April. Finally, comes the ‘big rain’ in May; proper rainstorms accompanied 
by heart-stopping lightning and ear-splitting thunder. I have stood out in storms looking at lightning arc 
across the dark skies, a light-and-sound show that can go on for hours.

(3) This is the season when people use the word sezuo and suzu to refer to the week-long rains, when 
clothes don’t dry and smell of mould, when fungus forms on the floor and when you can’t see the moon 
or the stars.

(4) The rains are also called after flowering plants and people believe that the blossoming of those plants 
draws out rain. Once the monsoon sets in, field work is carried out in earnest and the work of uprooting 
and transplanting  paddy in flooded fields is done. The months of hard labour are June, July and August. In 
August, as the phrogo plant begins to bloom, a rain will fall. This August rain, also called phrogo, is a sign 
that the time for cultivation is over. If any new grain seeds are sown, they may not sprout; even if they do 
sprout, they are not likely to bear grain. The rain acts as a kind of farmer’s almanac.

(5) The urban population of school-goers and office-goers naturally dislikes the monsoon and its 
accompanying problems of landslides, muddy streets and periodic infections. For non-farmers, the month 
of September can be depressing, when the rainfall is incessant and the awareness persists that the monsoons 

1



61Sample Question Papers

will last out till October. One needs to have the heart of a farmer to remain grateful for the watery days, and 
be able to observe from what seems to the inexperienced as a continuous downpour-many kinds of rain. 
Some of the commonly known rain-weeks are named after the plants that alternately bloom in August and 
September. The native belief is that the flowers draw out the rain.

(6) Each rain period has a job to fulfil: October rain helps garlic bulbs to form, while kumunyo rain helps 
the rice bear grain. Without it, the ears of rice cannot form properly. End of October is the most beautiful 
month in the Naga Hills, as the fields turn gold and wild sunflowers bloom over the slopes, all heralding 
the harvest. Prayers go up for protecting the fields from storms and the rains to retreat because the grains 
need to stand in the sun and ripen. The cycle nears completion a few weeks before the harvest, and the rain 
does retreat so thoroughly from the reaped furrows that the earth quickly turns hard. The months of rain 
becomes a distant memory until it starts all over again.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. The rains are called after flowering plants because:
 (A)  heavy rains kill plants. (B) flowers grow in the rainy season.
 (C)  it is believed that the plants bring the rain. (D) flowers grow all the year round.
Q.2. The rain is like a calendar for farmers because:
 (A)  it tells them when to sow and when to harvest.
 (B)  it tells them the birthdays of their children.
 (C)  each month has a time for plantation.
 (D)  different kinds of rains tell different things.
Q.3. People who live in cities don’t like rain because:
 (A)  it brings mud and sickness with it.
 (B)  they are not bothered about the farmers.
 (C)  they don’t like the plants that grow during the rain.
 (D)  going shopping becomes difficult.
Q.4. People pray asking the rain to retreat because:
 (A)  the fungus and mould need to dry. (B) children don’t get a chance to play.
 (C)  the crops need the sun and heat to ripen. (D) they like to pray.
Q.5. What do elders want you to understand about rains?
 (A)  That rains are always welcomed.
 (B)  That the same rain falls every day.
 (C)  That the rain always damages the crops.
 (D)  That rain always does different things at different times.
Q.6. What helps the crops to grow?
 (A)  Gentle rain (B) Prayer for rain
 (C)  Rain that falls too hard (D) Easy rain
Q.7. What does Durga Puja mean to the farmers of the Naga hills?
 (A) It is a holy festival for them. 
 (B) It announces the end of rain.
 (C) They expect, thereafter, water showers. 
 (D) They look for light and sound show during the festival.
Q.8. What kind of rain is called Sezuo?
 (A)  Winter monsoon (B) Summer rains
 (C)  Weak long rain (D) Short winter shower
Q.9. When can one see sunflowers blowing all over the Naga Hills?
 (A)  From May to October (B) In September-October
 (C)  End of October  (D) During the retreat of rain
Q.10. For how long, monsoon in the Naga hills lasts?
 (A) 5 months  (B) 6 months
 (C) 7 months  (D) 2 months
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II. Read the passage given below: 

(1) Understanding how hibernators, including ground squirrels, marmots and bears, survive their 
long winter’s naps may one day offer solutions for problems such as heart disease, osteoporosis and 
muscular dystrophy.

(2) Nearly everything about the way an animal’s body works changes when it hibernates and 
preparations start weeks or months in advance. The first order of business is to fatten up. 

(3) “Fat is where it’s at for a hibernator,” says Matthew Andrews, a molecular biologist at the University 
of Minnesota, Duluth who studies 13-lined ground squirrels. “You bring your own lunch with you”. Packing 
lunch is necessary because the animals go on the world’s strictest diet during the winter, surviving entirely 
off their white fat. “They have their last supper in October; they don’t eat again until March,” Andrews says.

(4) Recent analysis revealed that Scandinavian brown bears spend the summer with plasma 69 
cholesterol levels considered high for humans; those values then increase substantially for hibernation, 
Frobert and his colleagues reported. These “very, very fat” bears with high cholesterol also get zero exercise 
during hibernation. Lolling about in the den pinches off blood vessels, contributing to sluggish circulation. 
“That cocktail would not be advisable in humans,” Frobert says. It’s a recipe for hardened arteries, putting 
people at risk for heart attacks and strokes.

(5) Even healthy young adult humans can develop fatty streaks in their arteries that make the blood 
vessels less flexible, but the bears don’t build up such artery-hardening 69 streaks. “Our bears, they had 
nothing,” Frobert says. lt’s not yet clear how the bears keep their arteries flexible, but Fröbert hopes to find 
some protective molecule that could stave off hardened arteries in humans as well.

Plasma Cholestrol in Seven Bears
Plasma Cholestrol in Seven Bears

600
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.11. Study of hibernators are likely to offer solutions for problems like:
 (A) Osteoporosis (B) Heart disease
 (C) Muscular dystrophy (D) All of these
Q.12. How do animals survive during winters?
 (A) Off their white fat (B) Hunting small animals
 (C) Eating plant leaves and fruits (D) Eating packed lunch
Q.13. What type of brown bears spend summer with plasma cholesterol levels?
 (A) American (B) Asian
 (D) Armenian (D) Scandinavian
Q.14. How much exercise is done by animals during hibernation?
 (A) Zero (B) Less than average
 (C) Regular  (D) More than average
Q.15. What is the maximum desirable level of cholesterol for human beings?
 (A) 0 (B) 200
 (C) 232 (D) 356
Q.16. Which statement about the effect of hibernation on the bears is best supported by the graph?
 (A)  Only one of the bears did not experience an appreciable change in its total plasma cholesterol 

level.
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 (B)  Only one of the bears experienced a significant increase in its total plasma cholesterol level.
 (C)  All of the bears achieved the desirable plasma cholesterol level for humans.
 (D)  The bear with the lowest total plasma cholesterol level in its active state had the highest total 

plasma cholesterol level during hibernation.
Q.17. What is the range of the cholesterol level as indicated by the graph?

 (A) 

220

0

 (B) 

440

200

 (C)  (D) 

540

220

Q.18. What do marmots do in winters?
 (A) Eat a lot of food  (B) Take long naps
 (C) Hunt lot of insects  (D) Take long baths

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
 Q.19. ___________ advertisements are written by a person looking for tenants for his/her property. 

 (A) Accommodation Wanted  (B) Situation Wanted 
 (C) To-let  (D) For sale 
Q.20. One must always add ___________ at the end of an advertisement. 
 (A) date  (B) issuing authority 
 (C) contact details  (D) thank you note

 Q.21. The _____________ of the notice should be very clear.
 (A)  place (B) purpose 
 (C)  issuing authority (D) date 
Q.22. The opening line of a Matrimonial Advertisement is:
 (A) My wife/ husband is missing (B) A 3/4/5 BHK flat wants
 (C) Alliance invited for/ from (D) A 3/4/5 BHK flat is available for accomodation
Q.23. The Heading of a Notice:
 (A) should include the name of the institution
 (B) should contain the subject/ purpose of the Notice
 (C) should be fancy and flowery
 (D) should contain Salutation
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
Q.24. A formal letter should be ___________ to have the desired effect on the recipient.
 (A) in the proper format (B) to the point and relevant
 (C) grammatically correct (D) All of these

 Q.25. How to end the main body of a letter to the editor??
 (A) By showing your love for the recipient.
 (B) By discussing the weather in your city.
 (C) By discussing the weather in the recipient’s city.
 (D) By telling the recipient what he should be doing next.
Q.26. What would you write in the opening part of a formal letter?
 (A) Making a request to the editor to publish the letter in order to increase the subscription.
 (B) Making a request to the editor to publish the letter so that concerned authorities may initiate 

 action.
 (C) Appealing the public to read the letter so that they may also know about the problem discussed.
 (D) Pleading the editor to read the letter and publish it so that authorities may talk to the people.
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Q.27. The key point of a formal letter is written in which part of a formal letter?
 (A) Heading (B) Body
 (C) Introduction (D) Closing 

 Q.28. What is the accurate representation to show the purpose of a letter?
 (A) Please Note: Formal Notice (B) Attention: Formal Notice
 (C) Subject: Formal Notice (D) Announcement: Formal Notice 

 Q.29. Which of the following should be avoided in a Formal Letter?
 (A) Ambiguous constructions (B) Simple and formal language 
 (C) Short sentence structures (D) Factual information 
Q.30. How to write a formal letter?
 (A) Write legibly in simple language. (B) Ignore grammar.
 (C) Leave out the salutation. (D) Leave out your name.

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

 V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
   Food is more important for survival than an identity. “If at the end of the day we can feed our families 

and go to bed without an aching stomach, we would rather live here than in the fields that gave us no 
grain,” says a group of women in tattered saris when I ask them why they left their beautiful land of 
green fields and rivers. Wherever they find food, they pitch their tents and that becomes their transit 
homes. Children grow up in them, becoming partners in survival. And survival in Seemapuri means 
rag-picking. Through the years, it has acquired the proportions of a fine art. Garbage to them is gold. It 
is their daily bread, a roof over their heads, even if it is a leaking roof. But for a child it is even more.

  Q.31.  The phrase ‘transit homes’ refer to the dwellings that are:
   (A) Unhygienic (B) Inadequate
   (C) Fragile (D) Temporary
  Q.32. Identify the figure of speech used in the sentence “Garbage to them is gold”.
   (A) Hyperbole (B) Simile
   (C) Synecdoche (D) Personification
  Q.33.  Choose the term which best matches the statement, ‘Food is more important for survival than an 

identity.”
   (A) Immorality (B) Necessity
   (C) Obligation (D) Ambition
  Q.34.  What does ‘acquired the proportions of a fine art’ mean?
   (A) Rag-picking has regained its lost status.
   (B)  A segment of ragpickers is skilled in fine arts.
   (C)  Rag-picking has attained the position of a skill.
   (D)  Only a few people are experts in rag-picking.
  Q.35. Why would the 'stomach ache'?
   (A) Due to stale food (B) Due to indigestion
   (C) Due to overeating (D) Due to hunger
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  But that’s the reason he said, and my friends all agreed. Everything points to it, they claimed. My stamp 

collecting, for example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from reality.’
  Q.36. Who is ‘he’ in the above extract?
   (A) Galesburg (B) Sam
   (C) Charley (D) Jack
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  Q.37. Which reason of the problem is being cited here?
   (A) Charley wanted to have refuge from reality.
   (B) Charley wanted to become rich.
   (C) Charley wanted to have a political career.
   (D) Charley wanted to marry again.
  Q.38. Which other evidence did prove that Charley was an escapist?
   (A) Hobby of collecting coins (B) Hobby of collecting butterflies
   (C) Hobby of collecting stones (D) Hobby of collecting stamps
  Q.39. Who, in Charley’s ancestors, pursued philately? 
   (A) His father (B) His grandfather
   (C) His great grandfather (D) His maternal uncle
  Q.40. What was Charley’s temporary refuge from reality?
   (A) Hobby of collecting coins  (B) Hobby of collecting butterflies 
   (C) Hobby of collecting stones  (D) Hobby of collecting stamps
VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  If we were not so single-minded 
  about keeping our lives moving, 
  and for once could do nothing, 
  perhaps a huge silence 
  might interrupt this sadness 
  of never understanding ourselves 
  and of threatening ourselves with 
  death.  
  Q.41. Look at the images given below. Choose the image to which the above extract can be seen as an 

appropriate response.

(i) (ii)

(iii) (iv)

   (A) Option (i)  (B) Option (ii) 
   (C) Option (iii)  (D) Option (iv) 
  Q.42. What do you think is the mood of the poet in the above extract? 
   (A) Depressed, pessimistic  (B) Thoughtful, motivated 
   (C) Contemplative, mindful  (D) Serious, daunted 
  Q.43. This stanza brings out the stark reality of the modern life: of being intensely caught up in the web 

of rush and activity to the extent of not understanding ourselves. 
   Which of the following activities are ignored by us?
   (A) We feed on the fear of death.  (B) We challenge finiteness of life. 
   (C) We keep rushing through life.  (D) We are always restless and impatient. 
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  Q.44. What might the “huge silence” signify? 
   (A) Depression  (B) Thoughtfulness
   (C) Embarrassment  (D) Suppleness
  Q.45. What does the poet mean by 'single-minded'?
   (A) Self - Centered (B) Selfless
   (C) With one mind (D) In depression
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  I talked to a psychiatrist friend of mine, among others. I told him about the third level at Grand Central 

Station and he said it was a waking dream wish fulfillment. He said I was unhappy. That made my wife 
kind of mad, but he explained that he meant the modern world is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and 
all the rest of it, and that I just want to escape.

  Q.46. Who is the psychiatrist friend of ‘I’?
   (A) Jack (B) Galesburg
   (C) Sam (D) Charley
  Q.47. How did his psychiatrist friend diagnose his problem?
   (A) Sleeplessness (B) Anxiety
   (C) Waking dream wish fulfilment (D) Both (A) and (B)
  Q.48. Why did the psychiatrist’s analysis make Louisa lose her temper?
   (A) He had analysed that Charley was unhappy.
   (B) He had analysed that Charley was a prince.
   (C) He had analysed that Charley had become mad.
   (D) He had not shared his analysis report with Louisa.  
  Q.49. How did psychiatrist explain the problem of ‘I’ and appease Louisa? 
   (A) He was trying to escape from his fears and frustrations.
   (B) He was trying to lead a happy life.
   (C) He was trying to become sufficiently rich.
   (D) He was trying to guide him.
  Q.50. What was special about the third level at Grand Central Station? 
   (A) It was an imaginary level. 
   (B) It was just like a heaven on Earth. 
   (C) It was the most shabby part of the whole station. 
   (D) It was a revolving and moveable level.
IX. Attempt the following.
Q.51. Which of the following images clearly indicate ‘The Lost Spring’ according to Anees Jung?

(i) (ii)

(iii) (iv)

 (A) Images (i) and (iv) (B) Images (ii) and (iii).
 (C) Image (i) (D) Image (ii) and (iv)
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 Q.52. What is the objective behind writing ‘The Lost Spring’?
 (A) To eliminate child labour. 
 (B) To propagate the education of children.
 (C) To enforce strict laws against child labour. 
 (D) All of the above.

 Q.53. “I never saw him look so tall”. Which of the following behaviour best describes M. Hamel on the 
last day of school? 

 (A) Irritable, depressed, enthusiastic, submissive 
 (B) Tolerant, honourable, expressive, daring 
 (C) Tranquil, yearning, dissatisfied, chauvinistic 
 (D) Satisfied, accusing, stubborn, brave
Q.54. ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’ is a poem that confesses a daughter’s painful feelings of __________________.
 (A) growing old herself
 (B) fear of losing her mother
 (C) generation gap between mother and daughter
 (D) departing from her mother to study abroad
Q.55. Arrange in order, the following tips to help overcome a fear of swimming.
 (a) Get your feet wet and try to gradually get deeper into the water.
 (b) Don’t feel rushed to make progress.
 (c) Hold the side and practice kicking with your body stretched out.
 (d) Next try to learn to hold your breath under the water and breathe out into the water. Basically, 

blow bubbles!
 (e) When you can stand in water deep enough splash water on your face as if you are washing it. At 

the same time think of positive images while you are splashing your face.
 (A) abcde (B) aebcd
 (C) aedcb (D) bcdea

 Q.56. What is the tone of the poet at the beginning of the poem, ‘An Elementary School Classroom in a 
Slum’?

 (A) Sombre and hopeless (B) Intensely frustrated
 (C) Vehemently appealing (D) Enthusiastic and exciting

 Q.57. Driving from my parent’s home
  What is the tone of this line?
 (A) Optimism (B) Pessimism
 (C) Nostalgia (D) Enthusiastic

 Q.58. If this had been M. Hamel’s first lesson, what would be the response of the villagers?
 (A) Enthusiastic (B) Honourable
 (C) Indifferent (D) Rebellious

 Q.59. ‘The Enemy’ gives the message that _______________.
 (A) prisoners shouldn’t be spared at any cost. 
 (B) loyalty towards nation is the foremost duty of every citizen.
 (C) humanism transcends all man made prejudices and barriers.
 (D) we should forget all the relations to save our enemies.

 Q.60. Sadao took the young soldier into his house and provided him with medical aid.
 This proves Dr. Sadao as _____________________________.
 (A) a traitor  (B) a loyal citizen  
 (C) a responsible doctor  (D) an enemy

nnn



OSWAAL CBSE Sample Question Papers, Term-I, ENGLISH CORE, Class-XII68



Time : 90 Minutes

Maximum Marks : 40
ENGLISH CORE

CBSE 

Sample Question Papers

Self Assessment Paper

General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I. Read the passage given below :  

(1) Every morning Ravi gives his brain an extra boost. We’re not talking about drinking strong cups 
of coffee or playing one of those mind-training video games advertised all over Facebook. ‘‘I jump onto my 
stationary bike and cycle for 45 minutes to work,’’ says Ravi. ‘‘When I get to my desk, my brain is at peak 
activity for a few hours.’’ After his mental focus comes to a halt later in the day, he starts it with another 
short spell of cycling to be able to run errands. 

(2) Ride, work, ride, repeat. It’s a scientifically proven system that describes some unexpected benefits 
of cycling. In a recent study in the Journal of Clinical and Diagnostic Research, scientists found that people 
scored higher on tests of memory, reasoning and planning after 30 minutes of spinning on a stationary bike 
than they did before they rode the bike. They also completed the tests faster after pedalling. 

(3) Exercise is like fertilizer for your brain. All those hours, spent on exercising your muscles, create 
rich capillary beds not only in leg and hip muscles, but also in your brain. More blood vessels in your brain 
and muscles mean more oxygen and nutrients to help them work. When you pedal, you also force more 
nerve cells to fire. The result : you double or triple the production of these cells — literally building your 
brain. You also release neurotransmitters (the messengers between your brain cells) so all those cells, new 
and old, can communicate with each other for better, faster functioning. That’s a pretty profound benefit 
to cyclists. 

(4) This kind of growth is especially important with each passing birthday, because as we age, our 
brains shrink and those connections weaken. Exercise restores and protects the brain cells. Neuroscientists 
say, ‘‘Adults who exercise display sharper memory skills, higher concentration levels, more fluid thinking 
and greater problem-solving ability than those who are sedentary.’’

(5) Cycling also elevates your mood, relieves anxiety, increases stress resistance and even banishes 
the blues. ‘‘Exercise works in the same way as psychotherapy and antidepressants in the treatment of 

2
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depression, maybe better,’’ says Dr. Manjari. A recent study analyzing 26 years of research finds that even 
some exercise — as little as 20 to 30 minutes a day — can prevent depression over the long term. 

(6) Remember: although it’s healthy, exercise itself is a stress, especially when you’re just getting 
started or getting back into riding. When you first begin to exert yourself, your body releases a particular 
hormone to raise your heart rate, blood pressure and blood glucose levels, says Meher Ahluwalia, PhD, 
a professor of integrative physiology. As you get fitter, it takes a longer, harder ride to trigger that same 
response.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. When nerve cells work during exercise then: 
 (A) the body experiences stress. (B) the brain is strengthened by multiplying them. 
 (C) you start to lose your temper. (D) your stationary cycle starts to beep.
Q.2. What are the unexpected benefits of cycling?
 (A) Sharpens the memory  (B) Improves reasoning 
 (C) Improves planning skills  (D) All of these
Q.3. The more one pedals, more is _____________________.
 (A) production of nerve cells (B) harm to nerve cells 
 (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
Q.4. Why does Ravi do a circuit of ‘ride, work, ride’?
 (A) Because he wants to stay focused.
 (B) Because after cycling to work, his brain is at the peak of activity level.
 (C) Both (A) and (B)
 (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
Q.5. What is the work of neurotransmitters?
 (A) They are like messengers between brain and cells.
 (B) With the help of neurotransmitters, cells can communicate with each other.
 (C) It makes the functioning better and faster.
 (D) All of these
Q.6. Why is exercise so important for adults?

Adults who exercise

Have sharp memory skills

Higher 
concentration 
levels

Greater problem  
solving abilities

More fluid thinking

1

2

3

4

 (A) Only 1 and 4 (B) 1, 2 and 3
 (C) Only 2 and 3 (D) 1, 2, 3, 4
Q.7. Based on the understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the correct sequence of ‘How 

is exercise itself a stress?’
1. The body releases a particular hormone. 
2. As one gets fitter, it takes a longer and more rigorous exercising to trigger the same response.
3. As soon as one states exercising, the body reacts immediately.
4. That hormone raises one’s heart rate, blood pressure and blood glucose levels.

 (A) 1, 2, 3, 4 (B) 1, 3, 4, 2
 (C) 3, 1, 4, 2 (D) 4, 3, 2, 1
Q.8. Find word from the passage which means the same as ’inactive’. (Para 4)
 (A) Passing (B) Sedentary 
 (C) Shrink  (D) Weaken 
Q.9. Find word/phrase from the passage which means the opposite of (abstain from functioning). (Para 6)
 (A) Stress (B) Back into riding
 (C) Exert (D) Trigger
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Q.10. Ravi gets his brain to work at peak level by:
 (A) drinking three cups of coffee. (B) playing games that need brain activity. 
 (C) cycling on a stationary bike. (D) taking tablets to pump up his brain.

II. Read the passage given below: 

(1) Most of us know that smoking causes cancer, lung disease, heart disease, can shorten life by 10 
years or more and can cost a smoker thousands of rupees a year. So, why are people still smoking? The 
answer, in a word, is addiction.

(2) Smoking is a hard habit to break because tobacco contains the very addictive chemical nicotine. 
The body and mind quickly get used to the nicotine in cigarettes. Soon, a person needs to have it just to feel 
normal.

(3) People start smoking for different reasons. Some think it looks cool. Others start because their 
family members or friends smoke. Almost all adult tobacco users started before they were 18 years old. Most 
never expected to become addicted. 

(4) Many of the chemicals in cigarettes, like nicotine and cyanide, are poisons that can kill in high 
doses. The body is smart. It goes on the defence when it’s being poisoned. First time smokers often feel pain 
or burning in their throat and lungs, and some even cough vigorously the first few times they try tobacco. 
Over time, smoking leads to health problems such as heart disease, stroke, lung damage and many types of 
cancer — including lung, throat, stomach and bladder cancer.

(5) A survey was conducted to collect views of the people whether smoking should be allowed or not 
in public places. The results of the responses received have been depicted in the form of a pie chart here.

No Restrictions,
28%

Yes, Blanket
Ban, 52%

Other, 20%

Yes, At Shopping
Malls, 15%

Yes, On Roads, 5%

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. Which of these can be caused by smoking?
 (A) Heart disease (B) Cancer
 (C) Lung disease (D) All of these
Q.12. What is the basic reason for continuing smoking even after knowing its harmful effects?
 (A) Looking cool (B)  Keeping pace with the society
 (C) Addiction (D) None of these
Q.13. Which of these is defence system that appears in first time smokers?
 (A) Vomiting (B) Burning in lungs
 (C) Dizziness (D) All of these
Q.14. Which of these types of cancers is likely to be caused by smoking?
 (A) Lung cancer (B) Blood cancer
 (C) Breast cancer (D) Bone cancer
Q.15. From the given pictorial representation, choose the option that correctly states the percentage of 

persons who are of the view that smoking should not be allowed on roads. 

 (A) Option 1  (B) Option 2 

 (C) Option 3  (D) Option 4 
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Q.16. From the given pictorial representation, choose the option that correctly states the percentage of 

persons who say that smoking should have a blanket ban as compared to those supporting no 
restrictions on smoking. 

 (A) Option 1 

25%

  (B) Option 2 

50%

 (C) Option 3 

100%

 (D) Option 4 

150%

Q.17. What is the meaning in which ‘cool’ has been used in Para 3 of the passage?
 (A) Chill  (B) Unfriendly
 (C) Calm (D) Stylish
Q.18. ________________ contains an addictive substance called nicotine.
 (A) Liquor  (B) Coffee
 (C) Tobacco  (D) Fruit juice

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
 Q.19. A Notice must contain ___________ information.

 (A) factual (B) variety of 
 (C) meeting (D) object 

 Q.20. Information about the ‘reward’ is mentioned in _______________________________.
 (A) Notice for the Meeting (B) Notice for the object ‘Found’
 (C) Notice for the object ‘Lost’ (D) Notice for the Competition

 Q.21. In a missing person/pet advertisement, mentioning of ___________________ must be avoided. 
 (A) reward  (B) character traits 
 (C) physical features  (D) phone number 
 Q.22. Where do you write Salutation in the Notice?
 (A) Just above the date (B) Just below the date
 (C) Beside the date (D) Salutation is not written in the Notice.
 Q.23. Which of the following statements is INCORRECT for Classified Advertisements?
 (A) Word limit: 50 words (B) Costs more than Display Advertisement
 (C) Subscription is not written (D) It is put up in a box
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.

 Q.24. Concluding paragraph of an Article should never:
 (A) be open ended (B) have food for thought.
 (C) give way to a planned action. (D) sum of all the stated points.
 Q.25. Which of the following should be added to make an Article effective?
 (A) Quotes (B) Statistics
 (C) Anecdotes (D) All of the above
Rising prices of essential commodities make life difficult for the common man. You are Nalini/ Ranbir. 
Write an article in 150-200 words describing the causes, possible solutions and how students can help 
their parents to cope with the problem.    

(26) ________________
-by Nalini

 Prices are ever on the increase. A rise in price, economists say, is a sign of development and prosperity. 
However, during the last two decades, prices of almost all the essential commodities have been 
increasing at an alarming rate. These soaring prices have caused great unrest and frustration among 
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the people. The people belonging to the middle class and the salaried people are hit hard. All the 
more, (27) ________________ and an open challenge to the government. It has shaken the faith of the 
people in the government. There is no let-up in the situation. Life has become very hard. 

 Not to speak of rising prices, things of daily use are sometimes not available in the market. Big 
businessmen hoard things and sell them in black. Adulteration of eatables is a big health hazard. The 
prices of petrol, cooking gas, kerosene oil and several other items of daily use are increasing every 
year. Not only that, the railway fares, air fares and bus and taxi charges are also increasing regularly. 
The rich make a display of their wealth while the poor find it difficult to make both their ends meet. 
(28) ________________.

 The indiscriminate rise in prices of essential commodities has left many a people tense and helpless. No 
one can foresee what is in store for the common people. There are many causes of the unprecedented 
rise in prices.  

 It is the duty of the government to bring down the prices of the essential commodities. (29) ________ 
Black marketers, hoarders and profiteers must be booked. Family Planning programmes should be 
stepped up to check over-population. More fair-price shops should be opened in different localities. 
There should be an equitable distribution through the fair price shops. Shopkeepers should be 
directed to display the stock of essential commodities along with their prices. Those people who buy 
things in the black market should be punished. Production of food should be increased. Sincere efforts 
should be made to stabilize prices of essential commodities. Evils of corruption, bribery, smuggling 
and illegal gratification deep-rooted in the society must be rooted out. 

 We as students (30) ________________. 
 Let us hope that the government will be able to bring down the soaring prices. The government has, 

in recent past, taken some steps to control the prices to revamp the economy of the country. The 
government efforts have met a partial success and inflation has been controlled to some extent.

Q.26. (A) Rising Prices: An Ordeal for Common Man
 (B) High Prices: An Order for Lay Man
 (C) Essential Commodities
 (D) Cope with the Problem
Q.27. (A) the searing prices become a big thread
 (B) the soaring prices become a big thread
 (C) the soaring prices have become a big threat
 (D) the searing prizes have become a big threat
Q.28. (A) Life has lost its charming for the bread-winner.
 (B) Life has lost its warmth for the average bread-earner.
 (C) Life has lost its warmth for the normal bread-winner.
 (D) Life has lost its charm for the average bread-winner.
Q.29. (A) Inflation, black - marketing, hoarding, over - population, increasing demands, natural factors like 
  flood, droughts, Social  evils, breaking of joint - family system, corruption
 (B) Black - marketing, hoarding, corruption, nuclear families, increase in population, luxurious life 
  style, high taxation, poverty.
 (C) Over- population, high salaries, corruption, earthquakes or floods, dowry system, wastage of 
  food in parties and marriages, faulty credit - system
 (D) Corruption, black- marketing, hoarding, credit system, easy loans, scams, population control, 
  system of distribution, new economic policies, better wages 
Q.30. (A) can nab the people hoarding and black marketing the essential commodities.
 (B)  can protest against the corrupt leaders and officials.
 (C)  can help our parents reducing food wastage and minimizing our demands.
 (D)  can help the police by informing them about the hoarders and black-marketeers.

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

 V. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
   “I will learn to drive a car,” he answers, looking straight into my eyes. His dream looms like a mirage 

amidst the dust of streets that fill his town Firozabad, famous for its bangles. Every other family in 
Firozabad is engaged in making bangles. It is the centre of India’s glass-blowing industry where families 
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have spent generations working around furnaces, wielding glass, making bangles for all the women 
in the land it seems. Mukesh’s family is among them. None of them know that it is illegal for children 
like him to work in the glass furnaces with high temperatures, in dingy cells without air and light; that 
the law, if enforced, could get him and all those 20,000 children out of the hot furnaces where they slog 
their daylight hours, often losing the brightness of their eyes. Mukesh’s eyes beam as he volunteers to 
take me home, which he proudly says is being rebuilt.

  Q.31. ‘His dream looms like a mirage amidst the dust of streets…’ Why does Mukesh’s dream appear 
illusive? 

   (A) Because it is just a dream and not a reality. 
   (B) Because Mukesh is lost in the sea of dust. 
   (C) Because it is indistinct due to his poor living condition.
   (D) Because his dream is hanging in the dusty air. 
  Q.32. ‘I will learn to drive a car,’ he answers, looking straight into my eyes. This sentence highlights 

Mukesh was _____________. 
   1. resolute  2. brave  3. hopeful  
   4. heroic  5. self-motivated  6. demanding 
   (A) 1 & 5  (B) 2 & 4 
   (C) 2 & 5  (D) 3 & 6 
  Q.33. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE with reference to the extract? 
   (A) Children work in dark and suffocating furnaces. 
   (B) The children are unaware that to work in the furnaces is considered to be child labour which 

is strictly against the law. 
   (C) Children slog in the furnaces for hours which affects their vision. 
   (D) Firozabad has emerged as a budding producer of bangles in the country. 
  Q.34. Every other family in Firozabad is engaged in making bangles, indicates that: 
   (A) Bangle industry is flourishing and widespread in Firozabad. 
   (B) All the people of Firozabad are involved only in bangle making. 
   (C) Bulk population of Firozabad is involved in bangle making. 
   (D) Bangle making is the most treasured occupation in Firozabad. 
  Q.35. What is meant by 'slog their daylight hours'?
   (A) Work doggedly (B) Slave away
   (C) Grind away (D) All of these
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Sadao stopped Hana at his side, and turned the man’s head. They saw the face. ‘A white man!’ Hana 

whispered. Yes, it was a white man.
  Q.36. What did Dr. Sadao see when he turned the face of the man?
   (A) Man with yellow hair (B) Man with yellow beard 
   (C) Man showing signs of being tortured (D) All of these
  Q.37. In what state was the white man lying?
   (A) Unconscious (B) Dead 
   (C) Sleeping  (D) Drunk
  Q.38. Which part of the body of young man had wound?
   (A) Left side of upper back (B) Head and chest
   (C) Both the legs (D) Right side of lower back
  Q.39. To which of these the white man belonged to?
   (A) US Army (B) US Navy
   (C) Japanese Army (D) Japanese Navy
  Q.40. In the story, ‘The Enemy’, Dr. Sadao undergoes ____________________. 
   (A) mental conflict  (B) physical trauma 
   (C) mental contentment  (D) physical conflict
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VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  For once on the face of the Earth

  let’s not speak in any language,
  let’s stop for one second,
  and not move our arms so much.
  It would be an exotic moment
  without rush, without engines,
  we would all be together
  in a sudden strangeness. 
  Q.41. The poet uses the word “let’s” to :
   (A) initiate a conversation between the poet and the readers.
   (B) invite readers as part of the poem’s larger call to humanity.
   (C) welcome readers into the world of the poem and its subject.
   (D) address readers as fellow members of the human race.
  Q.42. Margaret Atwood said, “Language divides us into fragments, I wanted to be whole.”
  Choose the option that correctly comments on the relationship between Margaret Atwood’s 

words and the line from the above extract – “let’s not speak in any language”.
   (A) Atwood endorses Neruda’s call to not speak in any language.
   (B) Atwood justifies Neruda’s request to not engage in any speaking.
   (C) Atwood undermines Neruda’s intent to stop and not speak in any language.
   (D) Atwood surrenders to Neruda’s desire for silence and not speak in any language.
  Q.43. Why do you think the poet employs words like “exotic” and “strangeness”?
   (A) To highlight the importance of everyone being together suddenly for once.
   (B) To emphasize the frenetic activity and chaos that usually envelops human life.
   (C) To indicate the unfamiliarity of a sudden moment without rush or without engine.
   (D) To direct us towards keeping quiet and how we would all be together in that silence.
  Q.44. Choose the option that correctly matches the idioms given in Column A with their meanings in  

Column B.

Column A Column B

1. On the face of the earth (i) In existence

2. What on earth (ii) To do all possible to accomplish something

3. Move heaven and earth (iii) To express surprise or shock

4. The salt of the earth (iv) To be good and worthy

   (A) 1 – (i); 2 – (iv); 3 – (iii); 4 – (ii) (B) 1 – (i); 2 – (iii); 3 – (ii); 4 – (iv)
   (C) 1 – (ii); 2 – (i); 3 – (iv); 4 – (iii) (D) 1 – (iv); 2 – (ii); 3 – (iii); 4 – (i)
  Q.45. According to the poet, when can we all be together?
   (A) When we become self centered (B) When we become war mongers
   (C) When we all relax and introspect (D) When we all rush and examine each other.
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 It was at this moment that both of them saw something black come out of the mists. It was a man. 
  Q.46. Who are ‘both’ here?
   (A) Hana and her husband  (B) Old General and his wife 
   (C) Mrs. and  Mr. Harley (D) Commissioner and his wife
  Q.47. From where was the man flung up?
   (A) Airplane (B) Ocean waves
   (C) Heavy winds (D) Back seat of the car
  Q.48. Who was the man who had come out of the mists?
   (A) Black man (B) Red Indian
   (C) White man (D) A drunkard
  Q.49. Who did the doctor initially mistake him for?
   (A) Pilot (B) Captain of a ship
   (C) Local trader (D) Fisherman
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  Q.50. What kind of doctor will you claim Dr. Sadao to be?
   (A) An excellent doctor (B) A compassionate human being
   (C) A sincere and responsible citizen (D) All of these
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. The most favourite of all the activities for Franz was:
 (A) to run errands and enjoy all the trivial things.
 (B) to run in the open fields and enjoy all the trivial things.
 (C) to run in the school yard and enjoy fishing.
 (D) to run behind his house in the small fields and enjoy the sunrise and sunset.

 Q.52. Douglas shows that most of our fears are baseless. Fear creates dangers where there is none.
 Which of the following quotes proves his experience?
 (A) Fear leads to anger, anger leads to hate, hate leads to suffering.
 (B) Inaction breeds doubt and fear.
 (C) Have no fear of perfection--you'll never reach it.
 (D) The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.

 Q.53. Why did M Hamel call French as the clearest and the most logical language?
 (A) He had the highest regard for the French language.
 (B) He was patriotic.
 (C) He wanted to empower his countrymen.
 (D) All of the above
Q.54. ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’ is based on the theme of ______________ and the fear of loss and separation 

associated with it.
 (A) advancing age (B) advancement
 (C) progression (D) education

 Q.55. “His father had taken him to the beach in California where the waves knocked him down and 
swept over him. He was coerced by the strong force of the waves.”

 Which life incident of Douglas is explained through these lines?
 (A) Author’s Aversion to Water at a Young Age  (B) Author’s Plan to Learn Swimming 
 (C) The Misadventure  (D) Efforts to Survive

 Q.56. Keeping quiet will help in reflecting over ________________________ and help in creating a feeling 
of mutual understanding among human beings.

 (A) the birth of man (B) the destiny of man
 (C) the fate of man (D) the life of man

 Q.57. Ageing is an inescapable phase of every human’s life. How does the poet prove this through the 
poem, ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’?

 (A) By showing different stages of life in the poem.
 (B) The poem begins with grief over death of loved ones and ends with mourning over the whole 

life.
 (C) The poem begins with grief over old age and ends with mourning over the whole life.
 (D) By mentioning the age of her mother.

 Q.58. Why is the last stanza unlike the rest of the poem?
 (A) It is the longest stanza. (B) It is the shortest stanza.
 (C) It displays optimistic attitude of the poet. (D) It displays pessimistic attitude of the poet.

 Q.59. How did Sam diagnose Charley’s problem? 
 (A) Sleeplessness  (B) Anxiety 
 (C) Waking dream wish fulfilment  (D) Both A and B
Q.60. The psychiatrist explained the problem of Charley that he was trying to _________________________. 
 (A) escape his worries and stress  (B) run behind success
 (C) become sufficiently rich  (D) escape the world through meditation

nnn



77Sample Question Papers



Time : 90 Minutes

Maximum Marks : 40
ENGLISH CORE

CBSE 

Sample Question Papers

Self Assessment Paper

General Instructions :
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(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
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READING

  I. Read the passage given below : 
 (1) We sit in the last row, bumped about but free of stares. The bus rolls out of the dull crossroads 
of the city, and we are soon in open countryside with fields of sunflowers as far as the eye can see, their 
heads all facing us. Where there is no water, the land reverts to desert. While still on level ground, we see in 
the distance the tall range of the Mount Bogda, abrupt like a shining prism laid horizontally on the desert 
surface. It is over 5,000 metres high, and the peak is under permanent snow, in powerful contrast to the flat 
desert all around. Heaven Lake lies part of the way up this range, about 2,000 metres above sea level, at the 
foot of one of the higher snow-peaks.
 (2) As the bus climbs, the sky, brilliant before, grows overcast. I have brought nothing warm to wear. It 
is all down at the hotel in Urumqi. Rain begins to fall. The man behind me is eating overpoweringly smelly 
goat’s cheese. The bus window leaks inhospitably, but reveals a beautiful view. We have passed quickly 
from desert through arable land to pasture and the ground is now green with grass, the slopes dark with 
pine. A few cattle drink at a clear stream flowing past moss-covered stones; it is a constable landscape. The 
stream changes into a white torrent, and as we climb higher, I wish more and more that I had brought with 
me something warmer than just the pair of shorts that have served me so well in the desert. The stream 
(which, we are told, rises in Heaven Lake) disappears, and we continue our slow ascent. About noon, we 
arrive at Heaven Lake, and look for a place to stay at the foot, which is the resort area. We get a room in a 
small cottage, and I am happy to note that there are thick quilts on the beds. 
 (3) Standing outside the cottage, we survey our surroundings. Heaven Lake is long, sardine-shaped 
and fed by snow melt from a stream at its head. The lake is intense blue, surrounded on all sides by green 
mountain walls, dotted with distant sheep. At the head of the lake, beyond the delta of the inflowing stream, 
is a massive snow-capped peak which dominates the vista; it is part of a series of peaks that culminate, a 
little out of view, in Mount Bogda itself. 

3
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 (4) For those who live in the resort, there is a small hall by the shore. We eat here sometimes and 
sometimes buy food from the vendors outside, who sell kebab and naan until the last buses leave. The 
kebabs, cooked on skewers over charcoal braziers, are particularly good, highly spiced and well done. 
Horse’s milk is available too from the local Kazakh herdsmen, but I decline this. I am so affected by the cold 
that Mr. Cao, the relaxed young man who runs the mess, lends me a spare pair of trousers, several sizes too 
large but more than comfortable.
 Based on your understanding of the above passage, answer any eight of the ten questions given below by 
choosing the most appropriate option: 
Q.1.  One benefit of sitting in the last row of the bus was that: 

 (A) the narrator enjoyed bumps. (B) no one stared at him.
 (C) he could see the sunflowers. (D) he avoided the dullness of the city.

Q.2.  On reaching the destination the narrator felt relieved because: 
 (A) he had got away from the desert. (B) a difficult journey had come to an end.
 (C) he could watch the snow peak. (D) there were thick quilts on the bed. 

Q.3. Mount Bogda is compared to: 
 (A) a horizontal desert surface. (B) a shining prism. 
 (C) a constable landscape. (D) the overcast sky. 

Q.4.  Which animal’s milk is available from local herdsmen?
 (A) Horse (B) Cow
 (C) Goat (D) Camel

Q.5. The narrator was suffering from: 
 (A) fever     (B) cough
 (C) cold (D) hunger
Q.6.  Who helped the narrator to make him comfortable?
 (A) Mr. Cao (B) Herdsmen
 (C) People of the resort (D) Bus-driver
Q.7.  Pick out the word/phrase which means same  as ‘Upward Movement ’ (Para 2).
  (A) Overcast (B) Quickly
  (C) Ascent (D) Arable
Q.8.  Find word from the passage which means the same as ‘sellers’ (Para 4).
 (A) Vendors (B) Herdsmen
 (C) Skewers (D) Braziers
Q.9.  What does the word ‘pasture’ (Para 2) mean in the passage?
 (A) Grassland (B) Grass
 (C) Sheep walk (D) Running area
Q.10.  The narrator was travelling to : 
 (A) Mount Bogda. (B) Heaven Lake.
 (C) A 2000 metres high snow peak.  (D) Both (A) & (B)

  II. Read the passage given below: 
(1) Royal Bengal Tiger is the largest, fiercest and powerful member of the Big Cat family in India. 

Royal Bengal Tigers, also known as Indian Tiger and Bengal Tiger, constitute a large population of the 
tiger family in the world. It is the National animal of India and is found mostly in India, China, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, and Burma. 

(2) The biological name of this Big Cat is Panthera Tigris, which comes under the Felidae family under 
Mammalia category.

(3) No two Bengal tigers look alike! Every Bengal Tiger has a unique stripe pattern. Their colour 
ranges from yellow to light orange, with stripes from dark brown to black. Some of the Bengal Tigers are 
white in colour. The tail is orange in colour with black rings. Unlike the other white tigers that have blue 
eyes, Bengal tigers have yellow irises. They live for 10 to 15 years.

(4) Being fierce in nature, Royal Bengal Tigers are not much friendly in nature and live a solitary 
life, except in winters when they can be seen in a group of 3 or 4. Bengal tigers are fast runners and good 
swimmers. Tigers attack their prey in a stealth mode. They are usually spotted in swamps, mangroves and 
grasslands.

(5) Royal Bengal Tigers have very sharp memories; they never forget the faces. Their memory is 
sharper than humans and other animals. 
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(6) We can find the largest population of Royal Bengal Tigers in India. As per the latest tiger census 

report 2017, there are 3,786 Royal Bengal Tigers in India. India has more than 75% of the total tiger population 
in the world. Along with India, neighbouring countries to India holds a somewhat decent population of 
Royal Bengal Tiger in the world. The latest census of the tigers in India and neighbouring countries are 
shown in the table.

S. No. Name of country Minimum Maximum

1. Bangladesh 300 460

2. Bhutan 80 460

3. China 30 35

4. India 2500 3800

5. Nepal 150 250

(7) To know about the latest tiger population is always government’s concern, as they want to save 
this majestic animal from getting extinct. India has lost 97% of its Royal Bengal Tiger population in the 
last century. The main reason is Hunting, Poaching, Urbanization, Habitat loss and Illegal Wildlife Trade. 
Poaching means to illegally trade the tiger made products like tiger skin, tiger made jewellery, etc. These 
skin and jewellery are sold for millions in the international market. Poaching has reduced the number of 
tigers to just 3,800 from 1,00,000 in the starting of the 20th century.
Based on your understanding of the above passage, answer any six of the eight questions given below by 
choosing the most appropriate option:  
Q.11. The biological name of Bengal Tiger is Panthera _____________.
 (A) Tiger (B) Tigress
 (C) Tigris (D) Tigers
Q.12. Pick out the characteristic(s) of Bengal Tigers.
 (A) Fast runners (B) Attack in stealth mode
 (C) Good swimmers (D) All of these
Q.13. When was the latest survey of tigers conducted according to the passage?
 (A) 2010 (B) 2017
 (C) 2019 (D) 2020
Q.14. The number of tigers in ______________ ranges from 80 to 460.
 (A) Bangladesh (B) Bhutan
 (C) China (D) Nepal
Q.15. From the given pictorial representation, choose the option that correctly states the approximate 

percentage of total tigers in the world which are found in India.

 (A) Option 1  (B) Option 2 

 (C) Option 3  (D) Option 4 

Q.16. Which pair of countries has approximately same number of maximum tigers?
 (A) Nepal and Bangladesh (B) Bhutan and Bangladesh
 (C) China and Nepal (D) Bangladesh and India
Q.17. Pick out the option that correctly states the reason for reduction in the population of the tigers?
 (A) Poaching (B) Epidemic
 (C) Climatic changes (D) Soil erosion
Q.18. In which of these neighbouring countries of India, the Royal Bengal Tiger is not found?
 (A) China  (B) Bangladesh
 (C) Bhutan  (D) Sri Lanka
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WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
  You are Sameera/Sameer the owner of Pink Power, a café run only by women. You are looking for an 

interior designer to design the interiors of the café. Draft a suitable advertisement for the same, in 
about 50 words to be published in the classified columns of the National Daily, the local newspaper.  

(19) ______________
(20) ______________ to design the interiors of the café run and managed only by women. The 
(21) _____________ must have (22) ______________ in designing of cafes and restaurants, (23) _____________ 
remuneration with good incentives for deserving candidate. (Apply – Sameera, Owner, Pink Café, ABC 
Town. Mobile : 9922xxxxxx).

Q.19. (A) Situation Vacant (B) To-let
 (C) Accommodation Wanted (D) Situation Wanted
Q.20. (A) Wanted an interior designer (B) Required an interior designer
 (C) To-let a post of an interior designer (D) Both (A) and (B)
Q.21. (A) boy (B) girl
 (C) candidate (D) employee
Q.22. (A) less experience (B) mediocre experience
 (C) adequate experience (D) no experience
Q.23. (A) Attractive (B) Basic
 (C) No (D) Some
IV. Answer any six out of the seven questions given below.
 Wearing the school uniform gives the students an identity, pride and a feeling of discipline. Write an 

article in 150-200 words highlighting the importance of wearing a uniform in school. You are Jagan / 
Jagriti.   

(24) ________________
(25) ________________

 Wearing a uniform is a badge of pride, creates an identity for a school, and is an important part of 
being a school student.

 Uniforms show that we are part of the school. (26) ______________ Uniforms give students a sense of 
belonging to a particular school and create an identity for the school in the community. 

 A school uniform teaches students to (27) ______________ and take pride in their appearance. Some 
people believe that a school uniform can improve learning by (28) ______________, sharpening focus 
on schoolwork, and making the classroom a more serious environment, allowing students to perform 
better academically. 

 Most importantly, a uniform means students don’t have to worry about (29) ______________ when it 
comes to their clothes.

 When everyone is dressed the same, worrying about what you look like isn’t so important. There 
is no competition about being dressed in the latest trend, which would put a great deal of financial 
pressure on students and parents. It is hard to make fun of what someone is wearing when you are 
dressed exactly the same. So, (30) ______________.

Q.24. (A) Importance of wearing a Uniform in school (B) Identity, pride and a feeling of discipline
 (C) by Jagriti (D) 25 September 20XX
Q.25. (A) Importance of wearing a Uniform in school (B) Identity, pride and a feeling of discipline
 (C) by Jagriti (D) 25 September 20XX 
Q.26. (A) Wearing it says were all in this together. (B) Wearing it said we’re all together.
 (C) Wearing it said wer’e all in this. (D) Wearing it says we’re all in this together.
Q.27. (A) dress shabbily (B) dress smartly
 (C) dress interestingly (D) dress filthily
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Q.28. (A) increasing distraction (B) reducing distraction
 (C) enhancing distraction (D) demolishing distraction
Q.29. (A) sibling pressure (B) parents’ pressure
 (C) peer pressure (D) teachers’ pressure
Q.30. (A) we should wear clumsy and untidy uniform with pride. 
 (B) we have to wear our uniform taking pride.
 (C) we should wear our uniform with pride. 
 (D) we need to look at our uniform as pride.

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 
  I laughed and said, ‘Well, Mr. Terror, what do you think you can do to me?’ It fled and I swam on. 
  Q.31. Who is ‘I’ here?
   (A) William Douglas  (B) Anees Jung
   (C) Khushwant Singh (D) Kamala Das 
  Q.32. Who is being addressed to as Mr. Terror? 
   (A) Coach  (B) Young boy
   (C) Water (D) None of these
  Q.33. Why did the narrator laugh?
   (A) Happy-go-lucky nature (B) Mocking Mr. Terror
   (C) Confident of defeating Mr. Terror (D) All of these
  Q.34. Why did Mr. Terror leave?
   (A) Could intimidate the narrator. (B) Could not make the narrator beg for help.
   (C) Could brighten up the narrator. (D) Could not frighten the narrator.
  Q.35. What do you think the speaker is trying to do?
   (A) Challenging his fear (B) Becoming self confident
   (C) Overcome his fears (D) All of the above
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  But neither of them moved. They were staring with a curious repulsion upon the inert figure.
  Q.36. Who are ‘they’ here?
   (A) Hana and her husband  (B) Mrs. and Mr. Harley 
   (C) Kamala Das and her mother (D) Maria and her brother
  Q.37. Who were ‘they’ staring at with great repulsion?
   (A) White man belonging to USA (B) White man belonging to UK 
   (C) Dark man belonging to Nigeria (D) Fair complexioned fellow Japanese
  Q.38. What was the state of the ‘inert figure‘?
   (A) Dead  (B) Unconscious
   (C) Dizzy (D) In good spirits
  Q.39. What does ‘inert‘ mean here?
   (A) Healthy (B) Smiling
   (C) Self-contained (D) Motionless
  Q.40. Why did Dr. Sadao treat the soldier when he was from enemy’s nationality ?
   (A) He was a doctor (B) It was against his professional ethics
   (C) as a doctor he could not let anyone die (D) All of these

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Perhaps the Earth can teach us 
  as when everything seems dead 
  and later proves to be alive.
  Now I’ll count up to twelve 
  and you keep quiet and I will go. 
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  Q.41. Name the poet.
   (A) Kamala Das (B) Pablo Neruda
   (C) Adrienne  Rich (D) John Keats
  Q.42. What does the Earth teach us?
   (A) Stillness does not mean inactivity. (B) Stillness is the essence of life.
   (C) Stillness is the most beautiful thing. (D) Stillness is inevitable.
  Q.43. What does the poet want to achieve by counting up to twelve?
   (A) To recollect counting (B) To waste time
   (C) To control anger (D) To introspect
  Q.44. Which of these is an example of what now seems to be dead but later becomes alive? 
   (A) Seed (B) Earth
   (C) Water (D) Counting
  Q.45. Who is 'I' in this extract?
   (A) Stephen Spender (B) Pablo Neruda
   (C) Kamala Das (D) John Keats
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  ‘‘What shall we do with this man?’’ Sadao muttered. But his trained hands seemed of their own will to 

be doing what they could to stanch the fearful bleeding.
  Q.46. Who was Sadao?
   (A) Japanese army captain (B) Japanese surgeon 
   (C) American traitor (D) American spy
  Q.47. Why was the man bleeding?
   (A) Gun wound (B) Knife cut 
   (C) Arm decapitated  (D) Ear severed
  Q.48. What did Dr. Sadao do to stop the bleeding?
   (A) Bandaged the wound  (B) Packed the wound with sea moss
   (C) Left it as it is (D) None of these
  Q.49. What did Sadao and his wife decide to do later?
   (A) Put him back into the sea (B) Hand him over to the police
   (C) Give him shelter at their home (D) Admit him to the nearest hospital
  Q.50. Where did Sadao find this man?
   (A)  Outside his house (B) At the battlefield
   (C) In the park (D) Hiding in his house
IX. Attempt the following:

 Q.51. Which of the following places is the most scary for swimming?

(1) (2)

(3) (4)
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 (A) Image 1 (B) Image 2
 (C) Image 3 (D) Image 4

 Q.52. What moral does the story, ‘The Last Lesson’, impart through its events and characters?
 (A) It provides ways to lose one’s identity and community.
 (B) It provides strategies for resistance and protection of one’s identity and community.
 (C) It provides strategies for surrender and ways to safeguard one’s identity.
 (D) It provides strategies to camouflage one’s identity and protect the community.

 Q.53. The chap that threw me in was saying, “But I was only fooling.” Choose the option mentioning 
the personality traits of this ‘chap’.

 1. Influential  2. Reckless 
  3. Authoritarian  4. Manipulative 
  5. Insensitive 
 (A) 1, 2, 4   (B) 2, 4, 5
 (C) 2, 3, 5 (D) 1, 3, 5
Q.54. What was the significance of ‘garbage’ for the parents of Saheb?
 (A) It was a source of entertainment. (B) It was the only means of survival.
 (C) It was a thing of beauty. (D) It was status symbol for them.

 Q.55. all I did was smile and smile and 
  smile......
 What is the indication given by repetition here?
 (A) Life is full of false promises, fake smiles and temporary joy.
 (B) The poet was very happy.
 (C) The poet’s mother was very happy.
 (D) All of the above.

 Q.56. For Franz, going to school appears to be ___________ and studying, ___________.
 (A) satisfactory, forced labour (B) slogging, waste of time
 (C) drudgery, sheer boredom (D) enthusiastic, very exciting

 Q.57. Which literary device do you find in the name, ‘Saheb-e-Alam’? 
 (A) Simile  (B) Hyperbole 
 (C) Metaphor  (D) Irony

 Q.58. What type of expression is- ‘future’s painted with a fog’?
 (A) Metaphorical (B) Hyperbolical
 (C) Picturesque (D) Personified

 Q.59. ‘The World’ mentioned in ‘Third Level’ is ________________.
 (A) a monument (B) a secret chamber
 (C) a newspaper (D) an office building
Q.60. Charley escaped from the third level because _______________________________________________. 
 (A) the clerk threatened Charley to get him arrested.
 (B) the clerk threatened to kill him
 (C) the clerk attempted murderous assault on him
 (D) the clerk harassed him

nnn
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READING

I. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 
(1) Thackeray reached Kittur along with a small British army force and a few of his officers and their 

family members. He thought that the very presence of the British on the outskirts of Kittur would terrorise 
the rulers and people of Kittur, and that they would lay down their arms. He was quite confident that he 
would be able to crush the revolt in no time. During the afternoon and evening of 20th October, the British 
soldiers were busy making arrangements for these camps. 

(2) On the 21st morning, Thackeray sent his political assistant to Kittur fort to obtain a written assurance 
from all the important officers of Kittur rendering them answerable for the security of the treasury of Kittur. 
They, accordingly, met Sardar Gurusiddappa and other officers of Kittur and asked them to comply with the 
orders of Thackeray. They did not know that the people were in a defiant mood. The commanders of Kittur 
dismissed the agent’s orders as no documents could be signed without sanction from Rani Chennamma. 

(3) Thackeray was enraged and sent for the commander of the Horse Artillery to capture the 
commanders of the Desai’s army. When the Horse Artillery stormed into the fort, Sardar Gurusiddappa, 
who had kept his men on full alert, promptly commanded his men to repel and chase them away. The 
Kittur forces made a bold front and overpowered the British soldiers. Rani’s soldiers chased them out of the 
fort, killing a few of them until they retreated to their camps on the outskirts.

(4) The Kittur soldiers captured about forty persons and brought them to the palace. These included 
twelve children and a few women from the British officer’s camp. When they were brought in the presence 
of the Rani, she ordered the soldiers to be imprisoned. For the women and children, she had only gentleness 
and admonished her soldiers for taking them into custody. At her orders, these women and children were 
taken inside the palace safely and given food and shelter. Rani came down from her throne, patted the 
children lovingly and told them that no harm would come to them. 

4
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(5) Seeing the noble gesture of the Rani, Thackeray was moved. He thought of trying to persuade 
her to enter into an agreement with the British to stop all hostilities in lieu of an inam (prize) of eleven 
villages. His offer was dismissed with a gesture of contempt. She had no wish to meet Thackeray. That night 
she called Sardar Gurusiddappa and other leading Sardars, and after discussing all the issues came to the 
conclusion that there was no point in meeting Thackeray who had come with an army to threaten Kittur 
into submission to British sovereignty.
On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer any eight out of ten questions given 
below with the help of the options that follow:  
Q.1. British women and children came to Kittur to: 
 (A) visit Kittur (B) enjoy life in tents 
 (C) stay in the palace (D) give company to the army officers 
Q.2. Why did Thackeray NOT come to Kittur?
 (A) To crush the revolt
 (B) To terrorise the rulers 
 (C) To extend helping hand to the people of Kittur.
 (D) To make people and rulers lay down their arms.
Q.3. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the correct option as to why Kittur officials 

refused to give the desired assurance to Thackeray?
(1)  No documents could be signed without sanction from Rani Chennamma 
(2) People were in dilemma
(3) Kittur focus could make a bold front 
(4) People were in a defiant mood

 (A) 1 and 2 (B) 2 and 4
 (C) 2 and 3 (D) 1 and 4
Q.4. What happened to the Horse Artillery?
 (A) It couldn’t storm into Sardar Gurusiddappa
 (B) Kittur forces restrained from bold attack
 (C)  When the Horse Artillery stormed into the fort, men were commanded to chase them away.
 (D) All of these
Q.5. Select the reason/reasons to show that Rani was a noble queen.
 (A) She provided food and shelter to women and children.
 (B) She was very gentle towards them.
 (C) She sent them a word of their safety.
 (D) All of these
Q.6. How would the British women have felt after meeting the Rani?
 (A) Inspired (B) Full of gratitude
 (C) Relieved and pleased  (D) All of these
Q.7. Choose the option that lists the correct sequence of the process.

1. Refusal by Rani to meet Thackeray.
2. Considered pointless to meet him
3. Thackeray had come with an army
4.  He came with an intention to threaten Kittur into submission 

 (A) 3, 4, 2, 1 (B) 1, 3, 4, 2
 (C) 3, 1, 4, 2 (D) 4, 3, 1, 2
Q.8. Which of these words covey the meaning of ‘captured’? (para 3)
 (A) To let off (B) To apprehend 
 (C) To free (D) To throw
Q.9. Which of the following sentences convey the meaning of ‘issue’ in the same manner as it is used in 

the above passage (para 6)?
 (A) She is expecting an issue.
 (B) Last night, she issued a statement, denying the allegations.
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 (C) Staff will be issued new uniforms. 
 (D) All are free to express their views on political issues.
Q.10. Thackeray was a/an: 
 (A) British tourist  (B) Army officer 
 (C) Advisor to the Rani of Kittur (D) Treasury officer

II. Read the passage given below: 
(1) Whaling is the hunting of whales for food and oil. Whaling was once conducted around the 

world by seafaring nations in pursuit of the giant animals that seemed as limitless as the oceans in which 
they swam. However, since the mid-20th century, when whale populations began to drop catastrophically, 
whaling has been conducted on a very limited scale. It is now the subject of great scrutiny, both by formal 
regulatory bodies and by non-governmental organizations.

(2) Whaling has been documented in many sources—from Neolithic cave art to present-day annual 
reports of the International Whaling Commission. Prehistoric inhabitants of far northern coastal regions, 
lacking adequate agriculture, developed successful whaling techniques using Stone Age weapons. By the 
time the Inuit (Eskimo) of eastern and western North America were first encountered by Europeans, they 
had already mastered whale hunting, and many Inuit methods were used as recently as 1900. For the Inuit, 
a captured whale supplied food, fuel and light; sinews provided cordage and bones were used for tools and 
construction. Not until the 20th century, when floating factory ships came into use, did other civilizations 
succeed in the same efficient use of the whole carcass. Elsewhere, from the first intensive hunting of whales 
in the early 17th century to the early 20th century, little more than blubber and baleen was used, and the 
remainder of the animal was discarded. Each successive discovery of new whaling grounds resulted in the 
near disappearance of a particular species. The efficiency of modern hunting methods hastened this trend.

(3) International whaling developed in stages that were determined by changing demand, 
diminishing stocks and advancing technology. A lengthy primitive stage eventually led to commercial 
whaling; new markets and technical and chemical advances then produced modern whaling, which led to 
virtual extinction of the quarry and a return to a primitive stage. The commercial stages were dominated 
overwhelmingly by northern Europeans and Americans—first the Dutch, then the British and Americans, 
and finally the Norwegians and British. Only at the very end, when Europeans no longer found the trade 
profitable, did they surrender the remaining whales to the Russians and Japanese.

(4) The graph below shows number of two common types of whales in Antarctica between 1985 and 
2010.
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. When did the whale populations start dropping largely?
 (A) Beginning of 19th century (B) Mid 20th century
 (C) Early 21st century (D) Just recently
Q.12. What is the earliest documented source of whaling?
 (A) Paleolithic cave art (B) Mesolithic cave art
 (C) Neolithic cave art (D)  Monolithic cave art
Q.13. Who are Inuits?
 (A) The whales predominantly found in Antarctica
 (B) The people predominantly found in Antarctica
 (C) The people living in cold areas of eastern and western North America
 (D) The people living in cold areas of Siberian desert in Russia
Q.14. Who started the commercial whaling?
 (A) Dutch (B) British
 (C) Russians (D) Japanese
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Q.15 Which of these pictorials represent the correct relationship between hunting of Minke whales and Sei 
whales in 1990?

 (A) Option 1 

Sei Minke

 (B) Option 2 

Sei Minke

 (C) Option 3 

Sei Minke

 (D) Option 4 

Sei Minke

Q.16. Which of these pictorials represent the correct relationship between hunting of Minke whales and Sei 
whales in 1995?

 (A) Option 1 

Sei Minke

 (B) Option 2 

Sei Minke

 (C) Option 3 

Sei Minke

 (D) Option 4 

Sei Minke

Q.17. In the year 1985, the difference between the number of Minke Whales hunted and Sei Whales hunted 
was _________________.

 (A) 1000 (B) 15000
 (C) 16000 (D) 14000
Q.18. What are whales hunted for?
 (A) Food  (B) Oil
 (C) Both (A) and (B)  (D) Neither (A) nor (B)

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.

  Fill the Format of the Notice correctly.

 FORMAT    

(19) ______________
NOTICE

DATE
HEADING

This is to bring into your kind notice………………………………………………….…
Date:
Time:
Venue:

For more details contact the undersigned.
(20) ______________
(21) ______________
Designation
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Q.19. (A) Name of the issuing authority (B) Purpose of the Notice
 (C) Name of the Organisation (D) Name of the target group
Q.20. (A) Name of the issuing authority (B) Signature of the issuing authority
 (C) Date (D) Name of the target group
Q.21. (A) Name of the issuing authority (B) Signature of the issuing authority
 (C) Date (D) Name of the target group
Q.22. Which of the following is the most suitable way to start a Notice?
 (A) Through the column of... (B) This is to inform you...
 (C) Through the medium of your newspaper... (D) May I have your attention please...
Q.23. While writing the subject/ heading which of the following shouldn't be capitalised?
 (A) Preposition (B) Conjunction
 (C) Articles (D) All of these
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given.

 Q.24. Which of the following is a characteristic of the block format of a Formal Letter?
 (A) There is no indentation.
 (B) Use of punctuation marks is dispensed within the block format.
 (C) Each block begins with the margin on left hand side.
 (D) All of these 
Q.25. Which of the following is a part of Formal Letter but not Informal Letter?
 (A) Date (B) Salutation
 (C) Subject (D) Subscription

A book fair was organized in your city, Bhopal. Thousands of people including a large number of students 
visited the fair. It aroused a great interest in reading and buying books. You want that such book fairs 
are held in other cities of the state also to promote the habit of reading. Write a letter in 120-150 words to 
the editor of a local newspaper giving your views. You are Navtej/ Navita, F-112 Malviya Nagar, Bhopal.
 (26) ______________
 (27) ______________
 (28) ______________
 Subject : Book fairs are a bliss for mankind 
 (29) ______________ 
 Recently, a book fair has been conducted in the city. Your newspaper had given a wide and a quality 

coverage to the book fair. It was a great pleasure to understand that the book fair was attended by 
thousands of persons which included a huge number of students also. The publishers are also happy 
that they have got such a good response from the public. 

 In the world, where internet has conquered everyone, it is very surprising to find people still 
interested in books. Going to a book fair and showing enthusiasm is remarkable indeed. I also visited 
the book fair. When I first went there, I did not expect there crowd at the book fair as nowadays very 
few people read books and that too at the release of e-books. However, as I entered, I could still see 
the excitement in the people After seeing this, I felt people should know that the essence of reading 
from a book in your hand has still not gone. The different smell of each book is one of its kind which 
is not available in an e-book. 

 Through the column of your esteemed newspaper, I want to bring it to the attention of the organisers 
to organise such book fairs in other cities of the state also. 

 (30) ______________

Q.26. (A) From (B) To, 
  F-112 Malviya Nagar  F-112 Malviya Nagar
  Bhopal  Bhopal
 (C) The Editor (D) F-112 Malviya Nagar
  The Real Times  Bhopal
  Bhopal
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Q.27. (A) March 23 20XX (B) March 20XX, 23
 (C) 23 March 20XX (D) 23.3.2021
Q.28. (A) From (B) The Editor, 
  F-112 Malviya Nagar  The Real Times
  Bhopal  Bhopal
 (C) 23.3.20XX (D) 23 March 20XX
Q.29. (A) Dear Sir (B) Dearest Sir
 (C) Sir (D) My Dear Sir
Q.30. (A) Your Truly (B) Yours truly
 (C) yours truly (D) your truely

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.

Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 

  My introduction to the Y.M.C.A. swimming pool revived unpleasant memories and stirred childish 
fears. But in a little while I gathered confidence. I paddled with my new water wings, watching the 
other boys and trying to learn by aping them. I did this two or three times on different days and was 
just beginning to feel at ease in the water when the misadventure happened.

  Q.31. From which story have these lines been taken?

   (A) The Portrait of a Lady (B) Should Wizard Hit Mommy?

   (C) Deep Water (D) The Enemy

  Q.32. How did the author try to learn swimming? 

   (A) Self-learning at Yakima river (B) Joined Y.M.C.A. pool

   (C) Learned from friends (D) Learned from a website

  Q.33. What change did the author feel after sometime?

   (A) Gained confidence (B) Felt fear

   (C) Started hating water (D) None of these

  Q.34. What misadventure the author is referring to?

   (A) Tossed by a boy in pool. (B) Lost balance and fell into Yakima river.

   (C) Saw a friend drowning in water. (D) Chased by a crocodile when under water.

  Q.35. Which word in the extract means, 'copying'?

   (A) Paddled (B) Aping

   (C) Ease (D) Watching

VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  To make sure, I walked over to a newsboy and glanced at the stack of papers at his feet. It was ‘The 
World;’ and ‘The World’ hasn’t been published for years.

  Q.36. What is ‘The World’ in the above lines?

   (A) Journal (B) Newspaper

   (C) Fashion magazine (D) Doctor’s manual

  Q.37. Where did he see ‘The World’?

   (A) The Third Level (B) In the hands of the enemy

   (C) Inside the grandfather’s cupboard (D) None of these
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  Q.38. What other things did ‘I’ see there?
   (A) Outdated locomotive (B) Old-fashioned clothes
   (C) Fewer ticket windows (D) All of these 
  Q.39. How did Charley confirm the specific date of the era that he had gone into? 
   (A) Public Library files (B) Consulting a museum
   (C) Reading a journal (D) Consulting an astrologer
  Q.40. Why did the narrator’s mind create ‘The Third Level’?
   (A) As he wished to visit Galesburg. 
   (B) As his friends had gone there and he wanted to meet them.
   (C) As he was an architect.
   (D) As he was under stress and was experiencing anxiety.

  VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  On sour cream walls, donations, Shakespeare’s head,
  Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities. 
  Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open–handed map 
  Awarding the world its world. And yet, for these 
  Children, these windows, not this map, their world, 
  Where all their future’s painted with a fog,  
  Q.41. What does the expression ‘sour cream walls’ suggest?
   (A) Display of donated artefacts on the walls (B) Badly maintained walls
   (C) Wall-to-wall furniture (D) A poor choice of paint for walls
  Q.42. The map of the world in the classroom symbolizes :
   (A) hopes and aspirations of the children.
   (B) travel plans of the school authorities.
   (C) a world that is unconnected to the children.
   (D) interconnectivity within the world.
  Q.43. The expression, ‘Shakespeare’s head’ is an  example of:
   (A) Pun (B) Satire
   (C) Parody (D) Irony
  Q.44. In the extract, ‘future’s painted with a fog’ suggests that the :
   (A) classroom is as foggy as the paint on the walls.
   (B) beautiful valleys are not a part of the children’s future.
   (C) life ahead for the slum children is as unclear and hazy as fog.
   (D) fog often finds itself in the classrooms through broken windows.
  Q.45. Which of the following figure of speech dominate in this stanza?
   (A) Transferred Epithet (B) Simile
   (C) Imagery (D) Personification
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  I’ve been in and out of Grand Central hundreds of times, but I’m always bumping into new doorways 

and stairs and corridors. Once, I got into a tunnel about a mile long and came out in the lobby of the 
Roosevelt Hotel. Another time, I came up in an office building on Forty–sixth Street, three blocks away.

  Q.46. From which story have these lines been taken?
   (A) Should Wizard Hit Mommy? (B) The Enemy
   (C) The Third Level (D) On the Face of It
  Q.47. Why does Charley say it is easy to get lost at the Grand Central Station?
   (A) Due to complex network of passages (B) Due to too much crowd
   (C) Due to wrong directions on the platform (D) Due to lack of staff
  Q.48. How did Charley land up at the third level of the Grand Central Station?
   (A) Took a shortcut to the third level (B) Misguided by the station master
   (C) Lost his way inside the tunnel (D) None of these
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  Q.49. What does Charley compare Grand Central Station to? 
   (A) Mountain (B) Tree
   (C) River (D) Ocean
  Q.50. “The fast growing Grand Central station at times seems to be a maze to Charley.”
   This line points to which incident in the story?
   (A) Charley loses his way at Grand Central. (B) Charley's plan for a journey not realised.
   (C) Charley reached the Third Level.  (D) Charley came back after travelling in time.
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. How did the author overcome his fear of water?
 (A) He got professional help along with peer pressure.
 (B) He opted for professional help along with self-determination.
 (C) Due to peer pressure but intense family support too.
 (D) Due to collective forced efforts of family and friends.

 Q.52. What was freedom for Saheb?
 (A) Rag picking (B) Playing tennis
 (C) Earning 800 bucks at the tea stall (D) Possessing torn tennis shoes

 Q.53. The practice of _____________ is highlighted in the story, ‘The Last Lesson’. 
 (A) Male chauvinism (B) Linguistic chauvinism
 (C) Power of speech (D) Power of education
Q.54. Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE about rag pickers in the outskirts of Delhi. 
 (A) Children equally contribute to rag picking as their parents.
 (B) Rag picking has perfected itself as a proficiency and form of a skill.
 (C) Ragpickers live in rickety shanties of Seemapuri.
 (D) The ragpickers settle down in a place permanently. 

 Q.55. What did M. Hamel do to keep everyone absorbed in the last lesson?
 (A) He brought new copies for everyone. (B) He dressed exceptionally well.
 (C) He kept his ruler under his arm. (D) All of the above.

 Q.56. Which of the following quotes stand true for Douglas?

(1) (2)

(3) (4)
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 (A) Image 1 (B) Image 2
 (C) Image 3 (D) Image 4

 Q.57. Which of the following pictures depict the real meaning of ‘Keeping Quiet’?

(i) (ii)

(iii) (iv)

 (A) Picture i, iv (B) Picture ii, iv
 (C) Picture iii, iv (D) All of these

 Q.58. ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’ is a ___________________ poem.
 (A) political (B) confessional
 (C) traditional (D) cultural

 Q.59. What instructions did Dr. Sadao give to the American soldier before leaving? 
 (A) To give signal when food was over.  (B) He must eat raw fish. 
 (C) He shouldn’t kindle the fire at any cost.  (D) All of these. 
Q.60. “Those scars,” she murmured, lifting her eyes to Sadao. 
 The ‘scars’ DO NOT indicate: 
 (A) Torture executed on prisoners of war. (B) Dominance of Japan over America. 
 (C) The pursuit for authority in war. (D) The gossips of cruelty often heard.   

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I. Read the passage given below:  
 (1)  A fisherman, enfeebled with age, could no longer go out to sea, so he began fishing in the river. 

Every morning he would go down to the river and sit there fishing the whole day long. In the 
evening, he would sell whatever he had caught, buy food for himself and go home. It was a hard 
life for an old man. One hot afternoon while he was trying to keep awake and bemoaning his fate, 
a large bird with silvery feathers alighted on a rock near him. It was Kaha, the heavenly bird ‘Have 
you no one to care for you, grandpa?’ asked the bird ‘Not a soul’. ‘You should not be doing such 
work at your age’, said the bird ‘From now on I will bring you a big fish every evening. You can sell 
it and live in comfort’. True to her word, the bird began to drop a large fish at his doorstep every 
evening. All that the fisherman had to do was take it to the market and sell it. As big fish were in 
great demand, he was soon rolling in money. He bought a cottage near the sea, with a garden 
around it and engaged a servant to cook for him. His wife had died some years earlier. He had 
decided to marry again and began to look for a suitable woman.

 (2)  One day he heard the royal courtier make an announcement. 'Our king has news of a great bird 
called Kaha,’ said the courtier. ‘Whoever can give information about this bird and help catch it, will 
be rewarded with half the gold in the royal treasury and half the kingdom!’ The fisherman was 
sorely tempted by the reward, Half the kingdom would make him a prince!

 (3)  ‘Why does the king want the bird?’ he asked, ‘He has lost his sight,’ explained the courtier. ‘A wise 
man has advised him to bathe his eyes with the blood of Kaha. Do you know where can she be 
found?’ ‘No…I mean …no, no…’ Torn between greed and his sense of gratitude towards the bird, 
the fisherman could not give a coherent reply. The courtier, sensing that he knew something about 
the bird, informed the king. The king had him brought to the palace.

 (4)  ‘If you have information about the bird, tell me,’ urged the king. ‘I will reward you handsomely 
and if you help catch her, I will personally crown you king of half my domain’. ‘I will get the bird for 
you,’ cried the fisherman, suddenly making up his mind ‘But Kaha is strong. I will need help’. The 
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king sent a dozen soldiers with him. That evening when the bird came with the fish, the fisherman 
called out her to wait. ‘You drop the fish and go and I never get a chance to thank you for all that 
you’ve done for me,’ he said ‘Today I have laid out a feast for you inside. Please alight and come 
in’. Kaha was reluctant to accept the invitation but the fisherman pleaded so earnestly that she 
finally gave in, and alighted The moment she was on the ground, the fisherman grabbed one of her 
legs and shouted to the soldiers hiding in his house to come out. They rushed to his aid, but their 
combined effort could not keep Kaha down.

 (5)  She rose into the air with the fisherman still clinging onto her leg. By the time he realised he was 
being carried away, the fisherman was too high in the air to let go. He hung on grimly, and neither 
he nor Kaha were ever seen again.

Based on your understanding of the above passage, answer any eight out of ten questions given below by 
choosing the most appropriate option:  

Q.1. Why was the king desperately looking for Kaha, the bird?
  (A) The king wanted a pet bird.
  (B) A wise man advised the king to capture the bird for good luck.
  (C) Kaha was the only heavenly bird with silvery feathers.
  (D) The king was blind and required Kaha’s blood for his eyes.
Q.2. Why did the bird volunteer to bring fish for the old man?
  (A) The old man was inexperienced at fishing.
  (B) The bird took pity on the old man and wanted to help him.
  (C) The bird had caught more fish than required.
  (D) The bird wanted to make the old man rich.
Q.3. What led the courtier to sense that the fisherman might know something about Kaha?
  (A) The courtier had observed Kaha alight at the fisherman’s house every evening.
  (B) The courtier had seen the fisherman talk to Kaha.
  (C) The fisherman fumbled when asked about Kaha.
  (D) Word went around that the fisherman was in contact with Kaha.
Q.4.  Which of the following is not true about Kaha?
  (A) Kaha was a very considerate bird.
  (B) The blood of Kaha was precious.
  (C) Kaha was a strong bird.
  (D) Kaha saved the fisherman from the King’s wrath.
Q.5.  Why did the fisherman stammer when asked if he knew about the bird?
  (A) The fisherman thought he was going to be punished for living off the bird.
  (B) He was thrilled he would be able to help the king.
  (C) He already knew about the reward that was being offered.
  (D) He was conflicted between the king’s reward and his gratitude towards the bird.
Q.6.  Pick out the correct meaning of the phrase 'rolling in money'?
  (A) To have a large amount of money
  (B) To waste the money
  (C) To invest the money
  (D) To have no idea of money being possessed
Q.7.  The bird _____________ along with the fisherman clinging on to her leg.
  (A) chirped (B) flew away
  (C) was captured (D) was caged
Q.8.  Pick out the word or phrase from the passage opposite in meaning to ‘take off ’ (as used in Para 1).
  (A) Go out (B) Go down
  (C) Alight (D) Rolling
Q.9.  Pick out the word/phrase from the passage opposite in meaning to ‘released’ (as used in Para 4).
  (A) Catch (B) Grabbed
  (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
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Q.10. Whom did the king send with the fisherman to catch Kaha?
  (A) His son  (B) His soldiers
 (C) His hunters  (D) Other fishermen
II. Read the passage given below:  
 (1) A new dimension of women in politics emerged in recent years all over the world. More and more 

women have now been entering into politics. Conventional politics reflected male concerns and 
hence, women were notably absent in politics.

 (2) Welfare policies have been constructed and reinforced women’s traditional position as wives and 
mothers. Women have struggled over issues affecting them, especially their rights to property and 
vote in the 19th century.

 (3) In India, reform movements before and after independence have helped the women to gain some 
power in politics also. After independence they have achieved an unprecedented political break-
through with the reservation of seats for them in panchayats and other public bodies.

 (4) It is heartening to note that Indian women were among the earliest to get their political rights (right 
to vote) without any political movement like in The United States and many Western countries. 
They were among the foremost to take active part in politics even in pre-independence times.

 (5) Indian women have a distinction to become UNO Secretary (Vijay Laxmi Pandit), Prime Minister 
(Indira Gandhi), Chief Minister (Sucheta Kriplani, Jayalalitha, Uma Bharati, Mayawati and 
Vasundhara Raje) and even President (Pratibha Patil).

 (6) A recent study was conducted to understand the status of women in politics across the world. The 
graph below proves that even in the 21st century, the status of women is not equal to that of men 
when it comes to occupying high positions in various occupations.
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option. 

Q.11. What is the theme of the passage?
  (A) Women empowerment
  (B) Involvement of women in politics
  (C) Involvement of women in employment opportunities
  (D) Gender inequality
Q.12. ___________ politics reflected male concerns.
  (A) Conventional  (B) Modern
  (C) Neo-modern  (D) None of these
Q.13. Which traditional positions of women have been reinforced?
  (A) Mother    (B) Wife
  (C) Both (A) and (B)  (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
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Q.14. Pick out the right of women which was a question of struggle in the 19th century.
  (A) Right to vote  (B) Right to worship
  (C) Right to work  (D) None of these
Q.15. Where have been the seats reserved for the women after the independence?
  (A) Panchayats   (B) Schools
  (C) Colleges   (D) All of these
Q.16. Which of these pictorial representation represents the true relationship between America and Asia in 

regard to participation of women in national parliament?
  

(A) Option 1 

America Asia

 
(B) Option 2 

America Asia

  

(C) 

 

Option 3 

America Asia

 
(D) Option 4 

America Asia

Q.17. Which of these pie diagram sections represent the participation of women in National Parliament in 
sub-Saharan African countries?

  (A) Option 1  (B) Option 2   

  (C) Option 3   (D) Option 4   

Q.18. Name the only woman Prime Minister of India.
  (A) Mayawati    (B) Indira Gandhi
  (C) Uma Bharti   (D) Pratibha Patil

WRTING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
  You are Vinod/Vineeta, General Manager, Global Solutions, Meerut. You want to rent a bungalow 

to be used as a guest house. It should have all the modern amenities. Draft a suitable advertisement 
in not more than 50 words to be published in a local newspaper. 

(19) ______________
Global Solutions, Meerut is in need of a posh bungalow. The company wishes to lease the bungalow 
for a period of 20 years as guest house. Preference to (20) ___________ surroundings. Location near 
the airport / railway station. (21) ___________ negotiable. Interested parties may contact: Vineeta, 
General Manager, Global Solutions, Meerut at 880XXXX123 or vineeta_gm@gsolutions.com.

Q.19.  (A) Situation Vacant (B) To-let
 (C) Required (D) Situation Wanted
Q.20.  (A) quite (B) quiet
 (C) silence (D) noisy
Q.21.  (A) Salary (B) Remuneration
 (C) Charges (D) Rent
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Q.22. Where is the writer's signature placed in the Notice?
 (A) Above the name of the writer. (B) Below the name of the writer.
 (C) After the Heading of the Notice. (D) After the designation of the writer.
Q.23. What is not mentioned in the 'Found' Notice?
 (A) Place where the object was found.
 (B) Detailed description of the object. 
 (C) Name of the person who found the object. 
 (D) Place from where the object can be collected back.
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
 The word ‘father’ is synonymous with strict discipline, etc. but it is not completely true. The father 

fulfils his responsibilities affectionately for the family. Write an article in 150-200 words on the 
topic, ‘Role of father in the family.’ You are Dhruv/Deepa.  [Outside Delhi Set I, II, 2020]

(24) _________________ 
–by Dhruv

 (25) _________________ that can’t be played by others. This role can have (26) __________ and it helps 
shape him/ her into the person they become in future. 

 It is not completely true that ‘father’ is (27) _____________. In fact like mother, he is (28) ________ in 
the development of a child’s emotional well-being. Children look to their father to lay down the rules 
and enforce them. They also look to their father, to provide them a feeling of security- both physical 
and emotional. Children want to make their father proud and an involved father promotes inner 
growth and strength. 

 (29) __________________, it greatly affects a child’s cognitive and social development. It also instils 
an overall sense of well-being and self-confidence. The father not only fulfils his responsibilities 
affectionately for the family but also sets the pattern in relationships which will, in turn be 
(30) __________________ other people in society.

Q.24. (A) Role of father in the family (B) Father in the family
 (C) Role of father (D) Role of the family
Q.25.  (A) Father plays a significant role in his child’s life
 (B) Father played a sincere role in his childs life
 (C) Father plays a sincere role in his child’s life
 (D) Father played a significant role in his child’s life
Q.26. (A) large impact on a child (B) a large impact on the child
 (C) large impact at the child (D) a large impact in the child
Q.27.  (A) synonym with lenient discipline only (B) synonym to strict discipline only
 (C) synonymous with strict discipline only (D) synonymous to lenient discipline only
Q.28.  (A) a rock (B) a stand
 (C) a wall (D) a pillar
Q.29.  (A) Studies shows that when father are affectionate and supportive
 (B) Studies show that when a father is affectionate and supportive
 (C) Studies showed that if a father is affectionated and supported
 (D) Studies show that when a father is affectionately and supportively
Q.30.  (A) reflecting to how his children related with
 (B) reflected to how his children relatively with
 (C) reflected by how his children relate with
 (D) reflecting by how his children relatively with

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  Then all efforts ceased. I relaxed. Even my legs felt limp; and a blackness swept over my brain. It wiped 

out fear; it wiped out terror. There was no more panic. It was quiet and peaceful. Nothing to be afraid 
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of. This is nice... to be drowsy... to go to sleep... no need to jump... too tired to jump... it’s nice to be 
carried gently... to float along in space... tender arms around me... tender arms like Mother’s... now I 
must go to sleep... I crossed to oblivion, and the curtain of life fell. 

  Q.31. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below.
   Statement 1: The author tried his best to jump out of water.
   Statement 2: After a while, the author was not anxious in water.
   (A) If Statement 1 is the cause, Statement 2 is the effect.
   (B) If Statement 1 is the effect, Statement 2 is the cause.
   (C) Both the statements are the effects of a common cause.
   (D) Both the statements are the effects of independent causes.
  Q.32. The ‘curtain of life fell’ corresponds to an aspect of:
   (A) Geometry (B) History
   (C) Sports (D) Drama
  Q.33. The purpose of using “…” in the above passage is to:
   (A) show omission (B) indicate pauses
   (C) shorten a dialogue (D) replace an idea
  Q.34. Which option indicates that the poet lost consciousness?
   (A) ‘It was quiet and peaceful’. (B) ‘I crossed to oblivion.’
   (C) ‘Tender arms like Mother’s.’ (D) ‘It wiped out fear.’ 
  Q.35. "It wiped out fear, it wiped out terror." What is 'it' here?
   (A) Conscious state (B) Unconscious state
   (C) Deep sleep induced by a psychiatrist. (D) Unable to think properly.
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  In the afternoon, the second thing happened. Hana, working hard on unaccustomed labour, saw a 

messenger come to the door in official uniform.
  Q.36. Which day had two things happened?
   (A) The day the war broke.
   (B) The day of the arrival of the American prisoner. 
   (C) The day Japan won the war.
   (D) The seventh day after the arrival of the American prisoner.
  Q.37. What was the second thing that happened on the very day?
   (A) His servants left (B) General sent him a message
   (C) Received a message from the office (D) None of these
  Q.38. Which of the following was giving trouble to the General?
   (A) Liver  (B) Heart
   (C) Gall bladder (D) Lungs
  Q.39. Why was Hana working in spite of having servants?
   (A) The servants were on leave. (B) The servants had gone to buy groceries.
   (C) The servants had left the job. (D) The servants had died.
 Q.40. Sadao and Hana have a moral compass which urges them to save the prisoner’s life paving way 

for _________________.   
   (A) a harmonious society (B) a liberal nation 
   (C) equal rights for everyone (D) global help

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
   Now we will count to twelve
  and we will all keep still.
  For once on the face of the Earth 
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  Let’s not speak in any language,
  Let’s stop for one second and not move our arms so much. 
  Q.41. What is the significance of the number ‘twelve’?
   (A) Measure of distance (B) Measure of capacity
   (C) Measure of gravity (D) Measure of time
  Q.42. Which two activities does the poet want us to stop?
   (A) Speak and Move (B) Move and Eat
   (C) Speak and Dance (D) Move and Sleep
  Q.43. What does the poet mean by ‘let’s not speak in any language’?
   (A) To be silent (B) To be dump
   (C) To be unconscious (D) To be straight
  Q.44. What is the pun in the word ‘arms’?
   (A) Human organs (B) Destructive weapons
   (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) None of these
  Q.45. Which poetic device can you spot in the last two lines of the stanza?
   (A) Metaphor (B) Simile
   (C) Anaphora (D) Transferred Epithet
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  'I cannot bear for you to touch him,’ she said. ‘We shall have to tell the servants he is here. I will tell 

Yumi now. She can leave the children for a few minutes and she can wash him.’
  Q.46. Who is the speaker of the above lines?
   (A) Dr. Sadao  (B) Hana 
   (C) Bama (D) Kamala Das
  Q.47. Why is 'he' needed to be washed?
   (A) Too dirty (B) Filled with blood
   (C) Covered in oil (D) Body washed with salt water
  Q.48. Who was Yumi?
   (A) Teacher  (B) Colleague
   (C) Servant (D) Doctor
  Q.49. Who did eventually wash ‘he’?
   (A) Dr. Sadao (B) Hana
   (C) Yumi (D) Yumi’s mother
  Q.50. ‘She did not wish to be left alone with the white man.’ 
   Why did Hana feel so, despite having studied in America? 
   (A) being married, it wasn’t appropriate to stay on with a stranger. 
   (B) America and Japan were not supporters in the ongoing World War. 
   (C) He was someone she’d recognised from her past in America.
   (D) Her husband had warned her against the American.
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. What explanation is given by the people, to Anees Jung, for staying barefoot?
 (A) Religious barrier (B) Traditional way of acceptance
 (C) Lack of money (D) Social demarcation

 Q.52. While the class was in motion, why did M. Hamel sit motionless? 
 (A) He wanted to inscribe this classroom scene in his mind.
 (B) He was very tired after giving lecture.
 (C) He was worried about the German attack.
 (D) He was invigilating the test.
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 Q.53. Why did Saheb feel the weight of the steel canister but not that of the plastic bag used for rag 
picking?

 (A) The steel canister was filled with milk which made it heavy.
 (B) The rags were weightless.
 (C) Saheb didn’t like to work on the tea stall.
 (D) All of the above.
Q.54. What suggestion did M. Hamel give to his class full of pupils? 
 (A) To attend the lessons regularly.
 (B) To be focused while learning their language.
 (C) To promote the slogan, ‘Long Live France’.
 (D) To safeguard their language and not let it perish.

 Q.55. Driving from my parent’s
 home to Cochin last Friday
 Why did the poet use ‘last Friday’ specifically?
 (A) To show that the poet had to commence her job from the next week.
 (B) To emphasise overarching idea of things coming to an end.
 (C) To show that the poet travelled on weekends.
 (D) Friday is poet’s favourite day of the week.

 Q.56. Which figure of speech can you spot in, ‘slums as big as doom’.
 (A) Simile (B) Metaphor
 (C) Alliteration (D) Personification 

 Q.57. When the poet wishes to avert her attention from the reminder of ageing and death, she chooses 
to look at “young” trees and “young” children, signifying youth and life. This striking sharp contrast 
accentuates ____________________.

 (A) the poet’s talent to shift the tone from depression to excitement.
 (B) the poet’s ability of being observant.
 (C) the poet’s art of comparison.
 (D) the poet’s desperate attempt to escape harsh realities of life.

 Q.58. The essence of ‘Keeping Quiet’ is based on ____________.
 (A) introspection (B) inspection
 (C) searching (D) looking around

 Q.59. The value of a newly issued stamp increases if it has the post mark of the date of issue on it. 
Therefore, the stamp collectors buy new stamps on the very first day of its sale and paste them on 
self–addressed envelopes and post them. These envelopes are called the ________________________. 

 (A) First–week covers (B) First–hour covers
 (C) First–year covers  (D) First–day covers
Q.60. Sam’s quiet business of hay, feed and grain would give him __________________________________.
 (A) satisfaction and enjoyment (B) peace and contentment
 (C) less profit but more satisfaction (D) more profit but less satisfaction

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1)  The Art of Living is learnt easily by those who are positive and optimistic. From humble and 

simple people to great leaders in history, science or literature, we can learn a lot about the art of 
living, by having a peep into their lives. The daily routines of these great men not only reveal 
their different, maybe unique life styles, but also help us learn certain habits and practices they 
followed. Here are some; read, enjoy and follow in their footsteps as it suits you.

  (2)  A private workplace always helps. Jane Austen asked that a certain squeaky hinge should never 
be oiled so that she always had a warning whenever someone was approaching the room where 
she wrote. William Faulkner, lacking a lock on his study door, detached the doorknob and brought 
it into the room with him. Mark Twain’s family knew better than to breach his study door—they 
would blow a horn to draw him out. Graham Greene went even further, renting a secret office; 
only his wife knew the address and the telephone number. After all, everyone of us needs a 
workplace where we can work on our creation uninterruptedly. Equally we need our private 
space too!

  (3)  A daily walk has always been a source of inspiration. For many artists, a regular stroll was 
essentially a creative inspiration. Charles Dickens famously took three hour walks every afternoon, 
and what he observed on them fed directly into his writing. Tchaikovsky could make do with a 
two-hour jaunt but wouldn’t return a moment early; convinced that doing so would make him 
ill. Ludwig van Beethoven took lengthy strolls after lunch, carrying a pencil and paper with him 
in case inspiration struck. Nineteenth century composer Erik Satie did the same on his long hikes 
from Paris to the working-class suburb where he lived, stopping under street lamps to jot down 
ideas that came on his journey; it’s rumored that when those lamps were turned off during the 
war years, his music declined too. Many great people had limited social life too. One of Simone de 
Beauvoir’s close friends puts it this way, ‘There were no receptions, parties. It was an uncluttered 
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kind of life, a simplicity deliberately constructed so that she could do her work’. To Pablo the idea 
of Sunday was an ‘at home day’.

  (4)  The routines of these thinkers are difficult. Perhaps it is because they are so unattainable. The very 
idea that you can organise your time as you like is out of reach for most of us, so I’ll close with 
a toast to all those who worked with difficulties. Like Francine Prose, who began writing when 
the school bus picked up her children and stopped when it brought them back; or T. S. Eliot, who 
found it much easier to write once he had a day job in a bank than he had as a starving poet and 
even F. Scott Fitzgerald, whose early books were written in his strict schedule as a young military 
officer. Those days were not as interesting as the nights in Paris that came later, but they were 
much more productive and no doubt easier on his liver.

  (5)  Being forced to follow someone else’s routine may irritate, but it makes it easier to stay on the 
path. Whenever we break that trail ourselves or take an easy path of least resistance, perhaps 
what’s most important is that we keep walking.

Based on your understanding of the above passage, answer any eight of the ten questions given below by 
choosing the most appropriate option: 
Q.1. The passage is about: 
 (A) how to practise walking.  (B) walking every day.
 (C) the life of a genius. (D) what we can learn from the routines of geniuses.
Q.2. The writers in the past: 
 (A) followed a perfect daily routine  (B) enjoyed the difficulties of life 
 (C) can teach us a lot  (D) wrote a lot in books 
Q.3. In their daily routines: 
 (A) They had unique life styles.  (B) They read books and enjoyed them. 
 (C) They did not get any privacy.  (D) They did not mind visitors.
Q.4. Beethoven took along with him during his long walk: 
 (A) Pen and paper  (B) Pencil and bag 
 (C) Water bottle  (D) Pencil and paper 
Q.5. Composer Erik Satie used to: 
 (A) Compose music after his walk  (B) Write his ideas under street lamp 
 (C) Sleep immediately after his walk  (D) Have lunch in late evening 
Q.6. When did F. Scott Fitzgerald write his early books? 
 (A) During his regular stroll  (B) In his secret office 
 (C) During his strict schedule  (D) In his study room 
Q.7. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means the same as ‘noisy’ (Para 2). 
 (A) Squeaky  (B) Detaching 
 (C) Blowing  (D) Breaching 
Q.8. What does the word ‘unattainable’ (Para 4) mean in the passage? 
 (A) Not available  (B) Not achievable 
 (C) Unreachable  (D) Impossible 
Q.9. The noun form of ‘organise’ is: 
 (A) Organising  (B) Organisation 
 (C) Organised  (D) None of these 
Q.10. To Pablo, the idea of Sunday was an:
 (A) at home day. (B) off day.
 (C) at a mall day. (D) at friend’s place day.
II.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) Technology has advanced tremendously and has taken control of our daily lives. Every household 

has at least one television set, a laptop or desktop. It is not an uncommon sight to see kids playing 
with smartphones or tablets nowadays. We cannot deny how much technology has helped us, but 
are we exposing ourselves and our children to too much of it?

  (2) There has been much research and plenty of debate among educators, policy-makers, paediatricians 
and parents on the benefits and disadvantages of technology over the years. The kids are able to 
talk to friends and family who are far away. They enhance your child’s curiosity and encourages 
him to explore from the safety of your home. Pushing keys and using the mouse help in fine-tuning 
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your child’s fine motor skills, which enhances their eye-hand coordination. Studies carried out by 
independent researchers have found that the use of technologies could support home learning. 

  (3) However, technological interactivity can never replace human interaction as current technology 
cannot replace the human element of interaction between parent and child. The technology may 
affect pre-scholers’ developing cognitive and social skills. The extensive use of tablet computers 
does not encourage innovative learning. It also increases aggressive responses from playing 
violent video games. As mentally stimulating as they are, technological devices do not promote 
physical stimulation as much as physical activity. 

  (4) The responses received from parents and teachers during the survey conducted have been 
depicted in the form of a pie diagram.

Increases
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to many
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8
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skew 10

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. Which of these helps in fine tuning the motor skills of the child? 
 (A) Pushing keys  (B) Using mouse 
 (C) Both (A) and (B)  (D) Neither (A) nor (B) 
Q.12. What was the status of the researchers conducting the studies? 
 (A) Politically motivated  (B) Education policy makers 
 (C) Independent  (D) Computer manufacturers
Q.13. Which of these statements is correct? 
 (A) Technological interactivity can never replace human intervention. 
 (B) Technological interactivity can surely replace human intervention. 
 (C) Technological interactivity is better than human intervention. 
 (D) Technological interactivity is miles ahead of human intervention. 
Q.14. Which of these skills of pre-schoolers can be hampered by over exposure to technology? 
 (A) Physiological  (B) Cognitive 
 (C) Physical  (D) Emotional 
Q.15. Which is the least selected response from the following? 
 (A) Access to many sites  (B) Cause eye skew 
 (C) Increases knowledge (D) Reduces outdoor activity
Q.16. Which of these pictorial representations closely indicate the percentage of parents and teachers who 

have selected ‘Access to many sites’ as the response?

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 
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Q.17. What is the total number of parents and teachers on which survey has been conducted? 
 (A) 50  (B) 100 
 (C) 200 (D) 500
Q.18. What is the most important question faced by the parents and teachers today?
 (A) Has technology helped us?
 (B) Has technology advanced tremendously?
 (C) Are we over exposing our kids to the technology?
 (D) Do we need to conduct a research on pros and cons of technology?

WRITING

 III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.

  You are Rachael/Rueben, President of the Wellness Cell of your school. You decide to organise a 
workshop, to raise awareness on the importance of mental health. This workshop would be conducted 
by the school counsellor. Write a notice in about 50 words, informing the students of class XI-XII about 
the workshop.    

G. D. PUBLIC SCHOOL, JAMMU

(19) _______________
October 11, 20XX 

(20) _______________
This is to inform all the students that a workshop is being conducted by school counsellor on October 
25, 20XX. The workshop will emphasize on importance and taking care of mental health in tandem with 
physical health. The workshop is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with adequate breaks in between. 
Registration of the workshop is free and is on the first come first serve basis. The interested students can 
register their names with the (21) _______________. 

Rachael 
President 
Wellness Club

Q.19. (A) School Counsellor (B) Mental Health Workshop
 (C) School Workshop (D) Notice
Q.20. (A) Mental Health Workshop (B) School Workshop
 (C) Notice (D) School Counsellor
Q.21. (A) oversigned (B) school
 (C) undersigned (D) sidelined
Q.22. Pick the odd one out in context of the Classified Advertisement.
 (A) Salutation (B) Heading
 (C) Body (D) Phrases
Q.23. Which tense is preferably used in the Classified Advertisement?
 (A) Past (B) Future
 (C) Present (D) Any tense can be used

 IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
Q.24. What is the correct way to write the subscription in a Formal Letter?
 (A) yours truly (B) Yours truly
 (C) your truly (D) Your Truly 
Q.25. The key point of a formal letter is written in which part of a formal letter?
 (A) Postscript (B) Body
 (C) Opening (D) Closing
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 Write a letter to the Editor, ‘The Indian Times’, Jaipur highlighting the need to tap the sports talent 
at young age by sports teachers, coaches etc., so that it does not go unrecognized. Thus, we shall 
have a large pool of young talented sports persons who can be groomed. You are Poorva/ Paras 78, 
Inderpuri, Jaipur. (120-150 words).    

(26) _____________________ 

 4 December, 20xx 

(27) _____________________ 

Subject : Need to tap sports talent at young age 

 Sir,

 Through the column of your esteemed newspaper, I would like to (28) ___________________ towards 
the declining importance of sports and games in the country. 

 Even after millions of rupees being allocated for the improvement of sports and games in the country, 
our ranking in the international arena is declining. Millions of sportspersons who have the ability to 
bring laurels to the country do not have the right infrastructure, coaches and the facilities to support 
them. 

 We need to encourage talent at the local level by improving the facilities at the local level, i.e., in 
schools and clubs so that young people can get enough training and enter the national level with 
expertise. This will ensure a large pool of young talented sports persons who can be groomed. 

 This is a matter of concern and I would request you to publish my opinion in your esteemed 
newspaper and help draw the attention of the sports ministry as well as the general public towards 
this issue. 

 (29) _______________ 

 (30) ________________

 Sameer

Q.26. (A) From, (B) 78, Inderpuri,

   78, Inderpuri,  Jaipur

   Jaipur

 (C) The Editor, (D) 4 Dec 20XX

   The Indian Times,

   Jaipur

Q.27. (A) To, (B) The Editor,

   The Editor,  The Indian Times,

   The Indian Times,  Jaipur

   Jaipur

 (C) 78, Inderpuri, (D) To,

   Jaipur  78, Inderpuri,

      Jaipur 

Q.28. (A) draw your attention 

 (B) draw your attention and direct you

 (C) draw the attention of the concerned authorities

 (D) draw concerned authorities

Q.29. (A) Thank you (B) Thanking you

 (C) Thanks and Regards (D) Regards

Q.30. (A) Your Truly (B) Yours truly

 (C) yours truly (D) your truly
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LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  It had happened when I was ten or eleven years old. I had decided to learn to swim. There was a pool 

at the Y.M.C.A. in Yakima that offered exactly the opportunity. The Yakima River was treacherous. 
Mother continually warned against it and kept fresh in my mind the details of each drowning in the 
river. But the Y.M.C.A. pool was safe.

  Q.31. Who is ‘I’ in the above lines?
   (A) The narrator (B) The coach
   (C) The young boy (D) Father of the young boy
  Q.32. Why did mother not allow ‘I’ to learn swimming in a river? 
   (A) Religion did not allow this (B) Social barriers to learn swimming
   (C) Afraid about safety of her child (D) All of these
  Q.33. What was reported to ‘I’?
   (A) Coldness of water in Yakima river. (B) Coldness of water in swimming pool.
   (C) Drowning cases in Yakima river. (D) Drowning cases in swimming pool.
  Q.34. How was Y.M.C.A. a safe pool?
   (A) It had warm water. 
   (B) It was open only during day time.
   (C) It had no water animals in it.
   (D) It was two to three feet deep at the shallow end.
  Q.35. Whose narrative is this?
   (A) President Roosevelt (B) William Blake
   (C) William Douglas (D) John Updike
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  That night, among my oldest first–day covers, I found one that shouldn’t have been there. But there 

it was. It was there because someone had mailed it to my grandfather at his home in Galesburg; that’s 
what the address on the envelope said.

  Q.36. What did ‘I’ find one night?
   (A) A strange coin (B) A strange stamp
   (C) A strange cover (D) A strange butterfly
  Q.37. What is first-day cover?
   (A) Coins bought on the first day of sale (B) Stamps bought on the first day of sale
   (C) Coins purchased that day (D) Stamps purchased that day
  Q.38. Who had mailed the letter to ‘I‘?
   (A) Sam (B) Charley
   (C) Jim (D) Louisa
  Q.39. Which date and picture did the envelope carry? 
   (A) President George Washington (B) President Winston Churchill
   (C) President Garfield (D) President Donald Trump
 Q.40. The value of a newly issued stamp increases if it has the post mark of the date of issue on it. 

Therefore, the stamp collectors buy new stamps on the very first day of its sale and paste them on 
self–addressed envelopes and post them. These envelopes are called the _____________________. 

   (A) first–week covers (B) first–hour covers
   (C) first–year covers  (D) first–day covers
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  VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 
  The stunted, unlucky heir 
  Of twisted bones, reciting a father’s gnarled disease, 
  His lesson, from his desk. At back of the dim class 
  One unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream, 
  Of squirrel’s game, in tree room, other than this. 
  Q.41. Who is the unlucky heir?
   (A) Boy with big hair (B) Boy with short hair
   (C) Boy with stunted growth (D) Boy with twisted lip
  Q.42. What had he inherited? 
   (A) Twisted bones (B) Gnarled disease
   (C) Stunted growth (D) All of these
  Q.43. Who is sitting at the back of the dim class?
   (A) Dreamy boy (B) Muscle boy
   (C) Intelligent boy (D) Late comer boy
  Q.44. How is he different from rest of the class?
   (A) Making drawings (B) Singing songs
   (C) Talking to other (D) Lost in his thoughts
  Q.45. Name the poetic device found in- "His eyes live in a dream".
   (A) Pun (B) Synecdoche
   (C) Metaphor (D) Transferred Epithet
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  ‘‘That ain’t money, mister,’’ he said, ‘‘and if you’re trying to skin me, you won’t get very far,’’ and he glanced 

at the cash drawer beside him. Of course, the money was old–style bills, half again as big as the money 
we use nowadays and different–looking. I turned away and got out fast. There’s nothing nice about jail,  
even in 1894.

  Q.46. Who is ‘he’ here?
   (A) Clerk (B) Ticket checker
   (C) Sam’s grandfather (D) Jack Finney
  Q.47. What did ‘I’ demand at the ticket–window?
   (A) Two tickets for Galesburg (B) Return ticket to Washington
   (C) Three tickets for the Giant Wheel (D) Number of the winning lottery ticket
  Q.48. Why could ‘I’ not buy tickets?
   (A) The clerk did not have enough tickets.
   (B) The clerk did not accept the modern bills.
   (C) The clerk was unaware of the place.
   (D) The clerk did not like the appearance of Charley. 
  Q.49. Why did Charley run back from the third level? 
   (A) The clerk threatened to turn him to the police. 
   (B) The clerk threatened to kill him.
   (C) The clerk attempted murderous assault on him.  
   (D) None of these
 Q.50. The capacity to oscillate between the past, present and future enables humans to plan for the 

future in the present by ___________.
   (A) connecting with the past (B) collections from the past
   (C) nostalgic recollections from the past (D) reaping benefits from the past
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IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. “Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?”
 What is the tone of the speaker here?
 (A) Joyous (B) Enthusiastic
 (C) Sad (D) Sarcastic 

 Q.52. The bangle makers lack initiative and an ability to dream due to ____________.
 (A) illiteracy (B) bonded labour
 (C) racism (D) laziness

 Q.53. Why was Franz in great trepidation while going to school? 
 (A) He had not prepared for his grammar lesson.
 (B) He had bunked the class the previous day. 
 (C) He had not brought his notebook. 
 (D) He had to learn German. 
Q.54. “pale as a late winter’s moon” 
 This shows that the poet’s mother has become __________.
 (A) passive and lazy (B) active and smart 
 (C) inactive and withered (D) quiet and passive 

 Q.55. How are Saheb and Mukesh different from each other?
 (A) Saheb was happy with rag picking but Mukesh aspires to become a motor mechanic.
 (B) Mukesh was happy with rag picking but Saheb aspires to become a motor mechanic.
 (C) Mukesh wants a comfortable life but Saheb loves struggling life.
 (D) They are similar and have no difference as both are poor. 

 Q.56. What does the poet desire for the children of the slums?
 (A) He wishes them to be happy and healthy.
 (B) He wishes a good change for them.
 (C) He wants them to lead a healthy and happy life.
 (D) All of these.

 Q.57. An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum is a fine example of the ___________ stand which takes a 
_________ approach while studying the policy of the government in relation to education.

 (A) socialist, political (B) political, socialist
 (C) traditional, cultural (D) cultural, traditional 

 Q.58. The poet of ‘Keeping Quiet’ feels that some soul – searching is needed for us to be:
 (A) fully satisfied inside-out. (B) at peace with ourselves and others.
 (C) calm and quiet spiritually. (D) All of these

 Q.59. When Dr. Sadao told the cook and the gardener about the wounded young white man, they had 
brought inside the house, the two servants were ___________________________________.

 (A) puzzled but contented (B) quiet and calm
 (C) agitated and rebellious (D) frightened and puzzled
Q.60. Blood is the central symbol of the story, 'The Enemy' most obliquely encapsulated in the narrator’s 

assertion that “blood is the best of fertilizers”. Blood is symbolically representative of the poison of 
nationalistic pride that is passed along and "fertilizes" things like ____________________.

 (A) patriotism (B) stereotypes and prejudice
 (C) racism and prejudice (D) orthodox and traditional thinking

nnn
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 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1)  Suspense was over when my high school results finally came out. But I was upset. I hadn’t done 

as well as I had expected. My father tried to console me. ‘Why are you worried? You have done 
very well my dear’. ‘No, I haven’t, Baba,’ I protested, controlling my tears, and wondering if I 
had disappointed him. ‘It doesn’t really matter,’ he assured me. ‘Do you know what I got when 
I finished high school?’ I looked into Baba’s face and waited for the answer to his own question. 
‘You know,’ he told me. ‘I’ve never told you this. I got just a third division. But, look at me, I’ve 
done quite well’. Baba got a third division! I was almost in shock, but the thought of my having 
done a lot better than that made me realise that I had no reason to complain. I certainly felt better! 
‘Everything is under control!’ said Baba, smiling. That was his favourite phrase. Posted in Kolkata, 
my father was then a senior official in the Indian Railway Service and an expert in goods traffic 
operations. He was soon to become a director with the Railway Board. By the time he retired 
in 1981, he was the general manager of the Central Railways. By the time, Baba passed away in 
November 2000, his name had found place in several hearts as well. He was open, easy to know 
and full of life. We were extremely close, but I had so much more to learn about him from many 
things I came to know after his death.

  (2) In September 2000, he was in hospital for treatment of cancer and given just two months to live. 
When he found out, his reaction was an extremely rational one. He asked me to fetch files from 
his cupboard so that he could explain the details of my mother’s pension. He also dictated his 
will from his hospital bed. ‘Everything is under control!’ After Baba’s death, Satish, our old family 
retainer, was inconsolable. We tried to cheer him up. ‘Your Baba had scolded me only once in all 
these years!’ he cried. Satish pointed to the watch on his left hand. ‘I had been coming late for 
work and everyone in the family was complaining about it,’ said Satish. ‘Then, one day, your 
Baba gave me this watch and told me, ‘Now that you have a watch, you can’t be late’’. That was 
the scolding Satish received. On the fourth day, after Baba’s death, my sister and I had to perform 

7



115Sample Question Papers

a ceremony. Since several relatives were expected, we decided to order lunch from a caterer in 
our locality, who was reputed for his home cooked food. But, when we went to pay the owner, we 
got a surprise. He refused to accept any money! ‘When I wanted to start my catering business, it 
was your father who lent me money,’ he told us. It seems Baba never asked for it back. Now, after 
four or five years, the caterer wanted to repay that debt. Of course, we made him accept the full 
payment for the fine food and service. ‘It was Baba’s gift and it ought to remain so,’ I told him.

  (3) Some days later, (as we were preparing for the main ceremony) there was yet another piece 
of information. Vikram, my brother drove me to the local market. On recognising our car, the 
parking assistant, in his twenties, came running towards us and asked why he had not seen its 
owner for long. We had to break the news to him and to our utter surprise, he started crying. We 
were really surprised by this reaction from a stranger—until the man told us that Baba used to pay 
his daughter’s school fees and buy her books. It seems, it was on my father’s advice that he’d even 
started sending the child to school. More than three years after Baba’s death, as we were looking 
into Baba’s personal things, we came across an old file with Baba’s certificates and I found among 
them, his high school diploma from 1937, the one he’d told me about 30 years earlier, about the 
third division that had made no difference in his life or career. It had made me see beyond mere 
marks and first classes as the main road to success. But there was one more fact. Baba had actually 
got a first division, a rare achievement in his day. Today, years after his passing, when I think of 
Baba, I see a man who was able to sympathise with others very easily and who had touched their 
lives in some very special way.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. Why was the narrator in tears when her school results came out?
 (A) She did better than she expected. (B) She did not do as expected.
 (C) Her Baba had not done well. (D) Her Baba had done better than her.
Q.2. On knowing the result, how did the narrator’s father react?
 (A) He scolded her. (B) He beat her.
 (C) He consoled her. (D) He made fun of her.
Q.3. Why did the narrator say that she had nothing to complain?
 (A) She had done better than her father. (B) She had done as well as her father.
 (C) She had topped in her school. (D) She had not worked hard at all.
Q.4. Choose the option that is not correct.
 (A) Baba was a senior official in the Indian Railway Service.
 (B) Baba was to become a director with the Railway Board.
 (C) Baba was the General Manager of the Central Railways.
 (D) Baba had got a third division in high school.
Q.5. Pick out the option that indicates the correct division obtained by Baba.
 (A) First (B) Second
 (C) Third (D) Failed
Q.6. Why did he ask to bring files before his death?
 (A) To dictate his will (B) To inform about mother’s pension
 (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) Neither (A) nor (B)
Q.7. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means the same as ‘anxiety’ (used in Para 1).
 (A) Suspense (B) Worried
 (C) Shock (D) Retired
Q.8. What does the word ‘retainer’ (used in Para 2) mean in the passage?
 (A) Servant (B) Follower
 (C) Trusty (D) Footman
Q.9. What is the noun form of recognising (used in Para 3)?
 (A) Recognise (B) Recognition
 (C) Recognisable (D) None of these
Q.10. Whose fees the narrator’s father used to pay?
 (A) Satish, the caretaker. (B) The caterer’s daughter.
 (C) The parking assistant’s daughter. (D) The narrator
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II.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) Parents of teenagers or preteens should realise the normal struggles with fads, music and other 

efforts of independence occur in every family. Once they know that, they can relax more and 
worry less about how their children are “turning out”. Chances are they will be just fine and the 
challenging teen will grow up to be a responsible adult.

  (2) In the early years of children’s lives, parents are the most important figures in their world. Their 
approval, love and support are critical to children. Consequently, much of what children do and 
say is aimed at maintaining that love and approval. As children get older and have more contact 
with people other than their parents, their behaviours and attitudes will be influenced by other 
people.

  (3) When children are young, many parents maintain control over most aspects of their child’s life. 
These parents choose their child’s clothes, friends, hobbies and so on. As children grow older, they 
realise they can never grow into adults without having control of their lives. Consequently, teens 
begin to fight for control.

  (4) For teens, this struggle for adulthood is terribly risky because they risk losing the most important 
thing in their lives — the love of parents. At the same time, parents may feel rejected, hurt and 
anxious about teens’ abilities to care for themselves. Their struggle is stressful because everyone 
cares so greatly about each other.

  (5) A common complaint from teens is that parents “want me to be the way they want me to be.” 
In other words, many parents want a certain career, appearance or college for their teen. These 
parents experience varying amounts of disappointment and sometimes anger because their 
children fail to live up to the parents’ expectations.

  (6) Accepting teens as individuals who will have to make their own decisions about how to be an 
adult in the world can be extremely hard to do. But the healthy teen will grow up and do just that. 
Parents who reject their teen for failing to follow the parents’ plans or who reject some aspect of 
their teen’s life may find themselves painfully alienated from this person who they care about so 
much.

  (7) A survey was conducted where 500 teenagers were asked a question “What is the one thing your 
parents can do to make you happier?”. The responses of the teenagers are presented in the form 
a pie chart.

More
attention

12%

Money
30%

Freedom
20%

Nothing 28
%

Argue less
10%

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. Which of these pictorials is the closest representation of the people saying 'Nothing'?

 

(A) Option 1 

 

(B) Option 2 

 
(C) Option 3 

 

(D) Option 4 

Q.12. Which of these statements is correct?
 (A) Teens begin to fight for respect. (B) Teens begin to fight for trust.
 (C) Teens begin to fight for money. (D) Teens begin to fight for control.
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Q.13. Why is the struggle for adulthood terrible risky?
 (A) They risk losing the bond of friends. (B) They risk losing the trust of siblings.
 (C) They risk losing the love of parents. (D) They risk losing the respect for teachers.
Q.14. Which word in the passage means same as ‘isolate’ (used in Para 6)?
 (A) Reject (B) Aspect
 (C) Alienate (D) None of these
Q.15. How many teenagers participated in the survey?
 (A) 5 (B) 10
 (C) 100 (D) 500
Q.16. How many teenagers gave ‘money’ or ‘freedom’ as the answer?
 (A) 100 (B) 150
 (C) 250 (D) 300
Q.17. What percentage of teenagers are happy with their parents and do not wanted anything more from 

them?
 (A) 10% (B) 12%
 (C) 28% (D) 50%
Q.18. What are the normal struggles between parents and teenagers?
 (A) Efforts of independence (B) Efforts of dependence
 (C) Efforts of pre-dependence (D) Efforts of affection

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.

  You have a 3-bedroom, ground floor flat in a posh locality. You want to sell it off, as you are going 
abroad. Write an advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published in the classified columns 
of a local daily, giving all the necessary details. Your contact number is: XXX XXX….

(19) _____________
Available a (20) _________ ground floor flat in prime Agra location, fully furnished, modular kitchen, 
power backup, 24x7 water facility, parking facility, it is centrally located. Contact: ABC, (21) ___________.

Q.19. (A) Accommodation Vacant (B) To-let

 (C) For Sale (D) Accommodation Wanted

Q.20. (A) one bedroom (B) three bedroom only

 (C) 2 hall kichen (D) 3 BHK

Q.21. (A) XYZ…. (B) XXX XXX…

 (C) XXX…. (D) 98971XXX….

Q.22. What can be added in a Notice bearing 'Lost' title?

 (A) Reward to the person who lost the object.

 (B) Reward to the person who writes the Notice.

 (C) Reward to the person who found the object.

 (D) All of these

Q.23. What is 'Psuedonym' in Notice Writing?

 (A) Fictitious Name (B) Designation of the Writer

 (C) Name of the Writer (D) All of these
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.

 Q.24. What is the correct way to show gratitude in a Formal Letter?

 (A) Thank you (B) Thank You

 (C) Thanking You (D) Heartfelt gratitude
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Q.25. We can commence an Article using:
 (A) Gratitude Quote (B) Attention Quote
 (C) Bragging about one's ability of writing (D) None of these
To have a fair complexion is an obsession in our society. Demand for fair brides in matrimonial columns 
and sale of fairness creams are evidence enough. Write an article in 120-150 words giving your views on 
‘Beautiful mind, better than a fair complexion.’ You are Natwar/Nimmi. Use the following clues: 
•	 The	West,	people	like	to	be	tanned	
•	 Fair	complexion,	only	skin	deep	
•	 Beautiful	mind	
•	 Attitude	to	life	
•	 Behaviour	in	society,		etc.		 	 	  

Beautiful mind, better than a fairer complexion
—by Nimmi

 The mind and heart do not take (26) _____________. There is nothing like the perfect colour. We are 
the ones who have brought the notion into our minds that having a fairer skin is what everyone needs. Is it 
the looks that should matter or (27) ___________? 
 In India, there is a craze for fair complexion people. Everyone wants to have a fair and clear skin. 
There are products used by the people to make their skin fairer. These products are sold in tons on a daily 
basis. For once, we should notice that we indirectly give profits to those companies which manufacture such 
harmful and fake products with the fake promises of lightening our complexion. 
 In the West, the people are crazy about getting tanned skin in summers and they pay to get all this. 
Then from where did Indians feel the urge to do all this. The dark skin has its own beauty and suits us. We 
are all (28) ___________. We are made that way. 
 What matters is if we are beautiful from the inside. A person might be fair and beautiful from outside 
but what if he/she is not nice from inside? We need to focus on being good human beings, only that will take 
us (29) ___________ in life. Beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder, it is created by the observers the way they 
see us, and people generally first see our attitude. 
 Looks are something which will stay only for a short time, but character and inner beauty is something 
that will be with us till our death. So, that is something we should work on and not on our looks. Our 
behaviour in society is what matters and not whether we dress well for an event. People judge us by our 
actions, and not by what we are from outside. 
 Always remember that (30) ___________, they do not show what you are from inside. So, it is high 
time we stop the discrimination of people based on their skin tone.
Q.26. (A) the complexion from one’s skin (B) the complexion from ones skin
 (C) the complexion from once skin (D) the complexion from a skin
Q.27. (A) should it be the heart to (B) it should be the heart too
 (C) should it be the heart two (D) should it be the heart too
Q.28. (A) exposed to be different (B) suppose to be variety
 (C) supposed to be different (D) supposedly different
Q.29. (A) anywhere (B) somewhere
 (C) nowhere (D) where
Q.30. (A) mirrors lay (B) mirrors lied
 (C) mirrors lieing (D) mirrors lie

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

 V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 
  I started for school very late that morning and was in great dread of a scolding, especially because 

Mr  Hamel had said that he would question us on participles and I did not know the first word about 
them. For a moment, I thought of running away and spending the day out of doors. It was so warm, so 
bright!
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  Q.31. Who is the speaker of these lines?
   (A) Franz (B) The Mayor
   (C) The blacksmith (D) The postmaster
  Q.32. Who was Mr Hamel?
   (A) Principal (B) French teacher
   (C) Village Sarpanch (D) Franz’s father
  Q.33. Why was Franz in great dread?
   (A) He had not prepared for his grammar lesson.
   (B) He had bunked the class the previous day.
   (C) He had not brought his notebook.
   (D) None of these
  Q.34. What did Franz think for a moment?
   (A) Teaching a lesson to his teacher (B) Pranking the Principal
   (C) Bunking the class (D) Joining the Civil Movement
  Q.35. How were Franz and M. Hamel related?
   (A) Student and teacher (B) Teacher and student
   (C) Son and father (D) Father and son
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  ‘You are so well that I think if I put my boat on the shore tonight, with food and extra clothing in it, you 
might be able to row to that little island not far from the coast’.

  Q.36. Who is ‘I’ in the above lines? 
   (A) Dr. Sadao  (B) Hana
   (C) Tom (D) Yumi
  Q.37. Who is ‘you’ in the above lines? 
   (A) Dr. Sadao  (B) Hana
   (C) Tom (D) Yumi
  Q.38. What things did ‘I’ give to ‘you’?
   (A) Woollen cap (B) Deck of cards
   (C) Bandages (D) None of these
  Q.39. What instructions did ‘I’ give to ‘you’ before leaving?
   (A) Give signal when food was over (B) Eat raw fish
   (C) Not to kindle the fire (D) All of these
  Q.40. ‘The Enemy’ gives the message that ___________________________________________________.
   (A) prisoners shouldn’t be spared at any cost 
   (B) loyalty towards nation is the foremost duty of every citizen 
   (C) humanism transcends all man made prejudices and barriers
   (D) we should forget all the relations to save our enemies

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  At back of the dim class, 
  One unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream, 
  Of squirrel’s game, in tree room, other than this. 
  Q.41. Why was the class dim?
   (A) Lack of electricity (B) Lack of windows
   (C) Lack of tube lights (D) All of these
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  Q.42. What was he doing? 
   (A) Sleeping (B) Eating
   (C) Dreaming (D) Singing
  Q.43. How is the young child different from others?
   (A) He had books in his hands (B) He had food in his lunch box
   (C) He had rings in his fingers (D) He had hopes in his eyes
  Q.44. What is a tree room?
   (A) Brick room built on tree branch (B) Temporary room built on tree branch
   (C) Hollow space inside the tree (D) Space between leaves on a branch
  Q.45. Why is the boy 'unnoted'?
   (A) He is outside the class. (B) He is in his dreams.
   (C) He is sitting on the last bench. (D) He is hiding under the bench.

 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  ‘Is it not enough? ‘Indeed it is,’ she replied. ‘I am very sorry.’
  Q.46. Who is the speaker of the first line? 
   (A) Dr. Sadao  (B) Hana
   (C) The white man (D) The General’s Messenger
  Q.47. Whom is ‘he/she’ addressing to?
   (A) Dr. Sadao  (B) Hana
   (C) The white man (D) The General’s Messenger
  Q.48. Why did ‘she’ say sorry later?
   (A) She had realised her mistake. (B) She had hit him on the nose.
   (C) She had accidentally stepped on him. (D) She could not remember his name.
  Q.49. How did ‘she’ feel when the speaker and doctor left?
   (A) Exhausted from work  (B) Exhausted from fright
   (C) Exhausted from excitement (D) None of these
  Q.50. What is inferred from her attitude?
   (A) She was confused. (B) She was confident.
   (C) She was relaxed. (D) She was tensed.
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. It is easier said than done. What did Douglas immediately plan when he was pushed into the 
Y.M.C.A swimming pool?

 (A) That as soon as he would touch the ground, he would hit the bottom and come up to the surface 
like a cork.

 (B) That he would bounce back touching the side of the pool.
 (C) That he would be saved by the boy who pushed him.
 (D) That he would sue the boy who pushed him.

 Q.52. “What a thunderclap these words were to me!” said Franz. What were those words?
 (A) French will not be taught any longer. 
 (B) German will not be taught any longer.
 (C) They will forever remain illiterates now. 
 (D) A new stricter teacher would come to replace M. Hamel.

 Q.53. The pain of separation is expressed both _____________ and ___________ in this poem.
 (A) physically, mentally (B) emotionally, verbally
 (C) literally, metaphorically (D) metaphorically, visibly
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Q.54. “I know nothing except bangles. All I have done is make a house for the family to live in.”
 What is the tone of the speaker here?
 (A) Pide (B) Pessimistic
 (C) Repentance (D) Optimistic

 Q.55. Douglas’s mother thought that Y.M.C.A pool was safe for learning to swim.
  State the figure of speech hidden in this statement.
 (A) Hyperbole (B) Oxymoron
 (C) Imagery (D) Irony

 Q.56. The tone of the poet in the poem is primarily a combination of _________ and ________.
 1. fearlessness 2. anxiety 3. misery 4. frustration
 (A) 1, 2 (B) 2, 3
 (C) 3, 4 (D) 1, 4

 Q.57. The title, ‘The Last Lesson’ is appropriate because it was not only M. Hamel’s last lesson but also 
_________________________________________________.

 (A) the last lesson for Franz too (B) the last lesson being taught in the school
 (C) the last French lesson too (D) All of the above

 Q.58. Choose the term which best matches the statement, ‘The young men echo the lament of their 
elders.’

 (A) Approve  (B) Endorse
 (C) Repeat (D) Hesitate

 Q.59. Which American President used to collect stamps? 
 (A) President Roosevelt  (B) President Washington 
 (C) President Clinton  (D) President Bush
Q.60. Where is Sam shown to have shifted to upon Charlie’s advice? 
 (A) Galesburg  (B) Stantonburg
 (C) Shearburrg (D) Gladesburg

nnn
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General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1)  If one early June morning, you are suddenly stopped in your walk by a ringing ‘pip-piu-pie-pee-

piu-piu’ call coming from the trees in your park or garden, you will feel your heart suddenly lifted. 
Look around and you may see two large, handsome, black-and-white birds with long coattails 
chasing each other among the trees. They are pied cuckoos, that have come from Africa, and are 
said to announce the arrival of the greatest show on earth-the Indian monsoon. Be assured, the 
curtains will rise in a month or so.

  (2)  To get a proper view of the onset of the monsoons, you really need to be stationed on the coastline 
of India or up in the hills. The grand show of grey clouds approaches like an airborne army, 
preceded by cool breezes, filling the air with electric charge so that you feel very happy. Spear of 
lighting flickers in the sky and the sound of thunder makes you feel excited. And then, it pours. 
The cracked earth without any green cover sucks down the flood of water and then Mother 
Nature goes mad. Seeds scattered or buried like grains of sand of pebbles in the ground suddenly 
come to life. Shoots of plants rocket skywards, roots plunge into the soft, spongy earth sucking 
up water and nutrients. It’s a hint the grasshoppers have been waiting for. And bugs, beetles, 
caterpillars, centipedes, etc. emerge in their billions, feasting on the fresh green plants in the fields 
(to the annoyance of many a farmers) as also on each other.

  (3)  There are miracles and there is music too: singing golden frogs appearing in large numbers in rain 
filled ditch, taking part in a group song that bollywood would have envied. They vanish the very 
next day. They’d been waiting patiently all through the blistering summer, deep underground, 
conserving whatever moisture they had soaked up. Fireflies wink through the trees in the hills, 
sending their greenish signals to one another in codes as precise as any we may use for our most 
secret messages.

  (4)  All this is what the birds have been waiting for. Most birds have spent the spring and summer 
courting and now it’s time to settle down. Baby birds need a lot of high protein at frequent 

8
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intervals, which the rich supply of insect life so happily provides: caterpillars are eaten up in 
millions, as are furry moths, earthworms slurped down like noodles, spiky dragonflies beaten to 
bits to soften them up into baby food. The long-legged storks and herons get busy with fishing. 
As for the big guys like lions and tigers in the jungles: they too had it relatively easy during the 
summer when their thirsty prey came to the waterholes. Now, with water easily available, in 
streams and ponds all over, they need to work harder for their meals. But yes, this is, perhaps, 
compensated by the arrival of baby deer, and fawns are sweet and soft, not very experienced in 
the merciless ways of the lions and tigers, even if they may seem more like a snack than a main 
course meal. The animals get a rest from us, parks and sanctuaries too close down, not so much 
out of kindness as because the roads become impassable.

  (5)  And then, just as you are beginning to get tired of the green mould on your shoes, belts and bags, 
and of all the sniffles and snuffles that the rains also bring (bacteria and viruses also love this 
season), the clouds begin to disperse and float away in large armies. But before this happens, at 
least once, do go out in the midst of a downpour, raise your face to the heavens and dance and 
sing and celebrate this, the greatest show on earth.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. The winged messengers from Africa:
 (A) bring rain from Africa. (B) bring the message that the rains are coming soon.
 (C) create a lot of horrible noise. (D) are not welcome.
Q.2. Baby birds benefit from the rains because:
 (A) the mummy bird cannot fly in the rain.
 (B) they need a lot of noodles.
 (C) the rain brings a lot of insects which they eat.
 (D) they like wet nests.
Q.3. Humans don’t visit the animals in sanctuaries during the rainy season because:
 (A) humans don’t like to get wet.
 (B) the paths to the sanctuaries become waterlogged.
 (C) baby animals are born in the sanctuaries.
 (D) humans get bitten during the rainy season.
Q.4. The green mould that grows on leather comes:
 (A) from the creepy insects that come with the rain.
 (B) because grass becomes very green during the rainy season.
 (C) because of the moisture in the air during the rainy season.
 (D) from fluffy clouds in the sky.
Q.5. Lions and tigers have easy life during summer because:
 (A) there is easy availability of water everywhere.
 (B) they are not able to catch fawns.
 (C) humans visit the sanctuaries a lot during summer.
 (D) thirsty animals come to the waterholes as easy preys.
Q.6. With the rain, we find:
 (A) that most of the birds court. (B) that the clouds begin to disperse.
 (C) parks and sanctuaries close down. (D) clean shoes, belts and bags.
Q.7. Pick out the word or phrase from the passage which means the same as ‘declare’ (used in Para 1).
 (A) Ringing (B) Announce
 (C) Arrival (D) Call
Q.8. Pick out the word/phrase from the passage opposite in meaning to ‘vanishing’ (used in Para 2).
 (A) Appearing (B) Disappearing
 (C) Waiting (D) Conserving
Q.9. What does the word ‘mould’ (used in Para 4) mean in the passage?
 (A) Furry growth of fungi (B) Loose friable soil
 (C) Pattern  (D) Fashion
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Q.10. During summers, where do the frogs live?
 (A) Deep underground  (B) In the ponds
 (C) In gardens  (D) None of these
II.  Read the passage given below: 

  (1) Indian Rhinoceros, (Rhinoceros Unicornis), also called greater one-horned Rhinoceros, the largest 
of the three Asian Rhinoceroses. The Indian Rhinoceros weighs between 1800 and 2700 kg. It 
stands 2 meters high at the shoulder and is 3.5 meters long. The Indian Rhinoceros is more or 
less equivalent in size to the white Rhinoceros of Africa and is distinguishable from the Javan 
Rhinoceros by its greater size, the presence of a large horn, tubercles on its skin and a different 
arrangement of skin folds. 

  (2) The Indian Rhinoceros occupies the world’s tallest grasslands, where at the end of the summer 
monsoon in October grasses reach 7 meters tall. They are primarily grazers, except during the winter 
when they consume a larger proportion of browse. The Indian Rhinoceros fights with its razor-
sharp lower outer incisor teeth, not with its horn. Such teeth, or tusks, can reach 13 cm in length.

  (3) The Indian Rhinoceros previously occupied an extensive range across northern India and Nepal 
from Assam state in the east to the Indus River valley in the west. Today this species is restricted to 
about 11 reserves in India and Nepal. Nearly 2,300 individuals of breeding age remain in the wild 
and only one population, that of Kaziranga National Park in Assam state, contains more than 500 
individuals. 

  (4) The Indian Rhinoceroses’ dung piles, or middens, are of interest not only as places where scent 
is deposited and as communication posts but also as sites for the establishment of plants. Indian 
Rhinoceroses can deposit as much as 25 kg in a single defecation. The Indian Rhinoceroses’ dung 
piles support interesting collections of over 25 species of plants whose seeds are ingested by 
Rhinoceroses and germinate in the nutrient-rich dung.

  (5) A survey was conducted on the population of Rhinoceros unicornis between 1910 to 2005 and the 
result was interpreted in the form of a line graph.
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. Which teeth are used by the Indian Rhinoceros for fighting?
 (A) Lower outer incisor (B) Lower inner canine
 (C) Upper outer molars (D) Upper inner premolars
Q.12. Which of these statements is correct?
 (A)  The Indian Rhinoceros previously occupied an intensive range across southern India and Sri 

Lanka from Tamil Nadu state in the south to Himachal Pradesh in the north. 
 (B)  The Indian Rhinoceros previously occupied an intensive range across northern India and Ne-

pal from Assam state in the east to the Indus River valley in the west. 
 (C)  The Indian Rhinoceros previously occupied an extensive range across southern India and Sri 

Lanka from Tamil Nadu state in the south to Himachal Pradesh in the north. 
 (D)  The Indian Rhinoceros previously occupied an extensive range across northern India and Ne-

pal from Assam state in the east to the Indus River valley in the west. 
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Q.13. Which of these pictorials represents the change in population of rhinoceros from 1959 to 1963?

 

(A) Option 1 

1959 1963  

(B) Option 2 

1959 1963

 

(C) Option 3 

1959 1963  

(D) Option 4 

1959 1963

Q.14. How much can a rhinoceros deposit in single defecation?
 (A) 10 kg (B) 25 kg
 (C) 50 kg (D) 100 kg
Q.15. What is the length of the period for which survey has been conducted?
 (A) 75 years (B) 95 years
 (C) 105 years (D) 115 years
Q.16. In which year was the population of the rhinoceros at its peak?
 (A) 1959 (B) 1996
 (C) 1995 (D) 1998
Q.17. What was the total number of rhinoceros in the year 1983?
 (A) 500 (B) 750
 (C) 1000 (D) 2000
Q.18. What is the scientific name of the Indian Rhinoceros?
 (A) Rhinoceros Indiana  (B) Rhinoceros Unicornis
 (C) Rhinoceros Asia  (D) All of these

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
 Q.19. Information about the ‘award’ is mentioned in ____________.

 (A)  Notice for the Meeting (B)  Notice for the object ‘Found’
 (C)  Notice for the object ‘Lost’ (D)  None of the above

 Q.20. Which of the following is optional in a Notice?
 (A)  Designation of the issuing authority. (B)  Signature of the issuing authority.
 (C)  Heading in the Notice. (D)  The word ‘Notice’. 

 Q.21. Notice is generally issued for ____________.
 (A)  employees (B)  everyone
 (C)  general masses (D)  a specific group
Q.22. What is the chief purpose of Notice Writing?
 (A)  To take information from authorities (B)  To inform others.
 (C)  To go against the system (D)  All of the above
Q.23. What is the purpose of enclosing Notice in the box?
 (A) For fun (B) For organised presentation
 (C)  It contains marks (D) So that it doesn't cross word limit
IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below. 

 Q.24. Where should the writer provide ‘Food for Thought’ in an Article?
 (A) Introductory Para (B) Title
 (C) Concluding Para (D) It should not be provided. 
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Q.25. Which of the following is a requisite for the 'Title' of an Article?
 (A) It should be short and crisp. (B)  It should be long and winding.
 (C) It should be explanatory. (D)  It should be a long tail keyword.
You have realised the necessity of education and financial independence of women for their family, 
society and in turn for the nation. Write a letter to the Editor, ‘The National Times’ highlighting your 
ideas on the importance of education of women leading to a better status for them. You are Tarun/ Taruna, 
B–7/9, Mall Road, Delhi.    
B–7/9, 
Mall Road 
Delhi 
24 June, 2019 
The Editor,
The National Times,
Delhi 
Subject– (26) _______________________
Sir,
Through the column of your esteemed daily, I would like to highlight the Importance of Women Education. 
‘Education is a light - brighter than that of sun’. Education not only removes ignorance but also makes a 
person conscious, skilled and productive.
Despite many efforts, the level of women education in our country is still poor. Researches in many countries 
show if the mother is well educated then the children will be healthier and better–fed. They will perform 
better at school. Hence, women education contributes in the smooth running of family. 
Female education is the (27) _________________. Education must be utilised as the best method of women 
empowerment and sustainable development. It is rightly said that we educate a man, we educate a man 
only, but if we educate a woman, we educate the whole family. 
Let us first see the reasons why females are denied of their right to education. Unfortunately, social norms 
and cultural factors lead people to think that girls don’t require education. Secondly, a lot of parents are 
very fearful about sending their girls to school due to lack of safety. 
Besides this, the girls are considered a valuable resource for household chores and agricultural work. 
Parents are more focused on teaching them how to cook and do other household chores. Poverty also plays 
an important reason behind the low rate of women’s education in India. 
First of all, we have to understand what role women’s education in our society plays. Education is our 
(28) __________________ and no education system must face gender discrimination. 
Through this letter, I appeal to all the parents to break the disparity between male and female education and 
must send their children to schools irrespective of their gender. 
(29) __________________
(30) __________________
Taruna
Q.26. (A) Importance of Education (B) Importance of Women/ Girl Education
 (C) Important Women/ Girl Education (D) Important Education of Women/ Girl
Q.27. (A) need for the hour (B) need to the hour
 (C) need in the hour  (D) need of the hour
Q.28. (A) fundamental human right (B) fundamental human duty
 (C) fundamentally proven human right (D) fundamentally proven human duty
Q.29. (A) Thank you (B) Thanking you
 (C) Thanks and Regards (D) Regards
Q.30. (A) Your Truly (B) Yours truly
 (C) yours truly (D) your truly
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LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

 V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 
  She still has bangles on her wrist, but no light in her eyes. “Ek waqt ser bhar khana bhi nahin khaya,” 

she says, in a voice drained of joy. She has not enjoyed even one full meal in her entire lifetime-that’s 
what she has reaped! Her husband, an old man with a flowing beard says, “I know nothing except 
bangles. All I have done is make a house for the family to live in.”

  Hearing him one wonders if he has achieved what many have failed in their lifetime. He has a roof over 
his head!

  The cry of not having money to do anything except carry on the business of making bangles, not even 
enough to eat, rings in every home. The young men echo the lament of the elders. Little has moved 
with time, it seems in Firozabad, years of mind-numbing toil have killed all initiative and the ability to 
dream. 

  Q.31. ‘She still has bangles on her wrist, but no light in her eyes.’ This implies that:
   (A) She is married but has lost the charm in her eyes.
   (B) She is a married woman who has lost her grace and beauty.
   (C) Though she is married, her eyes are devoid of happiness.
   (D) She is a married woman who has lost her eyesight.
  Q.32. ‘He has a roof over his head!’ The tone of the author is ____________ .
   (A) pessimistic (B) empathetic
   (C) sympathetic (D) optimistic
  Q.33. Choose the term which best matches the statement ‘The young men echo the lament of their 

elders.’
   (A) Acceptance (B) Reflection
   (C) Reiteration (D) Doubtfulness
  Q.34. ‘Years of mind-numbing toil have killed all initiative and the ability to dream’. This shows that:
   (A) The bangle makers are exhausted yet they are enterprising and have dreams.
   (B) The drudgery of work has destroyed their willingness to improve their lot.
   (C) The daily grind has stolen the dreams of the bangle makers and made them dull.
   (D) The bangle makers have been working so hard that there’s no time to dream.
  Q.35. What does the writer say about the street in which Mukesh’s house is situated?
   (A) A fine street (B) A wide street
   (C) A street with civic amenities (D) A stinking lane chocked with garbage
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  He said I was unhappy. That made my wife kind of mad, but he explained that he meant the modern 

world is full of insecurity, fear, war, worry and all the rest of it, and that I just want to escape.
 Q.36. Who is ‘he’ here? 

   (A) Charley  (B) Sam 
   (C) American President  (D) Charley’s grandfather
  Q.37. Who is Charley’s wife? 
   (A) Alicia  (B) Louisiana 
   (C) Louisa  (D) Alice
  Q.38. What did Charley’s friends think about him? 
   (A) That he was an escapist.  (B) That he wanted to go to a safe place. 
   (C) That he didn’t want to face reality.  (D) All of the above
  Q.39. Where did Charley find ‘refuge’? 
   (A) At the Third Level  (B) At the Second Level 
   (C) In Johanessburg  (D) In the Warfield
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 Q.40. A good number of scientific inventions sounded ridiculous and absurd till some brilliant minds 
gave them a concrete shape. This shows that:

   (A) Apparent illogicality sometimes turns out to be a futuristic projection.
   (B) Logic doesn’t give way to future plans. 
   (C) Future plans have their roots in the past.
   (D) Scientific inventions are termed as disasters.

  VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
   On sour cream walls, donations, Shakespeare’s head,
   Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities.
   Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley.
  Q.41. How were the walls built?
   (A) With donations (B) Capital contribution
   (C) Waste material (D) Brick and cement
  Q.42. What do you find in the classroom? 
   (A) Children from various sections of society
   (B) Undernourished children
   (C) Unity in Diversity
   (D) Polished and tiled surfaces
  Q.43. What is the significance of the Tyrolese valley?
   (A) It is in perfect synchronisation with the environment of the classroom.
   (B) It is in contrast to the environment of the classroom.
   (C) It has a striking balance with the environment of the classroom.
   (D) The valley is also dull like the classroom.
  Q.44. What does the word ‘Belled‘ mean here?
   (A) The environment of the classroom. (B) The environment of the valley.
   (C) The shape of the valley. (D) None of these
  Q.45. "Civilized dome riding all cities."
   Which poetic device is used here?
   (A) Simile (B) Personification
   (C) Metaphor (D) Alliteration
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  I found out that Sam bought eight hundred dollars’ worth of old–style currency. That ought to set him 

up in a nice little hay, feed and grain business; he always said that’s what he really wished he could do 
and he certainly can’t go back to his old business.

  Q.46. Which place did Sam reach? 
   (A) Galesburg (B) London
   (C) New Castle (D) Paris
  Q.47. What was the date on the letter?
   (A) Jan 18, 1894 (B) Jul 18, 1894
   (C) Jan 18, 1994 (D) Jul 18, 1994
  Q.48. How was Sam at new place?
   (A) Happy (B) Frustrated
   (C) Trapped (D) Irritated
  Q.49. What was Sam’s occupation?
   (A) Physician (B) Physiologist
   (C) Chemist (D) Psychiatrist
 Q.50. The capacity to oscillate between the past, present and future enables humans to plan for the 

future in the present by ______________________.
   (A) connecting with the past (B) collections from the past
   (C) nostalgic recollections from the past (D) reaping benefits from the past



OSWAAL CBSE Sample Question Papers, Term-I, ENGLISH CORE, Class-XII130
IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. Which poetic technique is used by the poet to state indirectly, her fear of losing her mother through 
the pangs of death?

 (A) Hyperbole (B) Compare and contrast
 (C) Allusion (D) Onomatopoeia

 Q.52. ‘But promises like mine abound in every corner of his bleak world’. This suggests that:
 (A) every day many fake promises are made to these poverty stricken masses.
 (B) not many people make the poor people happy by making promises with them.
 (C) it is very easy for the affluent people to make fake promises. 
 (D) promises keep the spirit of hopefulness alive in the poor people.

  Q.53. “When people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had the 
key to their prison.”

 ‘The key to the prison’ here means:
 (A) Not to lose their language. 
 (B) Be attached to their language.
 (C) Learn the conqueror’s language as soon as possible.
  (D) Respect all the languages equally.
Q.54. What does the phrase ‘familiar ache’ mean? 
 (A) The pain poet had known, her fear from her youthful days.
 (B) The pain poet had not known, her fear of getting old.
 (C) The pain poet had known, her childhood fear.
 (D) The pain poet had not known, her childhood fear.

 Q.55. How can we understand that one is a thread, woven within the exquisite fabric of the cosmic 
order?

 (A) By making noise (B) By keeping quiet
 (C) By meditating (D) Both (B) & (C)

 Q.56. “let’s not speak in any language, 
  let’s stop for one second,”
  Which poetic device is used here?
 (A) Simile (B) Metaphor
 (C) Anaphora (D) Allusion

 Q.57. Mukesh’s example in the ‘Lost Spring’ gives a glimpse _________ in the torturous stories of 
exploitation.

 (A) weakness (B) depression
 (C) solitude (D) determination

 Q.58. “Now I’ll count up to twelve and you keep quiet and I will go.” 
  Why does the poet wish to go at the end of the poem? 
 (A) He is tired and so wants to go to his home.
 (B) He wants to meditate.
 (C) He wants to transform more agitated souls. 
 (D) He wants to study in silence.

 Q.59. Where did Sadao meet Tom? 
 (A) Flung from the river  (B) Flung from the ocean 
 (C) At the clinic  (D) In the bus
Q.60. Which profession did Sadao excel at? 
 (A) Surgery  (B) Medicine
 (C) Surgery and medicine  (D) Veterinary
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  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
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instructions for each question.
  Section C – LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions for each 

question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) One of the greatest sailing adventures of the past 25 years was the conquest of the Northwest 

Passage, powered by sail, human muscle and determination. In 100 days, over three summers 
(1986-88), Canadians Jeff MacInnis and Mike Beedell accomplished the first wind-powered 
crossing of the Northwest Passage.

  (2) In Jeff MacInnis’s words...Our third season. We weave our way through the labyrinth of ice and 
in the distance, we hear an unmistakable sound. A mighty bowhead whale is nearby and its 
rhythmic breaths fill us with awe. Finally, we see it relaxed on the surface, its blowhole quivering 
like a volcanic cone, but it senses our presence and quickly sounds. We are very disappointed. 
We had only good intentions-to revel in its beautiful immensity and to feel its power. Mike thinks 
how foolish it would be for this mighty beast to put any faith in us. After all, we are members of 
the species that had almost sent the bowhead into extinction with our greed for whale oil and 
bone. It is estimated that as many as 38,000 bowheads were killed off eastern Baffin Island in the 
1800s; today, there are only about 200 left.

  (3) We were on the fine edge. Everything that we had learned in the Arctic over the last 90 days 
was now being tested. The fascinating and sometimes terrifying wildlife keeps us entertained 
during our explorations. Bearded harp and ring seals greet us daily. The profusion of bird life is 
awesome; at times, we see and smell hundreds of thousands of thick-billed murres clinging to 
their cliffside nests. Our charts show that we are on the edge of a huge shoal where the frigid 
ocean currents upswell and mix nutrients that provide a feast for the food chain. At times, these 
animals scare the living daylights out of us. They have a knack of sneaking up behind us and then 
shooting out of the water and belly flopping for maximum noise and splash. A horrendous splash 
coming from behind has a heart-stopping effect in polar bear country.
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  (4) We have many encounters with the ‘Lords of the Arctic,’ but we are always cautious, observant 
and ever so respectful that we are in their domain. In some regions, the land is totally devoid of 
life, while in others, the pulse of life takes our breath away. Such is the paradox of the Arctic; it’s 
wastelands flow into oasis’ that are found nowhere else on the face of the earth. Many times, 
we find ancient signs of Inuit people who lived here, superbly attuned to the land. We feel great 
respect for them; this landscape is a challenge at every moment.

  (5) We face a 35 mile open water passage across Prince Regent Inlet on Baffin Island that will take us 
to our ultimate goal - Pond Inlet on Baffin Bay. The breakers look huge from the water’s edge. 

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. The passage is about the:
 (A) author’s sailing adventure through the North West Passage.
 (B) flora and fauna of the Arctic.
 (C) survival skills needed while sailing.
 (D) saving of the Arctic.
Q.2. ‘Lords of the Arctic,’ (used in Para 4) refers to the:
 (A) wind breakers (B) icebergs
 (C) Polar bears (D) Inuits
Q.3. The author’s sailing vessel is named:
 (A) Prince Regent (B) Hobie Cat
 (C) Perception (D) Arctic
Q.4. ‘We were on the fine edge’ refers to:
 (A) the Prince Regent Inlet (B) the ominous sail
 (C) the frigid ocean (D) their expedition
Q.5. According to the passage, which statement is not true?
 (A) A sound from distance was heard. (B) The sound was in rhythm.
 (C) Everyone was pleased to hear the sound. (D) A beautiful whale was seen.
Q.6. When the whale sensed the explorer’s presence, it _______________.
 (A) disappeared (B) dived with enthusiasm
 (C) quickly sounded (D) None of these
Q.7. Which of these pictorials represents the change in population of bowheads over the years?

 

(A) Option 1 
38000

200

 

(B) Option 2 

200

38000

 (C) Option 3 200 200

 (D) Option 4 38000 38000

Q.8. According to the estimation, how many bowheads are left?
 (A) 100 (B) 200
 (C) 38,000 (D) 20,000
Q.9. The explorers found the landscape _______________.
 (A) beautiful (B) challenging
 (C) like an oasis (D) superbly altered
Q.10. In how many days was the first sail powered voyage through Northwest Passage completed?
 (A) 100 (B) 365
 (C) 1000 (D) 2000
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II.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) Human life changes constantly over time. Mobile phones were previously seen only among few 

high-class people and were considered as something lavish. Then slowly, even the average or the 
common men on the street like a cobbler or vegetable vendor could be seen having a cell-phone. 
In the world today, even young kids and school going children are found busily chatting away 
on their mobile phones. Now kids as young as seven and eight too have started owning a mobile 
phone. Welcome to the new age world!

  (2) Studies recommend that mobile phones should only be given to children above sixteen years 
of age. Children below the age of sixteen should not be given mobile phones since their brain is 
too sensitive to withstand the effects of mobile radiation. Since the tissues in the brain and body 
are still developing, these radiations can cause cell damage. Due to the absorption of radiation, 
children can have severe health issues. Although, adults also get affected by these radiations, it 
will be more severe in children because of increased absorption of these radiation levels. Experts 
also believe there is a link between childhood cancer and mobile phone usage among children.

  (3) A survey was conducted to get the views of the parents and teachers as to whether the children 
below sixteen years of age should be given mobiles or not was conducted. The responses received 
were formulated into a pie diagram as under:

Yes, no
restrictions,

7%

Yes, but not
during class
hours, 30%

Yes, but
only in

emergency,
20%

No,
Never, 43%

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. Children have health issues due to ....................... of radiation.
 (A) absorption (B) reflection
 (C) refraction (D) All of these
Q.12. Who is more severely affected due to radiation?
 (A) Children (B) Adults
 (C) Senior citizens (D) None of these
Q.13. Which of these is linked with mobile usage of children?
 (A) Child cancer (B) Child growth
 (C) Child education (D) Child manners
Q.14. Which of these shaded portions represents the option ‘Yes, no restriction’?

 (A)   (B)  

 (C)   (D)  
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Q.15. Which of these options is represented by the shaded portion?

  (A) Yes, no restrictions (B) Yes, but not during class hours
 (C) Yes, but only in emergency (D) No, never
Q.16. What group of parents and teachers are represented by this pictorial representation?

  (A) Yes, no restrictions (B) No, never
 (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) None of these
Q.17. Which word in Para 3 is an antonym of ‘given’?
 (A) Conducted (B) Received
 (C) Formulated (D) Whether
Q.18. According to the studies, what is the recommended age for giving mobile phones?
 (A) 15 (B) 16
 (C) 17 (D) 18

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below. 
  At Rohini, in Delhi you have a three-bedroom flat with all modern amenities. It is fully air – 

conditioned and has power backup. For the sale of this flat, draft a suitable advertisement in not 
more than 50 words to be published in a local daily. Give all the necessary details. Your contact 
number is 9911223344.    

(19) _____________

Available a 3BHK flat in prime Rohini (Delhi) location, (20) _____________, modular kitchen, power 
backup, 24×7 water facility, parking facility, centrally located. Contact: ABC: (21) _____________.

Q.19. (A) Flat Vacant (B) Property To-let
 (C) Flat For Sale (D) Property Wanted
Q.20. (A) all furnished (B) fully furnished
 (C) half furnished (D) not furnished
Q.21. (A) 9911223344 (B) XXX XXX….
 (C) XXX…. (D) 9911XXX….
Q.22. What is motive of an Advertisement?
 (A) To influence masses  (B) To promote the sales of product 
 (C) Both (A) and (B) (D) None of these
Q.23. In an advertisement, name and address of the company are _________ details.
 (A) useless  (B) Essential 
 (C) waste  (D) None of these

  IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below. 
 Q.24. How many paragraphs should be made while writing an Article?
 (A) One or two (B) Two to three
 (C) Three to four (D) Six to seven
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 Q.25. What is fluency in Letter Writing?

 (A) Ability to weave the content together (B) Ability to set the content apart
 (C) Ability to find out the pros and cons (D) Ability to greet and thank the audience
Q.26. Generally, an Article is published in:
 (A) newspaper  (B) Magazine 
 (C) Both (A) and (B)  (D) Neither of these

It gives you a good feeling when you read in the newspapers about how patients from abroad come to 
hospitals in India and get themselves treated at a fraction of the expenses they would have incurred 
elsewhere. Write a letter in about 120–150 words to the editor of a national daily describing the importance 
of medical tourism for India. You are Karan/ Karuna, M 114, Mall Road, Kanpur. 
(27) _______________ 
24 February, 20xx 
(28) _______________
Subject: Importance of Medical Tourism 
Sir,
Medical tourism is a (29) _______________ concept. By it, we mean medical and surgical services being 
availed by the tourists while vacationing or travelling in another country. 
It is good to know that people from all walks of life cut across the entire span of the globe to travel to India 
for their treatment, in order to experience the most competent and world class medical services. India has 
some of the most highly qualified and experienced physicians in the world. The medical facilities present 
in the high–end hospitals of India are at par with the facilities present in the hospitals in Western countries. 
Hospitals are equipped with the latest technologies and the physicians have super– specialization in their 
respective specialities. In addition to the allopathic and modern medicine, India boasts of several other 
traditional medicine options like ayurveda, naturopathy, homeopathy, unani and yoga–cure. 
The cost saving on medical expenses is huge as compared to the Western countries and is one of the biggest 
motivating factors for people who travel all the way to seek treatment in India. For example, the cost of an 
effective knee surgery is almost 40–60% lesser in India than that in the US, even if we include the stay in the 
hospital, tests, surgeon’s fee and transportation costs to and fro from India. 
We hope that this trend continues and medical tourism keeps flourishing in India in the times to come, 
since, it enables our country to earn foreign exchange and to improve relations with other countries too, in 
return enhancing image of India. 
Thank you 
(30) _______________ 
Karan
Q.27. (A) M-114,  (B) The Editor,
   Mall Road,  Times of India,
   Kanpur  Delhi
 (C) To, The Editor,  (D) Karan, M-114, 
   Times of India,  Mall Road,
   Delhi  Kanpur
Q.28. (A) M-114, (B) The Editor, 
   Mall Road,  Times of India,
   Kanpur  Delhi
 (C) To, The Editor,  (D) Karan, M-114,
   Times of India,  Mall Road,
   Delhi  Kanpur
Q.29. (A) novelty and trendy (B) novel and trending
 (C) novelty and trending (D) novel and trendy
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Q.30. (A) Yours sincerely (B) Your Sincerely
 (C) Yours Sincerely (D) Regards & Yours 

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
 M. Hamel went on to talk of the French language, saying that it was the most beautiful language 

in the world — the clearest, the most logical; that we must guard it among us and never forget it, 
because when people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had the 
key to their prison. Then he opened a grammar book and read us our lesson. I was amazed to see how 
well I understood it. All he said seemed so easy, so easy! 

  Q.31.  Which of the following can be attributed to M. Hamel’s declaration about the French language?
   (A) Subject expertise (B) Nostalgic pride
   (C) Factual accuracy (D) Patriotic magnification
  Q.32. Read the quotes given below.
   (i)  Those who know nothing of foreign languages, know nothing of their own. – Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe
   (ii)  Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come from and where 

they are going. – Rita Mae Brown
   (iii) A poor man is like a foreigner in his own country. – Ali Ibn Abi Talib
   (iv)  The greatest propaganda in the world is our mother tongue, that is what we learn as children 

and which we learn unconsciously. That shapes our perceptions for life. – Marshal McLuhan
   Choose the option that might best describe M. Hamel’s viewpoint.
   (A) Option (i) (B) Option (ii)
   (C) Option (iii) (D) Option (iv)
  Q.33. “I was amazed to see how well I understood it.”
   Select the option that does NOT explain why Franz found the grammar lesson “easy”.
   (A) Franz was paying careful attention in class this time.
   (B) M. Hamel was being extremely patient and calm in his teaching.
   (C) Franz was inspired and had found a new meaning and purpose to learning.
   (D) Franz had realised that French was the clearest and most logical language.
  Q.34. Franz was able to understand the grammar lesson easily because he was___________ .
   (A) receptive (B) appreciative
   (C) introspective (D) competitive
  Q.35. What made Franz forget M. Hamel's ruler and crankiness?
   (A) Police Patrolling (B) Strange Quietness
   (C) Bustle on the streets (D) The idea of his going away
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  “We must simply tell them we intend to give him to the police- as indeed we must, Sadao. We must 

think of the children and your position. It would endanger all of us if we did not give this man over as 
a prisoner of war.”

  Q.36. Who is ‘them’ here? 
   (A)  Sadao’s father and mother  (B)  Servants of the house 
   (C)  General and his assassins  (D)  Sadao’s children
  Q.37. Why ‘he’ needed to be handed over to the police?
   (A)  He was an enemy soldier.  (B)  He was a murderer.
   (C)  He was a sought after criminal.  (D)  All of these
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  Q.38. Which ‘position’ is being talked about here? 
   (A)  Sadao was a famous astrologer. 
   (B)  Sadao was an army personnel.
   (C)  Sadao was a respectable doctor and scientist.
   (D)  Sadao was a true politician.
  Q.39. How would ‘his’ presence endanger them?
   (A)  They would be assassinated.
   (B)  They would be exiled.
   (C)  They would be killed by him.
   (D)  They would be termed as traitors and would be punished by law.
  Q.40. Where did Dr. Sadao live? 
   (A) America  (B) United Kingdom
   (C) Japan  (D) USSR

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 

  On sour cream walls, donations, Shakespeare’s head, 
  Cloudless at dawn, civilized dome riding all cities.
  Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open–handed map,
  Awarding the world its world.    
  Q.41. What is the condition of the classroom wall?
   (A) State of maintenance (B) State of neglect
   (C) State of delight (D) State of richness
  Q.42. What aspects show a civilized race? 
   (A) Picture of Tyrolese valley (B) Shakespeare’s bust
   (C) World map (D) All of these
  Q.43. What is the specialty of the Tyrolese Valley?
   (A) Flowers (B) Bells
   (C) Carpets (D) Maps
  Q.44. What type of map has been referred to here?
   (A) Close-handed map (B) Open–handed map
   (C) Foldable map (D) Globe
  Q.45. The objects present in the slum classroom are a mismatch because:
   (A) the teacher is distasteful. (B) everything is donated.
   (C) the students don't take care of them. (D)  people don't know how to appreciate them.
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:

  His father had taken him often to the islands of those seas, and never had he failed to say to the little 
brave boy at his side, ''Those islands yonder, they are the stepping stones to the future for Japan.”

  Q.46. Who is the ‘little boy’ here? 
   (A)  Sadao’s father  (B)  Sadao’s cousin 
   (C)  Sam’s friend  (D)  Sadao
  Q.47. What is the meaning of ‘yonder’?
   (A) At a distance  (B) Nearby 
   (C) Adjacent  (D) All of these
  Q.48. ‘Stepping stones’ refer to: 
   (A)  Means of progression.  (B)  Means of advancement
   (C)  Both A and B  (D)  Neither A nor B
  Q.49. What was his father’s advice to Dr. Sadao?
   (A)  The future was limited and it depended on what one made it.
   (B)  The future was limitless and it depended on what one made it.
   (C)  The future was limitless and opportunity should be used to benefit oneself.
   (D)  The future was limited and so one has to be selfish to gain name and fame.
  Q.50. What was the chief concern of Sadao’s father? 
   (A) Good education of his son  (B) Birth of his son 
   (C) Private hospital of his son  (D) Retirement planning for himself
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IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. What is Saheb’s role in the harrowing stories of exploitation?
 (A) He acts as a rebel. 
  (B) He displays resilience and acceptance for his pitiable condition.
 (C) He fights for his rights as well as the rights of his people.
 (D) All of the above.

 Q.52. Why did Douglas’ father laugh when he was drowned under a wave in California beach?
 (A) It was his father’s habit to laugh unnecessarily.
 (B) His father didn’t laugh, rather he was serious.
 (C) There was no serious issue as it was a playful activity.
 (D) His father wanted to teach him a lesson.

 Q.53. What was the long lasting impact of the drowning incident on Douglas?
 (A) He was traumatised mentally.
 (B) He was traumatised physically.
 (C) He was traumatised mentally and physically.
 (D) He felt traumatised to the core and was affected adversely. 
Q.54. The image of the merry children ‘spilling out of their homes’ depict happiness and 

______________________.
 (A)  spontaneous overflow of life
 (B)  activity
 (C)  overwhelming desire to embrace life
 (D)  exaggeration of thoughts 

 Q.55. Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example.
  With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal —
  For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes
  From fog to endless night?
 What is the tone of these lines?
 (A) Sombre and hopeless (B)  Intensely frustrated
 (C) Vehemently appealing (D)  Enthusiastic and exciting

 Q.56. “Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example.”
  Why did the poet use such negative adjectives?
 (A)  Because the world created by them is unattainable for slum dwellers.
 (B)  Because the world created by them is misleading.
 (C)  Because the world created by them is ambiguous.
 (D)  All of these 

 Q.57. The tone of the poem, Keeping Quiet, is _____________.
 (A)  agitated (B)  enthusiastic
 (C)  optimistic (D)  serene

 Q.58. To keep quiet is to _____________ the death.
 (A)  escape (B)  embrace
 (C)  accept (D)  threaten

 Q.59. Who had sent that ‘First Day cover and when? 
 (A)  Sam’s father in 1892 (B)  Sam’s uncle in 1984
 (C)  Sam’s friend in 1849 (D)  Sam in 1894
Q.60. What happens when Charley enters the Grand Central Station? 
 (A)  He finds a huge tree like Station 
 (B)  new staircases, corridors and tunnels 
 (C)  tree keeps spreading its roots throwing rooms and windows 
 (D)  All of these

nnn



OSWAAL CBSE Sample Question Papers, Term-I, ENGLISH CORE, Class-XII140



Time : 90 Minutes

Maximum Marks : 40
ENGLISH CORE

CBSE 

Sample Question Papers

Self Assessment Paper

General Instructions :
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
  Section A – READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific instructions for 

each question.
  Section B – WRITING SKILLS has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
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question.
(ii) All questions carry equal marks.
(iii) There is no negative marking.

READING

I.  Read the passage given below: 
  (1) For four days, I walked through the narrow lanes of the old city, enjoying the romance of being 

in a city where history still lives—in its cobblestone streets and in its people riding asses, carrying 
vine leaves and palm as they once did during the time of Christ.

  (2) This is Jerusalem, home to the sacred sites of Christianity, Islam and Judaism. This is the place that 
houses the church of the Holy Sepulchre, the place where Jesus was finally laid to rest. This is also 
the site of Christ’s crucifixion, burial and resurrection.

  (3) Built by the Roman Emperor Constantine, at the site of an earlier temple to Aphrodite, it is the 
most venerated Christian shrine in the world. And justifiably so. Here, within the church, are the 
last five stations of the cross; the 10th station where Jesus was stripped of his clothes, the 11th, 
where he was nailed to the cross, the 12th, where he died on the cross, the 13th, where the body 
was removed from the cross, and the 14th, his tomb.

  (4) For all this weighty tradition, the approach and entrance to the church is nondescript. You have 
to ask for directions. Even to the devout Christian pilgrims walking along the Via Dolorosa—The 
Way of Sorrows—first nine stations look clueless. Then a courtyard appears, hemmed in by other 
buildings and a doorway to one side. This leads to a vast area of huge stone architecture.

  (5) Immediately inside the entrance is your first stop. It’s the stone of anointing : this is the place, 
according to Greek tradition, where Christ was removed from the cross. The Roman Catholics, 
however, believe it to be the spot where Jesus’ body was prepared for burial by Joseph.

  (6) What happened next? Jesus was buried. He was taken to a place outside the city of Jerusalem 
where other graves existed and there, he was buried in a cave. However, all is long gone, destroyed 
by continued attacks and rebuilding; what remains is the massive—and impressive—Rotunda (a 
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round building with a dome) that Emperor Constantine built. Under this and right in the centre 
of the Rotunda, is the structure that contains the Holy Sepulchre.

  (7) ‘How do you know that this is Jesus’ tomb?’ I asked one of the pilgrims standing next to me. He 
was clueless, more interested, like the rest of them, in the novelty of it and in photographing it, 
than in its history or tradition.

  (8) At the start of the first century, the place was a disused quarry outside the city walls. According 
to the gospels, Jesus’ crucifixion occurred ‘at a place outside the city walls with graves nearby’. 
Archaeologists have discovered tombs from that era, so the site is compatible with the biblical 
period.

  (9) The structure at the site is a marble tomb built over the original burial chamber. It has two rooms 
and you enter four at a time into the first of these, the Chapel of the Angel. Here the angel is 
supposed to have sat on a stone to recount Christ’s resurrection. A low door made of white 
marble, partly worn away by pilgrims’ hands, leads to a smaller chamber inside. This is the ‘room 
of the tomb’, the place where Jesus was buried.

  (10) We entered in a single file. On my right was a large marble slab that covered the original rock 
bench on which the body of Jesus was laid. A woman knelt and prayed. Her eyes were wet with 
tears. She pressed her face against the slab to hide them, but it only made it worse.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by choosing the 
correct option.     
Q.1. How does Jerusalem still retain the charm of the ancient era?
 (A) There are narrow lanes. (B) Roads are paved with cobblestones.
 (C) People can be seen riding assess. (D) All of the above
Q.2. Holy Sepulchre is sacred to:
 (A) Christianity (B) Islam
 (C) Judaism (D) All of the above
Q.3. Why does one have to constantly ask for directions to the church?
 (A) Its lanes are narrow. 
 (B) Entrance to the church is nondescript.
 (C) People are not tourist-friendly.
 (D) Everyone is lost in enjoying the romance of the place.
Q.4. How many stations were there in the church?
 (A) 10 (B) 14
 (C) 12 (D) 5
Q.5. Christ was crucified at:
 (A) Jerusalem (B) Tomb
 (C) Church (D) Via Dolorosa
Q.6. Jesus was nailed to the cross at the ________________.
 (A) 10th station (B) 11th station
 (C) Aphrodite (D) his tomb
Q.7. The courtyard shows ways to ___________________.
 (A) The way of sorrows (B) a vast area of huge stone architecture
 (C) Neither (A) nor (B) (D) Both (A) and (B)
Q.8. Jesus was removed from cross at _______________.
 (A) Stone of Anointing (B) Aphrodite
 (C) Via Dolorosa (D) None of these
Q.9. Rotunda was built by ____________.
 (A) an emperor (B) an architect
 (C) by the Roman Catholics (D) None of these
Q.10. Where was Jesus buried?
 (A) In a cave  (B) At a place outside the city
 (C) In the Holy Sepulchre  (D) Both (A) and (B)
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II.  Read the passage given below: 
  Conference series LLC Ltd. organises a conference series of 1000+ global events inclusive of 300+ 

conferences, 900+ upcoming and previous symposiums and workshops in USA, Europe and Asia 
with support from 1000 more Scientific societies and publishes 700+ open access journals which 
contain over 30000 eminent personalities, reputed scientists as Editorial board members. Recycling 
and Waste Management Convention 2018 proudly invites contributors across the globe to 9th World 
Convention on Recycling and Waste Management during October 22-23,2018 in Osaka, Japan, which 
includes prompt keynote presentations, oral talks, poster presentations and exhibitions. We are 
delighted to say that it is the 9th World Convention on Recycling and Waste Management which will 
be held in the beautiful city of Osaka, Japan and hence, we invite you all to attend and register.

 9th World Convention on Recycling and Waste Management is mainly based on the theme 
“Advocating Waste Disposal and Recycling Practices for Clean and Green Environment.” We warmly 
welcome all the participants— leading scientists, researchers and scholars of the world to attend 
the convention. We provide a platform for young researchers and students to present their research 
through oral presentations through which they can develop a foundation for collaboration among 
young researchers. The organising committee aims at setting a platform for all the budding scientists 
and researchers to present their real-time work and share their views and aspects related to the 
theme of the conference. The organising committee is gearing up for an exciting and informative 
conference programme including plenary lecture, symposia, workshops on a variety of topics, poster 
presentations and various programmes for participants from all over the world.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by choosing the 
correct option.  
Q.11. What theme is being highlighted after reading the given passage?
 (A) Efficient means of reducing garbage
 (B) Efficient ways of waste disposal
 (C) Various techniques to be employed to recycle the goods
 (D) Both (B) and (C) 
Q.12. On observing the pie-chart, which two types of waste have been recycled at the rate of 4% each?
 (A) Furniture and used electronics (B) Branches and wood and sharp shelters 
 (C) Furniture and hazardous waste (D) All of the above
Q.13. On observing the chart, which type of waste is generated the most?
 (A) Confidential documents (B) Paper waste
 (C) Miscellaneous (D) Plastic or metal or glass
Q.14. Which of the following activities contribute collectively towards paper waste recycled percentage?
 (A) Plastic or metal or glass and metal.
 (B) Confidential documents and plastic or metal or glass.
 (C) Miscellaneous recycled waste and confidential documents.
  (D) None of the above
Q.15. What does the given data represent?
 (A) The types of waste that haven’t been generated
 (B) The amount and degree of recycled waste
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 (C) The increasing trend of recycling and waste management
  (D) Both (B) and (C) 
Q.16. What has been considered as an efficient means to reduce landfill area?
 (A)  Sorting of waste (B)  Recycling or composting waste
 (C)  Both (A) and (B) (D)  None of the above
Q.17. What are the main reasons of waste management and recycling it?
 (A)  To not over-exploit the resources
 (B)  Reducing the dump of landfill area
 (C)  Leaving behind the quality of environment free from pollution 
 (D)  All of the above
Q.18. Which notion in the conference has been emphasised to be deployed?
 (A) Waste management  (B) Recycling of goods 
 (C) Waste disposal management  (D) Reshaping Earth’s future

WRITING

III. Answer any four out of the five questions given below.
  You are Dhruv/Nidhi, the Student Editor of your school magazine, ‘The Buds’. Write a notice in not 

more than 50 words to be placed on your school notice board, inviting short stories, articles, poems 
etc., from students of all classes for the school magazine. Give all the necessary details.  

(19) _______________ 
NOTICE

1 March, 20xx 
(20) _______________ 

All the students are hereby informed that the next edition of the School Magazine will be published very 
soon. All the students are invited to make contributions for the same. Interested students are requested to 
hand over their articles to Rohan, Asst. Editor of the magazine, latest by 31 March, 20xx. 
For further details, kindly contact the undersigned. 
Dhruv 
(21) _______________ 
‘The Buds’

Q.19. (A) The Buds (B) School Magazine
 (C) Abc School Delhi (D) The Principal
Q.20. (A) Student Editor Inviting (B) Inviting Student Editor
 (C) Inviting Students For Magazine (D) Inviting Articles For Magazine
Q.21. (A) Dhruv (B) Student Editor
 (C) Editor in-charge (D) Student representative
Q.22. What makes Classified Advertisements perfect ? 
 (A) Well written phrases  (B) Catchy heading 
 (C) Clear details  (D) All of these 
Q.23. Which Of The Following Classified Advertisement requires a brief description of person ? 
 (A) To-let  (B) Situation wanted 
 (C) Missing  (D) None  

  IV. Answer any six of the seven questions given below.
 Q.24. Which pronoun should be avoided while writing an Article?
 (A) I (B) We
 (C) You (D) They

 Q.25. What are the elements of ‘Conclusion’ in Letter Writing?
 (A) Suggestions (B) Remedial Measures
 (C) Reminders (D) All of these
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Q.26. What should be the ratio of active and passive voice while writing an Article?
 (A) 30 : 70 (B) 70 : 30
 (C) 50 : 50 (D) 10 : 90
A 12-year-old boy in your neighbourhood drives a car and the parents proudly boast of it. Write an article 
in 120-150 words on the hazards of underage driving and the need to educate the young ones and their 
parents on the consequences of unlawful driving. You are Vishnu/ Vaishnavi. [Comptt. Delhi Set III, 2015]

Hazards of Underage Driving
-by Vishnu

(27) _______________ is extremely dangerous and illegal. Not only it is a really stupid thing to do, but also 
hazardous to oneself and the community. 
You are required to take driving education for a reason. That reason is, it teaches you how to be safe on the 
road. If you think you know everything about driving and that you don’t need to take a driver’s education, 
you are dead wrong. If you (28) _______________ because you are underage, you could get hurt or even kill 
someone. It’s dangerous to the other people on the road too. By not even having a driver’s education you 
could do something out of panic, i.e., hurt someone or ruin someone’s vehicle. 
Parents should also be cautious regarding this. It is better to say ‘no’ to their children rather than sending 
them right into the (29) _______________ and death. One should understand that there is a proper age and 
training for driving. There are laws regarding that. If we ignore this we would not only be breaking the law 
but also (30) _______________ our own and other’s lives.
Q.27. (A) Underage driver (B) Underaged driving
 (C) Underage driving (D) Underrage Driving 
Q.28. (A) drive without a license (B) drive with a license
 (C) drive without licensed  (D) driving without license
Q.29. (A) clutch of danger (B) clasp of danger
 (C) clamp of danger (D) class of danger 
Q.30. (A) danger (B) dangering
 (C) endanger (D) endangering

LITERATURE

This section has sub-sections: V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. There are a total of 30 questions in the section.
Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

  V.  Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  “I will learn to drive a car,” he answers, looking straight into my eyes. His dream looms like a mirage 

amidst the dust of streets that fill his town Firozabad, famous for its bangles. Every other family in 
Firozabad is engaged in making bangles. It is the centre of India’s glass-blowing industry where 
families have spent generations working around furnaces, wielding glass, making bangles for all the 
women in the land it seems.

  Mukesh’s family is among them. None of them know that it is illegal for children like him to work 
in the glass furnaces with high temperatures, in dingy cells without air and light; that the law, if 
enforced, could get him and all those 20,000 children out of the hot furnaces where they slog their 
daylight hours, often losing the brightness of their eyes. Mukesh’s eyes beam as he volunteers to take 
me home, which he proudly says is being rebuilt.  

  Q.31. The simile ‘dream looms like a mirage amidst the dust of streets’ indicates that his dream was:
   (A) A reality, yet seemed distant (B) Lost in the sea of dust
   (C) Illusory and indistinct (D) Hanging in the dusty air
  Q.32. ‘I will learn to drive a car,’ he answers, looking straight into my eyes. This sentence highlights 

Mukesh was _____________.
   1. determined 2. fearless
   3. hopeful 4. valiant
   5. ambitious 6. stern
   (A) 1 & 5 (B) 2 & 4
   (C) 2 & 5 (D) 3 & 6
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  Q.33. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE with reference to the extract?
   (A) Children work in badly lit and poorly ventilated furnaces.
   (B) The children are unaware that it is forbidden by law to work in the furnaces.
   (C) Children toil in the furnaces for hours which affects their eyesight.
   (D) Firozabad has emerged as a nascent producer of bangles in the country.
  Q.34. Every other family in Firozabad is engaged in making bangles, indicates that:
   (A) bangle making is the only industry that flourishes in Firozabad.
   (B) the entire population of Firozabad is involved in bangle making.
   (C) majority of the population in Firozabad is involved in bangle making.
   (D) bangle making is the most loved occupation in Firozabad.
  Q.35. Find the word  which means ‘hearth’.
   (A)  Amidst (B)  Furnace
   (C)  Mirage (D)  Insists
VI. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  The white man ought to die. First he was shot. Then the sea caught him and wounded him with her 

rocks. If the master heals what the gun did and what the sea did they will take revenge on us.
  Q.36. Who is the speaker? 
   (A)  Hana (B)  Yumi 
   (C)  Gardener  (D)  Sadao
  Q.37. Why ‘white man ought to die’?
   (A)  He was fated to die and they had no business to save him. 
   (B)  He was badly injured and chances of survival were very bleak. 
   (C)  He was an enemy soldier. 
   (D)  All of these
  Q.38. ‘they will take revenge on us.’ Who are ‘they’ here?
   (A)  Their countrymen  (B)  The Americans 
   (C)  The gun and the sea  (D)  The servants
  Q.39. What is revealed about the speaker after reading the above extract? 
   (A)  He is an intelligent person.  (B)  He foresees future. 
   (C)  He is a superstitious person.  (D)  He is a patriot.
  Q.40. The wounded enemy soldier was kept in: 
   (A)  Sadao’s guestroom  (B)  Sadao’s father’s room  
   (C)  Sadao’s servant quarter  (D)  Sadao’s study room

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow: 
   And, yet for these 
   children, these windows, not this map their world, 
   Where all their future’s painted with a fog.
  Q.41. Who are the ‘children’ referred to here?
   (A) Poor children (B) Rich children
   (C) Children of all sections of the society (D) Children belonging to foreign land
  Q.42. Which map is the poet talking about in the above lines? 
   (A) Asian map (B) European map
   (C) American map (D) World map
  Q.43. What do the words ‘these windows, their world’ refer to?
   (A) Windows and world of slum. 
   (B) Windows and world of classroom.
   (C) Windows of classroom and world of slum.
   (D) Windows of slum and world of classroom.



147Sample Question Papers

  Q.44. What sort of future do the slum children have?
   (A) Pathetic (B) Wonderful
   (C) Bright (D) Dream come true
  Q.45. Who is the poet of these lines?
   (A) Stephen Spender (B) Robert Frost
   (C) John Keats (D) William Blake
VIII. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow:
  At this moment he felt the tip of his instrument strike against something hard, dangerously near the 

kidney. All thoughts left him.
  Q.46. What was the moment? 
   (A)  When Hana was asking Sadao about the scars.
   (B)  When Hana was telling Sadao to abandon the white man.
   (C)  When the gardener threatened Sadao that he would call the police.
   (D)  When Yumi refused to wash the wounds of the enemy.
  Q.47. What was ‘something hard’?
   (A)  A microphone  (B)  A gun 
   (C)  A bullet  (D)  A knife
  Q.48. Who had made Sadao a skilled surgeon?
   (A)  His father  (B)  Hana 
   (C)  His Japanese Anatomy Professor  (D)  His old American Professor of Anatomy
  Q.49. Which ‘thoughts’ are being referred here? 
   (A)  Sadao now wanted to kill the enemy soldier and be a true patriot. 
   (B)  Sadao now wanted to save the wounded person by being a true doctor. 
   (C)  Sadao was only concerened about his wife and children. 
   (D)  Sadao was a forgetful person.
  Q.50. Sadao became not only a surgeon but also: 
   (A) an astronomer (B) a scientist 
   (C) a pianist  (D) a vocalist

IX. Attempt the following.

 Q.51. Douglas was frightened when he was thrown into the pool. However, he was not frightened out 
of his wits. What is the meaning of the underlined phrase here?

 (A)  To remain calm and cool in intense situation.
 (B)  To be shocked or scared very suddenly and severely.
 (C)  To have presence of mind.
 (D)  To think foolishly.

 Q.52. How did the instructor “build a swimmer” out of Douglas?
 (A)  The instructor built a swimmer out of Douglas piece by piece.
 (B)  The instructor built a swimmer out of Douglas bite by bite.
 (C)  The instructor built a swimmer out of Douglas in bits and parts.
 (D)  The instructor built a swimmer out of Douglas inch by inch.

 Q.53. “A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky
  Far far from rivers, capes, and stars of words”
 Which words in these lines contrast the suffocating prospects which the slum education brings for 

the children?
 (A)  A narrow street sealed
 (B)  lead sky
 (C)  Far far from rivers, capes and stars of words
 (D)  from rivers, capes and stars 
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Q.54. “Perhaps the earth can teach us/ as when everything seems dead/ and later proves to be alive”. 

Identify the poetic device used here. 

 (A)  Irony (B)  Simile 

 (C)  Metaphor (D)  Hyperbole  

 Q.55. “and not move our arms so much.” Name the figure of speech used here.

 (A)  Irony (B)  Pun 

 (C)  Metaphor (D)  Hyperbole  

 Q.56. “these children

  Wear skins peeped through by bones”

  What is the meaning of this line?

 (A)  The children wear transparent clothes. (B)  The children wear torn clothes.

 (C)  The children are body builders. (D)  The children are malnourished

 Q.57. Replace ‘Deep Water’ with a suitable title.

 (A)  From fear to phobia (B)  Good swimmer

 (C)  Fear of fear (D)  Triumph over fear

 Q.58. What does the poet actually pleads for in this poem? 

 (A)  To bring about end to mass massacre.

 (B)  To transform the sour temptation of the bourgeoisie's reality into donations.

 (C)  To transform the sour temptation of the bourgeoisie's donations into a reality.

 (D)  To have peace in the world.

 Q.59. How does the story interweave fantasy and reality? 

 (A)  For Charley’s tendency to treat harsh realities with his imaginary Third Level.

 (B)  It presents imagination. 

 (C)  Imagination happens at Central Station. 

 (D)  Charley was frustrated with reality.

Q.60. Why do you think the Third Level was an escape for Charley? 

 (A)  Because it existed at the third story 

 (B)  Because Sam knew about it 

 (C)  Because he shared it with Sam 

 (D)  Because it existed only in his fantasy and not in reality

nnn
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (B) is correct.
2. Option (A) is correct.
3. Option (C) is correct.
4. Option (B) is correct.
5. Option (A) is correct.
6. Option (C) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (D) is correct.
9. Option (C) is correct.
10. Option (C) is correct.
11. Option (D) is correct.
12. Option (C) is correct.
13. Option (B) is correct.
14. Option (A) is correct.
15. Option (A) is correct.
16. Option (C) is correct.
17. Option (A) is correct.
18. Option (D) is correct.
19. Option (A) is correct.
20. Option (D) is correct.
21. Option (B) is correct.
22. Option (B) is correct.
23. Option (A) is correct.
24. Option (B) is correct.
25. Option (A) is correct.
26. Option (A) is correct.
27. Option (A) is correct.
28. Option (B) is correct.
29. Option (D) is correct.
30. Option (A) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel is referred as 
'Poor' as he was taking his last lesson in 
that school where he had taught for forty 
years.

32. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Villagers never understood 
that how essential Education was. They 
learned a little and when the realized 
this fact, it was too late. Their land and 
language were overpowered by Germans. 

33. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel used to send his 
students for watering plants and petty 
errands. This negligence on his part raises 
the question of his being 'faithful'. 

34. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: On the last day the villagers 
had also come to school and they 
transformed when they heard his last 
words. M. Hamel. told them to hold on 
their mother tongue, their identity as it was 
their only way to get back the lost freedom.

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The teacher had on his 
beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt and 
the little black silk cap, all embroidered, 
that he never wore except on inspection 
and prize days.

36. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Dereliction of duty- avoiding/ 
being careless in performing the duty.

37. Option (D)  is correct.

Explanation: Sadao, then was relaxed and 
stopped blaming himself.

38. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The General, enjoyed his 
position but was tired due to his old age, 
his health was his priority but he was not so 
selfish that he would put Sadao in trouble.

39. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Idioms are matched with 
their correct meanings.

2
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40. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The servants didn't like 
the idea of giving shelter to an enemy 
in the house. Yumi, the governess of the 
children, stubbornly refused to wash the 
white man and threatened to leave the job 
if she was forced.

41. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Youth contrasted with 
mother’s old age.

42. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Due to the mother’s old age, 
the daughter is apprehensive about her 
mother’s approaching end.

43. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Mother lost her youthful 
grace and charm due to her old age.

44. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Personification- human 
quality imparted to trees; Simile- 
comparison using as/ like; Imagery- 
painting picture with the words.

45. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Due to the mother’s old age, 
the daughter is apprehensive about her 
mother’s approaching end. 

46. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: An unconscious state due to 
an accident.

47. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao was being practical in 
approach but Hana was a bit apprehensive 
about sheltering an American.

48. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: A problem or a situation in 
which the desired outcome is impossible 
to achieve owing to contradictory or 
illogical rules, regulations or conditions.

49. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: But neither of them moved. 
They were staring with curious repulsion 
upon the inert figure.

50. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He was an American (enemy 
country)

51. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The bulletin-board that 
hangs outside the town hall represents 
the oppression of the Prussian occupiers 
who have invaded the region of Alsace-
Lorraine. Over the two years of Prussian 
occupation, all of the village’s bad news 
had come from the board.

52. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: It means the person feels 
defeated or under-estimated.

53. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Picture of Shakespeare and a 
map can be seen.

54. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The poet is appealing the 
readers to understand his views and work 
for a common cause.

55. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The workers in the bangle 
industry of Firozabad carry out their 
ancestral profession with pride, they 
believe in Karma theory and therefore, 
consider poverty to be their destiny. 
Moreover, the middle men like bureaucrats 
and politicians never let these people 
flourish.

56. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Somebody, in some corner 
of the world takes an unnecessary 
action which jeopardizes the fate of 
everybody else. By writing about those 
who “prepare wars”, the speaker hints at 
the manufactured nature of war which 
is intended to satisfy specific interests of 
interested parties and devastate the lives 
of others.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Children who live in 
suffocating hovels (cramped holes) or 
slum houses, move from one endless night 
to another without any dawn of hope.

58. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Wading means to walk in 
water that is not very deep.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: When he finds himself 
on the third level, he was convinced 
that he had reached the third level at 
Grand Central Station as he found it 
a different world of gas lights, brass 
spittoons, derby hats, beards, side buns 
and fancy moustaches.

60. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The general layout of the 
third level was different from that of the 
second level. It had comparatively smaller 
rooms, fewer ticket windows and lesser 
train gates.
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (B) is correct.
2. Option (C) is correct.
3. Option (B) is correct.
4. Option (A) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (A) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (B) is correct.
9. Option (C) is correct.
10. Option (C) is correct.
11. Option (A) is correct.
12. Option (D) is correct.
13. Option (A) is correct.
14. Option (B) is correct.
15. Option (D) is correct.
16. Option (A) is correct.
17. Option (C) is correct.
18. Option (D) is correct.
19. Option (A) is correct.
20. Option (C) is correct.
21. Option (D) is correct.
22. Option (C) is correct.
23. Option (D) is correct.
24. Option (B) is correct.
25. Option (C) is correct.
26. Option (D) is correct.
27. Option (A) is correct.
28. Option (C) is correct.
29. Option (D) is correct.
30. Option (C) is correct.
31. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Franz was embarrassed 
as he had come late. He also knew that 
teacher might punish him so he jumped 
up and sat down quickly.

32. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Owing to his fear, Franz 
could not see the change in the dress 
worn by M. Hamel.

33. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel had to deliver 
his last lesson, so he had worn that 
dress which he used to wear on special 
occasions.

34. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: When Franz entered the 
classroom he found the class silent unlike 
other days.

35. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He was late as he was always 
casual about reaching school on time.

36. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Allegory means a story, 
poem or picture that can be interpreted 
to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a 
moral or political one.

37. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He thought that his 
psychiatrist friend would make fun of 
him.

38. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Growth in terms of 
expansion.

39. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Tentative- not certain or 
fixed; provisional.

3
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40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Charley was doubtful about 
his moves and also speculative about his 
future.

41. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: It is recalling an incident 
from past memories.

42. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Some last years/ moments of 
the life of poet's mother.

43. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Some truths are hard to 
accept and believe, as parting from our 
loved ones.

44. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Simile

45. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Simile

46. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The narrator is trying to 
involve the readers in the story to have a 
lasting impression.

47. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The line that proves this is 
– ‘the men smoking cigars and talking 
quietly, the women waving palm-leaf 
fans’.

48. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Clear and detailed 
description, a picture can be formed with 
words.

49. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: No referential comparison 
done; no archaic words used here.

50. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Charley wanted to go there 
to escape from insecurity, fear, war, worry 
and tension of the modern world.

51. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Slums are like blots on the 
map of a civilized world as they indicate 
poverty and class inequality.

52. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The poet compares her 
dozing pale mother to a corpse and this 
almost reflexive comparison that the 
poet makes in her head culminates in the 
brutal realization that her source of life 
had actually aged and become old. But 
before the poet could even complete this 
painful train of thought, she brushed it 
aside, not allowing this realization to get 
processed. 

53. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Oppression means harassment.

54. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: She has not enjoyed even 
one full meal in her entire lifetime. Her 
husband, an old man says, “I know 
nothing except bangles. All I have done 
is make a house for the family to live in.”

55. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The winning as well as the 
losing side lose their people and those 
who survive may also undergo trauma or 
guilt.

56. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Self-introspection will bring 
people together.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: To fulfil the demands of one’s 
career, one has to part away from the old 
parents and thus, feel helpless not being 
able to perform one’s responsibilities at 
the home-front.

58. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: In this chapter, he tells 
us how as a young boy, he was nearly 
drowned in the swimming pool. 
Thereafter, he feared water so much that 
he avoided it whenever he could.

59. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The doctor felt rewarded 
after saving the soldier’s life as a sincere 
doctor and helping him to escape.

60. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: When the General's 
men did not come to kill the 
American, Sadao decided to save his life. 
Dr. Sadao gave his boat to the young 
soldier, arranged food for him and 
provided him valuable information which 
helped him to escape successfully. This is 
how Sadao helped the American soldier 
flee and thereby, saved his life.



Time : 90 Minutes

Maximum Marks : 40
ENGLISH CORE

CBSE 

Sample Question Papers

Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (C) is correct.
2. Option (D) is correct.
3. Option (C) is correct.
4. Option (B) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (B) is correct.
7. Option (D) is correct.
8. Option (D) is correct.
9. Option (A) is correct.
10. Option (B) is correct.
11. Option (A) is correct.
12. Option (B) is correct.
13. Option (C) is correct.
14. Option (C) is correct.
15. Option (A) is correct.
16. Option (A) is correct.
17. Option (B) is correct.
18. Option (C) is correct.
19. Option (D) is correct.
20. Option (A) is correct.
21. Option (D) is correct.
22. Option (C) is correct.
23. Option (B) is correct.
24. Option (A) is correct.
25. Option (B) is correct.
26. Option (C) is correct.
27. Option (D) is correct.
28. Option (A) is correct.
29. Option (A) is correct.
30. Option (B) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: None of the statements is 
true.

32. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Repression- the action or 
process of suppressing a thought or desire 
in oneself so that it remains unconscious.

33. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: A bully tossed him into the 
pool for the sake of fun when Douglas 
went for swimming in the 'safe' YMCA 
swimming pool.

34. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Inflatable armbands/ water 
wings.

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All the options mean the 
same.

36. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: She- Hana

37. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Japanese robe with wide 
sleeves.

38. Option (B) is correct.

39. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao and Hana met at 
Professor Harley’s home.

40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao with his wife Hana.

41. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The final stanza of the 
poem is a vehement appeal to change the 
conditions of the children. 

4



155Solutions
42. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The poet’s fervent appeal is 
to bring about positive transformation in 
the lives of the slum dwellers.

43. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: make their world ; Run 
azure on gold sands

44. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The poem uses a brilliant 
imagery to describe the blue sky and the 
open space that the children should at 
least be provided with.

45. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Anaphora: Run azure...; Run 
naked; Imagery: Image can be created 
while reading the lines

46. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Sluggishness means feeling 
lazy due to disinterest.

47. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao was being practical in 
approach but Hana was a bit apprehensive 
about sheltering an American.

48. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: To be in hot water - to be in 
or get into a difficult situation in which 
you are in danger of being criticized or 
punished.

49. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: But neither of them moved. 
They were staring with curious repulsion 
upon the inert figure.

50. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: They were definitely 
different from the other Japanese 
because they had not given up their 
humanity, especially Dr. Sadao who had 
not forgotten a physician's duty, despite 
facing the chance of being condemned as 
a traitor. 

51. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All the pictures show child 
exploitation due to poverty.

52. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: ‘bustle and noise’ is similar 
to commotion and chaos.

53. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The poet feels that some 
soul – searching is needed for us to be at 
peace with ourselves and others.

54. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Extremely poor and pathetic 
survival conditions and family lineage 
and traditions.

55. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Childhood stage is always 
full of energy and high spirits and happy 
playful children enhance this effect.

56. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Douglas’ dislike of water 
first began when he was three years old 
and had gone to the California beach with 
his father. He was knocked down by the 
waves which swept over him and he was 
buried under the water. His breath was 
gone and he developed a fear of water. He 
wanted to try out his swimming skills at 
Lake Wentworth. He dived into the lake 
and only after swimming across the shore 
and back did he feel certain that his terror 
of water had fled.

57. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Society and adults play 
a very important role in motivating 
the young learners to take education 
seriously. Adults being experienced can 
guide the children in the right track 
through their experience.

58. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: She says see you soon, 
Amma though she knows that she won’t 
be able to see her again.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Visiting the Third Level was 
like a ‘waking dream wish fulfilment’.

60. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: This strategy makes one 
stress free and transports one to his dream 
world.

nnn
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (C) is correct.
2. Option (C) is correct.
3. Option (A) is correct.
4. Option (B) is correct.
5. Option (B) is correct.
6. Option (D) is correct.
7. Option (A) is correct.
8. Option (C) is correct.
9. Option (C) is correct.
10. Option (B) is correct.
11. Option (D) is correct.
12. Option (C) is correct.
13. Option (D) is correct.
14. Option (C) is correct.
15. Option (B) is correct.
16. Option (B) is correct.
17. Option (A) is correct.
18. Option (D) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (A) is correct.
21. Option (C) is correct.
22. Option (D) is correct.
23. Option (D) is correct.
24. Option (B) is correct.
25. Option (A) is correct.
26. Option (D) is correct.
27. Option (D) is correct.
28. Option (D) is correct.
29. Option (B) is correct.
30. Option (C) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He was too tired to make 
any effort under water.

32. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He had already made lots of 
efforts to save himself and push himself 
out of the water but in vain. Finally, being 
exhausted, he stopped making efforts too.

33. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: No amount of effort or 
shrieking was working now, so he knew 
that he was going to die soon.

34. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The narrator took pauses to 
tell his state of mind.

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He felt at peace when his 
end was near. It was complete inactivity.

36. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: I- Charley
37. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Third Level was only a 
figment of imagination.

38. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: His mind was playing with 
him.

39. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Stack is a pile of objects.
40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The fast growing Grand 
Central station at times seems to be a 
maze to Charley. He had lost his way a 
couple of times earlier too while taking 
the subway. Once, he entered the lobby of 
the Roosevelt Hotel while the other time 
he emerged at an office building that was 
three blocks away. But this time when he 
loses his way, something unique happens. 
He visits the third level!
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41. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: It doesn't refer to any 
sickness.

42. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Simile- comparison using 
'like'; Metaphor- direct comparison; 
Pun- make a joke exploiting the different 
possible meanings of a word.

43. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The poet feels sorry for the 
poor state of slum dwellers and wants 
everyone to give a second thought and 
feel compassionate towards them so that 
instead of only feeling sorry we should 
work for their upliftment.

44. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: "Gusty" generally means 
'blowing strongly'. However, in the 
context of the passage, "gusty waves" is 
used as a metaphor and probably refers to 
the lively and energetic aspect of a child's 
life which is lacking in the faces of the 
children mentioned in the passage.

45. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The appearance of the 
child announces that he is the carrier 
of his father's disease i.e., crooked bone 
structure.

46. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao asked the prisoner 
to flash the light for twice in case food ran 
short.

47. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao asked the prisoner 
to stay at the Island and escape only by a 
Korean boat.

48. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao gave the prisoner 
Japanese clothes so that no one could 
know his real identity.

49. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The prisoner was advised to 
eat raw fish only. In case if he kindled the 
fire, he mght be seen.

50. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao did not want to 
give his flash light to the prisoner as it 
was his own and he used that whenever 
he was called by his patients. 

51. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Although his land is 
occupied by Prussian adversaries who 
have the advantage of superior military 
strength, M. Hamel defies his oppressors 
using only a French grammar book, a 
blackboard and his own voice. In doing 
so, he teaches his pupils that even without 
arms, they have the power to challenge 
their subjugation.

52. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: It shows a single thread of 
thought mixed with harsh realities.

53. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Anti-climax a figure of speech 
in which statements gradually descend in 
order of importance. The words governor, 
inspector, visitor have been written in a 
descending order according to their rank.

54. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Mukesh wants to work 
in a garage and try to develop his 
skills as a motor mechanic. To fulfil his 
dream he certainly does practice and 
learn everything that is needed to be a 
professional mechanic.

55. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The narrator’s name—
Franz—echoes the name of his 
motherland. The association between 
little “Franz” and “France” establishes an 
indelible link between the boy and his 
nation. He, like his teacher, will develop 
into a patriotic French citizen.

56. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The poet’s writing style in 
the poem is very soulful and it seems 
to come straight from the heart. This 
is probably why the poem appeals to 
the heart more than the faculties of the 
intellect. This poem is not an activist’s call 
to action but a philosopher poet’s call to 
introspection.
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57. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Catacombs are man-made 
subterranean passageways for religious 
practice. Any chamber used as a burial 
place is a catacomb, although the word 
is most commonly associated with 
the Roman Empire.

58. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Old, frail looking woman, 
lacking spirit, nearing the end of her life.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: She wanted to make the 
servants understand the seriousness of 
the situation.

60. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. was from Japan; Prisoner 
was an American.
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (C) is correct.
2. Option (A) is correct.
3. Option (A) is correct.
4. Option (C) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (A) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (C) is correct.
9. Option (C) is correct.
10. Option (B) is correct.
11. Option (D) is correct.
12. Option (A) is correct.
13. Option (C) is correct.
14. Option (A) is correct.
15. Option (C) is correct.
16. Option (A) is correct.
17. Option (D) is correct.
18. Option (B) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (C) is correct.
21. Option (B) is correct.
22. Option (C) is correct.
23. Option (B) is correct.
24. Option (D) is correct.
25. Option (D) is correct.
26. Option (B) is correct.
27. Option (B) is correct.
28. Option (C) is correct.
29. Option (A) is correct.
30. Option (A) is correct.
31. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Transit-temporary

32. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Exaggeration- referring 
garbage as gold.

33. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Survival means- necessity

34. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Ragpickers have mastered 
the art of rag picking.

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The rag pickers were living 
in Seemapuri only due to availability of 
'Food'.

36. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Psychiatrist- Sam

37. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Charley's solace away from 
reality.

38. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Philately helps to keep the 
past alive.

39. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Charley's grandfather was 
equally interested in philately.

40. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: My stamp collecting, for 
example; that’s a ‘temporary refuge from 
reality.’ 

41. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: “threatening ourselves 
with death.” trapped in an inescapable 
situation.

42. Option (C) is correct.

1
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Explanation: One has to introspect and 
find the needs of oneself to be free and 
lead a peaceful life.

43. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: In the rat race of success, 
money and power, we forget that life is 
short and we are not immortals. We just 
keep on rushing and running.

44. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: In depth understanding.

45. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The person only thinks 
about his own selfish needs and hence, 
lands up becoming lonely and secluded.

46. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Psychiatrist- Sam

47. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Illusionistic reality

48. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: When Charley talked about 
third level, his wife Louisa got worried and 
they went to consult a psychiatrist. He told 
them that Charley was unhappy in his life and 
wanted to escape from the reality.

49. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Sam Weiner, the psychiatrist 
friend of Charley, talked about the reason 
of his problem, Louisa got angry. Later 
Sam clarified that she was not at all the 
reason of the unhappiness of Charley, but 
due to stress, anxiety and fear Charley 
was escaping from reality and was talking 
about the non-existent third level.

50. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: It was used by Charley as 
means of escape from worldly tensions.

51. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Anees Jung referred to 
‘Stories of Stolen Childhood’. Other 
images not related to the issue.

52. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The message is to put an 
end to child exploitation and let all the 
children enjoy their days of spring and 
joy.

53. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel was tolerant 
towards the system, felt honoured due to 
the respect received from the villagers for 
40 years of his service, expressive about 
his thoughts giving advice to the students 
and other villagers, daring about voicing 
his thoughts and teaching his pupils that 
even without arms, they have the power 
to challenge their subjugation.

54. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The daughter is scared to 
lose her mother through the pangs of 
death.

55. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Start from simple steps to 
complex ones.

56. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The initial lines show 
frustration – Far far from gusty waves 
these children's faces; Like rootless weeds, 
the hair torn round their pallor; The tall 
girl with her weighed-down head.

57. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Leaving the parent’s home 
means leaving behind fond memories of 
childhood stage.

58. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel wouldn't have 
got good and respectful response from 
the students and villagers because they 
were not interested in learning lessons. 
They had gathered that day only to show 
respect for 40 years of dedicated service 
by M. Hamel.

59. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao upholds the 
ethics of medical profession in treating 
an enemy. The story is a great lesson of 
peace, love, sympathy, fellow feeling and 
humanism.

60. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Though unwilling to help 
his enemy, Sadao took the young soldier 
into his house and provided him with 
medical aid. He was in danger from that 
moment.
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1. Option (B) is correct.
2. Option (D) is correct.
3. Option (A) is correct.
4. Option (C) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (B) is correct.
7. Option (C) is correct.
8. Option (B) is correct.
9. Option (C) is correct.
10. Option (C) is correct.
11. Option (D) is correct.
12. Option (C) is correct.
13. Option (B) is correct.
14. Option (A) is correct.
15. Option (A) is correct.
16. Option (D) is correct.
17. Option (D) is correct.
18. Option (C) is correct.
19. Option (A) is correct.
20. Option (C) is correct.
21. Option (B) is correct.
22. Option (D) is correct.
23. Option (B) is correct.
24. Option (A) is correct.
25. Option (D) is correct.
26. Option (A) is correct.
27. Option (C) is correct.
28. Option (D) is correct.
29. Option (A) is correct.
30. Option (C) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Mukesh’s dreams are far-
fetched from reality due to the poor living 
conditions.

32. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Mukesh is confident and 
aims high.

33. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: In the extract, there is no 
mention of Firozabad glass industry in 
terms of its position in the country.

34. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Bangle making is the most 
common occupation of the people in 
Firozabad. 

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All the options mean the 
same.

36. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: A wounded American 
soldier.

37. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Unconscious

38. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Right side of lower back.

39. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: US Navy

40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The author has beautifully 
portrayed the conflict in the doctor’s 
mind as a private individual and as a 
citizen with a sense of national loyalty.

41. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The poet is appealing the 
readers to understand his views and work 
for a common cause.
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42. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: It is a call for a Universal 
language to maintain peace in the world.

43. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Exotic and strangeness 
contrast with the reality of life, full of 
chaos.

44. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Idioms are matched with 
their correct meanings.

45. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: We should keep quiet, stop 
for sometime and peep in our own selves 
to find answers to many complicated 
problems.

46. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao and his wife Hana.

47. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Ocean waves.

48. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: An American soldier.

49. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Fisherman

50. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao was an excellent 
doctor and a true human being.

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Franz preferred to run in the 
open fields and enjoy all the other trivial 
things like seeking birds’ eggs instead of 
learning his lessons. The bright weather, 
woods, fields and chirping of birds have 
tempted him to spend the day outdoors.

52. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Slowly and steadily, he 
overcame the fear of water with strong 
will power, courage, hard work and firm 
determination in the end. By this incident, 
Douglas shows that most of our fears 
are baseless. Fear creates dangers where 
there is none. Once he took courage, the 
fear vanished. The writer’s experiences 
further confirm the proverbial truth, 
“Where there is a will, there is a way.”

53. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel was highly 
patriotic. He had the highest regard for 
the French language and he taught his 
pupils that even without arms, they have 
the power to challenge their subjugation.

54. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The poetess undergoes 
a plethora of emotions when she sees 
her mother ageing and feels the pangs of 
separation at the thought of losing her.

55. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Recalling an incident when 
he was three or four years old, the author 
explains how he developed an aversion 
to water as a result of a childhood 
experience.

56. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The common end brings 
mutual understanding and instils sense 
of brotherhood.

57. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The message of the poem is 
gradual but inevitable realisation of one’s 
parents getting old. One grows up with 
young, strong parents but those parents 
grow older right in front of their children. 
Here, the poet is sad about realising the 
same about her mother.

58. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Last stanza is full of 
hope, struggle and revolt against the 
suppressing force.

59. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: This strategy makes one 
stress free and transports one to one's 
dream world.

60. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He explained that Charley 
thought that the modern world is full of 
insecurity, fear, war, worry and all the rest 
of it and thus, he just wanted to escape.
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (B) is correct.
2. Option (D) is correct.
3. Option (B) is correct.
4. Option (A) is correct.
5. Option (C) is correct.
6. Option (A) is correct.
7. Option (C) is correct.
8. Option (A) is correct.
9. Option (A) is correct.
10. Option (D) is correct.
11. Option (C) is correct.
12. Option (D) is correct.
13. Option (B) is correct.
14. Option (B) is correct.
15. Option (B) is correct.
16. Option (B) is correct.
17. Option (A) is correct.
18. Option (D) is correct.
19. Option (A) is correct.
20. Option (D) is correct.
21. Option (C) is correct.
22. Option (C) is correct.
23. Option (A) is correct.
24. Option (A) is correct.
25. Option (C) is correct.
26. Option (D) is correct.
27. Option (B) is correct.
28. Option (B) is correct.
29. Option (C) is correct.
30. Option (C) is correct.
31. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: William Douglas

32. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Water was the real monster 
for Douglas.

33. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Feeling confident to be 
successful.

34. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Could not frighten the 
narrator.

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Douglas didn't want to leave 
any stone unturned on his way to success.

36. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Doctor and his wife.

37. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: American soldier

38. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Unconscious

39. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: No movement/ unconscious.

40. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He was true to his profession.

41. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Pablo Neruda

42. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Stillness means 
introspection, not inactivity.

43. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Time should be taken out 
for introspection to improve the quality 
of life.

44. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Seed appears dormant 
when put in soil but it is building up roots 
and shoots within, which emerge all of a 
sudden.
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45. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: He is the poet.

46. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Doctor

47. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Gun wound

48. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Packed the wound with sea 
moss

49. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Give him shelter at their 
home.

50. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He found him lying 
unconscious at the seashore outside his 
house.

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Tempest in sea.

52. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Through the character of 
M. Hamel, the reader is presented with 
a figure of resistance who fights his 
subjugation not by deploying arms, but 
by deploying patriotic pride. In this way, 
the story suggests the importance of 
affirming one’s national identity in the 
face of foreign oppression.

53. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He was careless, dominating 
and casual in approach.

54. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Saheb’s parents were rag-
pickers and garbage for them was the 
source of income.

55. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The last lines of the 
poem repeat the word ‘smile’, indicating 
that people helplessly display such 
gestures to express their true feelings for 
their loved ones.

56. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Franz didn’t like to study 
and so going to school and studying was 
forced labour and uninteresting task.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Saheb's full name was 
Saheb-e-Alam. It means the Lord of the 
Universe. The irony in Saheb's name was 
that he was a poor ragpicker who did 
not even have chappals to wear. Though 
his name meant that he was the lord of 
the universe, in reality he did not have 
money to even meet the most basic needs.

58. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Metaphorical representation 
for unpredictable future which is blurred 
and unclear.

59. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: To make sure, I walked over 
to a newsboy and glanced at the stack 
of papers at his feet. It was The World; 
and The World hasn’t been published for 
years.

60. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: When Charley went to 
the ticket counter to buy two tickets for 
Galesburg. He paid the currency of the 
present world which was totally different 
from the currency of 1894's world. On 
seeing the notes the clerk got stunned 
and he thought that Charley was trying 
to skin him. So he threatened Charley to 
get him arrested. 
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (D) is correct.
2. Option (C) is correct.
3. Option (D) is correct.
4. Option (C) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (D) is correct.
7. Option (A) is correct.
8. Option (B) is correct.
9. Option (D) is correct.
10. Option (B) is correct.
11. Option (B) is correct.
12. Option (C) is correct.
13. Option (C) is correct.
14. Option (A) is correct.
15. Option (A) is correct.
16. Option (C) is correct.
17. Option (D) is correct.
18. Option (C) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (B) is correct.
21. Option (A) is correct.
22. Option (B) is correct.
23. Option (D) is correct.
24. Option (D) is correct.
25. Option (C) is correct.
26. Option (D) is correct.
27. Option (C) is correct.
28. Option (B) is correct.
29. Option (C) is correct.
30. Option (B) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Deep Water

32. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Joined the safe Y.M.C.A. 
pool.

33. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Gained confidence

34. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Tossed by a boy in pool.

35. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Quality of apes means 
imitation.

36. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Newspaper

37. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The Third Level

38. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Things of past

39. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Public Library files

40. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Visiting the Third Level 
was like waking dream wish fulfilment. 
Charley was the product of modern 
world which was synonymous to worries, 
tensions, wars and fears. So, in order to 
escape the reality and to find solace, he 
created an imaginary third level.

41. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Badly maintained walls.

42. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: hopes and aspirations of the 
children.
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43. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The great Shakespeare hold 
no importance for the poverty-stricken 
children.

44. Option (C) is correct. 

Explanation: Future of the slum children 
is as unclear and hazy as fog.

45. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Image can be formed while 
reading the lines.

46. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The Third Level

47. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Due to complex network of 
passages.

48. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Lost his way inside the 
tunnel.

49. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Tree

50. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Confusing paths, one 
leading to another one

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: He was determined to 
overcome his fear of water and so he took 
help of a professional trainer.

52. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: While rag picking he was at 
his free will to roam around.

53. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The lesson throws light 
upon the utmost pride in one’s mother 
tongue and considering other languages 
not equally worthy.

54. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Rag picking can never be 
termed as a skill or art form.

55. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel had brought 
new copies for the class that day and so 
everyone was engrossed in his work.

56. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Douglas put in efforts to get 
rid of his fear. Other images talk about 
success and life.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All these pictures show silent 
activities in nature, smooth transition 
from one form to another.

58. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: This is a confessional poem 
that presents the common feelings 
daughters have for their mothers. In this 
regard, this poem is a representational 
work and the title is apt.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Dr Sadao asked Tom to row 
the boat to the island at a distance from 
his home and wait for Americans or 
Korean fishermen who would help him 
He also guided him not to kindle fire and 
flash light twice if food ran short. Also he 
advised him to eat raw fish.

60. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The scars of prisoners don’t 
claim any country to be more powerful.
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1. Option (D) is correct.
2. Option (B) is correct.
3. Option (C) is correct.
4. Option (D) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (A) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (B) is correct.
9. Option (C) is correct.
10. Option (B) is correct.
11. Option (A) is correct.
12. Option (A) is correct.
13. Option (C) is correct.
14. Option (A) is correct.
15. Option (A) is correct.
16. Option (C) is correct.
17. Option (A) is correct.
18. Option (B) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (B) is correct.
21. Option (D) is correct.
22. Option (A) is correct.
23. Option (B) is correct.
24. Option (A) is correct.
25. Option (A) is correct.
26. Option (B) is correct.
27. Option (C) is correct.
28. Option (D) is correct.
29. Option (B) is correct.
30. Option (C) is correct.
31. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Cause and effect.

32. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: End of scene is marked by 
falling down of the curtain.

33. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Indicate pauses

34. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: ‘I crossed to oblivion.’

35. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Douglas on the verge of 
death.

36. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The seventh day after the 
arrival of the American prisoner.

37. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: General sent him a message.

38. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Gall bladder

39. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The servants had left the job.

40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: This moral compass is 
required to keep the spirit of universal 
brotherhood alive in us. It is this kindness, 
empathy and the essence of humanity 
that rekindles the hope of survival of our 
society where everyone can live fearlessly 
and harmoniously.

41. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: 12- symbolises clock or 
measurement of time.

42. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: It will ensure introspection.
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43. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: A call for Universal language 
to promote brotherhood.

44. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Same word with two 
meanings.

45. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: let's' repeated in the given 
lines.

46. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Hana

47. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: He was wounded.

48. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Servant

49. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Hana

50. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: She didn't like to be left 
alone with an enemy. She couldn't trust 
him even when he was wounded.

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Anees Jung says, “Travelling 
across the country I have seen children 
walking barefoot, in cities, on village 
roads. It is not lack of money but a tradition 
to stay barefoot, is one explanation. I 
wonder if this is only an excuse to explain 
away a perpetual state of poverty.”

52. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel, being a strict 
disciplinarian always wanted a quiet class 
with students interested in studying. 
Although, his wish couldn’t be fulfilled 
before but on his last day in school, when 
his wish was granted, he wanted to 
inscribe the classroom scene in his mind.

53. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The bag was his own but the 
canister belongs to the owner of the tea 
stall. Saheb is no longer his own master 
while working on the tea stall.

54. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel said, “When  
people are enslaved, as long as they hold 
fast to their language it is as if they had 
the key to their prison.” 

55. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Friday marks the end of 
weekday business and the transition into 
weekend rest. It is in this same Friday-like 
limbo between adult life and old age that 
Kamala Das finds her mother at the ripe 
age of sixty six. 

56. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: as big as- simile

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Trees are still young with 
all their greenery ahead of them; Jovial 
children have their life bank still full of 
youthful years; but mother is an ashen 
image of death.

58. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The poet feels that some 
soul – searching is needed for us to be at 
peace with ourselves and others.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: With just a blank paper 
enclosed inside, they are never opened.

60. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Charley knew that though 
it was less profitable, the quiet business 
of hay, feed and grain would give Sam 
a greater sense of satisfaction. Moreover, 
being a psychiatrist he had no scope of 
reverting to his own profession as in 
1894, a psychiatrist would be absolutely 
unacceptable, since in 1894 the science of 
psychiatry was in its infancy.
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (D) is correct.
2. Option (A) is correct.
3. Option (A) is correct.
4. Option (D) is correct.
5. Option (B) is correct.
6. Option (C) is correct.
7. Option (A) is correct.
8. Option (B) is correct.
9. Option (B) is correct.
10. Option (A) is correct.
11. Option (C) is correct.
12. Option (C) is correct.
13. Option (A) is correct.
14. Option (B) is correct.
15. Option (B) is correct.
16. Option (B) is correct.
17. Option (B) is correct.
18. Option (C) is correct.
19. Option (D) is correct.
20. Option (A) is correct.
21. Option (C) is correct.
22. Option (A) is correct.
23. Option (C) is correct.
24. Option (B) is correct.
25. Option (B) is correct.
26. Option (B) is correct.
27. Option (B) is correct.
28. Option (C) is correct.
29. Option (B) is correct.
30. Option (B) is correct.
31. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Douglas

32. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Afraid about safety of her 
child.

33. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Drowning cases in Yakima 
river.

34. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: It was two to three feet deep 
at the shallow end.

35. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He's the writer.

36. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: A strange cover.

37. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Stamps bought on the first 
day of sale.

38. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Sam, Charley's friend.

39. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: President Garfield

40. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: With just a blank paper 
enclosed inside, they are never opened.

41. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Boy with stunted growth

42. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Boy with stunted growth

43. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: A boy lost in the dream 
world.

44. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He is lost in his thoughts.
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45. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Eyes stand for the whole 
body.

46. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Clerk

47. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Two tickets for Galesburg

48. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The clerk did not accept the 
modern currency notes.

49. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The clerk threatened to turn 
him to the police.

50. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: This capacity to oscillate 
between the past, present and future 
is a great intellectual gift. This human 
tendency enables him to plan for the 
future in the present by reaping benefits 
from the past. Such a tendency helps in 
ensuring acceptance of the impact of 
important decisions taken at any point of 
time and learning from them.

51. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: When Franz wondered 
whether they would make even the 
pigeons sing in German, he meant that 
they had grown up using French as their 
language. Now, taking it away from 
them would be unfair and unkind. The 
language was as natural to them as cooing 
is to the pigeons. Robbing them of it and 
forcing German on them would be not 
only difficult but next to impossible.

52. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The cry of not having money 
to do anything except carry on the business 
of making bangles, not even enough to 
eat, rings in every home. The young men 
echo the lament of their elders. Little has 
moved with time, it seems, in Firozabad. 
Years of mind–numbing toil have killed 
all initiative and the ability to dream.

53. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Franz was nervous because 
he was expected to be prepared with his 
lesson on participles because M. Hamel 
had said that he would question them 
on participles. But the fact was that poor 
Franz did not know anything about 
participles.

54. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Just like winter loses its 
magnificence and beauty when covered 
with fog and mist, similarly the poet’s 
mother has lost her youth, vitality and 
has become inactive and withered.

55. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Saheb works at a tea stall. He 
has lost his freedom and has no dreams. 
Mukesh, on the other hand, has dreams 
and aspires to become a motor mechanic.

56. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He wants change of situation 
and wishes that the children of the slums 
should lead a happy and healthy life.

57. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The poet was strongly 
attracted to the ideals of socialism and 
voiced the same through his artistic 
expression. 

58. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The poet wants us to 
introspect and cleanse our soul.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The superstitious old 
gardener looked so annoyed that he 
pulled the few hairs on his upper lip.

60. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: People who claim to be 
under the impression of false nationalistic 
pride give air to the feelings of racism and 
prejudice.
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1. Option (B) is correct.
2. Option (C) is correct.
3. Option (A) is correct.
4. Option (D) is correct.
5. Option (A) is correct.
6. Option (C) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (A) is correct.
9. Option (B) is correct.
10. Option (C) is correct.
11. Option (B) is correct.
12. Option (D) is correct.
13. Option (C) is correct.
14. Option (C) is correct.
15. Option (D) is correct.
16. Option (C) is correct.
17. Option (C) is correct.
18. Option (A) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (D) is correct.
21. Option (B) is correct.
22. Option (C) is correct.
23. Option (A) is correct.
24. Option (C) is correct.
25. Option (D) is correct.
26. Option (A) is correct.
27. Option (D) is correct.
28. Option (C) is correct.
29. Option (B) is correct.
30. Option (D) is correct.
31. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Franz

32. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: French teacher

33. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He had not prepare for his 
grammar lesson and was scared of his 
teacher.

34. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He thought of bunking the 
class to escape the punishment for not 
doing his homework.

35. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Franz-student; M. Hamel- 
his teacher

36. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao

37. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Tom

38. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Food, clothing, torch but 
none of those mentioned in options

39. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All the instructions given in 
options.

40. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Dr. Sadao upholds the 
ethics of medical profession in treating 
an enemy. The story is a great lesson of 
peace, love, sympathy, fellow feeling and 
humanism.

41. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: No electricity

42. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Dreaming
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43. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: His dreamy eyes carried 
hope for a good future ahead.

44. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Hollow space inside the tree.

45. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Due to less light and his 
inactivity he goes unnoticed.

46. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The General’s Messenger
47. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Hana

48. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: She had realised her mistake.

49. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Exhausted from fright

50. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Hana was tensed if the secret 
of enemy soldier was revealed.

51. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: When he was pushed into 
the swimming pool, he was scared but 
planned to hit the bottom as soon as he 
touched the ground and come up to the 
surface like a cork. Then he would lay flat 
on the surface of water and paddle safely 
to the edge of the pool. 

52. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel told them that it 
was the last lesson he would teach them. 
The order had come from Berlin to teach 
only German in the schools of Alsace and 
Lorraine. The new master would come 
the next day. That was their last French 
lesson. Franz was shocked that M. Hamel 
was leaving and he developed sudden 
love and regard for his books, language 
and teacher.

53. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Literally- poet is getting 
separated from her mother due to work 
commitment. Metaphorically- poet 
realizes her mother’s advancing age as a 
clear indication of her nearing end.

54. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Hearing him one wonders if 
he has achieved what many have failed in 
their lifetime. He has a roof over his head! 

55. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Y.M.C.A pool was not safe 
because Douglas wasn’t happy to go and 
learn there. Moreover, he was pushed into 
the deep water by a big bully and almost 
drowned. It led to a life time fear of water 
for Douglas. 

56. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The poet feels anxious and 
appears sad throughout the poem.

57. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The title ‘The Last Lesson’ 
is appropriate because it was M. Hamel’s 
Last Lesson. It was also the last French 
lesson as the order from Berlin had 
declared the ban on teaching French.

58. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: In Firozabad, years of mind-
numbing toil have killed all initiative and 
the ability to dream.

59. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: President Roosevelt 
60. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Galesburg 
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (B) is correct.
2. Option (C) is correct.
3. Option (B) is correct.
4. Option (C) is correct.
5. Option (D) is correct.
6. Option (C) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (A) is correct.
9. Option (A) is correct.
10. Option (A) is correct.
11. Option (A) is correct.
12. Option (D) is correct.
13. Option (D) is correct.
14. Option (B) is correct.
15. Option (B) is correct.
16. Option (D) is correct.
17. Option (C) is correct.
18. Option (B) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (A) is correct.
21. Option (D) is correct.
22. Option (B) is correct.
23. Option (B) is correct.
24. Option (C) is correct.
25. Option (A) is correct.
26. Option (B) is correct.
27. Option (D) is correct.
28. Option (A) is correct.
29. Option (B) is correct.
30. Option (B) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Though she is married, her 
eyes are devoid of happiness. 

32. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: optimistic

33. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Reiteration

34. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The drudgery of work has 
destroyed their willingness to improve 
their lot.

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Very dirty locality

36. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Sam

37. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Louisa

38. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All the given options.

39. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: At the Third Level 

40. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Before the Wright Brothers 
invented the first aeroplane, nobody 
could have dared to believe that man 
could fly. There are many other examples 
of inventions which were conceived in 
dreams but now are part of our everyday 
reality. All this emphasizes that fantasies 
of one point of time that seem illogical 
may turn out to be revolutionary things 
that change the future of the mankind.

41. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: With donations

42. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Underprivileged, malnouris-
hed children
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43. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Tyrolese valley is full of 
bright beautiful flowers which is in 
contrast to the dull classroom.

44. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The shape of the valley

45. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: riding' is a human quality 
given to dome.

46. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Galesburg

47. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Jul 18, 1894

48. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Quite happy

49. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Psychiatrist

50. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: This capacity to oscillate 
between the past, present and future 
is a great intellectual gift. This human 
tendency enables him to plan for the 
future in the present by reaping benefits 
from the past. Such a tendency helps in 
ensuring acceptance of the impact of 
important decisions taken at any point of 
time and learning from them.

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The poem ‘My Mother 
at Sixty-Six’ is rich in imagery. Kamala 
Das uses the devices of comparison 
and contrast. The use of simile is very 
effective. The face of the poet’s old 
mother is described as ‘ashen’. This ashen 
face is ‘like that of a corpse’. The poet uses 
another simile. The “wan, pale’ face of the 
mother is compared to ‘a late winter’s 
moon’. The poem excels in contrasts. The 
old ‘dozing’ lady inside is contrasted with 
the young trees “sprinting” and merry 
children “spilling” out of their homes.

52. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Anees Jung promised Saheb, 
a rag picker, that she would start a school 
for him.

53. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Franz and his fellow people 
identified themselves with the French 
language. It was a factor that helped them 
bond with their fellow brethren. 

54. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The poet is reminded of the 
childhood fear of losing her mother. She 
suffers the same pain now as she suffered 
in her childhood. Thus in this stanza, the 
poet reveals that the fear of losing one’s 
dear does not become bearable by old age 
but it is eternal and remains with one even 
in childhood. Hence, the poet juxtaposes 
the fear of both the stages of one’s life.

55. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: By carrying out the search 
within.

56. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Repetition of ‘let’s’ in two 
consecutive lines.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Mukesh wants to defy what 
is written in his destiny. To prove himself, 
he, even if born in a bangle maker's 
family, travels to a distant place to work 
in a garage. He wants to change what is 
written in his destiny.

58. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: The poet will move on and 
seek to inspire others.

59. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Flung from the ocean 

60. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Surgery and medicine 
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (A) is correct.
2. Option (C) is correct.
3. Option (B) is correct.
4. Option (B) is correct.
5. Option (B) is correct.
6. Option (C) is correct.
7. Option (A) is correct.
8. Option (B) is correct.
9. Option (B) is correct.
10. Option (A) is correct.
11. Option (A) is correct.
12. Option (A) is correct.
13. Option (A) is correct.
14. Option (D) is correct.
15. Option (C) is correct.
16. Option (C) is correct.
17. Option (B) is correct.
18. Option (B) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (B) is correct.
21. Option (A) is correct.
22. Option (C) is correct.
23. Option (B) is correct.
24. Option (C) is correct.
25. Option (A) is correct.
26. Option (C) is correct.
27. Option (A) is correct.
28. Option (B) is correct.
29. Option (D) is correct.
30. Option (A) is correct.
31. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: While praising the language, 
M Hamel was being patriotic.

32. Option (B) is correct.

33. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Franz had realised that 
French was the clearest and most logical 
language.

34. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Receptive

35. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: M. Hamel was leaving 
forever as France was captured by 
Germany and French teaching was to be 
stopped immediately in schools of France.

36. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Yumi, gardener and other 
servants.

37. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: He was an American soldier.

38. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao was a respectable 
doctor and scientist.

39. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: They would be termed as 
traitors and would be punished by law.

40. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao was a Japanese doctor.

41. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The walls were neglected 
and lacked shine.

42. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: All the examples that are 
given represent grandeur.

43. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Flowers
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44. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Open–handed map

45. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: When the things are 
donated, no one takes care whether they 
fit in the surroundings or not.

46. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao

47. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Distant place

48. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Means of moving ahead

49. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The future was limitless and 
one has to make it meaningful.

50. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao's father wanted him 
to have a promising future after studying 
well.

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Saheb enjoyed rag picking 
and considered it as real freedom. 
Garbage for him was ‘gold’. Earning 800 
bucks along with the meal was taken as a 
punishment by him.

52. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: His father was mature 
enough to understand that such waves 
didn’t bring harm in any way.

53. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The near death experience 
of drowning had a very strong impact on 
his psychology. He was deeply perturbed 
and shaken by the whole experience. A 
haunting fear of water took control of his 
physical strength and emotional balance 
for many years, as he couldn’t bear being 
surrounded by water. He was deprived of 
enjoying any water–related activities like 
swimming, fishing or canoeing.

54. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: This image is in stark 
contrast to the ‘dozing’ old mother, whose 
‘ashen’ face looks lifeless and pale like a 
corpse. She is an image of ageing, decay 
and passivity. The contrast of the two 
images enhances the poetic effect.

55. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: The poet feels frustrated 
when the concepts that are taught to 
these children do not have any ground 
reality for them.

56. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The poet feels frustrated 
when the concepts that are taught to 
these children are unimaginable for them 
and might put them on the wrong path in 
search of the unattainable.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Since the poet is urging his 
readers to stay silent and still, he himself 
adopts a very tranquil serene tone, to set 
the mood of the poem.

58. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: To keep quiet is to escape the 
death with which we threaten ourselves 
and for once, truly and genuinely, live.

59. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Sam, Charley's psychiatrist 
friend in 1894.

60. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: He finds a new face of the 
station.
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Solution of Question Paper
1. Option (D) is correct.
2. Option (A) is correct.
3. Option (B) is correct.
4. Option (B) is correct.
5. Option (A) is correct.
6. Option (A) is correct.
7. Option (B) is correct.
8. Option (A) is correct.
9. Option (A) is correct.
10. Option (C) is correct.
11. Option (D) is correct.
12. Option (B) is correct.
13. Option (B) is correct.
14. Option (B) is correct.
15. Option (D) is correct.
16. Option (C) is correct.
17. Option (D) is correct.
18. Option (C) is correct.
19. Option (C) is correct.
20. Option (D) is correct.
21. Option (B) is correct.
22. Option (D) is correct.
23. Option (C) is correct.
24. Option (A) is correct.
25. Option (D) is correct.
26. Option (A) is correct.
27. Option (C) is correct.
28. Option (A) is correct.
29. Option (B) is correct.
30. Option (D) is correct.
31. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Like an illusion and not clear

32. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Determined and ambitious

33. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Firozabad has emerged as a 
new producer of bangles in the country.

34. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Majority of the population in 
Firozabad is involved in bangle making.

35. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Hearth is synonym of 
furnace.

36. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Gardener

37. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: It was his destiny as he was 
wounded by the army as well as nature.

38. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Gun- Japanese army; Sea- 
Countrymen of Japan

39. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He is a superstitious person. 

40. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao's father's room was 
used for the purpose.

41. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Poor children.

42. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: World map

43. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: Windows of classroom and 
world of slum.

44. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Dull and grim
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45. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: Stephen Spender

46. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: When Hana was asking 
Sadao about the scars.

47. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: A bullet 

48. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: His old American Professor 
of Anatomy.

49. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao now wanted to save 
the wounded person by being a true 
doctor. 

50. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Sadao did research work 
also.

51. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: Douglas was frightened 
when he was thrown into the pool. 
However, he was not frightened out of 
his wits. While sinking down he made a 
plan. He would make a big jump when 
his feet hit the bottom. He would come 
to the surface like a cork, lie flat on it and 
paddle to the edge of the pool.

52. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: The instructor built a 
swimmer out of Douglas slowly and 
steadily, keeping the transition quite 
smooth.

53. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: This grim reality is “far far” 
from the romantic image of the river, 
the valley and scenes created by hollow 
words of poets.

54. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: An extended metaphor 
can be found in these lines. Here the 
stillness which Neruda advocates is being 
compared to the stillness of winter. Just 
like winter leads to rejuvenation, even 
the quietness recommended by the poet 
leads to re-growth.

55. Option (B) is correct.

Explanation: ‘Arms’ is an instance of 
pun. In pun, duplicity of sense is created 
because of the unity of sound. Arm here 
stands for a body part as well as weaponry.

56. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: The children are so 
malnourished that they appear to be 
“wearing skins”. Clearly, it is food that 
they need before “education”.

57. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: William O. Douglas realized 
that once the ‘fear of fear’ disappeared, 
true success awaited.

58. Option (C) is correct.

Explanation: He is petitioning "governor, 
inspector, visitor" to transform the sour 
temptation of the bourgeoisie's donations 
into a reality.

59. Option (A) is correct.

Explanation: For Charley’s tendency to 
treat harsh realities with his imaginary 
Third Level.

60. Option (D) is correct.

Explanation: Because it existed only in his 
fantasy and not in reality.
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